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Lord Viſtount Suxsukx, 
Baron HALITAX. 


i * * ORD, 
00 muſt not be ſurpriz'd 
at my begging Your Pro- 
tection for this little Book, 
when I allure You it was 
principally intended for Your Peruſal. 
I have long wiſh'd to ſee ſomething 
A 3 of 
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of this kind publiſh'd by an able Hand: 
And, for want of that, muſt own, I 
have ſometimes had an Inclination to 
do it my ſelf: But never came to any 
Reſolution in that Point, till very, late- 
ly ; when, at Horton, I had the Plea- 
fure to find Your Lordſhip, tho” but 
in Your Fifth Year, capable of read- 
ing any thing in the Engliſh Tones 
without the leaſt Heſitation. 

Theſe Fables, My Lord, abound in 
Variety of Inſtruction, Moral and Po- 
litical; They furniſh us with Rules 
for every Station of Life; They mark 
out a proper Behaviour for us, both 
in reſpect of our ſelves and others; 
and demonſtrate to us, by a kind of 
Example, every Virtue which claims 
our beſt Regards, and every Vice 
which we are molt concern'd to avoid. 
Conſidering them in this View, I 
could not think of any thing more 


proper, to be put ſo early into Your 


Lordſhip's Hands, as well for Your - 
own Sake, as that of the Public. As 


I 
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I with You all the Happineſs which 
Man can enjoy, I know of nothing 
more likely to procure it, than Your 
imbibing, in Your Childhood, ſuch 
Seeds of Reafon and Philoſophy, as 
may rectify and ſweeten every Part of 
Your future Life. And as You are 
by Birth intitled to a Share inthe Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government, I tlat- 
ter my ſelf that Your Country will 
feel the Benefit of theſe Lectures of 
Morality ; when hereafter it beholds 
Your Lordſhip, ſteadily purſuing thoſe 
Principles of Honeſty and Benevo- 
lence, which, by, ſuch Inſtructions in 


Your Infancy, You will be taught to 
love. | 


I am happy, upon ſeveral Accounts, 
in the Opportunity Itake of addreſſing 
my ſelf to Your Lordſhip, in this early 
time of Vour Life. Without any Re- 
flection upon Your Parts, My Lord, 
I comfort my ſelf with the Conſide- 
ration, that You are not yet able to 
diſcern all the Imperfections of my 
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ſtrong enough todiſcover every Weak- 
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Performance, Nay when You are a 
little older, and Your Judgment 1s 


neſs in the following Sheets, You will 


yet remember for what a young Ca- 


pacity they were intended ; and, what- 
ever You may think of the Style and 
Language, the honeſt Purpoſe of the 
whole cannot fail of your Approbation. 

Another Ad My Lord, 1s, 
That when I tell the World You are 
the moſt lovely and the moſt engaging 
Child that ever was born, I cannot be 
charg'd with offending in point of 
Flattery. No one ever om You but 


thought the ſame. 


And this puts me in mind, that 
You are deſcended from a Race of 
Patrons. Arts and Learning did not 


owe more to the Influence of Mece- 
nas at Rome, than they have done to 


that of Mouutagu at London. Per- 


haps, young as You are, You may 
think it ſtrange to find Your ſelf 


at the Head of a Dedication ; But, 


My 
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My Lord, no body elfe will won- 
der at it. You are born to protect and 
encourage all Endeavours at the pub- 
lic Good, We cannot help telling 
You, that we expect it from You ; 
and we beg Leave to put You in Mind 
to aſſert Your native Right, 


Ingredere, & votis jam nuuc aſſueſce vocari. virg. 


If it is true that Virtue may be 
convey'd by Blood, and communica- 
ted by Example, I have all the Pre- 
ſumption imaginable for what I aſlert. 
My Lord, Your Father the EARLof 
HaLirax, poſſeſſes every agreeable 
Quality in Life: Whether natural, or 
acquir'd, I profeſs my ſelf ignorant. 
They are ſo eaſy and habitual to him, 
one would think them born with 
him; but, at the ſame time, ſo accom- 
pliſh'd, that we cannot but diſcover 


they have had the Advantage of a 


finiſh'd Education. 
It J durſt follow the Suggeſtions of 
a Heart truly ſenſible of them, I could 
dwell with Pleaſure upon every Par- 
1 ticular 
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| ticular of his Worth. But no body, 
| who deſerves Applauſe ſo much, de- 
| clines it more than he does. Indeed, 
My Lord, his Merit is fo great, that 
we cannot do him Juſtice in that re- 
| ſpect, without offending him. 

That, upon all Occaſions, You may T 
imitate the Example he ſets, and copy : 
1 out his Virtues, for Your own and g 
| the Welfare of Mankind, is the ſincere 
| With of, 


My LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's 


moſt Obedient, and 


moſt Humble Servant, 


S. CROXA LL. 


be quite exhauſted. The different Con- 

SY jectures, Opinions, Traditions, and Forge- 
ries which, from time to time, we have 
had given us of him, would fill a large Volume: But they 
are, for the moſt part, fo inconſiſtent and abſurd, that it 
would be but a dull and forry Amuſement for the Reader, 
if I ſhould lead him into ſuch a Maze of Uncertainty. 

As for his Life, with which we are entertain'd in ſo 
complete a Manner before moſt of the Editions of his Fa- 
bles, it was writren, I might ſay invented and contriv'd, 
by one Maximus Planudes, a Greek Monk; and, if we 
may judge of him from that Compolition, juſt as wiſe 
and learned a Perſon, as the reſt of his Fraternity are, at 
this Day, obſerv'd to be. Sure there never were ſo many 
Blunders and childiſh Dreams mixt up together, as are to 
be met with in the ſhort Compaſs of that Piece. 


Fox 3»; 


For a 


Monk, he might be very good and wiſe, as * Cardinal 
Beſſario ſtyles him; but in point of Hiſtory and Chrono- 
logy, he ſhews himſelf to be a very ignorant filly Fellow, 
He brings Æſop to Babylon, in the Reign of King Lycerus; 
a King of his own making; for his Name is not. to bo 
found in the whole Catalogue from Nabonaſſor, the fuſt, 


© 
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to Alexander the Great, who was the laft of thoſe Kings. 
He ſends him into Egypt in the Days of Nettanebo; which 
Nectanebo did not live till two hundred Years afterwards : 
with ſome other groſs Miſtakes of that kind: which ſuf- 
ficiemly ſhew us that this Life was a Work of Inven- 
tion, and that the Inventor was a bungling poor Creature. 
He never mentions Æſop's being at Athens; tho' Phedrus 
ſpeaks of him, as one that liv'd the greateſt part of his 
time there; and it is certain that he had a Statue erected 
in that City to his Memory, done by the Hand of the 
fam'd Ly{ppus. He writes of him as living at Samos, and 
rr himſelf in a public Capacity in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of rhe Affairs of that Place; yet, takes not the leaſt 
Notice of the Fable, which Axiſtotle tells us he ſpoke in 
behalf of a famous Demagogue there, when he was im- 
peach'd for embezzling the public Money ; nor does he in- 
deed give us the leaſt Hint of ſuch a Circumſtance. An 
ingenious Man might have laid together all the Materials of 
this kind that are to be found in good old Authors, and, 
by the help of a bright Invention, connected and work'd 
them up with Succeſs; we might have ſwallow'd ſuch an 
Impoſnion glibly, becauſe we ſhould not have known 
how to contradict it: But, in Planudess Caſe, the Im- 
poſture is doubly diſcover'd; firſt, as he has the unque- 
ſtion'd Authority of Antiquity againſt him ; ſecondly, and 
if the other did not condemn him, as he has introduc'd 
the witty, diſcrete, judicious A/op, quibbling in a Strain 
of low monaſtic Waggery, and as archly dull as a Moun- 

tebank*s Jeſter. | 
That there was a Life of Z/op, either written or tra- 
ditionary, before Ariftozle's time, is pretty plain; and that 
there was ſomething of that kind extant in Auguſtuss 
Reign, is, I think, as undoubted; fince Phedrus mentions 
many Tranſactions of his, during his Abode at Athens. 
But it is as certain, that Planudes met with nothing of 
this kind; or at leaſt, that he met not with the Accounts, 
with which they were furniſh'd, becauſe of the Omiſ- 
ſions 


1 Ariſtot. Wet. Lib. 2» Cap. 21. 
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ſions before · mention d; and conſequently with none ſo 
authentic and good. He ſeems to have thrown together 
ſome merry Conceits, which occurr'd to him in the 
Courſe of his reading, fuch as he thought were worthy of 
Aſop, and very confidently obtrudes them upon us for his. 
But, when at laſt he brings him to Delphos, (where he was 
put to Death by being thrown down from a Precipice) 
that the Delphians might have ſome colour of Juſtice for 
what they intended to do, he favours 1..cm with the fame 
Stratagem, which Foſeph made uſe of to bring back his 
Brother Benjamin; they clandeſtinly convey a Cup into his 
Baggage; overtake him upon the Road; ſearch his Equi- 
page; find him guilty; upon that Pretence, carry him back 
to the City ; condemn and execute him, 

As I would neither impoſe upon others, nor be impos'd 
upon, I can't, as ſome have done, let fuch Stuff as this 
Paſs upon the unlearned Reader, for the Life of the great 
LEſop. Planudes has little Authority for any thing he has 
deliver'd concerning him; nay, as far as I can find, his 
whole Account, from the Beginning to the End, is mere 
Invention; excepting ſome few Circumſtances; as the 
Place of his Birth, of his Death, and the' Time in which 
he liv'd; tho', in reſpect of the laſt of theſe, he has 
blunder'd egregiouily, by mentioning {ome Incidents as 
cotemporary with Zfop, which were far enough from 
being ſo. Xanthus, his ſuppoſed Maſter, puts his Wife 
into a Paſſion, by bringing ſuch a Piece of Deformity in- 
to her Houſe, as our Author is deſcribd to be, Upon 
this, the Maſter reproaches his Slave for not uttering ſome- 
thing witty, at a time that ſeem'd to require it ſo much: 
And then ZE/op comes out flap daſh, with a bitter Sen- 
tence againſt Women, taken from Euripides the famous 
Greek Tragedian. Now Euripides happen'd not to be born, 
till near a hundred Years after Æſop's Death. What Cre- 
dit therefore can be given to any thing Planudes ſays of 
him ? 


As 
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As to the Place of his Birth, I will allow with the 
Generality of thoſe who have written about him, that it 
might have been Ammorius, a Town in Phrygia major. 
Lucian calls him At 6 Se,: in Phadrus he is ſtylVd 
Phryx Æſopus; and A. Gellius making mention of him, 
ſays, Æſopos ille, 2 Phrygia, Fabulator; meaning undoub- 
tedly, that he was of that Country, That he was alſo 
by Condition a Slave, we may conclude from what + 
Phedrus relates of him. But whether at Samos or Athens, 
he does not particularly mention: Tho' I am inclin'd to 
think it was at the latter; becauſe he often ſpeaks of him 


as living at that Place; and never at any other. As for 
Example, 


Athenæ cum florerent equis legibus 
Eſopus talem tum fabellam retulit. Lib. 1. Fab. 2. 


quidam ludentem Atticus 
Aſopum quum vidiſſer 


Athenas rumor implet 
Æſopus media ſubito in turbã conſtitit. Lib. 4. Fab. 4. 


EÆſopo ingentem ſtatuam poſuere Attici. Lib. 2. Fab. 9. 


Lib. 3. Fab. 14. 


All which almoſt looks as if Phedrus believ d, or would 
have others believe, that Athen? was the Place of his Ser- 
vitude (indeed the Verſe laſt quoted makes for it) and that 
he had never liv'd any where elſe. And I don't ſee how 
we could help being of that Opinion, if others of the 
Ancients, whoſe Credit is equally as good, did not carry 
him into other Places. Ariſtotle particularly, a Man not 
apt to be impos'd upon, introduces him (as I mention'd 
before) ſpeaking in public to the Samians, upon the Occa- 


ſion of their Demagogue, or prime Miniſter, being tried 


for his Life, for plundering the Conimon-wealth: in which 
Oration he makes him inſert a “ Fable of a Fox who 


was 
1 Lib. 2. Fab, 9. & Lib. 3. Fab. 1% ,* CXCV, of this 


Collection. 
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was peſter d with Flies; and who, upon a Hedghog's 
offering to drive them away, refus'd to let him; up- 
on a Suſpicion that a new Swarm would come in their 
room, and drain him of all the reſt of the Blood in his 
Body. Which Aſop applies thus. Ye Men of Samos, les 
me mtreat you to do as the Fox did; for this Man, having 


got Mony enough, can have no further Occaſion to rob yon; 


But, if you put him to Death, ſome needy Perſon will fill 
his Place, whoſe Wants muſt be ſupplied out of your Pro- 


Fa but think Z/op was ſomewhat above the degree 
of a Slave, when he made ſuch a Figure, as an eminent 
Speaker, in the Samian State. Perhaps he might have been 
in that low Condition in the former part of his Life; and 
therefore Phedrus, who had been of the ſame Rank him- 
ſelf, might love to inlarge upon this Circumſtance; ſince 
he does not chooſe to repreſent him in any higher Sphere. 
Unleſs we allow him to be“ ſpeaking in as public a Capa- 
city to the Athenians, upon the Occaſion of Piſiſtratus's 
ſeizing upon their Liberties, as we have before ſuppos'd he 
did to the Samians. But however, granting that he was 
once a Slave, we have great Authority that he was after- 
wards, not only free, but in high Veneration and Eſteem 
with all that knew him: eſpecially all that were eminent 
for Wiſdom and Virtue. Flutarch, in a Piece of his Wri- 


> tings calld he Banquet, makes his Gueſts conſiſt of the 


moſt celebrated wiſe Men of Greece; and Æſop is one of 


them. Tis true, ſome of the Company banter him upon 


the Unwieldineſs of his Perſon, which is enough to make 
us ſuſpect that he was ſomething croſs- ſnap d. But then 


| he is introduc'd, as very courtly and polite in his Behavi- 


our; he rallies Solon for his Bluntneſs and Ruſticity, in his 
manner of converſing with Craſus King of Lydia, telling 
him that Princes ſhould be approach'd with a handſome 
Addreſs, or not at all. By the Authority of the fame Au- 
thor, it is that we fix the time of his Life about theReign 
of Crozſus; with whom he was alſo in ſuch Eſteem, _ 


* had. Lib. I, Fab, 2. 
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he fint him in the Quality of his Envoy, with a Mef 
ſage to the Deiphians: where he is aid to have ended his 
Da 


Now, tho" this imaginary Banquet of Plutarch's does 
not carry with it tho Weight of à ſerious Hiſtory, yet we 
way taks it for granted, that he introduc'd nothing in his 
ſictitious Scene, which might contradict either the written, 
or traditionary Life of A/op; but rather, choſe to make 
every thing agree with it. Be that as it will, this is the 


Sum of the Account which we have to give of him, 


Nar indeed is it material for us to know the little trifling 
Circumaftances of his Life; as whether he liv'd at Samos 
or Athens, whether he was a Shave or a Freeman, whe- 
ther handſome or ugly. He has left us a Legacy in his 
Writings, that will preſerve his Memory dear and perpe- 
tual among us: what we have to do therefore, is to ſhew 
our ſelves worthy of ſo valuable a Preſent; and to act, in 
all reſpects, as near as we can, to the Will and Intention 
of the Donor, They who are povern'd by Reafon, need 
no other Motive than the mere Goodneſs of a thing to excite 
them tothe Practice of it: But ſome, and by far the greateſt 
part of Mankind, are ſo ſuperficial in their Inquiries that they 
take all upon Truſt; and have no Taſte for any thing but 
what is ſupported by the Vogue of others, and which it 
is inconſiſtent with the Faſhion of the World not to ad- 


mire. 


Perſon and Converſation of op, I muſt aſſure them 
that he was held in high Eſteem by all the great Wits of 
Antiquity, There is fcarce an Author among the Ancient 
Greeks, who mixt any thing of Morality in his Writings, 
but either quotes or mentions him. Socrates is deſcrib'd 
by + Plato as turning ſome of his Fables into Verſe; and 
that, in ſome of thoſe ſerious Hours which he ſpent in 
Priſon, a little before his Death. 4:fophanes not only 
takes Hints from him, but mentions him much to his 
Honour, as one whoſe Works were or ought to be read 
1 before 


by 


1 1» Phadone, 8 


As an Inducement therefore to ſuch as theſe to like the = 
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before any other. Ne brings in one Man upbraidling ad- 
ther, with Ignorance and Illiteratenefs, in thefe Words, 


ud" Atowwoy E,, you have not fo math as read 


* FAdſop. driſtetle, (as you have feen,) ſpeaks of him to his 
Advantage. Laerrim 
Book intitkd *Arownrea, & *Arownaor Ayor Euwaſu- 


tells us, Demerrnms Phalaress writ a 


v, being a Collection of Fables; ſo many of which 
were ſop s, or done in his Manner, that he thought fit to 


call the whole by his Name. Bazizs, and Horace, have em- 


on Rearh, ns 
> Thus we fee, whatever his Perſon was, the Bemis of 
his Mind were very 


» 


ay 
- 
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tures, and pay him a greater 
ther wile Men, who id ia the func Age, Nor can 1 


1 / 


bellifh'd their Poetry with him. Phedyws gives him abundant” 
Applauſe. And A. Gellius delivers his Opinion of him in a Man- 
ner, too particular to be omitted. Æſop h Phrygian, ( ſays 
he) the famous Fa bualit. Ius juſtly noquir'd » Repwnrion for h 
IWijdom; for, as to thoſe things which ave benefirial and nd- 
wifeable for res to do, the does not diflate and preſeribe em 
in that hnnghty dogmatical way ſo mach ed by ſome other 
Philoſophers : Bas &reſſer wp a partei of pretty entertaining. 
Stories, and by them s ro the Mind, the mot w. 
ſome and ſeaſonable Doctrine, in the moſh agreenble pleaſnnt 
Manner. As that + Nl of bis, for Exnmple, of the 
Lark and her young Ones, warns «us, in the prettieff way - 
imagimole, never to tny any ffreſ upon the Aſſiftante of o- 


. thers, in regard to any Affair, which we our ſelves are ae 


to manage without them, Then he proceeds to give us 2 
fine Verſion of the Fable it ſelf; and, having finiſh'd it; 
This Fable of Miop, fays he, is Leckurt #0 us, vomeemning 


the little Relianre we onght to have upon Priends, wil Rela- 
tion. Aul what now 0 the grave Books of the Nhilvſophers 
trench 2x3 more, than that we 


ſhould depend upon uur feburs 
only; and var look upon thoſe things which are d 
Conrerns of dus. 


charming and engaging; thut the 
brighteſt of the Ancients were his Admirers, the” I have 
not nam'd them half; that they peak of Him with Rap - 


Reſpect than ary of the o- 


Per- 
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perceive, from any Author of Antiquity, that he was ſo 
deform'd as the Monk has repreſented him. If he had, 
he muſt have been ſo monſtrous and ſhocking to the Eye, 
as not only to be a very improper Envoy for a great King, 
but ſcarce fit to be admittcd as a Slave in any private Fa- 
mily. Indeed, from what Plutarch hints of him, I ſuſ- 
pect be had ſomething particular in his Mein: but rather 


Odd than Ugly; and more apt to excite Mirth than Piſ- 


gult, in thoſe that convers'd with him. Perhaps ſome- 
thing humorous diſplay'd it ſelf in his Countenance as 
well as Writings; and it might be upon Account of both, 
that he got the Name of Texel, as Lucian calls 
him, and his Works that of Teal. However, we 
will go a middle way; and, without inſiſting upon bis 
Beauty, or giving in to his Deformity, allow him to have 
made a merry comical Figure; at leaſt as handſome as 


_ Socrates: but at the ſame time conclude, that this Parti- 


culrity in the Frame of his Body, was fo far from being 
of any Diſadvantage to him, that ir gave a mirthful Calt 
to every thing he ſaid, and added a kind of Poignancy to 
his Converſation. | 

We have feen what Opinion the Ancients had of our 
Author, and his Writings. Now, as to the Manner of 
conveying Inſtruction by Fables, in general, tho' many 
good Vouchers of Antiquity ſufficiently recommend it, 
yet, to avoid tiring the Reader's Patience, I ſhall wave all 


Quotations from thence, and lay before him the Teſtimony 


of a Modern; whoſe Authority, in Point of Learning, 
and conſequently in the preſent Caſe, may be as readily 
acknowledg'd, as that of any Ancient of them all.“ Fa- 
bles, ſays Mr. Addiſon, were the firſt Pieces of Wit that 
made their Appearance in the World; and have ben fii.! 
highly valued, not only in times of the greateſt Simplicity, but 
among the moſi polite Ages of Mankind. Jotham's Fable 
of the Trees, is the oldeſt that is extant, and as beautiful as 
any which have been made ſince that Time. Nathan's Fa- 
ble of the poor Man and his Lamb, is likewiſe more ancient 

| than 
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than any that is extant, beſides the abovemention 4; and 
hal ſo good an Effect, as to convey Inſtruction to the Ear of 
a King, without offending it, and to bring the Man after 
God's own Heart to a right Senſe of his Guilt, and his Duty. 
We find Æſop in the moſt diſtant Ages of Greece. And, if 
we look into the very Beginning of the Common-wealth of 
Rome, we ſee a Mutiny among the. common People appeas'd 
by the Fable of the Belly and the Limbs: which was in- 
deed wery proper to gain the Attention of an mcenſed Rabble, 
at a time when, perhaps, they would have torn to Pieces any 
Man who had preach'd the ſame Doctrine to them, in an open 
and direct Manner. As Fables took their Birth in the very 
Infancy of Learning, they never flouriſh'd more than when 
Learning was at its greateſt Height, To juſtify this Aſſer- 
tion, I ſhall put my Reader in Mind of Horace, the greateſt 
Wit and Critic in the Auguſtan Age; and of Boileau the 
moſt correct Poet among the Moderns: not to mention la Fon- 
taine, who by this way of Writing, is come more into Vogue 
than any other Author of our Times. After this he proceeds 
to give ſome Account of that other kind of Fable, in 
which the Paſſions, and other imaginary Reings, are 
Actors; and concludes with a moſt beautiful one of that 
ſort, of his own contriving. In another Place, he gives 
us a Tranſlation from Homer of that inimitable Fable com- 
priz'd in the Interview betwixt Jupiter and Juno, when 
the latter made uſe of the Girdle of Venus, to recal the 
Affection of her Husband ; a Piece, never to be ſufficient- 
ly recommended to the Peruſal of ſuch of the fair Sex, 
as are ambitious of acquitting themſelves handſomely in 
Point of conjugal Complacence. But I muſt not omit 


the excellent Preface, by which the Fable is introduc'd. + 


Reading is. to the Mind, ſays he, what Exerciſe is to the 
Body: As by the one, Health is preſerv d, ſtrengthen d, and 
invigorated; by the other, Virtue (which is the Health of the 
Mind) is kept alive, cheriſh'd and confirm'd. But, as Ex- 


erciſe becomes tedious and painful, when we make Uſe of it 
only as the Means of Health, ſo Reading is too apt to grow 


uneaſy 
Fab. XXXVII, f ratler. Ne 147, 


PREFACE. 


uneaſy and burdenſome, when we apply onr felves to it only 
for our Improvement in Virtue. For this Reafon, the Virtue 
which we gather from a Fable, or an Allegory, is like dhe 
Health we get by Hunting; as we are engag d in an agreeable 
Pur ſuit that draws ns on with Pleaſure, and makes us * 
Hole of the Fariguos that accompany it. 

Having given my Reader the Opinion of this great 


Man, who has fpoken ſo much and ſo well in Fayour of 
the Subject I am concern d in, there is no Room for me 


to inlarge further upon that Head. His Argument de- 
monſtrates the Uſefulneſs and Advantage of this kind of 
Writing, beyond Contradiction. It therefore only retnains 
that I make fome Apology for troadling the Public with 
a new Edition, of what it has had {0 often, and in to 
many different Forms 

Nothing of this Nature has been dove, fince Leſrangeð 
Time, worth mentioning; And we hid nothing before, 
but what (as he * obſer ves) was ſo ib and flat in the 
Moral, and fo courſe and wntoah in the wed Dithon, 
that they wore rather dangerons than us t rhe 
eee irs ee e - and bkely 

ao forty times more Harm than Good. I ſhall therefore 
= obſtrve to my Reader, the Inſufficiency of Leſtyange's 
own Performance, as to the for which he prin- 
cipally intended it; with ſome other Circumſtances, which 
will help to excuſe, if not juſtify, what I have enter- 
priz'd upon the ſame Subject. 

Now the Purpoſe for which he principally intended his 
Book, as in his Preface he ſpends a great many Words to 
inform us, was for the Uſe and Inſtruction of Children; 
who being, as it were, a mere m tabula, or blank Pa- 
per, are 82 Opinion, good or ud, tak- 
ing all Credit ; md That "Toa ewe — 
Comer ro write Saint or Devil won them, whith he 
This being truly and certainly the Cafe, what Devils, nay 
what poor Devils, would make of thoſe Chil- 
dren, who ſhould be i watortunate ws Tv read his Book, 

and 
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nnd imbibe his pernicious Principles: Principles, coin'd and 
"> ſyitcd to promote the Growth, and ſerve the Ends of Po- 
> pery, and Arbitrary. Power, Tho' we had never been told 
that he was Fenſioner to a Popiſh Prince, and that he 
* himſelf proßeſs d the fame unaccountable Religion, yet his 


Reflections upon Æſap would diſcover it to us: In every 
political Touch, he ſhews himſelf to be the Tool and 
Hireling of the Popiſh Faction; ſince, even a Slave, with- 
out ſome mergenary. View, would not bring Arguments 
to juſlify Slavery, nor endeavour to clan Arbitrary 
Pawes upon the Baſis of right Reaſon. What fort of 
Children therefore. are the blank Paper, upon which ſuch 
ht to be written? Not the Children of 
they. are born with, free Blood in 

ek in Liberty with their very Milk, 
they du be taught to love and cheriſh above all 


with hig Jovi Dong, be bapiſh'd to the barten De- 
ſarts of Arabia, to the Nurſeries of Turtey, Perſia and 


Morocco; Where all Footſteps of Liberty have long ſince 
been worn out; and the Minds of the People, by a nar- 
hinking, contraſted. and inur d to Fear, Po- 
ver. ang miſerable Serxitude. Let the Children of Lay, 
Dance, Main, and the reſt of the Popiſh Countries, furniſh 
him with, blank Paper for Principles, of which free-born 
Rxitons, axe not capable. The earlier ſuch, Notions are in- 
G4 d into ſuch Minds as theigs indeed, the better it will be 
as it Will Keep them from thinking of any o- 
ther than the abject fervile Condition to which they are 
bern. But let the Minds of our Bririſu Youth be for ever 


. educatcd and improv'd in that Spirit of Truth and Liberty, 


or the Support of which their Anceſtors have often 
bravely exbauſted ſo much Blood and Treaſure. 


Had 
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Had any-thing tending to debaſe and enſlave the Minds 
of Men been implied, either in the Fables or Morals of 
Aſop, upon which Leſtrange was to make juſt and fair 
Reflections, he might have pleaded that for an Excuſe. 
But Z/op, tho' it was his own incidental Misfortune to 
be a Slave, yet paſsd the time of his Servitude among the 
free States of Greece; where he ſaw the high Eſteem in 
which Liberty was held, and poſſibly learn'd to value it 
accordingly. He has not one Fable, or ſo much as a Hint, 
to favour Leſfranges Infinuations ; but, on the contrary, 
takes all Occaſions to recommend a Love for Liberty, and 
an Abhorrence of Tyranny, and all arbitrary Proceedings. 
Yet Leſtrange, (tho' in the Preface to his ſecond Part he 
uſes theſe Words, I have conſulted the beſt Authorities I 
could meet wit hal, in the Choice of the Collection, without 
raining any thing, all this while, beyond the ſtricteſt Equity 
of a fair and an innocent Meaning,) notoriouſly perverts 
both the Senſe and Meaning of ſeveral Fables; particularly 
when any political Inſtruction is couch'd in the Applicati- 
on. For example, in the famous Fable of the Dog and 
the Wolt, which Phedrus uſhers in with this Verſe, 


Quam dulcis fit Libertas, breviter proloquar. 


after a long tedious amuſing Reflection, without one 
Word to the ſe, he tells us at laſt, That the Freedom 
which A.ſop is ſo tender of here, is to be underſtood of the 
Freedom of the Mind. No body ever underſtood it fo, I 
dare ſay, that knew what the other Freedom was. As 
for what he mentions, it is not in the Power of the 
greateſt Tyrant that lives to deprive us of it. If the Wolf 
was ſenſible how ſweet the Freedom of the Mind was, 
and had no Concern for the Liberty of his Perſon, he 
might have ventur'd to have gone with the Dog well e- 
nouph: But then he would have fav'd Leftrange the ſpoil- 


ing of one of the beſt Fables in the whole Collection. Ho- f 


er this may ſerve for a Pattern of that Gentlemans 
L F . Candor 4 + 
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Candor and Ingenuity in the manner of drawing his Re- 


fflections. Æſop breath d Liberty in a political Senſe, when- 
ever he thought fit to hint any thing about that happy 
State. And Phædrus, whoſe hard Lot it had once been 
to be a domeſtic Slave, had yet ſo great a Veneration for 
the Liberty I am ſpeaking of, that he made no Scruple 


to write in Favour of it, even under the Uſurpation of a 
Tyrant; and at a time when the once glorious free Peo- 
ple of Rome had nothing but the Form and Shadow of 
their ancient Conſtitution left. This he did particularly in 


the Fable of The Frogs deſirmg a King; as I have obſerv'd 


in the“ Application to it. So that we ſee Leſtrange 
muſt miſrepreſent the Senſe of his Author, before he can 
make ſuch a Meaning out of him, as he would have to 
be written upon the blank Paper of a tender uninform'd 


Child. 


But this is not all the Objection I have againſt him, as 


to his Work being deſign'd for the Uſe of Children. For, 


as he has ſwelld it to ſo voluminous a Bulk, and by that 
means rais'd it to an exorbitant Price, I don't ſee how it 
can ſuit either the Hand or Pocket, of the Generality of 
Children, - If I were apt to put Conſtructions upon the 


ways of Providence, I ſhould fancy this Prolixity of his, 


was order'd as a Preſervative againſt his noxious Principles; 
for however his Book may have been us'd by Men, I dare 
ſay no Child was ever either the better or the worſe for 
it. I mean that they never read him. For, if they had, 
thoſe of a liberal Condition- more eſpecially, they could 
not well have eſcap'd without ſome bad Tincture or Im- 
preſſion, from ſuch low, vulgar, obſcene Tales, as are to 


be met with in his ſecond Part; where he forſakes /op, 
and the Fabuliſts, and deſcants upon the Stories of Boc- 


cace, and ſome other facetious Wags. Belides that, 


throughout the whole, he himſelf is guilty of a Fault 
with which he charges others, who have publiſh'd former 
Editions of Zſop, (viz.) rather of teaching us what we 


ould not do, than what we ſhould. 


Whether 
* Fab. III. | 
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_ Whether I have mended the Faults I find with bim, in 
this or any other reſpect, I muſh leave to the Judgment of 
the Reader: Profeſſing (which, he neither dar d nor could 
do) that I am a Loyer of Liberty and Truth; an Enemy 
to Tyranny, either in Church or State; and one, who 
deteſt Party. Animoſities, and factious Diviſions, as much 
as I wiſh the Peace and Proſperity of my Country. 
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So Very pretty, brisk, young Cock, in Com- 
pany. with two or three Pullets, one of 

0 25 whom was his Miſtreſs, raking upon a 
CY Dunghil for ſomething to entertain them 
8 24 with, happen d to {cratch up a Jewel; 
be knew what it was well enough, for it 
OP“ 5 2 with an exceeding bright Luſtre; but, not know- 
ing what to do with it, endeavour'd to cover his Igno- 

rance under a gay Yn. So, ſhrugging up his Wings, 

4 ; ſhaking 
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ſhaking his Head, and putting on a forc'd Smile, he expreſs d 
himſelf to this Purpoſe: Indeed, indeed, you are a very 
fine Thing; but I know not any Buſineſs you have here. 
I make no ſcruple of declaring that my Taſte lies quite 
another way; and I had rather have one Grain of dear, 
delicious Barley, than all the Jewels under the Sun, 


in APPLICATION. 


There are ſeveral People in the World that paſs, with 
ſome, for well-accompliſh'd Gentlemen, and very pretty 
Fellows, tho* they are as great Strangers to the true Uſes 
ot Virtue and Knowledge, as the Cock upon the Dunghil 
is to the real Value of the Jewel, He palliates his Igno- 
rance by pretending that his Taſte lies another way: But, 
whatever gallant Airs People may give themſelves upon 
theſe Occelioas, without diſpute, the ſolid Advantages of 
Virtue, and the durable Pleaſures of Learning, are as much 
to be preferr'd before other Objects of the Senſes, as the 
fineſt brilliant Diamond is above a- Barley-Corn. The 
greateſt Blockheads would appear to underſtand, what at 
the ſame time they affect to deſpiſe ; and no Body yet was 
ever ſo vicious as to have the Impudence to declare in pub- 
lic, that Virtue was not a fine Thing, 

But till, among the idle, ſantering, young Fellows of 
the Age, who have Leiſure, as well to cultivate and im- 
prove the Faculties of the Mind, as to dreſs and embelliſh 
the Body; how many are there who ſpend their Days in 
raking atter new Scenes of Debauchery, in Aras of 
thoſe rew who know how to reliſh more reaſonable Enter- 
tainments? Honeſt, undeſigning good Senſe is ſo unfaſhio- | 
nable, that he muſt be a bold Man, who at this time of 
day attempts to bring it into Eſteem. 

How diſappointed is the Youth, who in the midſt of his 
amorous Purſuits, endeayouring to plunder an Outſide ot 
Bloom and Beauty, finds a Treaſure of impenetrable Vir- 
tue conceal'd within! And I wiſh I could ſay, how de- 
lighted are the fair Sex! when among a crowd of empty, 
trolic, conceited Admirers, in a plain unaffected Perſon 
of a Man, whom at firſt Sight they did not like, they 

And good Senſe and Underſtanding, | | 
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FAB. II. The Wolf and the Lamb. 


1 ill | | 


6 N E hot, ſultry Day, a Wolf and a Lamb happen'd 
come, juſt at the fame time, to quench their 
filver Brook that ran 
tumbling down the Side of a rocky Mountain. 


a 


. | | 
000 
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The 


Wolf ſtood upon the higher Ground; and the Lamb at 


Tome Diſtance from him down the Current. 


However, 


Pe Wolf, having a mind to pick a Quarrel with him, 
sk d him, what he meant by diſturbing the Water, and 
making it ſo muddy that he could not drink; and, at the 
fame time, ſwore he would have Satisfaction. The Lamb, 
frighten d at this threat'ning Charge, told him, in a Tone 
as mild as poſſible, That, with humble Submiſſion, he 


could not conceive how that could be; fince the Water, 


which he drank, ran down from the Wolf to him, and 


B 2 


therefore could not be diſturb'd ſo far up the Stream. Be 
that as it will, replies the Wolf, you are a Raſcal, and I 
Have heard with what ill Language you treated me, behind 
my Back, about half a Vear ago. Upon my Word, ſays 


the Lamb, the Time you mention was before I was born. 
F A By +. , 7 


The 
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The Wolf, finding it to no purpoſe to argue any longer 
againſt Truth, fell into a great Paſſion, ſnarling and foam- 
ing at the Mouth as if he had been mad; and, drawing 
nearer to the Lamb, Sirrah, ſays he, if it was not you, it 
wras your Father, and that's all one: So, he ſeiz d the 
poor, innocent, helpleſs Thing, tore it to Pieces, and made 
a Meal of it. 


inn APPLICATION. 


The Thing which is pointed at in this Fable is ſo ob- 
vious, that it will be almoſt impertinent to multiply 
Words about it. When a cruel, ill-natur'd Man has a 
Mind to abuſe one inferior te himſelf, either in Power 
or Courage, tho' he has not given the leaſt Occaſion for 
it, how does he reſemble the Wolf! whoſe envious, ra- 
pacious Temper could not bear to ſee Innocence live 
quietly in its Neighbourhood. In ſhort, where-ever ill 
People are in Power, Innocence and Integrity are ſure to 
be perſecuted; the more vicious the Community is, the 


better Countenance they have for their own villainous 


Meaſures: To practiſe Honeſty in bad Times, is being 
liable to Suſpicion enough; but if any one ſhould dare to 
preſcribe it, is ten to one but he would be impeach'd of 
High Crimes and Miſdemeanors: For to ſtand up for Ju- 


| Rice in a degenerate, corrupt State, is tacitly to u; braid 


the Government, and ſeldom fails of pulling down Ven- 
geance upon the Head of him that offers to ſtir in its 
Defence. Where Gu lty and Malice are in Com! ination 


with Power, nothing is ſo eaſy as for them to find a þ 
Fretence to tyranniz: over Iunocence, and exerciſe all 


n anner of Inzuſtice. 
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1 FAB. III. The Frogs drfirine a King. 
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| TIE Frogs, living an eaſy free Lite every where 


among the Lakes and Ponds, aflembled together, one 
Day, in a very tumultuous Manner, and petition'd Jupiter 
to let them have a King; who might inſpect their Morals, 
and make them live a little honeſter. His Godſhip being, 
at that time, in pretty good Humour, was pleas'd to laugh 
heartily at their ridiculous Requeſt; and, throwing a little 


Log down into the Pool, cried, Well, well, There's a 
'King for you. The ſudden Splaſh, which this made 
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by its Fall into the Water, at firſt, terrified them 
ſo exceedingly, that they were afraid to come near it. But, 
in a little time, ſecing it lay ſtill, without moving, they 
ventur'd, by degrees, to approach it; and at laſt, finding 
there was no Danger, they leap'd upon it, and, in ſhort, 


treated it as familiarly as they pleas'd. But, not contented 
with ſo inlipid a King as this was, they ſent their Deputies 


to petition again for another ſort of one: for This they 
neither did nor could like. Upon that, he ſent them a 
Stork; who, without any Ceremony, fell a devouring and 
eating them up, one after another, as faſt as he could, Then 

B 3 they 
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they applied themſelves privately to Mercury, and got him 
to ſpeak to Jupiter in their Behalf, That he would be ſo 
good as to bleſs them with a Revolution. No, ſays hc, 
lince it was their own Choice, let the obſtinate Wretchc- 
ſuffer the Puniſhment due to their Folly, 


Te APPLICATION. 


It is pretty extraordinary to find a Fable of this Kind, 
finiſt'd with ſo bold and yet polite a Turn by Phedru:, 
one, who obtain'd his Freedom by the Favour of Auguſtus, 
and wrote it in the Time of Tiberius; who were, ſucce!- 
ſively, Uſurpers of the Roman Government, If we may 
take his Word for it, Efop ſpoke it upon this Occaſion. 
ben he Common: wealth of Athens flouriſh'd under good 
wholſom Laws of its own enacting, they relied ſo much 
upon the Security of their Liberty, that they negligent] 
fi ffer'd it to run out into Licentiouſneſs, And Fact ions 
happening to be fomented among them, by deſigning Peo- 
ple, much about the ſame Time, Piſſtratus took that Op- 
portunity to make himſelf Maſter of their Citadel and Li- 
berties both together. The Athenians, finding themſelves 
in a State of Slavery, tho' their Tyrant happen'd to be a 
very merciful one, yet could not bear the Thoughts of it; 
ſo that Z/op, where there was no better Remedy, pre- 
ſcribes them Patience, by the Example of the foregoing 
Fable; and adds, at laſt, Wherefore, my Dear Country- 
men, be contented with ru preſent Condition, bad as it is, 
for fear a Change ſhould be worſe. 

The Man, who, at ſuch a Conjuncture, dar'd utter ſo 
bold a Truth, richly deſerv'd his Liberty. 

There is ſomething verylike this ina Book of the moſt 
unqueſtion'd Veracity of any in the World. When that 
Nifl-neck'd perverſe People, the Iſraelites, were weary of 
the Government of God, and importun'd for a King, it 
was granted them. But the Hiſtory tells us what the Con- 
ſequence of it was. The Prophet ſays, I will call unto the 
LORD, and he ſhall ſend Thunder and Rain; that ye may 
' percerve and ſee that your Wickedneſs i: great which ye have 
done in the Sight of the LORD, in asking you a King. And 
all the People ſaid unto him, Pray for thy Servants unto 
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Z:he LORD thy God, that we dye not: for, we have added 
umso all our Sins this Exil, to ast us a King. 
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Certain Jack-Daw was ſo proud and ambitious, that, 
| not contented to live within his own Sphere, but 
picking up the Feathers which fell from the Pcacocks, he 
ſtuck them in among his own, and very confidently in- 
troduc'd himſelf into an Aſſembly of thoſe beautiful Birds. 
They ſoon found him out, ſtrip'd him of his borrow'd 
Plumes, and failing upon him with their ſharp Bills pu- 
niſh'd him as his Preſumption deſerv'd. Upon this, full 
of Grief and Affliction, he return'd to his old Compani- 
ons, and would have flock'd with them again; but they, 


knowing his late Life and Converſation, induſtriouſly a- 
- voided him, and refus'd to admit him into their Compa- 


ny: And one of them, at the ſame time, gave him this 
ſerious Reproof; If, Friend, you could have been content- 
ed with our Station, and had not diſdain'd the Rank in 


y which Nature had plac'd you, you had not been us'd ſo 


B 4 ſcurvily 
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ſcurvily by thoſe upon whom you intruded your ſelf, nor 
ſuffer d the notorious Slight, which now we think our 
ſelves oblig'd to put upon you. 


Te APPLICATION. 


What we may lexrn from this Fable, is, in the main, 
to live contentedly in our own Condition, whatever it 
be, without affecting to look bigger than we are, by a 
falſe or borrow'd Light. To be barely pleas'd with ap- 
pearing above whar a Man really is, is bad enough; and 
what may juſtly render him contemptible in the Eyes of 
his Equals: But, if to enable bim to do this with ſome- 
thing a better Grace, he has clandeſtinely feather'd his 
Neſt with bis Neighbour's Goods, when found out, he 
has nothing to expect but to be ſtript of his Plunder, and 
us'd like a felonious Rogue into the Bargain. 

A little, private Pilferer, cannot hope to come off up- 
on Terms more fayourable than theſe. And when A- 
varice and Ambition meet together in the Heart of one 
who is wicked and able enough to rob the Public, and 
enrich himſelf with the Spoils of a whole Country, he 
can expect nothing leſs than a Reſentment proportionable 
to his Villany. He ought to tremble as he is carried a- 
long in his gilt Coach, leſt ſome of the poor reduc'd 
Wretches who, by his Knavery and Oppre ſſion, are forc'd 
to walk thro? the dirty Streets, ſhould, with violent Hands, 
diſrobe him of his ſtol'n Finery, and make him, with 
the laſt drop of his Blood, refund every Groat of that Pa- 
trimony, Which he has pillag'd from them. 
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FAB. V. The Dog and the Shadow. 
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Dog, croſſing a little Rivulet with a Piece of Fleſh 
in his Mouth, ſaw his own Shadow repreſented in 
the clear Mirrour of the limpid Stream; and believing it 
to be another Dog, who was carrying another real Piece 
of Fleſh, he could not forbear catching at it: but was fo 
far from getting any thing by his greedy Delign, that he 
dropt the Piece he had in his Mouth, which immediately 
ſunk to the Bottom, and was irrecoverably loſt. 


The APPLICATION. 
He that catches at more than belongs to him, juſtly de- 


: ſerves to loſe what he has. Vet nothing is more common, 


and, at the fame time, more pernicious, than this telfiſh 


Principle. It prevails, from the King to the Peaſant; and 
all Orders and Degrees of Men, are more or leſs infected 
With it. 


Great Monarchs kave been drawn in, by this 


2 Humour, to graſpat the Dominions of their Neigh- 
bours; not that they wanted any thing more to feed their 
Luxury, but to gratify their inſatiable Appetite for Vain- 
4 Glory, If the Kings of * could have been contented 
Bs with 
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with their own vaſt Territories, they had not loſt all 4. 
ſia for the ſake of a little petty State of Greece. And 


France, with all its Pride, has, e er now, been reduc'd to 
the laſt Extremity, by the ſame unjuſt Encroachments. 
He that thinks he ſees another Eſtate in a Pack of Cards, 

or a Box and Dice, and ventures his own 1n the Purſuit of 
— 2 not repine, if he finds himſelf a Beggar in the 

nd. 

The Stocks in Exchange- Alley have, of late, to the Sor- 

row of the Nation, ſhew'd how properly they were diſtin- 

uiſh'd by the Name of Bubbles. Like thoſe which Chil- 

ren make in play, the bigger they wereblown, the more 
glaring the Colours, and the larger the Images of Things 
were reflected from them. Fine Houſes and Gardens, 
noble Eſtates in Land, Coaches and fix, rich Furniture 
and handſome Equipages were ſeen dancing up and down 
every where among them: with the yain Hopes of ob- 
taining which imaginary Objects, the fame Things, be- 
fore, really and ſabſtantially poſſeſs d, were fooliſhly 
parted with. Like the poor greedy Cur in the Fable, 
they catch'd at the Shadow which floated before them ; 
and while they were intent upon that, let go their whole 
Subftance, and ſavy it fink to the Bottom of the execra- 
ble South Sea. 


aliquiſque malo fuit uſus in illo. Ovid. 

T hope the Remembrance of that deſtructive Scheme, 
which will be infamous in this Nation to late Poſterity, 
may yet be uſeful in the wholſome Admonition it muſt 
needs carry along with it; That no unfortunate Fools de- 
ſerve ſo little Pity as thoſe who run the Risk of loſing a 
moderate Sufficiency, by purſuing an unneceſſary and ur- 
certain Abundance, 
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FAB.VI. The Lion and other Beaſts. 


M NN 


11 


— 

Toon 

= = 

WES: 
I: 


| 


j 


777 
1 


COS 
* 1 
N — 
» TS 


| 
"0 


* || 9 0 8 .. 1 A A — ä 
* Fill eu, nf PIT a= == 
en. 
| HE Lion and ſeveral other Beaſts enter'd into an Al- 
F liance offenſive and defenſive, and were to live very 


ſociably together in the Foreſt, One Day, having 
*made a ſort of an Excurſion by way of hunting, they 
took a very fine, large, fat Deer; which was divided into 
four Parts: there happening to be then preſent, his Majeſty 
the Lion, and only three others. After the Diviſion was 
made, and the Parts were ſet out, his Majeſty advancing 
forward ſome few Steps, and pointing to one of the 
Shares, was pleas d to declare himſelf, after the following 
manner: This I ſeize and take Poſſeſſion of as my Right, 
which devolves to me as I am deſcended by a true, lineal, 
hereditary Succeſſion from the royal Family of Lion; That 
(pointing to the ſecond) I claim by, I think, no unreaſo- 
nable Demand; conſidering that all the Engagements you 
have with the Enemy turn chiefly upon my Courage and 
Conduct; and you very well know that Wars are too ex- 
penſive to be carried on without proper Supplies. Then 
(nodding his Head towards the Third) That I ſhall take by 


vertu: 


_—— 


1 : 
bs „ 
14 
1 
i 1 1 
* 
5 
i ik 
- EF : 1 
+ M7 
© £ "7 
: 5 
it n 
"IL. : 
7 1 
1 
| 1 -i146 
a 
- 
- . 4 
vos 
\ l 
* *. 
« l o 
: : , 
- - 
5 ' 
} bs 'S 4 £ 
: LI, 
: ” 
5 * 
19 
4; o 
\ * 
Fi 
'L 
- 
\ l ) 
. 
3 
o * 
14 
* 
— 
o 
1 
* 
T | 
| ' 
1 37 
* 
+ 
: , 
- 
13 
4 o 
* 
„ 3 
= : 
* 
1 
1 
1 3 
\ 
f 
* . 
4 
39 | $4 
: 
l 7 . 
. 
1 1 
4 © l 
J : 
\ 
* 
1 1 19 
ao T3 : 
fl * 
N 
1 "10 
| | . 
* « i497 : l 
G : 
: , 
4 : 7 
=” 1 
9 {dg . 
$1; , 
p War 
I 
s 2 
i = 
4 
4: 
17 1 
? gr 
: 
- 
, 


— 
bd oc 
= - 


| Wolf, after devouring his Prey, happen'd to have a 
Bone ſtick in his Throat; which gave him fo much 
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vertue of my Prerogative; to which, I make no queſtion 
but ſo dutiful and loyal a People will pay all the Deference 
and Regard that I can deſire. Now, as for the remaining 
Part, the Neceſſity of our preſent Affairs is ſo very urgent, 
our Stock ſo low, and our Credit fo impair'd and weaken d, 
that I muſt inſiſt upon your granting that without any Hc- 
ſitation or Demur; and hereof fail not at your Peril. 


Te APPFLECATLEON. 


No Alliance is ſafe and ſecure which is made with thoſe 
that are Superior to us in Power, Tho' they lay them. 
ſelves under the moſt ſtrict and ſolemn Ties at the ope»inp 
of the Conprels, yet the firſt advantageous Opportunity 
will ten pt them to break thro? Bona Fide, and they will 
never want ſpt cious Pretences to furniſhout their Declara- 
tions of Wan I know not whether it is more ſtupid and 
ridiculous for a Community, to truſt it ſelf firſt in the 
Hands of a fingle Perſon in abſolute Power, or, to expect 
atterwards that their Properties ſhoulJ be ſecure. 


FAB. VII. The Wolf and the Crane. 
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Fain and Uneaſineſs, that he went howling up and down, 


And importuning every Creature he met, to lend him a 


Kind Hand in order to redreſs his Grievance; nay, he pro- 


Fmis'd a reaſonable Reward, to any one that ſhould under- 
take the Operation with Succeſs. At laſt the Crane, tempt- 


ed with the Lucre of the Reward, and having firſt pro- 
eur'd him to confirm his Promiſe with an Oath, under- 
took the Buſineſs; and ventur'd his long Neck into the ra- 
pacious Felon's Throat. In ſhort, he pluck'd out the Bone, 
congratulated his Patient upon his fate Recovery, and told 
him, he hop'd he would be as good as his Word. The 
Wolf, after hawking and hemming a little, to clear his 
Pipes, turning his Eyes ſeriouſly to the Doctor, ſaid, Why 
look ye Mr. Crane, I did not think you had been ſo 
unconſcionable a Perſon; I had your Head in my Mouth, 
and could have crack'd your Crown whenever pleas'd, but 
ſuffer d you to take it away without any Damage, and yet 
Jou are not contented. 


2 The APPLICATION. 


There is a certain ſort of People in the World, which a 
Man may be in the wrong for doing Services to, upon 
a double Score; firſt, becauſe they never deſery'd to have a 
good Office done them; and ſecondly, becauſe, when 
once engap'd, 'tis ſo hard a matter to get well rid of their 
| Acquaintance. 
This Fable is not an Example of Ingratitude, as at firſt 
ſight it ſeems to be, and as ſome of the Mythologifts have 
underſtood it; to make it a Parallel in that Caſe, the Crane 
ouzht to have been under ſome Difficulties in his Turn, 
and the Wolf have re fus'd to aſſiſt him when it was in 
his Power. The whole ſtreſs of it lies in this, That we 
© ought to conſider What kind of People they are to whom 
we are deſit'd to do good Offices, before we do them; 


* fer he that grants a Favor, or even con fides in a Perſon 


of no Honour, inſtead of finding his A in 1 
1 | g his Account in it, comes 
off well if he is no Sufferer, 
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FAB. VIII. The Stag looking into the Water 
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Stag that had been drinking at a clear Spring, fa 
himſelf in the Water; and, pleas'd with the Pro- 
ſpect, ſtood afterwards for ſome Time contemplating ar- 
ſurveying his Shape and Features, from Head to Foo: 
Ah! ſays he, what a glorious pair of branching Horns ar: 
there! how pracefully do thoſe Antlers hang over m 
Forehead, and give an agreeable Turn to my whole Face 
If ſome other Parts of my Body were but proportiona}/: 
to them, I'd turn my Back to no body; but I've a Ser 
of ſuch Legs as really make me aſham'd to ſee ther: 
People may talk what they pleaſe of their Conveniencic: 
and what great Need we ſtand in of them upon ſeveral Oc 
cations; but, for my Part, I find them ſo very ſlender, an: 
unſightly, that I had een as lief have none at all. Whit: 
he was giving himſelf theſe Airs, he was alarm'd wit! 
the Noiſe of ſome Huntſmen, and a Pack of Dogs, tha: 
had been juſt laid on upon the Scent, and were makin; 
towards him. Away he flies in ſome Conſternation, an: 


bounding nimbly over the Plain, threw Dogs and Men ar: 
val 
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ſt Diſtance behind him. After which, taking a very 
Mick Copſe, he had the ill Fortune to be entangled by his 
Worns in a Thicket; where he was held faſt, till the 
ounds came in and pull'd him down, Finding now, 
tow it was like to be with him, in the Pangs of 
Death, be is ſaid to have utter'd theſe Words: Unhappy 
Ereature that I am! I am too late convinc'd, that, what 
prided my {elf ſo much in, has been the Cauſe of my 
Undoing; and what J ſo much deſpis d, was the only 
Thing that could have fav'd me. 
r 


| ow AF LICATI ON. 


I don't know how to apply this better, than by ſup- 
ling the Fable to be a Parable; which may be thus ex- 
lain d. The Deer, viewing it ſelf in the Water, is a beau- 
Fiſul young Lady at her Looking-Glaſs, She can't help 
eing ſenfible of the Charms which lie 3 in every 
Feature of her Face, She moiſtens her Lips, languiſhes 
with her Eyes, adjuſts every Lock of her Hair with the 

g, fa, —Fceſt Exactneſs, gives an agreeable Attitude to her 
he Pro Whole Body: and then, with a ſoft Sigh, ſays to her ſelf, 
ing an Ah! how happy might I be, in a daily Crowd of Admirers, 
o For if it were not for the Cenſoriouſneſs of the Age! When I 
lorns ar: piew that Face, where Nature, to give her her Due, has 
ver m Y liberal enough of Charms, how ſatisfied and eaſy 


Should I be, if it were not for that ſlender Particular, my 
tion Virtue. The odious Idea of that comes acroſs all my hap- 
» a Yor: ” Moments, and bringsa Mortification withit that damps 
ny moſt flattering, tender Hopes, Oh! that there were 

no ſuch Thing in the World! In the midſt of theſe Solilo- 
*quies, ſheis interrupted by the Voice of an agreeable young 
Man, who enters her Chamber, ſinging a Rigadon Air. 

* She reſents the Liberty, tho' it happens to be her favo- 
„Mu rite Youth, and, with a ſerious Reſerve, gives him to un- 
d wi:: gerſtand, ſhe is not to be treated in that Manner. The 
25, tha: VFouth, upon this, throws himſelf at her Feet, implores 
makin? her Pardon, and promiſes, by all that's good and ſacred, 


on, 2:4 to obſerve a proper Diſtance for the future. After which, 
len a: the Diſcourſe running from one thing to another, he 
vat # takes 
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takes Occaſion to launch out in Praiſe of her Beayts; 
ſees ſhe is pleas d with it, ſnatches her Hand, kiſſes it in 
a Tranſport, and, in ſhort, purſues his Point ſo cloſe, 
that ſhe is not able to diſengage her ſelf from him, But, 
when the Conſequence of all this approaches, in an Apo. 
ny of Grief and Shame, fhe fetches a deep Sigh, and ſays, 
Ah! how miſtaken have I been! the Virtue I ſtighted ſo 
might have ſavd me; but the Beauty I priz'd fo much 
has been my Undoing, 


FAB. IX. The Fox and the Crow. 
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| A Crow having taken a Piece of Cheeſe out of a Cot- 


tage- Window, flew up into a high Tree with it, in 
order to eat it. Which a Fox obſerving, came and {ae 
underneath, and began to compliment the Crow upon the 


Subject of her Beauty. I proteſt, ſays he, I never ob- 


ferv'd it before, but your Feathers are of a more del'cate 
White than any that ever I ſaw in my Life. Ah! whata 
fine Shape, and graceful turn of Body is there! And 1 


% 
aca 46a ···· 
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make no queſtion but you have a tolerable Voice? If it 
were but as fine as your Complexion, as I hope to live, ' 


don't know a Bird that could pretend to ſtand ia Compe- 


tition 


Beats; 
ſſes it in 
ſo cloſe, 
n. But, 
an Ago- 


| | | 


1 


F a Cot- 
th it, in 
and {ate 


pon the 


ever ob- 


del cate 
! what a 
And ] 


? If it 


o live, I 
Compe- 
tition 


bim leſs, they are envfous, or, poſſibl 
and, in either Caſe, are to be deſpis'd, or diſregarded. For 
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pn with you. The Crow, tickled with this very civil 
guage, neſtled and riggled about, and hardly knew 
ere ſhe was; but thinking the Fox a little in the Dark 
to the Particular of her Voice, and having a Mind to 
fer him right in that matter, ſhe begun to ſing, for his 
Information; and, in the ſame Inſtant, let the Cheeſe dro 
oat ot her Mouth. This being what the Fox wanted, 
he chopt it up in a Moment; and trotted away, laughing 
in his Sleeve, at the eaſy Credulity of the Crow. 


Te APPLICATION. 


They that love Flattery, (as I have heard ſeveral Peo- 
ple declare they do) are in a fair Way to repent of their 
Faible at the long Run. And yet I don't believe there is 
one to be found among the whole Race of Mankind, wWbo 
may be ſaid to be full Proof againſt its Attacks. The 
groſs Way, by which it is manzg'd by ſome filly Pra- 
Qitioners, is enough to alarm the dulleſt Appreheniion, and 

nake it value it ſelf upon the Quickneſs of its Inſight 
into the little Plots of this Nature. But, let the Ambuſ- 
cade be diſpos'd with due Judgment, and I will warrant 
it do ſurprize the moſt guarded Heart. I have known a 
Man tickled to the laſt degree with the Pleaſure of Flat- 
Sey, while he has been applauded for his honeſt Deteſta- 
Hen of thoſe that are liable to it themſelves, or play it 
oF upon others. I know no Way to baffle the Force of 
this Engine, but by every one's examining impartially 
| himſelf, the true Eſtimate of his own Qualities; If 

deals fincerely in the matter, no Body can tell ſo well 
as. himſelf, what Degree of Eſteem ought to attend any 
of his Actions; and therefore he ſhould be entirely 
ealy, as to the Opinion Men are like to have of them in 


ww 


the World. It they attribute more to him than 1s his 


que, they are either depen or miſtaken; if they allow 
y. ſtil] miſtaken ; 


he that flatters without deſigning to make Advantage of 

It, is a Fool: And whoever encourages that Flattery which 
be has Senſe enough to ſee thro?, is what the Engliſh call 
228 Coxcomb. ns : 
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FAB. X. The Two Bitches. 
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Bitch, who had a great Belly, and was juſt ready : 

whelp, intreated another Bitch to lend her her Ken. 
nel, only till her Month was up, and then ſhe ſhould har: 
it again. The other very readily conſented, and, with : 
great deal of Civility, relign'd it to her immediately. How- 
ever, when the Time was elaps'd, ſhe came and made hy 
a Viſit, and very modeſtly intimated, that now ſhe wis 
up and well, ſhe hop'd ſhe ſhould ſee her abroad again; 


for that, really, it would be inconvenient for her to be 


without her Kennel any longer, and therefore ſhe told her 
ſhe mult be ſo free as to defire her to provide her {e!! 
with other Lodgings as ſoon as ſhe could, The lying-in 
Bitch replied, That truly ſhe was aſham'd for having kept 
her ſo long out of her own Houſe; but it was not upon 
her own Account, for indeed ſhe was well enough to go 
any where, ſo much as that of her Puppies, who were 
yet ſo weak, that ſhe was afraid they would not be able 
to follow her; and, if ſhe would but be ſo good as to 


: 


4 
[ 


let her ſtay a Fortnight longer, ſhe ſhould take it for the 


greateſt | ; 
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ateſt Obligation in the World. The other Bitch was 
good - natur'd and compaſſionate as to comply with this 

jueſt too; but, at the Expiration of the Term, came 
W told her poſitively that ſhe muſt out, for ſhe could not 
poſſibly let her be there a Day longer. Muſt out ---- fays 
other; we'll ſee that; for, I promiſe you, unleſs you 
can beat me, and my whole Litter of Whelps, you are 
never like to have any thing more to do here. 


| The APPLECATLqLIO N. 

pPoſſeſſion is eleven Points of the Law; and tho', where 
Equiry flouriſhes, and Property is duly ſecw'd, the 
4we'fch Point, I mean that of Right, is better than the 
Aber eleven; yet this Fable may ſerve as a very good 
on of Caution to us, never to let any thing we value 
out of our Poſſt ſſion, without very good Security. 
iſe and good-natur'd Men will give liberally and judi- 
avully what they can ſpare; but to lend, where there is a 
"Faſſibility of our being defrsuded by the Borrower, is 
the Part of a too eaſy and blameable Credulity. — 


1 F A B. XI. The Proud Frog. 
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N Ox, graſing in a Meadow, chanc'd to ſet his Foot 
among a Parcel of young Frogs, and trod one of 
' them 
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them to Death. The reſt inform'd their Mother, when Miter 
ſhe came home, what had happen'd; telling her, that the Bign 
Beaſt which did it was the hugeſt Creature that ever they my 
ſaw in their Lives. What? was it ſo big? fays the od well 
Frog, ſwelling and blowing up her ſpeckled Belly to a | 


great Degree. Oh, bigger by a vaſt deal, fay they. Ard 


ſo big? fays ſhe, ſtraining her ſelf yet more. Indeed, * 
Mamma, fay they, if you were to burſt your ſelf, you fore 
would never be ſo big. She ſtrove yet again, and burſt chaſ 
her ſelf indeed. a co 

Te APPLICATION. at t] 


Whenever a Man endeavours to live equal with one of, and 
a greater Fortune than himſelf, he is ſure to ſhare a bK? 
Fate with the Frog in the Fable. Huw many vain People, © Binh 
of moderate eaſy Circumſtances, burſt and come to no- 
thing, by vying with thoſe, whoſe Eſtates are more ample |? 
than their own! Sir Changeling Plumbſlock was poſſeſsd I 
of a very conſiderable Demeſns, devolv'd to him by the 
Death of an old Uncle of the City, who had adopted him 
his Heir, He had a falſe Taſte of Happineſs; and, with- | ? 
out the leaſt Economy, truſting to the Sufficiency of his ; 
vaſt Revenue, was reſolv'd to be out-done by no body, in | | | 
ſhewiſh Grandeur, and expenſive Living. He gave five 
thouſind Pounds for a Piece of Ground in the Country, 
to ſet a Houſe upon; the Building and Furniture of which 1 
coſt fifty Thouſand more; and his Gardens were propor- 
tionably magnificent. Beſides which, he thought himſelf BY 
under a Neceſſity of buying out two or three Tenements 
which ſtood in his Neighbourhood, that he might have i 
Elbow-room enough, All this he could very well bear; 
and ſtill might have been happy, had it not been for an 
unfortunate Interview that happen'd one Day between him 
and Fo. Carpet his Gardiner, He call'd Carpet, who was! 
talking with a Stranger, and ask'd him, who the Perſon F7 
was that he had with him: Fo. told him, That, an't pleaſe Þ 
his Honour, the Gentleman was Gardener to my Lord Þ 
Caftle-builder. Pray Fo. ſays Sir Changeling, deal ingenu- 4 8 
ouſly, and tell me which you think are the nobleſt Gar- 
dens, mine or bis Lordſhip's, Fo, ſcratch'd his Head, and, Pro 
| 3 after 
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on MR iter a little humming and hawing, replied, That for the 
e Bigneſs of them, his Honour's were as pretty Gardens as 
my Lord's, and that he would anſwer for their being as 
well kept. For the Bigneſs? ſays Sir Changeling, with 
ſome Concern; why, my Ground is near twelve Acres, 
That's true, ſays Carpet, ſcratching his Head again, but 
my LordCaſtle-bnilder's is above twenty. The Knight im- 
"2 mediately look'd thoughtful, and walk'd away. But, be- 
fore the next Winter, he gave five and thirty Years Pur- 
2 chaſe for a dozen Acres more to enlarge his Gardens, built 
a couple of exorbitant Green-houſes, and a large Pavilion 
at the farther end of a Terras-Walk. The bire Repairs 
or, and Superintendencies of all which, call for the remaining 
be Part of his Income. He is mortgag'd pretty deep, and 
„pays no body; But, being a privileg'd Perſon, lives alto- 
4 gether in Town, and lodges at a Periwig-maker's in 

: Long-Acre. 
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HE Fox invited the Stork to Dinner; and, being 
| diſpos'd to divert himſelf at the expence of his Gueſt, 
: provided nothing for the Entertainment, but a Soup, in a 

| wide, 
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wide, ſhallow Diſh. This he himſelf could lap up wir: . 


great deal of Eaſe; but the Stork, who could but juſt dy 
in the Point of his Bill, was not a Bit the better, all the 


while. However, in a few Days after, he return'd the 


Compliment, and invited the Fox; but ſuffer'd nothing to 


be brought to Table but ſome minc'd Meat in a Glaſs ar; F 


the Neck of which was ſo deep and fo narrow, that, tha 


the Stork with his long Bill made a ſhift to fill his Belly, Mi! if 
all that the Fox, who was very hungry, could do, was to 1} 


lick the Brims, as the Stork {labber'd them with his cat." WW; 


ing. Reynard was heartily vex'd at firſt; but when he 
came to take his Leave, own'd ingenuouſly, that he had 
been us'd as he deſerv'd; and that he had no Reaſon to 
take any Treatment ill, of which himſelf had ſet the Ex- 
ample. 

Tr APPLICATION. 


It is mighty imprudent, as well as inhuman and uncivil,} | W 
to affront any Body; and whoever takes the Liberty to e. 


erciſe his witty Talent that Way, muſt not think much of ll 
it, if he meets with Repriſals. Indeed, if all thoſe, who Fl, | 


are thus paid in their own Coin, would take it with the 
ſame Frankneſs the Fox did, the Matter would not be 


much; but we are too apt, when the Jet comes to be 


at inſuffer: b'e in 
another, which we look'd upon as pretty and facetious, ? 


turn'd home upon our ſelves, to think t 


when the Humour was our own, The Rule of doing as 
we would be done by, fo proper to be our Model in every 
Tranſaction of Life, may more particularly be of Uſe in 
this Reſpect; becauſe People ſeldom or never receive any 


Advantage by theſe little ludicrous Impoſitions; and yet, if 
they were to ask themſelves the Queſtion, would find, that 
another's uſing them in the ſame Manner, would be very 


diſpleaſing. All Men may, if they pleaſe, retaliate theſe 
Injuries 1n the one Way that they are offer'd; but the 
Ladies lie under a Diſadvantage in this ay hee Fo moſt 


Abtle 


of their Wars of this kind are offenſive, from the did and n to 
the ugly, againſt the young and handſome, and are play d 
off in Cenſure and A. perſion; I know no way the latter 
have to revenge themſelves againſt the former, but by u- 

N 34 


Mrificit 


rand 
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th z F o a quite conffary Weapon; and for every Miſrepre- 
tation and Scandal which is utter/d-at them, to retort a 
Whole Volley of Leng + 


e F A B. XIII. The Eagle and the Fox. 
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AN Eagle that had young ones, looking out for ſome 
„ $F> Prey to feed them with, happen'd to light upon a 
Dx's Cub, that lay basking it ſelf abroad in the Sun. She 
ade a Stoop, and truſs'd it immediately; but, before ſhe 
very ad carried it quite off, the old Fox coming home, im- 
e in Wor'd her, with Tears in her Eyes, to ſpare her Cub, and 
any Fry the Diſtreſs of a poor fond Mother, who ſhould think 
et, it % Affliction fo great, as that of being childleſs. The 
that BYagle, whoſe Neſt was up in a very high Tree, thought her 
very elf ſecure enough from all Projects of Revenge, and ſo 
bre away the Cub to her young ones, without ſhewing 
y Regard to the Supplications of the Fox. But that 
btle Creature, highly incens'd at this outragious Barbarity, 
En to an Altar, where ſome Country People had been ſa- 
Mrificing a Kid in the open Fields, and catching up a Fire- 
d in her Mouth, made toward the Tree where the 
__ Eagle's 
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Eagle's Neſt was, with Reſolutions full of Revenge, sle 
had ſcarce aſcended the firſt Branches, when the Eagle, 
terrify'd with the approaching Ruin of her ſelf and Fa. 
mily, beg'd of the Fox to deſiſt, and, with much Submiſ.'* 
ſion, return'd her the Cub again ſafe and ſound, 4 


Te APPLICATION, 5 — 


This Fable is a Warning to us, not to deal hardly or 
injuriouſly by any body. The Conſideration of ou] 
being in a high Condition of Life, and thoſe we hurt, fx 
below us, will plead little or no Excuſe for us in thi; 
Caſe: For there is ſcarce a Creature of fo deſpicable 1} 
Rank, but is capable of revenging it ſelf ſome Way, ard}: 
at ſome Time or other. When great Men happen to be? 
wicked, how little Scruple do they make of oppreſſing 
their poor Neighbours! They are perch'd upon a lofty Sf 
tion, and have built their Neſt on high; and, having ou.“ 
grown all Feelings cf Humanity, are inſenſible of a2] 
Panps of Remorſe. The Widow's Tears, the Orphan'; 2 
Cries, and the Curſes of the Miſerable, like Javelins thrown} ? 
by the Hand of a feeble old Man, fall by the way, and“ 
never reach their Heart, But let ſuch a One, in the midi 
of his flagrant Injuſtice, remember, how eaſy a Matte 
it is, notwithſtanding his ſuperiour Diſtance, for the mea 


A 


Brot! 
What 


«ft Vaſſal to be reveng'd of him, The Bitterneſs of a F 8 

Affliction, even where Cunning is wanting, may anima . 4 

the pooreſt Spirit with Reſolutions of Vengeance; and We 
( ſhey 


when once that Fury is thoroughly awaken'd, we know? 
not what ſhe will require before ſhe is InlPd to Reſt 2. to YC 

ain. The moſt powerful Monarchs cannot prevent 0 gon, 
reſolv'd Aſſ:flination ; there are a thouſand different Ways, in the 
tor any private Man to do the Buſineſs, who is heartily ed h 
diſposd co it, and willing (as my People are) toFFcou!d 
iatisfy his Appetite for Revenge, at the Expence of his care: 
Life. An old Woman may clap a Firebrand to the Palace ture. 
of a Prince, and it is in the Power of a poor weak Fool, ! 


to ceſtroy the Children of the Mighty. 
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FAB. XIV. The Boar and the Af. 
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A Little Scoundrel of an Aſs happening to meet with a 
Boar, had a mind to be arch upon him; and fo, 
Brother, ſays he, your humble Servant. The Boar, ſome- 
lattet WY what nettled at his Familiaricy, told him, he was ſurpriz'd 
bea Ito hear him utter fo impudent an Untruth. Why, replies 
df the AG, ſhould you be offended at my claiming Kindred 
er witch you, when 1 have certainly a Feature about me 
es (chewing what he meant) that bears a great Reſemblance 
et 2. Ito your Snout ? The Boar briſtled up at this, and was juſt 
ent 1 going to ſhew his noble Reſentment by giving him a Rip 
wars x the Flank; but wiſely ſtifling his Paflion, he content- 
arti cd himſelf with only ſaying, Go, you ſorry Beaſt! I 
>) tof could be amply and eaſily reveng'd of you, but 1 don't 


of his care to foul my Tusks with the Blood of ſo baſe a Crea- 
Palace ure. 
Fool 


is A FFPFELCAT:IO N. 


. Fools are ſometimes ſo ambitious of being thought 
MWits, that they run great Hazards in attempting to ſhew 


FAP them- 


—— 


. 


* — 


crous Vein, that he bas very good Luck if he eſcapes in 


Circus, ſhould be match d with thoſe of their own Level 
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themſelves ſuch. This is not the firſt Aſs, who, after a 

handſome Rebuke from one ſuperior to himſelf, both in F. 
Courage and Merit, has continu'd his awkward Raillery 
even to the laſt degree of Offence, And ſo far has he 
been from raiſing himſelf the leaſt Eſteem by his ludi- 


a whole Skin. Buffoons, like the Dwarfs in the Roman 


2 Man, in Senſe or Stature, would be aſham'd to encoun- 
ter either of them. Bur, notwithſtanding all this; and 


tho' the Boar in the Fable is a very good Example to Men Þ If 
of generous braye Spirits, not to give themſelyes up to 1 
Paſſion, nor to be diſtemper'd with Thoughts of Revenge Fjh 
upon the inſolent Behaviour of every Aſs that offends Fi 
them, becauſe their Hands would be diſhonour'd by the [ 
Tincture of a baſe Man's Blood; yer, among human %% 
Creatures, the Correction of an Aſs that would be unſta- 
ſonably witty, may be perform'd with Juſtneſs and Pro. | 
priety enough; provided it be done in good Humour. The "1! 
Blood of a Coward, litterally ſpeaking, would ſtain the Re 
Character of a Man of Honour; But a good Cane, : 
Tweak by the Noſe, or a handſome Kick decently applied 


to a proper Part, may ſerve for a wholſome Reproot to F 
the one, and a Satisfaction to the other. But all thi Bs 
ſhould be done, if poſſible, in the utmoſt Calmneſs of in 
Temper. It takes off ſomething from the Reputation of oK, 


a great Soul, when we ſee it is in the Power of a Foo Nord, 
to ruffle and unſettle it. | 2 
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IAB. xv. The F rogs and the fighting Bulls. 
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pic! oY Frog, one Day peeping out of the Lake, and looking 
* about him, ſave two Bulls fighting at ſome Diſtance 
G of e in the Meadow; and calling to one of his Acquaintance, 
„no $020k, fays he, what dreadful Work there is yonder ! 
Fac Tord, what will become of us! Why, pr'ythee, ſays to- 
Per, don't frighten your ſelf ſo about nothing; how can 
eir Quarrels poſſibly affect us? They are of a different 
ind and Way of living, and are at preſent only contend- 
Ing which ſhall be Maſter of the Herd. That's true, re- 
ies the firſt, their Quality and Station in Life is, to all Ap- 
Farance, different enough from ours: But, as one of them 
il certainly get the better, he that is worſted, being beat 
t of the Meadow, will take Sanctuary here in the Mar- 
Pes, and may poſſibly tread out the Guts of ſome of us: 
d, you ſee we are more deeply concern'd in this Diſpute 
theirs, than at firſt you were aware of. 
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Te APPLICATION, 


This poor timorous Frog had juſt Reaſon for its Feste 
and Suſpicions; it being hardly poſſible for great Peope 
to fall out, without involving many little ones below 7 
them, in the ſame Fate. Nay, whatever becomes of the 
former, the latter are ſure to ſuffer; thoſe may be only 2 
playing the Fool, while theſe really ſmart for it. Deliran; 
Reges, pledtuntur Achivi. 

It is of no ſmall Importance to the honeſt, quiet Part 
of Mankind, who deſire nothing ſo much as to ſee Peace 
and Virtue flouriſh, to enter ſeriouſly and impartially into 
the Conſideration of this Point: for, as fignificant as the 
Quarrels of the Great may ſometimes be, yet they are 
nothing without their eſpouſing and ſupporting the, 
one way or other. What is it that occaſions Parties, but ©? 
the ambitious or avariticus Spirit of Men in eminent St.- 
tions, who want to engroſs all Power into their own 
Hands? Upon this they foment Divifions, and form ba. 
ctions, and excite Animoſities between well-meaning, but 
undiſcerning People; who little think that the only Ain; 
of their Leaders is no more than the Advancement of 3 
their own private Seli-intereſt, The Good of the Publ, 
is always pretended upon ſuch Occaſions, and may ſome. 
times happen to be tack d to their own; but it is a Rider, on- 
and was never originally intended. I know not what Re er hi 
medy to preſcribe againſt ſo epidemical and frequent Mppo 
Malady, but only, That every Man who has Senſe enougt wi 
to diſcern the pitiful private Views that attend moſt of vho | 
the Differences between the Great Ones, inſtead of aiding ctio: 
or abetting either Party, would, with an honeſt Courage es; 
heartily and openly oppoſe both. (s of 
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FAB. XVI. /e Kite and the Pidgeons. 
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vl A Kite, who had kept failing in the Air, for many Davs, 
we near a DovEhouſe, and made a Stoop at ſeveral Pid- 
der, £015, but all to no Purpoſe, for they were too nimble 
t Re Mor him, at laſt had recourſe to Stratagem; and took bis 
ent pportunity, one Day, to make a Declaration to them: 
ough FP which he ſer forth his own juſt and good Intentions, 
oft oho had nothing more at Heart than the Defence and Pro- 
ding xction of the Pidgeons in their ancient Rights and Liber- 
rape cs; and how concern'd he was at their Fears and Jcalou- 
eas of a foreign Invaſion, el their unjuſt and un- 
onable Suſpicions of himſelf, as if he intended, by torce 
f Arms, to break in upon their Conſtitution, 2 and erect a 
Prannical Government over them. To prevent al! which, 
. throughly to quiet their Minds, he thought pr oper co 
*Þopole to them ſuch Terms of Alliance and Articles of 
Peace, as might for ever cement a good Underſtanding be- 
irt them; The principal of which was, That they 
3 C 3 ſhould 
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ſhould accept of him for their King, and inveſt him with * 
all kingly Privilege and Prerogative over them. The pox 
iimple Pidgeons conſented : The Kite took the Coronation 
Oath after a very ſolemn Manner, on his Part; and the 
Doves, the Oaths of Allegiance and Fidelity, on theirs. - 
But much Time had not paſs'd over their Heads, before 
the good Kite pretended that it was Part of his Pr erogs. 
tive to devour a Pidgeon whenezer he plcas d. And this 
he was not contented to do himſelf only, but inftructe; 3} 
the reſt of the Royal Family in the fame kingly Arts 0 3 
Government. The Pidgeons, reduc'd to this miſerab: 
Condition, ſaid one to t'other, Ah! we deſerve no bettet 
Why did we let him come in? 


The APPLICATION. 


What can this Fable bz applied to, but the exceed'ry 
Blindnefs and Stupidity ot that Part of Mankind, wh 
wantonly and fooliſhly truſt their native Rights of L. 
berty without good Security? Who often chuſe for Gun 
dians of their Lives and Fortunes, Wretches that are fl. A 
ter to grace the Gallows than the Throne, and for whon_? 
the ſtrongeſt Goal in their Nation would be the fitte!” ier! 
Palace. The only Excuſe that can be made in this Caſe Dec! 
1s, either, That they were deceiv'd in their Expectation Entir 
or never thoroughly knew the Manners of their King 
till he had got them entirely in his Power. 1 deny th 12 
latter of theſe; for many, with the Doves in the Fable, u f 
ſo filly, that they would admit of a Kite, rather than be *< 
without a King. And as to the former, we ought nd, F007 
to incur the Poſſibility of being deceiv'd in ſo important! o ca 
Matter as this; an unlimited Power ſhould not be truſts! $924 
in the Hands of any one, who is not endu'd with a Pc: Pot, 1 
tection more than humane, | mon 
neal 
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ik FAB. XVII. The Man and his two Wives. 
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Man, in Times when Polygamy was allow'd, had 
two Wives: One of which, like himſelf, had ſeen 
er beſt Days, and was juſt as it were entring upon the 
Declivity of Life; but this, being an artful Woman, ſhe 
ncirely conceal'd by her Dreſs; by which, and ſome other 


win Fegant Qualities, ſhe made a ſhift: ſometimes to engage her 
1 h iasband's Heart. The other was a beautiful young Crea- 
27 ure of ſeventeen, whoſe Charms, as yet in the height of 


oom, and ſecure of their own Power, had no occaſion 
tant! Jo call in any Artifice to their Aſſiſtance. She made the. 
truſte Pod Man as happy as he was capable of being, but was 
a Pc Mot, it ſecms, completely fo her ſelf: The grey Hairs, mixt 

Fnong the black upon her Husband's Head, gave her ſome. 
Unealineſs, by proclaiming the great Diſparity of their Years; - 
herefore, under colour of adjuſting and combing his 
Head, ſhe would every now and then be twitching the 
ilver Hairs with her Nippers ; that, however Matters 
cre, he might {till have as few viſible Signs of an ad- 
FAM C4 vanc'd 
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vanc'd Age as poſſible. The Dame, whoſ Years 
nearer to an Equality with his own, efteem'd thoſe 
Locks as the Honours of his Head, and could have wil 
they had all been ſuch; ſhe thought it gave him 2 
table Look, at leaſt, that it made her appear ſometh 
younger than him: So that every time the honeſt M 
Head tel! into her Hands, the took as much Pains to 
tirpate the black Hairs, as t'other had done to an : 
grey. They neither of them knew of the other's Desi 
but, each continuing her Project with repeated Indu 
the poor Man, who thought their Deſire to oWige pr.. 
them upon this extraordinary Offi ciouſueſs in dreſ. 
his Head, found himſelf, in a ſhort Time, without 
Hair at all. 


D APPLICATION. 


Phedrus, whoſe Senſe I have generally follow?'d, 
very Fable which he has made bis in his Applicztion 


1 1 


this, is 3 little ſevere upon the Ladies; and tells us, 
by this Example we may fee, the Men are ſure to be 
Loiers by the Women; as well, when they are the © | 
— s of their Love, 25 while they lie under their Diſp e. e 

ure. All that I (hall add to whar he has ſaid, is 0 obſerve, | 


tat mar 7 Women may un fortunately, out of a pure Ef _ - 
or Love, co 2 thauiand troublef ome difagreeable Thin; Mace 
ro their Boch ancs, They, wwhoie Love 18 remper's v 9 07 
2 tolerable hre of good Senſe, will be ſure to have It be 
teparare Views of their own, nor do any thing wh: ele 
1 Husband may pofſih'y ciflike, without coaſulting ©: 1 nity 
rt. One ſhould nor be gueſſing and preſuming WN; met 

will pleaſe the cher; and, ir 2 Wiſe _ her Husband gn. 
Friend only, the leaſt the can do, is firſt to comm. ent 
cate to him all the important 9 the undertake: MS... 
and thoſe eſpecially which the intends ſhould be for 18 e 
Honour and Credit. 1 "= 
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AB. XVIII. The Stag in the Ox- Stall: 


5 
7 


n © A g, rous'd out of his thick Cover in the midſt of 
* the Foreſt, and driven hard by the Dogs, made o- 
oe rds 2 Farm-houſe; and ſceing the Door of an Ox-Seal! 


een, took Sanctuary in it, and hid himſelf under a heap 
TA ay g | | | 
Pen S raw. One of the Oxen, turning his Head about, 


d him, what he meant by venturing himſelf in ſuch a 
, ee 25 that was, where he was ſure to meet with his 
oom. Ah! dear Gentlemen, fays the Stag, if you vill 
2+ 11 be fo good as to keep my Counſel, I hope I ſhall do 
„iel enough; I intend to make off again the firſt Oppor- 
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teſting that they were the moſt obliging People chat 
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ever he had met with in his Life. After he had done hi; 


Compliments, one of them anſwer'd him gravely ; In- 1 


deed we deſire nothing more, than to have it in our Powe: 
to contribute to your Eſcape; but, there is a certain Per. 
fon you little think of, who has a hundred Eyes; if he 
ſhould happen to come, I would not give this Straw fo: 
your Life. In the Interim, home comes the Maſter him- 
ſelf, from a Neighbour's where he had been invited te 
Dinner: and, becauſe he had obſerv'd the Cattle to look 3 
but ſcurvily of late, he went up to the Rack, and ask! 
why they did not give them more Fodder; then, caſting 13 
his Eyes downward, Hey day, ſays he, hy ſo ſparing ©: 
your Litter? pray ſcatter a little more here. And th 
Cobwebs ------ But I have ſpoke ſo often, that unleſs Id. 

it my ſelf ------ Thus, as he went on, prying into ever; 
thing, he chanc'd to look where the Stag's Horns lay ſtick 3 
mg out of the Straw ; upon which he rais'd a Hue-and. 3 
Cry, call'd all his People about him, kill'd the poor Steg 
and made Prize of him. 1 


in APPLICATION. . 

The Moral of this Fable is, That no body looks aft 

a Man's Affairs ſo well as he himſelf. Servants, bein 
but Hirelings, ſeldom have the true Intereſt of their , 
ſter at Heart, but let things run on in à negligent con 
ſtant Diſorder; and this, generally, not ſo much for wal 
of Capacity as Honeſty, Their Reads are taken up wil! 
the Cultivation of their own private Intereſt; for th: 
Service and Promotion of which, that of their Maſter v7 
poſtpon'd, and often entirely neglected. J 

If this be the Caſe, as it certainly is, among ordinary 

Maſters end Servants; and it is of £ ill Conſequence to: 
Man not to inſpe& the Economy of his own Houſholiy 
how deplorable muſt be the State of that People, whil 
have a King or Governor ſo ignorant, that he knows no 
or ſo indolent that he cares not, what becomes of ther? 
Welfare and Happineſs! Who leaves the Adminiſtraio 
of every thing to the Management of Servants, 200 
Thoſe, wicked, knayiſh, ſelf- intereſted ones! Perhaps fonts 
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may fancy him a mild and good Prince, becauſe he does 
not, like the Emperor of Morocco, actually butcher his 
People with his own Hinds; but, he is, paſſively, a ſad 
Creature, and the fingle Author of all the Woe that his 
Subjects feel; when, by his Neglect, a villainous Sett of 
Miniſters triumph in the Ruin of the Nation; or, by his 
Protection, are ſcreen'd from the juſt Reſentment and 
Indignation of an injur'd Peopl-. 

Happy are we Pritons! who are bleſs'd with a Govern- 
ment, where the Reverſe of what I have been ſpeaking 
of is ſo conſpicuous. Our Maſter, with a Goodnels and 
rg not inferior to thoſe ot the beſt Prince that ever 
vd, looks to every Part ot our Well-being; and the 
Servants, who are moſt immediately employ'4 under 
him, promote and execute his honeſt Inclinations, with 
an unparaliel'd Vigilance and Reſolution. 


FAB. XIX. The Dog and the Wolf. 
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Lean, hungry, halt-ftary'd Wolt, happen d, one Moon— 
ſhiny Night, to meet vrith a jolly, plump, well-{cd 
Maſtiff; And, after the firſt Compliments were pals, 


14S 


— 
fin” 


a> Pu 


: 3 n > 


. 
— 


——— Ind ee 


25 ASOP's FABLES. 


lays the Wolf, Sir, you look extreme well; I profeſs, ! 
think I never ſaw a more graceful, comely Perſon; But, 
for God's fake, how comes it about, that you ſhould live 
ſo much better than 1? I may fay, without Vanity, that 
I venture fifty times more than you do; and yet, I vow, 
I am almoſt ready to periſh with Hunger. The Dog an- 
{wer'd, very bluntly, Why you may live as well, if you 
will do the ſame for it that I do, Ay? What's that? ſays 
he. Why, ſays the Dog, only to guard the Houſe a- 
nights, and keep it from Thieves. With all my Soul, re- 
plies the Wolt; for at preſent I have but a ſorry Time 
on't; and, I think, to change my hard Lodging in the 
Woods, where I endure Rain, Froſt and Snow, for a 
good warm Roof over my Head, and a Belly-ful! of good 
Victuals, will be no bad Bargain. True, ſays the Dog, 
theretore you have nothing more to do but to follow me. 
Now, as they were jogging on together, the Wolf ſpicd 
a Creaſe in the Dog's Neck; and, having a ſtrange Curio- 
{ity, could not forbear asking him what it meant? Puh! 
nothing, ſays the Dog. Nay, but pray, ſays the Wolf. 
Why, ſays the Dog, it you muſt know, I am tied up in 
the Day time, becauſe I am a little fierce, for fear I ſhould 
bite People, and am only let looſe a-nights. But this is 
done with Deſign to make me ſleep a-days, more than a- 
ny thing elſe, and that I may watch the better in the 
Night time: for as {oon as cyer the Twilight appears, out 4 
I am turn'd, and may go where I pleaſe. Then, my Ma- 
fter brings me Plates of Bones from the Table with his i 
own Hand; and whatever Scraps are left by any of the 
Family, they fall to my Share; for you muſt know I am 
a Favorite with every body. So you ſee how you are to a | 
live Come, come along; what's the matter with 4 | 
you? No, the Devil take me, if I do. Keep your Hap-| 
piaeſs all to your ſelf. For my Part, I would not accept 3 ö 
of a Crown, unleſs I might retain my Liberty at che MIA 
lame time. 
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? TT APFLEICATION. 

' The loweſt Condition of Life, with Freedom attend- 

© Pg it, is better than the moſt exalted Station among a X 
it Pourt of Slaves. ſop and Phadrus, who had both felt 1 
„Pe bitter Effects of Slavery; tho? the latter of them had 1 
„e good Fortune to have one of the mildeſt Princes that [3 
u Per was, for his Maſter; yet they can't forbear taking al! $ $ 
i opportunities to expreſs their great Abhorrence of Servi- 0 ; 

a de, and their Paſſion far Liberty, upon any Terms 1 

Fhatſoever. Indeed, a State of Slavery, with whatever * 
Neming Grandeur and Happineſs it may be attended, is yet j! 

* precious a Thing, that he muſt want Senſe, Honeſty, 

he urage, and all manner of Virtue, that can endureto pre- 

2 Fer it in his Choice, A Man, who has fo little Honour as 

0) bear to be a Slave, when it is in his Power to prevent 

07, M redreſs it, would make no Scruple to cut the Throats 

nc. bis Fellow-Creatures; or to do any Wickedneſs that 


icd Wc wanton unbridled Will of his tyrannical Maſter could 
i0- We": 


4 IB. XX. The Lamb brought up by a Goat 
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Wolf meeting a Lamb, one Day, in Company with 
a Goat, Child, ſays he, you are miſtaken, this is 
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none of your Mother, ſhe's yonder; (pointing to a Flock , 
of Sheep, at a Diſtance.) It may be ſo, fays the Lamb; f 


The Perſon that had the Pleaſure in conceiving me, and t. 
afterwards bore me a few Months in her Belly becauſe e 2 
could not help it, and then dropt me, ſhe did not care whe," h 


and left me to the wide World, is, I ſuppoſe, what you de 
call my Mother; but 1 look upon this good charitable Goy 
as ſuch, that took Compaſſion on me, in my poor, her. 
leſs, deſtitute Condition, and gave me Suck; ſparing » A 
out of the Mouths of her own Kids, rather than I ft, 
want it. Ay, but ſure, ſays he, you have a greater e, 
gard for her that gave you Lite, than for any boi 
elſe. She gave me Lite! She go fiddle. She th: 
could not ſo much as tell whether I ſhould be black « 
white, had a great Hand in giving me Life, to be fur 
But, ſuppoſing it were ſo, I am mightily oblig'd to h 
truly, for contriving to let me be of the Male-Kind, 
that I go every Day in Danger of the Butcher. W. 
Reaſon then have 1 to have a greater Regard for one | 
whom I am ſo little indebted for any Part of my Bein 
than for thoſe from whom I have receiv'd all the Benevolen 
and Kindneſs which have hitherto ſupported me in 1% 


TT APPLIECATTON. 2 

Tis they whoſe Goodneſs makes them our Parents, t 
properly claim a filial Reſpe& from us, and not t 
who are ſuch only out of Neceſſity. The Duties bete 
Parents and their Children are relative and reciprocal. 
all Laws, natural as well as civil, it is expected that 'f 
Parent ſhould cheriſh and provide for the Child, ti!! 
able to ſhift tor it ſelf ; and that the Child, with 


mutual Tenderneſs, ſhould depend upon the Parent fal v 
Suſtenance, and yield it a reaſonable Obedience. auoh 


thro' the Depravity of human Nature, we very often 
theſe Laws violated, and the Relations before-mentic 
treating one another with as much Virulence as Enen 
of different Countries are capable of. Thro' the nat! 
Impatience and Protervity of Youth, we obſerve the 
Occaſion for any Animotity moſt frequently ariling f. 
their Side ;z but, however, there are not wanting 

| 2m 
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c amples of undutiful Parents: And, when a Father, by u- 
i; fing a Son ill, and refuſing to allow him ſuch an Educa- 
nA tion and ſuch an Allowance as his Circumſtances can well 
„afford, gives him Occaſion to withdraw his Reſpect from 

him, to urge his begetting of him as the ſole Obligation 


ere f Tan, > N 

id to Duty, is talking like a filly, unthinking Dotard. Re- 
„ ciprocal Benevolence muſt be kept up between Relations, 
n ob well as Friends; for, without this Cement, whatever 
ACh 


vou pleaſe to call the Building, it is only a Caſtle in the 
ig Air, a Thiag to be talk'd of, without the leaſt Reality. 


15 Fa B. XXI. The Peacock's Complaint. 
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| HE Peacock preſented a Memorial to Juno, importing 
how hardly he thought he was us'd, in not having 
good a Voice as he Nightingale; That that petty Ani- 
nal was agreeable to every Ear that heard it; but he, 
zugh'd at for his ugly ſcreaming Noice, if he did but 
pen his Mouth. The Goddeſs, concern'd at the Uneaſi- 
cis of her favorite Bird, anſwer'd him very kindly, to x 
is Purpoſe: But you have the Advantage in point of i 
auty and Largeneſs of Perſon. The vivid Blue of the 7 
phie glitters in your Neck; and, when you ſpread your 
5 Tail, 


2 


7 


and unalterable Decree of Fate; how abſurd is it to hear 
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Tail, a gemmy Brightneſs ſtrikes the Eye from a Plumage 
varied with a thouſand glowing Colours. Ah! ſays he, but t 
what avails my ſilent unmeaning Beauty, when I am { p! 
far excell'd in Voice! The Goddeſs diſmiſs d him, bidding 
him conſider, that the Properties of every Creature werc 
appointed by the Decree of Fate; To him Beauty; Strength 
to the Eagle; to the Nightingale a Voice of Melody; the 
Faculty of Speech to the Parrot; and to the Dove Inno- 
cence, That each of theſe was contented with its own 
peculiar Quality; and, unleſs he had a mind to be nile- 
rable, he muſt learn to be ſo too. 


Te APPLICATION. 
Since all Things (as Juno ſays) are fix'd by the etern: 


People complaining and tormenting themſelves for the: 

which it is impoſſible ever to obtain. They who are ? 
ambitious of having more good Qualities, ſince that i 
impraCticable, ſhould ſpare for no Pains to cultivate and 
recommend thoſe that they have; which, a Sourneſs and 
Peeviſnneſs of Temper, inſtead of improving, will cer. 
tainly leſſen and impair, whether they are of the Mind Ml! 
or Body. Lexius fit patientia quicquid corrigere eſt ne, fl | 
was a Maxim of one who was no leſs Philoſopher thi 
Poet. If we had all the defirable Properties in the World, | 
we could be no more than eaſy and contented with them: = 
and, if a Man, by a right way of thinking, can reconci: 
himſelf to his own Condition, whatever it be, he wil 
fall little ſhort of the moſt complete State that Mortal: «My nail 
ver enjoy. Rodanthe, with a Face as charming as Nato. hi 
can form, ſighs for the fine Shape of Leptimela; and F,. wy 
rinda, a Miracle of Beauty in all other Reſpects, repinei re 
at not having a better Voice. But, if ſuch as theſe car 
find DeteEts to make them miſerable, what can parzle 
the continual Envy, Fretfulneſs, and Jealouſy, Which 
torture the Soul of Tpiſſa! Call to Mind the moſt ug 
cenſortous, old Virgin that you know in the World, 44 
you b-hold Trfifſa. There is no one good Qualicy 1 
Lye that ſhe can poſſibly attain,” but Charity ; and thi 


- 


7 
ASOP's FABLES. 41 
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— it preſent, ſhe is very far from. O, Ter piſſa] t he Hand 
o pt Fate is againſt you; all your Prayers will not derive 
I Peauty to your ſelt, nor blaſt it in others: It is not in * 
| 8 Ie Power of Heaven to contradi& its own Decrees: ef- 1 
_ ect therefore that which is in your own Power, and ex- 0 
g rt the only Grace which your niggardly Deſtiny has not I \ 
the Denied you; Be Good natui'd. J x 
No- 1 | +8 
wn FAB. XXII. The Fox and the Grapes. 9 
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hem - bo; di 
once Fox, very hungry, chanc'd to come into a Vineyard, | 
Kuß where there hung Bunches of charming ripe Grapes ; 


tals  nail'd up to a Trellis ſo high, that he leapt till he quite 
"i d himſelf, without being able to reach one of them. 


d 1 r laſt; A Pox take them! ſays he; they are but green 
TY | four, fo VI! e'cn let them alone. 

parale Tr APFpELICATION 

which rbis Fable is a good Reprimand, to a Parcel of vain 


ug combs there are in the World, who becauſe they 
Id, Wu never be thought to be diſappointed in any of their 
licy 1 Huits, pretend a Diſlike to every thing which they cannot 
4 thuWoin. There is a ſtrange Propenfity in Mankind to this 
MV per, and there are Numbers of grumbling Male- 
: contents 
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contents in every different Faculty and Sect in Life. Th: Her 
diſcarded Statefman, conſidering the Corruption of be 
Times, would not have any Hand in the Adminiſtration he 
of Affairs for all the World, The diſſenting Teacher miph: That 
have a Biſhoprick if he would conform, but there t. No 
fome Ceremonies which his Conſcience wil never ſus Pon 
him to comply with. The Country Squire damns ; We; 
Court Life, and would not go cringing and creeping os Rio! 
a Drawing Room for the beſt Place the King has in he 
Difpoſal. Frontiniac, being ask'd how he lik'd tac Mil 
brated Speculinda, by whom all the World knew hee 
deſpis'd, anſwer's, ſhe had a linking Breath, When: IF 
comes it but from this Diſpoſition, that all thoſe wt .. 
are out of Place, are of an oppoſite Party to thole that 
are in? Repetundarius, when out of Play, complain'd thi! 
a Majority was kept up in the Houſe, only by Bribery, 
He pot to he reſtor'd ſoon after, and made himſelf ti. 
richeſt Man in the Nation, by ſelling Places, How i 
ſufferable is the Pride of this poor Creature Man! who 
would ſto op to the baſeſt vileſt Actions, rather than 
thought not able to do any thing. For what is mor: 
baſe and vile than Lying And when do we Iye morn 
notoriouſly, than when we diſparage and find Fault witt 
4 Thing, for no other Reaſon but becauſe ir is out e 
our Power ? 

I ſhail not diſmiſs this Fable without removing an O. 
jection that may be ſtarted againſt it, upon a Fox's bei 
introduc'd as a Lover of Grapes, whereas that Creatur: 
is not obſery'd to prey upon the Fruit of the Vine.“ 
would therefore deſirt ſuch Critics to conſider, that th 
Scene being laid in a foreign Country, where, either ti 
Appetites of Foxes, or the Texture of Grapes, may dif! 
from thoſe which are peculiar to theſe Iſlands, it mat 
the Fact not improbable; and in the juſtly admir'd <0 
of Solomon, there is a Paſſage which confirms this ot A 
fop, Ch. ii. 15. Take us the Foxes, the little Foxes that ſ n Oc 
rhe Vines; for our Vines have tender Grapes. 4 

If that penetrating Critic, who has made ſuch jud 
cious Emendations in his incomparable Edition of ora] 
had not. ſupported his Expunction of Vulfecula, _ e Mann 
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er lion of Nitedula, by a better Reaſon than the Impro- 
de Friety of a Fox's eating Corn, it could never have ſtood 
on Ihe Teſt. Indeed, it happens very unfortunately for us, 
12h! Phat that Fable is neither in Phedrus, nor the Greek Colle» 
- ire Et on; either of which might have clear'd the Point be- 
ung Pond Diſpute, But however, the Impoſſibllity of a Fox's 
n: ntring a Camera Framenti, a Corn-'3asket, at ſo ſmall a 
g to lole as muſt needs be in ſuch a kind of Utenſil, makes 


1 "1; he Emendation abſolutely neceſſary; and no Word is ſo 
ct. Yik:ly to have been intended as Nitedula, a Field. Mouſe. 


FAB. XXIII. The Viper and the File. 
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at thi . , , 
25 JA Viper entring a Smith's Shop, look'd up and down 


gige for ſomething to eat; and ſeeing a File, fell a gnaw- 
Ing of it as greedily as could be. The File told, him very 


abe | 
1 don ruffly, that he had beſt be quiet and let him alone; for 
ot & Phat he would get very little by nibbling at one, who, up- 


dn Occaſion, could bite Iron and Steel. 
Tbs...-A-F-P-L-1-GC-4-P--+-0-:; 


"at [18 


h jul By this Fable we are: caution'd to conſider what any 
Hoa Perſon is, before we make an Attack upon him after any 
ana Manner whatſoeyer : Particularly, how we let our Tongues: 
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flip in cenſuring the Actions of thoſe, who are, in the 
pinion of the World, not only of an unqueftion'd Repus 
tion, ſo that no body will believe what we inſinuate; 
gainſt them; but of ſuch an Influence, upon account | 
their own Veracity, that the leaſt Word from them w- a Wl) 
ruin our Credit to all Intents and Purpoſes. If Wi: 1M 
the Caſe, and we have a Satirical Vein, which at cent 
Periods muſt have a Flow, let us take care whom we |; 

vel it at; for if the Perſon's Underſtanding be of bers | 
Proof than our own, all our ingenious Sallies, like “ 

quor ſquirted againſt the Wind, wi recoil back upon c 

own Faces, and make us the Ridicule of every Spe? 

This Fable, belides, is not an improper Emblem of Eπ 3 
which, rather than not bite at all, will fall foul, where: 10 
can hurt nothing but it {-1f, An envious Critic is a ſ MM)! 
of Viper; who can't forbear nibbling at every Authe 8M/!] 
that comes in his Way: nor can even the moſt ad 
Poet that ever wrote, eſcape him; tho' it be one, wh 
like a File, poliſhes every Subject which he touches, nM : 
is of Metal and Solidity enough to break the Teeth cf? 
ſuch little carping Inſects. I fancy Horace had this FH 


Renee 


— 


in View, when ſo boldly, but juſtly, he ſays to I . 
bat ius. e 
W 
quicquid ſum Ego, quamvis, m 
Infra Luci i cenſum ingeniumque, tatnen Me nd: 
Cum maguis vixiſſe invita fatebitur uſque le 
Invidia; (., fragili quarens inlidere dentem rns, 
Offendet ſolido: ing 
hin 

A Man, whoſe Capacity is ſtampt with the Approb ati 
of the Public, or even ot the better Few; and wo rhe 
Manners receive a kind of Teſtimonial from his bei, T 
admitted into the Converſztion of People of true Qui! ore 
may, without Vanity, comfort himſelf with the ſame A Co 
flection. fry | 
niclf 
$250 ow 
The 
{ut 
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bal) 1 FAB. XXIV. The Fox and the Goat. 
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I} 
*. Fox having tumbled, by Chance, into a Well, had 
7 = been caſting about a long while, to no Purpoſe, how 


ſhould get out again; when, at laſt, a Goat came to 
Pace, and wanting to drink, ask d Reynard, whether 
8 Watcr was good: Good? ſays he; ay, fo ſweet, that 
Im afraid I have ſurfeited my ſelf, I have drank fo 
Wndantly. The Goat, upon this, without any more a- 
leapt in; and the Fox, taking the Advantage of his 
rns, by the aſſiſtance of them, as nimbly leapt out: 
ing the poor Goat at the Bottom of the Well, to ſhift 
himſelf. 

Tie APPLICATION. 
he Doctrine taught us by this Fable, is no more than 
„That we ought to conſider who it is that adviſes us, 
ore we follow the Advice. For, however plauſible 
lame g Counſel may ſeem, if the Perſon that gives it is a 
| $4 Knave, we may be aſſur'd that he intends to ſerve 
niclf in it, more than us, if not to erect ſomething to 

ay own Advantage out of our Ruin 

he little, poor, Country Attorney, ready to ſtarve, 
11 ſunk to the loweſt Depth of Torerty for mu of 
Faq m- 
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Employment, by ſuch Arts as theſe, draws the Squirt: t! 
his Neighbour into the Gulf of the Law; till, lying hol! | au; 
on the Branches of his Revenue, he lifr's himſelf out oi e; 
Obſcurity, and leaves the other immur'd in the Bottom ed 
of a Mortgage. K \ 
An Eccleſiaſtic of a conſiderable Character, who, by I. 4 
refuſing to take the uſual Oaths to the Governmer,, | 


throws himſelt out of his Preferments; when he reflect FF, * 
cooly upon the Matter, and repents of his Raſhneſs, cy K. 
find no Way ſo proper to recover them again, as, by; 
hypocritical Perſiſtence, to draw great Numbers of ki; Pete 
filly unthinking Brethren, who rely upon his Judgmer 9. 
end Integrity, into the ſame Trap; till, their Num: ye 
increaſing, the Policy of the Adminiſtration hail thirk 
proper to buy him off, with greater Preferments ard fr. WTis 
ter Benefices; and then, he mounts, as one may y, rl 
the Horns of theſe ſtupid Goats, and leaves them at h Wnft 
Bottom of the Well of Poverty and Contempt, a Pa Wo a 
of deſpairing, diſappointed Nonjurors. live 
Par 
FAB. XXV. The Country-man and the Snake bin 
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lire 5 t help having a Compallion for the poor Creature, ſo 
Bought it home and laid it upon the Hearth before the 
Pe; but it had not lain there long, before (being re- 
ed with the Heat) it began to erect it ſelf and fly at 

> Wife and Children; filling the whole Cottage with 
adful Hiflings. The Country-man, hearing an Outery, 
0 perceiving what the Matter was, catch'd up a Mat- 
k, and ſoon did the Gentleman's Buſineis; upbraiding 

at the ſame time, in theſe Words; Is this, vile 
etch, the Return you make to him that ſav'd your 
:? Dye, as you deſerve; but a ſingle Death is too good 
you. 


10 
t of 
om 


APPLICATION. 
Tis the Nature of Inprates to return Evil for Good; 
the Moraliſts in all Ages have inceſſantly declaim'd a- 
Waoft the Enormity ot this Crime; concluding that they 
Wo are capable of hurting their Benefactors, are not fir 
live in a Community; being ſuch as the natural Ties 
Parent, Friend, or Country, are too weak to reſtrain 
hin the Bounds of Society, Indeed the Sin of Inpra- 
de is ſo deteſtable, that, as none but the moſt inheman 
per can be guilty of it, ſo, in writing to Men, 
e is no Occaſion to uſe many Words, either in expo- 
the Vice it ſelf, or diſſuading People from the Com- 
ion of it. Therefore I can't thiak that a Perſon of 
þ's Sagacity, would have compil'd this Fable, without 
ing ſomething elſe in View, beſides this trite and ob- 
us Subject He certainly intended to put us in Mind, 
at, as none but a poor filly Clown would go to take 
a Snake and cheriſh it; ſo, we ſhall be very negligent 
i advis'd, if, in doing good Offices, we do not take 
e to beſtow our Benevolence upon proper Objects. It 
$ not at all unnatural in the Snake, to hiſs, and bran- 
bis Tongue, and fly at the firſt that came near him; 
11. oon the Perſon that ſav'd his Life as any other; in- 
more likely; becauſe no body elſe had fo much to 
ith him, Nor is it ſtrange at any time to ſce a re- 
date Focl, throwing his poyſonous Language about, 
committing his Extrayagancies; againſt thoſe, more 
eſpecially, 
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eſpecially, who are ſo inadvertent as to concern then, Wi 
ſelves with him. The Snake and the Reprobate will ny 
appear extraordinary in their Outrages: But the fn 
Part of Mar kind, cannot fail to condemn thoſe ot prey 


Indiſcretion, who receive either of them into their u 
tection. 


FAB. XXVI. The Mountains in Labour 
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HE Mountains were ſaid to be in Labour, and ut! nt 
moſt dreadful Groans. People came together, fr Who 
near, to ſce what Birth would be produc'd; and, after to 
had waited a conſiderable Time in Expectation, out hel 
a Mouſe. . wh] 
Te APPFLIGCGCATIO;NMN. a 
Great Cry ard little Woo!l, is the Exgliſh Proverb: fl Vir 
Senſe of which bears an exact Proportion to this F 
By which are expos'd, all thoſe who promiſe ſometl1 — 


exceeding great, bat come off with a Production 
culouſly little. Projectors of all Kinds, and eſpecia 
Poetry, who endezyour by artificial Rumours to rait 
Expectations of Mankind, and then by their mean N 
for mances defcat and diſappoint them, have, time ou 
oy 
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on, ind, been laſh'd with the Recital of this Fable, Horace, 
bis Art of Poetry, ſpeaking of a bombaſt Introduction 
bat dwindles away and ends in nothing, compares it 
ith the Labour of the Mountains; by asking. 


Quid dignum tanto feret hic Promiſſor hiatu ? 
Farturiunt Montes; naſcetur ridiculus Mus, 


be proceeds, he deſcribes the true Poet, who fuits his 
Introduction to the reſt of his Work, and makes the Be- 
I Finning, Middle, and End all of a Piece: and, by a beau- 
| ful Metaphor, tells us, that ſuch a one does not begin in 
Blaze, and end in a Smoak, (the true Character of a 
Waſty Writer;) but is, on the contrary, like a Fire de- 
ad to be permanent, and uſeful; which, at its firſt 
Wodliog, breaks out from a Cloud of Smoak, and grows 
earcr and brighter as it burns. This Character is juſt, 
t only in reſpect of a good Poet, but any good Wri- 
and not only ſo, but is a Model for us in every re- 
errkable Tranſaction of our Lives. How agreeably ſurpriſ- 
g is it to ſee an unpromiſing Favorite, whom the Caprice 
fl Fortune has plac'd at the Helm of State, ſerving the 
I Wommonwealth with Juſtice and Inteprity, inſtead of 
ordering and embezzling the public Treaſure to bis 
00 n private and wicked Ends! And on the contrary, 
„ melancholy, how dreadful! or rather, how exaſ- 
rating and provoking a Sight is it, to behold one, 
hoſe conſtant Declarations tor Liberty and the public 
od have rais'd People's Expectations of him to the 
pheſt Pitch, as ſoon as he is got into Power, exerting 
W whole Art and Cunning to yuin and enſlave his Coun- 
The ſanguine Hopes of all Thoſe that wiſh'd well 
W Virtue, and flatter'd themſelves with a Reformation 
every Thing that oppos'd the well-being of the Com- 
nity, vaniſh away in Smoak, and are loſt in a dark, 
omy, uncomfortable Proſpect. 
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NE Day there e ſome Words . tie 
Ant and the Fly about Precedency; and the Pon 
was argued, with great Warmih and Eagernets on bot WM Tt 
ſides. Says the Fly, It's well known what my Preter, 
ſions are, and how juſtly they are grounded: There's new! 
a Sacrifice that's offer d, but 1 always taſte of the Entra 
even before the Gods themſelves. 1 have one of the 

permoſt Seats at Church, and frequent the Altar as ofi 
as any body. I have a free Admitlion at Court; and cl 


never want the King's Ear, for I ſometimes fit upon i the 
Shoulder. There is not a Maid of Honour, or haadion Mpic: 
young Creature comes in my Way, but, it I like her, [ft purt, 
ſettle betwixt her balmy Lips. And then I eat and dri 


the beſt of every thing, without having any occaſion i W to 
work for my Living. What is there that ſuch Coun) ar 
Puſſes as you enjoy, to be compar'd with a Life lixe tee 
The Ant, who by this time had compos'd her ſelf, rep, 


with a great deal of Temper, and no leſs Severity; Ince 150 
to be a Gueſt at an Entertainment of the Gods, is 4 , 7 15 
us 8 
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reit Honour, if one is invited; but I ſhould not care to 
Je a diſagreeable Intruder any where. You talk of the 
ing, and the Court, and the Maids of Honour, with 
Treat Familiarity; but, as I have been getting in my Harveſt 
SF: Summer, I have ſeen a certain Perſon, under the Town- 
| alls, making a hearty Meal upon ſomething, that is not 
P proper to be mention d. As to your frequenting the 
* Mirars, you are in the right to take Sanctuary where you 
Sre like to meet with the leaſt Diſturbance: But I have 
nown People, before now, run to Altars, and call it De- 
tion, when they have been kick'd out of all good Com- 
any, and had no where elſe to go. You don't work 
dr your Living, you fay; True; therefore when you 
e play'd away the Summer, and Winter comes, you 
ve nothing to live upon; and, while you are ſtarving . 
ith Cold and Hunger, (thank God) I have a good warm 
ouſe over my Head, and Plenty of Proviſions about 
e. 


rere. 


This Fable points out to us the different Characters of 
e, that recommend themſelves in a vain- glorious Way 
falſe and borrow'd Lights; and of thoſe, whole real 
rit procures them a good Biteem, wherever they po. 
wverty and Folly having, at the {ame time, Poſſiſſion of 
y one Man, cannot fail of making him an Object of 
y, if not of Contempt; but, when an empty, con- 


Protect, 
Ss Ince 
'ntrald 
he 1 
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and & ad Pride happens to be join'd with them, they ren- 
pon WF the Creature, in whom they meet. at the ſame time, 
radion Mpicable and ridiculous. One, who often attends at 
e her, Pur, not beczuſe he has a Place, but becauſe he his not, 
nd dre puld not value himſelf upon his Condition. They who 
alen to Church out of Necetlliry (for Example, becauſe 


y are poor, or old, or ugly) and not out of pure 
nice; ſhould not value thernſelves upon their Religion, 
it is not worth a Straw. They who eat at a three- 


Coun 
. 1... 
ike tg 


TY W's Ordinary, and ſometimes not ſo well ſhould not 
e ſt either ot their Dinner or Company. Ia ſhort, no 
$3 1 is a better Gentleman than he, whoſe own honeſt 
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Induſtry ſupplies him with a Plenty of all Neceſſaries 
who is ſo well acquainted with Honour, as never to fi 
or do a mean and unjuſt Thing; and who deſpiſes an ed 
Scoundrel, but knows how to eſteem Men of his ow: 
Principles. Such a one is a Perſon of the firſt Qui; 
tho? he has never a Title; and ought to take Place ob. 
very Man, wh6 is not ſo good as himſelf. ''Y 


FAB. XXVIII. Te Old Hound. 
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N old Hound, who had been an excellent good (: 
in his Time, and given his Maſter great Sport i 
Satisfaction in many a Chace; at laſt, by the Effect 
Years, became quite decay'd and worn out. Howe 
being in the Field, one Day, when the Stag was alm 
run dovyn, he happen d to be the firſt that came in with ll 
and ſciz d him by one of his Haunches; but, his ps 
old broken Teeth not being able to keep their Hold, 
Deer eſcap'd him, and threw him quite out. Upon wg 
his Maſter being in a great Paſſion, and going to {i 
him, the good old Creature is ſaid to have bark d out 
Apology; Ah! do not ſtrike your poor old Servant; 


SOUP FABLES #3; 


ed pot my Heart and Inclination, but my Strength and my 


o lay Breed that fail you. If what I now am diſpleaſes, pray 
NICK * h be 

own Pon't forget what I have been, 

11's, 3 Ter - APFLECAT ION. 

of & This Fable may ſerve to give us a general View of the 


Jnpracitude of the greateſt Part of Mankind. Notwith- 
anding all the Civility and Complaiſance that is us'd a- 
mong People where there is a common Intercourſe of Bu- 
Panel, yet, let the main Spring the Probability f their be- 
2 ſerviceable to each other, either in point of 1-aſureor 
05 profit, be but once broken, and farewell Courteſy: ſo 
% War from continuing any Regard in behalf of paſt Favours, 
hat it is very well it they forbear doing any thing that is 
jurious, If the Maſter had only ceas'd to carcis and 
ake much of the old Hound when he was paſt doing 
y Service, it had not been very ſtrange; but to go to 
eat a poor Creature ill, not for a Failure of Inclination, 
ut merely a Defect of Nature, muſt, notwithſtanding the 
Wrowd of Examples there are to countenance it, be pro- 
unc'd Inhumane and Unnatural]. | 
Thereare two Accounts, upon which People, that have 
en uſt ful, are frequently neglected. One, when they 
e ſo decay d, either thro Age or ſome Accident, that 
ey are no longer able to do the Services they have for- 
erly done; the other, when the Occaſion or Emergency, 
phich requir'd ſuch Talents, no longer exiſts. Phædrus, 
ho more than once complains of the bad Conſequences 
Age, makes no other Application to this Fable, than 
le 0 telling his Friend Philetus, with tome Repret, that he 
: rote it with ſuch a View; having, it ſeems, been repaid 
With Neglect or worſe Uſage, for Services done in his 
S 40 Mouth to thoſe who were then able to afford him a better 
vith A ccompence, And | wiſh it was not my Misfortune to 
his d now quite ſo many, who above Eight Years ago, in a 
10.0, Fine of Difficulty and Diſtreſs, were allow'd to have de- 
n wigrv'd well of the Public, by Thoſe, who have almoſt e- 
to (Fr ance wanted every thing, but the Power, to make them 
d our Wm {mall Return, 


vant; 
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Kite had been fick a long time; and finding thy * 
was no Hopes of his Recovery, beg'd of his Motbe 

to go to all the Churches and Religious Houſes in ti 
Country, to try what Prayers and Promiſes would effet 
in his bchalf. The old Kite replied, Indeed, dear Son, 
would willingly undertake any thing to fave your Lift 
but I have great Reaſon to deſpair of doing you any de 
vice in the Way you propoſe: For, with what Face q 
I ask any thing of the Gods in Favour of one wh 
whole Life has been a continued Scene of Rapine andi 
juſtice, and who has not ſcrupled, upon Occaſion, i 
rob the very Altars themſelves ? | 


Tr APPLICATION: F 

The Rehearſal of this Fable almoſt unavoidably dan 
our Attention to that very ſerious and important Point, u 
Conſideration of a Death-bed Repentance. I would . 
willingly, in writing to Children and thoſe whoſe Nos 
ons of Morality are not yet form'd, diſtract the Mind wit 
any thing too terrible and melancholy ; and ſhall therefor 
avoid. as much as poſſible, entering upon any Subject“ 
| 77 
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the moſt grave and ſevere Senſe which it is capable of; chu- 
Wing rather to win them over to n Opinion by mild fami- 
Yiar Ideas, and ſuch as are moſt conſiſtent with good Hu- 
10ur, But this being a Topic where that is not to be ex- 
ected. I ſhall endeavour to compenſate that Inconveni- 
nce by being as brief as poſſible. 

To expoſe therefore the Abſurdity of depending upon 
he Validity of a Penitence extorted by the Approach of 
eath, we need only ask the ſame Queſtion with the Kite 
n the Fable: How can he that has offended the Gods all 
is Life-time by doing Acts of Diſhonour and Injuſtice, 
xpect that they ſhould be pleas'd with him at laſt, for no 
dther Reaſon but becauſe he fears he ſhall not be able to 
pffend them any longer? I think ſuch a Repentance can 
ignify nothing but a Confirmation of his former Impu- 
ence and Folly; For ſure no Stupidity can excecd that of 
he Man who believes a future judgment, agcording to 
e Scripture Account, and yet can bear to commit any 
Piece of Injuſtice, with a Senſe and Deliberation of the 


act, 
FAB The Hares 
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Leaves, the Hares (in a certain Park where there happen 
to be Plenty of them) were ſo terribly frightned that th: 
ran like mad all over the Place, reſolving to ſeek out ſome 
Retreat of more Security, or te end their unhappy Dar: 
by laying violent Hands upon themſelves. With this Re. 
ſolution, they found an Outlet where a Pale had been broken 
down ; and, bolting forth upon an adjoyning Common, 
had not run far before their Courſe was ſtopt by that of 
gentle Brook which glided acroſs the Way they intended tg 
take. This was ſo grievous a Diſappointment that they 
were not able to bear it, and they determin'd rather to 
throw themſelves headlong into the Water, let what woull 
come of it, than lead a Life ſo full of Dangers and Cro: 
ſes. But, upon their coming to the Brink of the River, 
a Parcel of Frogs which were ſitting there, frighted x 
their Approach, leapt into the Stream in great Confulion, 
and div'd to the very Bottom for Fear. Which a cunning 
od Puſs obſerving, call'd to the reſt and ſaid, Hold, hay: 
a Care what ye do: here are other Creatures, I perccive, 
which have their Fears as well as we: Don't then let u. 
fancy our ſelves the moſt miſerable of any upon Earth; 
but rather, by their Example, learn to bear patiently thol: 
Inconyeniences which our Nature has thrown upon us, 


Te AFPLICATION 

This Fable is defign'd to ſhew us how unreaſonab!e ms. 
ny People are, for living in ſuck continual Fears and Dil. 
quiets about the Miſerableneſs of their Condition. The: 
is hardly any State of Life great enough to ſatisfy the FE 
Wiſhes of an Ambitious Man; and ſcarce any ſo mean, W 
but may ſupply all the Neceſſities of him that is moderate, 
But if People will be ſo unwiſe as to work themſelves uy ? 
to a. pro Misfortunes, why do they grumble at N. . 

ture and their Stars, when their own perverſe Minds a 
only to blame? Tf we are to conclude our ſelves unhappj Fj. 
by as many Degrees as there are others greater than we . 
why then the greateſt Part of Mankind muſt be miſerabæ 
in ſome Depree at leaſt. But if they who repine at their 
own afflicted Condition would but-reckon up, how mai] 
; Moe 
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. more there are with whom they would not change Caſes, 


y 8 than whoſe Pleaſures they envy, I believe they wouldriſe 
ms vp better fati-fied from ſuch a Calculation. But I know 
iv not what to ſay to thoſe who have a way of creating 
Re. hemſelyes Panics; from the Ruſtling of the Wind; the 
; cratching of a Rat or Mouſe behind the Hanging; the 
en Fluttering of a Moth; or the Motion of their own Sha- 
non, dove by Moonlight: Their whole Life is as full of Alarms 
of 2 es that of a Hare; and they never think themſelves ſo 
edt happy, as when, like the timorous Folks in the Fable, they 
they meet with a ſett of Creatures as fearful as themſelves. 
e FAB. XXXI. The Lion and the Mouſe. 
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3 M Lion, faint with Heat and weary with hunting, was 
derate laid down to take his Repoſe under the ſpreadin 
lvesu Foughs of a thick ſhady Oak. It happen'd that, while 
at Nr ſſe flept, a Company of ſcambling Mice ran over his Back 
= n pd wak'd him. Upon which, ſtarting up, he clap'd his 
* upon one of them, and was juſt going to put it to 
era ath, when the little Suppliant implor'd his Mercy in a 
at ther r moving Manner; begging him not to itain his noble 
ur mary haracter with the Blood of fo deſpicable and ſmall a 

mo D 5 Beaſt, 
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Beaft. The Lion, conſidering the Matter, thought proper : 


to do as he was defir'd, and immediately releas d his little 
trembling Priſoner, Not long after, traverfing the Fo- 
reſt in Purſuit of his Prey, he chanc'd to run into the 
Toils ot the Hunters; from whence, not able to diſengage 
himſelf, he ſet up a moſt hideous and loud Roar. The 
Mouſe, hearing the Voice and knowing it to be the Lion's, 
immediately repair'd to the Place, and bid him fear nothing, 
tor that he was his Friend. Then ſtrait he fell to work, 
and, with his little ſharp Teeth, gnawing aſunder the 
Knots and Faſtnings of the Toils, ſet the royal Brute 2 
Liberty. 
SS APFLICATEON 

This Fable gives us to underſtand that there is no Per. 
ſon in the World ſo little, but even the greateſt may, 2 
ſome Time or other, ſtand in need of his Aſſiſtance; and 
conſequently that it is good to uſe Clemency, where there 
is any Rcom for it, towards thoſe who fall within our 
Power. A Generofity of this Kind is a handſome. Virtue, 
and looks very graceful whenever it is exerted, if there 
were nothing elſe in it; But as the loweſt People in Lit: 
may upon Occaſion have it in their Power, either to ery: 
or hurt us, that makes it our Duty in Point of commor 
Interck, to behave our ſelves with Good-nature and Le. 
nity towards all with whom we have to do. Then the 
Gratitude of the Movſe, and his Reacineſs, not only tc 
repay, but even to exceed the Obligation due to his he. 
ne factor, notwithſtanding his little Body, gives us the Spe 
etmen of a great Soul; which is never ſo much delightec 


as with an Opportunity of ſnewing how ſenſible it is d 


Favours receiv d. 
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er | | FAB. XXXII. The Fatal Marriage. 
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HE Lion aforeſaid, touch'd with the grateful Proce- 
dure of the Mouſe, and, reſolving not to be out- 


| 8 Tone in Generoſity by any wild Beaſt vrhatever, deſir'd his 
mot Wtie Deliverer to name his own Terms, for that he might 
d Le. Pepend upon his complying with any Propoſal he ſhould 
n the make. The Moule, fir'd with Ambition at this gracious 
nly te Ptfer, did not fo much conſider what was proper for him 
is Be-. %o have, as what was in the Power of his Prince to 
e Spe Meant; and fo, preſumptuouſly demanded his princely 
ightes Paughter the young Lioneſs in Marriage. The Lion con- 
t is d rated. But, when he would have given the royal Vir- 


Ein into his Poſſeſſion, ſhe, like a giddy Thing as ſhe was- 
Bot minding how ſhe walk' d, by chance fer her Paw up, 

1 her Spoute, who was coming to meet her, and cruſſid 
r little Dear to Pieces. 


ere. 
This Fable ſeeons intended to ſhew us, how miſerable 
Pe People make themſelves by a wrong Judgment, when 
hey have all the good Things in the World ſpread before 
FAB. them 
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them to chuſe out of, In ſhort, if that one Particular of 
Judgment be wanting, 'tis not in the Power of the greateſt 
Monarch upon Earth, nor of the repeated Smiles of For. 
tune, to make us happy. *Tis the Want or Poſſeſſion of 3 
good Judgment, which oftentimes makes the Prince 3 
poor Wretch, and the poor Philoſopher completely eaſy, | 
Now, the firſt and top degree of Judgment, is to know 
one's ſelf; to be able to bs a tolerable Eſtimate of one's 
own Capacity, ſo as not to ſpeak or undertake any thing 
which may either injure or make us ridiculous: And yet 
(as wonderful as it is) there have been Men, of allowed 
good Senſe in particular, and poſſeſs'd of all defirable 
Qualifications in general to make Life delightful and 
agreeable, who have unhappily contriv'd to match them. 
ſelves with Women of a Genius and Temper neceſſarily 
tending to blaſt their Peace. This proceeds from ſome 
unaccountable Blindneſs : But when wealthy Plebeians of 
mean Extractions and unrefin'd Educations, as an Equi. 
valent for their Money, demand Brides out of the Nur. 
feries of our Peerage, their being deſpis d, or at leaſt o. 
verlook'd, is ſo unavoidable, unleſs in extraordinary Ca. 0 
ſes, that nothing but a falſe Taſte of Glory, or a mudq 
Stupidity inherent in People of their Rank, cou'd be ca 
pable of running into it, | 
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AB. XXXIII. The Wood and the Clown, 


Country Fellow came one Day into the Wood, and 


booked about him with ſome Concern ; upon which 


Trees, with a Curioſity natural to ſome other Crea- 
es, ask'd him what he wanted. He replied, that he 
nted only a Piece of Wood to make a Handle to his 


&tchet. Since that was all, it was voted (nemine contra- 
ente) that he ſhould have a Piece of good, ſound, tough 


But he had no ſooner receiv'd and fitted it for his 


Erpoſe, than he began to lay about him unmercifully, and 


hack and hew without Diſtinction, felling the nobleſt 


res in all the Foreſt. Then the Oak is ſaid to have 


oke thus to the Beech, ina low Whiſper ; Brother, we 


Wuſt take it for our Pains, 


Te APBDPBPLICATFTION. 
No People are more juſtly liable to ſuffer than they whe 
rniſh their Enemies with any kind of Aſſiſtance, It is 
nerous to forgive, it is injoyn'd us by Religion to love, 
r Enemies; but he that truſts, much Jeſs contributes to 


Ne ſtrengthening and arming of an Enemy, may almoſt 


depend 
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depend upon repenting him of his inadvertent Bener 
lence: Ard has moreover this to add to his Diſtreſs; I 
when he might heve prevented it, he brought his M. 
fortune upon himſeF by his own Credulity. 

Any Perſon in a Community, whether a King, orm 
other Demagogue, by what Name or Title ſoever diſh 
puiſh'd, who affects a Power which may poſſibly hurtt, 
People, is an Enemy to that People; and therefore thy 
ought not to truſt hiw. Some filly Folks, who have 
Notion of a King without a little arbitrary Power, al 
apt to fay, What? not truſt a good Prince, aad the jul 
Man that ever liv'd, with his own hereditary Prerogatin' 
No Friend, by no means; for he is fo far ſhort ot bei 


2 juſt Man, as he wants to be tampering with Prerog il) 
tives. Tho? he were ever fo fully determin'd not to; WMV 
buſe ſuch a Power, yet he is ſo far a bad Man, as het i; 


ſturbs the People's Quiet, and makes them jealous x 
uneaſy, by deſiring to have it, or even retaining it, whe 
it may prove miſemevous. If we conſult Hittory, wy 
ſhall find that the Thing Prerogarree has always been chi 
and contended for by Thoſe who never intended to mul 
a good Uſe of it; and as readily refign's arid throw 
by juſt and wife Princes, who had the true ITaterelt: 
their People moſt at Hart. How like Ideors do the 
look, who, by complimenting ſome capricious Wreto ſul 
trom Time to Time, with Parcels of Prerogative, t en 
put it out of their Power to defend and maintain chens Wea! 
ici ves in their zuſt and natural Liberty? Won 
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&4B. XXXIV. 7he Horſe and the Ng. 
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HE Stag, with his ſharp Horns, got the better of 
the Horſe, and drove him clear out of the Paſture 


hog | ere they us'd to feed together. So the latter crav'd the 
o the Hiiſtance of Man; and, in order to receive the Benefit of 
V ret ſuffer'd him to puta Bridle into his Mouth, and a Saddle 
„t Won his Back. By this way of Proceeding, he entirely 
| chews feated his Enemy; but was mightily diſappointed, when, 


n returning Thanks, and deliring to be diſmits'd, he 


| 2 Drudge you were; now I have found what you are 
d for, you may depend upon it, Pl] keep you to't. 


3 Tw APPLICATION. 
© A« the foregoing Fable was intended to caution us a- 
"i conſenting to any thing that might prejudice pub- 
Liberty; this may ſerve to Keep us upon our Guard in 
We Preſervation of tha which is of a private Nature. 
is is the Uſe and Interpretation given of it by Horace, 
e belt and moſt polite Philoſopher that ever wrote. At- 
FAD r reciting the Fable, he applies it thus; This, ſays he, ls 
7 te 


c1v'd this Anſwer: No, I never knew before how uſe- 
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5 the Caſe of him, who, dreading Poverty, parts with tie 
11 invaluable Jewel, Liberty; like a Wretch as he is, heu! 
always be ſubject to a Tyrant of ſome ſort or other, ar; 
is be a Slave for ever; becauſe his avaricious Spirit knewng # 
3 how to be contented with that moderate Competency F 
| which he might have poſleſs'd independent of all th | 
World. So far that ſweet Moraliſts The Truth 6 
which we find verified in as many Examples as there n 
Creatures of great Men in the World. What is a Com 
but a String of ſervile Attendances, where the Action 
and Thoughts of one are given up to the Diſpoſal of 2 
ther? They are all ſo intent upon making their Fortuna? 
that they forget they are poor Slaves to all Intents 28 
Purpoſes; and are like to continue ſo as long as they lin 
What mean Compliances muſt they conſtantly practit 
to maintain their Intereſt ? What {laviſh Fears mult thy 
daily undergo, left the great Man ſuſpe& them, eithe 
for want of Capacity or Attachment? Not to mentio: 
what a Succeſſion of Inquietudes he himſelf feels, eye 
time he reflects upon the tragical End of puilty Favorit 
who have been betray'd, and ſometimes ſacrific'd by th 
impatient Cravings of their own vile Party, who col 
not ſo well bear to be rid, after the Acceſſion of a ple 
tul Fortune, as they did before. But this is ſeldom . 
Caſe; The Gentlemen he has to deal with, are gener, 
ſo blinded with the Love of getting, that, in reſpecte Ml. 
recovering their Freedom, they are as ſtupid and irratiom Y 80 
as the Horſe in the Fable. | 
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FAB. . 
; Country Mouſe and the Na. Mouſe. 
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N honeſt, plain, ſenſible Comery Mou, is aid to 

have entertain'd at his Hole, one Day, a fine Mouſe 
the Town. Having formerly been Play-fellows toge- 
r, they were old Acquaintance, which ſerv'd as an A- 
vey for the Viſit. However, as Maſter of the Houſe, 


Sthought himſelf oblig'd to do the Honours of it, in all 


pects, and to make as great a Stranger of his Gueſt, 
ie poſſibly could. In order to this he ſet before him a 
erve of delicate gray Peaſe and Bacon; a Diſh of fine 
tmcal; ſome Parings of new Cheeſe; and, to crown 


U with a Deſſert, a Remnant ot charming mellow Apple. 


good Manners, he forbore to eat any himſelf, leſt 
E Stranger ſhould not have enough; but that he might 


Im to bear the other Company, fate and nibbled a 


ce of a Wheaten-Straw, very buſily. At laſt, ſays 


a > Spark of the Town, Old Crony, give me Leave to 


a little free with you; How can you bear to live 
F this naſty, dirty, melancholy Hole bere, with nothing 
but 
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but Woods and Meadows and Mountains and Rivulen 
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bout you? Don't you prefer the Converſation of 
World to the chirping of Birds, and the Splendor s 
Court, to the rude Aſpect of an uncultivated Def: 

Come, take my Word for't, you'll find it a Change 4 
the better. Never ftand ſhilly ſally, but away this / 
ment. Remember, we are not immortal, and there 
have no Time to loſe. Make ſure of to-day, and fe: 
it as agreeably as you can, you know not what 8 

happen to-morrow. In ſhort, theſe and ſuch like * 
ments prevail d; and his Country Acquaintance was x 
ſolv'd to go to Town that Night. So they both! 

out upon their Journey together; propoſing to ſneak 1» 


after the Cloſe of the Evening. They did ſo; and, or 
bout Midnight, made their Entry into a certain ga ine 
Houſe, where there had been an extraordinary Enteriz WF” 
ment the Day before; and ſeveral Tit-bits, which fo: er! 
of the Servants had purloin d, were hid under the & a 
of a Window: The Country Gentleman was immcdu a 4 


ly plac'd in the midit of a rich Perſſan Carpet; and ng 
it was the Courtier's Turn to entertain: who ind 
acquitted himſelf in that Capacity with the utmoſt Ri 
dineſs and Addreſs; changing the Courſes, as elegant 
and taſting every thing firſt, as judiciouſly as any Ca 
of a Kitchin. The other fate and enjoy'd himſelf wil 
all the Leachery ot a delighted Epicure, tickled to wh 
laſt degree with this new Turn of his Affairs; when, « 
a ſudden, a Noiſe of ſomebody opening the Door, m 


them ſtart from their Seats, and ſcuttle, in Confuſion, WW" 
bout the Dining-Room. Our Country Friend, in pe. * | 
cular, was ready to dye with Fear, at the barking ot 
huge Maſtiff or two, which open'd their Throats jut: ok 
bout the fame time, and made the whole Houſe ec if 


At laſt, recovering himſelf, Well, ſays he, if this be 3c 
Town Life, much good may do you with it; Give . 
my poor quiet Hole * with my homely, but ca 
tortable gray Peale, ; 

4 


e more ſtrongly for a Country Life, than to ob 
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Te APPLICATION. 

A moderate Fortune, with a quiet Retirement in the 
ontry, is preferable to the greateſt Affluence which is 
ended with Care and the Perplexity of Bufineſs, and 
eparable from the Noiſe and Hurry of the Town. Let 
oſe who have an Opinion of Hoyace's good Senſe and 
dgment, read the ſixth Satire of his Second Book, up- 
this Subject; in which he has introduc'd, and moſt a- 
ably related, the Fable before ue. The Practice of the 
nerality of People of the beſt Tafte, is, I muſt own, 
ectly againſt me in this Point; but, when it is con- 
er'd that this Practice of theirs proceeds rather from 2 
dopliance with the Faſhion of the Times, than their 
n private Thoughts, the Objection is of no Force. 
Wnong the great Numbers of Men, who have received a 
rned Education, how few are there, but either have 
ir Fortunes intirely to make; or, at leaſt, think they 
erve to have, and ought not to loſe the Opportunity of 
tting, ſomewhat more than their Fathers have left them. 
e Town is the Field of Action for Voluntiers of this 
nd; and whatever Fondneſs they may have tor the 
duntry, yet they muſt Ray till their Ci: cumſtances will 
mit of a Retreat thither, But I believe there never 
15 a Man yet, who liv'd in a conſtant Return of Trou- 
> and Fa'igue in Town, as all Men of Euſineſs do in 
me Degree or other, but has form'd to himſelf tome 

d of getting, ſome ſufficient Competency, which may 
able him to purchaſe a quiet Poſſeſſiou in the Country, 
here he may indulge his Genius, and give up his old 
edo that eaſy ſmooth Life, which, in the Tempett of 
neſs, he had ſo often long'd for. Can any thing ar- 
ſerve 

bat a long Courſe of Labour People go throigh, and 
bat Difficulties they encounter, t come at it? They 
dk upon it, at a Diſtance, like aK d of Heaven, a Place 
Reſt and Happineſs; and are puſhiag forward through 


Wc rugged thorny Cares of the World, to make their 


y towards it, If there are many, who, tho' born to 


ntiful Fortunes, yet live moſt part of their Time, in 
Noiſe, the Smoak, aud Hurry of the Town; 2 
fa 
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ſhall find, upon Inquiry, that neceſſiry indiſpenſable 3, WW * 
fineſs is the real or pretended Pl:a which moſt of the» WF ©: 
have to make for it. The Court and the Senate requ» J d th 
the Attendance of ſome; Law-Suits and the proper) W's» 
rection of Trade engage others; They who have a fp WW, w! 
7 Wit, and an elegant Taſte for Converſation, wil» JWnic!t 
ort to the Place which is frequented by People ofs ing, 
ſame Turn, whatever Averſion they may otherwiſe hy WW 1a 
for it; and others, who have no ſuch Pretence, have; 


ve a 
this to ſay, that they follow the Faſhion. They, wi it; 
appear to have been Men of the beſt Senſe among 1» nen 


Ancients, always recommend the Country, as the nm! 
proper Scene for Innocence, Eaſe, and virtuous Pleaſur 7 
and accordingly loft no Opportunities of enjoying Thi 
And Mea of the preateſt Diſtinction among the Moder! 
have ever thought themſelves moſt happy, when th: 
could be decently ſpar'd, from the Employments whit 
the Excellency of their Talents neceſſarily threw th: 


into, to embrace the charming Leiſure of a Court 
Life. 


FAB. XXXVI. The Mouſe and Weaſc| 
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A Little, ſtarveling, thin- gutted Rogue of a Mouſe = 
with much Puſhing and Application, made his Wa 1 


8 
49 


| 1 If to be diveſted of the other. 


oa ſmall Hole into a Corn-Basket; where he ſtuff d 
cram d ſo plentitully, that, when he would have re- 


: * 
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d the Way he came, he found himſelf too plump and 
rſy, with all his Endeavours, to accompliſh it. A Wea- 
, who ſtood at ſome Diſtance, and had been diverting 
ſelf with beholding the vain Efforts of the little fat 


Wing, calld out to him; but could ſcarce ſpeak a Word 


laughing, and faid; Hearky! honeſt Friend, if you 
ve a Mind to make your Eſcape, there is but one way 
it; contrive to grow as poor and as lean as you were 


Ihen you enter'd; and then, perhaps, you may get off, 


D APPLICATION. 
They who, from a poor mean Condition, inſinuate 


| Hcmſelves into a good Eſtate, are not always the moſt 


ppy. There is, many times, a Quiet and Content at- 
ding a low Life, to which the rich Man is an utter 
ranger, Riches and Cares are almoſt inſeparable; and 
hoever would pet rid of the one, muſt content him- 
He that has been ac- 
ainted with the Sweets of a Life free from the In- 
mbrance of Wealth, and longs to enjoy them again, 
uſt ſtrip himſelf of that Incumbrance, if ever he means 
attain his Wiſhes, 


Some, from being poor Sweepers and Door-keepers of 


|| Wthices, have, in proceſs of Time, arriv'd to fill the Head- 


ſt in it; and grown ſo bulky by purſuing their inſa- 


Wie Appetite after Mony, that, when they would have 


tir d, they found themſelves too opulent and full to get 
There has been no Expedient for them to creep 
t, till they were ſqueez'd, and reduc'd, in ſome Mes- 
Ire, to their primitive Littleneſs. They that fill them- 
lves with that which is another's Property, ſhould al- 
Jays be ſo ſerv'd before they are ſuffer'd to eſcape. 
Others are Slaves to great Men, for the ſake of ſome 
ſt or Appointment which they enjoy under them; and 


aye no Wa, to diſengage themſelves ſrom the palling 


hains of their capricious Patrons, but by reſigning their 


1 ul lices, and returning courageouſly to their original Po- 


ty, But, how few have that Courage! 
Horace, 


70 


to come to Town, recites this Fable to him; and the, 
with a moſt familiar, but houeſt Freedom, asks his p- 
tron if he applies it to him: telling him, that, if h 
does, he is ready to refign all that ever he receiv'd fron 
him; and aſſures him that he would not fell his Liberty] 
for all the Wealth of the Indies. Mecenas was too much 
a Nobleman to take this ill. But ſuch Patrons, and in. 
deed Poets too, liv'd above ſeventeen hundred Yeu; 
ago, 


FAB. XXXVII. The Belly and the Member; 
| 
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N former Days, when the Belly and the other Parts 0: 


the Body, enjoy'd the Faculty of Speech, and had {+ 


parate Views and Deſigns of their own; each Part, . 
icems, in particular for himſelf, and in the Name of the 
Whole, took Exceptions at the Conduct of the Belly, and 
were reiolv'd to grant him Supplies no longer. Then 
ſaid, they thought it very hard, that he ſhould lead an 
idle good- for- nothing Life, {pending and ſquander ing 4 


way, upon his own ungodly Guts, all the Fruits of hci 
: La- 


ZKESOPsSsFABLES: 4 
Horace, indeed, in one of his Retirements in the Cos 
try, writing to Mecenas, who was importunate with hin 4 


hour 3 
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ſelf 
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liv'd; 
e che\ 


ague 


Wit kin 
ember 


no 
ithout 
m'd, 


Pelfare 


This 


£$8OPs FABLES. »r 


hour; and that, in ſhort, they were reſolv'd, for the 
are, to ſtrike off his allowance, and let him ſhift for 
mſelf as well as he could. The Hands ſwore they 
Would not lift up a Finger to keep him from ſtarving ; 
che Mouth wiſh'd he might never ſpeak again if be 
Wok in the leaſt Bit of Nouriſhment for him as long as 
liv'd; and, ſay the Teeth, may we be rotten, if ever 
e chew a Morſel for him for the future. This ſolemn 
gue and Covenant was kept, as long as any thing ot 
Bit kind can be kept, which was, till each of the Rebel 

embers pin'd away to Skin and Bone, and could hold 
t no longer. Then they found there was no doing 
ithout the Belly ; and that, as idle and inſignificant as he 
m'd, he contributed as much to the Maintenance and 
J citarc of all the other Parts, as they did to his. 


_ ATPTLICATION, 
This Fable was ſpoken by Merenin: Agrippa, a famous 
pr: Conſul and General, when he was deputed by the 
nate to appeafe a dangerous Tumult and Inſurrect ion of 
e People. The many Wars that Nation was ingag'd in, 
d the frequent Supplies they were oblig'd to raiſe, had 
ſour'd and inflam'd the Minds of the Populare, that 
y were reſolv'd to enduie it no longer, and obſtinately 
'us'd to pay the Taxes which were levied upon them. 
is eaſy to diſcern how the great Man applied his Fable. 
or, if the Branches and Members of a Community re- 
le the Government that Aid and Aſſiſtance which its 
Y! eceſſities require; the whole muſt periſh toger her. The 
= Wulcrs of 2 State, as idle and inſignificant as they may 
of Pmetimes ſeem, are yet as neceſſary to be kept up, and 
e. intain'd in a proper and decent Grandeur, as the Fa- 
„ iy cf cach private Perſon is, in a Condition ſuitable to 
„ {© f. Every Man's Enjovment of that little which he 
Win by his daily Labour, depends upon the Government's 
„ Wing naintain'd ia a Condition to defend and ſecurt him 
n. 
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A Lark, who had young ones in a Field of Corn wil 
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was almoſt ripe; was under ſome Fear, let 9 


Reapers ſhould come to cut it, before her young Br 
was fledg'd, and able to remove from the Place. Whe: 
fore upon flying abroad to look for Food, ſhe left u 


Charge with them, That they ſhould take Notice wiz 


they heard talk'd of in her Abſence, and tell her of 
when ſhe came back again. 
heard the Owner of the Corn call to his Son; Well, © 
he, I think this Corn is ripe enough; I'd have you g 


early to-morrow, and deſire our Friends and Neighbour 
to come, betimes in the Morning, and help us cut“ 
When the old Lark came home, the young Ones fel, 


quivering and chirping round her, and told her what 


happen d, begging her to remove them as faſt as cver ity 


could. The Mother bid them be eaſy ; for, fays ſhe, it tit 
Owner depends upon Friends and Neighbours, Iam pre 
ſure the Corn will not be reapt to-morrow. Next ©! 
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Je went out again, upon the ſame Occaſion, and left the 
ic Orders with them as before. The Owner came, 
| tay'd, expecting thoſe he had ſent to; but the Sun 
ew hot, and nothing was done; for not a Soul came 
b help him. Then, fays he to his Son, I perceive theſe 
ends of ours are not to be depended upon, ſo that you 
uſt e en go to your Uncles and Couſins, and tell them 1 
lire they would be here betimes to-morrow Morning 
Þ help us reap. Well, this the young Ones, in a great 
ight, reported alſo to their Mother. If that be all, ſays 
e, don't be frighten'd, Children; for Kindred and Relati- 
s don't uſe be fo very forward to ſerve one another: But, 
ke particular Notice what you hear ſaid the next Time, 
| d be ſure you let me know it. She went abroad the 
+: Day, as uſual; and the Owner, finding his Relations 
ac as the reſt of his Neighbours, ſaid to his Sou, 
rky George, do you get a Couple of good Sic kles ready 
inſt to-morrow Morning, and we'll een cut the Cory 
r lelves, When the young Ones told their Mother this, 
hen, ſays ſhe, we muſt be gone indeed; For, when 3 
an undertakes to do his Buſineſs himſelt, tis not fo like! 
Wa hc will be diſappointed. So, ſhe remov'd her young 
ics immediately, and the Cern was rcapt the nexc Day 
the good Man, and his Son. 


Te APPLICATION. 


Never depend upon the Aſſiſtance of Friends and Rela- 
as in any thing which you are able to do your ſe'f; 
nothing is more fickle and uncertain, The Man who 
is upon another for the Execution of any Affair of 
Portance, is not only kept in a wretched and {laviſh 
Ipence, while he expects the Iſſue of the Matter, but 
nerallyß meets with a Diſappointment, But he who 
5 the chief Streſs of his own Buſineſs upon himſelf, 
depends upon his on Induſtry and Attention for the 
cceis of his Affairs, is in the fa reſt ad ſureſt Way to 
ain his End; And if at laſt he ſhould miſcirry, he has 
30 comfort him, That it was not through his own 
g! gence, and a vain Expectation of the Aſſiſtance of 

N Friends, 
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* 
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Friends. To ſtand by our ſelves, as much as poſſible, to 
exert our own Strength and Vigilance in the Proſecution 
of our Affairs, is God-like; or, at leaſt, the Reſult of: Peac 
moſt noble and highly exalted Reaſon; But they who 
procraſtinate and deter the Buſineſs of Life by an idle De. pref] 
pendence upon others, in Things which it is in their 
own Power to effect, fink down into a kind of ſtupid BR 
abject Slavery, and ſhew themſelves unworthy of the 
Talents with which humane Nature is dignified. 

A. Gellius, who has render'd this Fable with great Ple. 
ſure and Satisfaction to himſelf, and much to the Honow 
and Commendation of Zfop, among other Remark: 
which he makes upon it, tells us that Ennius had inſerted 
it after a very pretty and agreeable Manner in his Satire; | 
and recommends the two laſt Verſes of it, as a Maxim 
that well deſerv'd a Place in the Heart of every Reader. 

Hoc erit tibi Argumentum ſemper in promptu ſitum; 'Y 

Ne quid ext ectes amicos, quod tute agere poſſies. 
You ſhould not depend upon your Friends for any thing 
which you are able to do your ſelf. 
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Nurſe, who was endeavouring to quiet a frowauny 


: bawling Child, among other Attempts, —_— 600 
ro 
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} throw it out of Doors to the Wolf, if it did not hold its 


peace and leave off crying. A Wolf, who chanc'd to be 
"ns prowling near the Door, juſt at that time, heard the Ex- 
” 2 preſſion; and, believing the Woman to be in earneſt, wait- 
a cd a long while about the Houſe in Expectation of ſeeing 


ber Words made good. But at laſt the Child, wearied 
de with its own Importunities, fell aſleep; and the poor Wolf 
vas forc'd to return back to the Woods empty and ſup- 
EEperleſs. The Fox, meeting him, and ſurpriz d to ſee him 
going home ſo thin and diſconſolate, ask d him what the 
Matter was, and how he came to {peed no better that 
ect Night? Ah! don't ask me, ſays he; I was fo filly as to 
5; veliere what the Nurſe faid, and have been diſappointed. 


APPLICATION. 


| A the Moraliſts have agreed to interpret this Fable, as 
Caution to us, never to truſt a Woman. What Reaſons 


ing Whey could have for giving ſo rough and uncourtly a Pre- 
ept, I can't imagin; for however fickle and inſtable the 
. Pechrations of ſome Women may be, I am ſure there 


bey aſſert or promiſe, than moſt Men. I have not 
Moom, in ſo ſhort a Compals, to expreſs my Concern 


Pre ſeveral who have a greater Regard for Truth in what 
| For the Honour of the Ladies upon this Occaſion, nor to 


bo* there is nothing bad which can be ſaid of them, but 
ay with equal Juſtice be averr'd of our own Scx; yet L 
all not venture to give them quite ſo abſolute a Pre- 
W2ution as the old Mythologiſts have affix'd to this Fable, 
Put only adviſe them to confider well and thoroughly of 
he Matter, before they truſt any Man living. 
Had theſe ancient Commentators confin'd the Severity 
f their Reflection to that Part of the Female Kind, who 
anke no ſcruple of indulging themſelves in promiſcuous 
iberties with thoſe of ours, I could have heartily joyn'd 
Pitch them in the ſame Reſolution, without the leaſt Suſ- 
Wy ic:on of offending any Woman of Merit. The Levity, 
which many of theſe looſe fair Ones are actuated, 
War aanot be ſufficiently expos'd; and it may, with Truth, 
nd oy E 2 ke 


—— — 1 
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ew how much I am diſpos'd to vindicate them: Aud 
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he faid of ſome of them, that they are not to be beliey'd, 1 To 


either in their Aſſignations for, or Proteſtations again, Ta 
an Amour, If they take more Pleaſure in any thing then Sac 
being actually criminal, it is in deceiving and diſappoint. | 4 
ing Mankind. Of ſuch as theſe Horace ſpeaks, when he 4 
had been bilk'd by his too great Credulit y. = / 
mendacem ſtultiſimus uſque Puellam 3 — 
Ad median noctem expecto. uu 
And again; to! 
UV Nox longa quibus mentitur Amica, &c. tbe 
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HE Tortoiſe, weary of his Condition, by which i: 
was confin'd to creep upon the Ground, and bein! 
ambitious to have a Proſpect and look about him, gait 
out, that if any Bird would take him up into the Air an 
ſhew him the World, he would reward them with a DE 
covery of many precious Stones, which he knew wer 
hidden in a certain Place in the Earth: The Eagle unde. 
took to do as he deſir'd; and when he had perform'd h 
Commiſſion, demanded the Reward, But, finding ti 


1 1 
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. f WF Tortoiſe could not make good his Words, he ſtruck his 
Talons into the ſofter Parts of his Body, and made him a 
n FF Sacrifice to his Revenge. 


he 4 T6 APFLIC-A:T1O-N. 


As Men of Honour ought to conſider calmly hovy far 
the Things which they promiſe may be in their Power, 
before they venture to make Promiſes, upon this Ac- 
count, becauſe the Nonperformance of them will be apt 
to excite an Uneaſineſs within themſelves, and tarniſh 
their Reputation in the Eyes of other People; ſo Fools 
and Cowords ſhould be as little raſh in this Reſpect as 
poſſible, leſt their impudent Forgeries draw upon them 
the Reſentment of thoſe whom they diſappoint, and that 
Reſentment makes them undergo a ſmart but deſerv'd 
Chaſtiſement. The Man who is ſo ſtupid a Knave as to 
make a lying Promiſe where he is ſure to be detected, 
receives the Puniſhment of his Folly unpitied by all that 
8 know him. 
I know a Sort of People that reſemble the Tortoiſe in 
one Reſpect, which is, Bragging of Goods and Poſſeſſions 
l more than they have, You ſhall ſcarce meet with a 
[| 8 young Fellow who has a Talent for Debauchery, but he 
gives you to underſtand, that he has the fineſt Creature 
in the World at his Command; who is ſo far from put- 
© ting him to any Expence, that he raiſes Contributions 
from that Quarter, ſufficient to maintain him in half his 
|| 8 Extravagances. Others, who indeed take Care to lay the 
scene of their Tmpoſture a pretty way off, have ſtately 
Seats, noble Parks, fine Canals and Fiſhponds, and would 
*lteem it a great Happineſs to ſee any of their Friends 
there: whereas, upon Examination, many of theſe Cha- 
teaus and Villas have appear'd to have had no Founda- 
tion but in the Air, nor to have exiſted any where, but 
in the empty Head of their giddy Owner. There are 
more of theſe Belyideras in one little Principality of Ger- 
many than in the whole Iſle of Great Britain; The Re- 
tugees have left great Numbers of them in France; but a 
certain neighbouring Iſland, where the want of Modeſty 
is not felt, abounds in more than any other Part of the 
World. E 3 FAB, 
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FAB. XLI.. The Wind and the Sun 
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. once aroſe betwixt the North Wind and the 
Sun about the Superiority of their Power; and they 
agreed to try their Strength upon a Traveller; he to be 
allow'd to have the better, who ſhould be able to get his 
Cloak off firſt. The North Wind began; and blew a 
moſt exceeding cold Blaſt, accompanied with a ſharp drin. 
ing Shower. But this and whatever elſe he could do, in- 
ſtead of making the Man quit his Surtout, oblig'd him to 
gird it about his Body as cloſe as poſſible. Next came the 
Sun; who breaking out from a thick watery Cloud, drove | 
away the cold Vapours from the Sky, and darted his warm 


ſultry Beams upon the Head of the poor weather-beaten * 


Traveller. The Man grows faint with the Heat, and unable 
to endure it any longer, firſt throws off his heavy Cloak ©. 
and Coat, and then Rties for Protection to the Shade of 2 
neighbouring Grove. 3 
| TAPS APTTON:;: | 
There is ſomething in the Temper of Men ſo averſe 
to ſevere and boiſterous Treatment, that he who endes. 
vous 
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vours to carry his Point that way, inſtead of prevailing. 
ene rally leaves the Mind of him, whom he has thus at- 


= tempted, in a more confirm'd and obſtinate Situation, 


than he found it at firſt, Bitter Words and hard Uſage 
freeze the Heart into a kind of Obduracy, which mild 
Perſuaſion and gentle Language only can diſſolve and 


X ſoften. Perſecution his always fix'd and riveted thoſe O- 


pinions which it was intended to diſpel; and ſome diſ- 


E cerning Men have attributed the quick Growth of Chri- 


ſtianity, in a great Meaſure, to the rough and barbarous 


If Reception which its firſt Teachers met with in the World. 
II believe the ſame may have been obſerv'd of our Re- 


formation: The Blood ot the Martyrs was the Manure 


which produc'd that great Proteſtant Crop on which the 
Church of England has ſubſiſted ever ſince. Providence, 
which always makes Uſe of the moſt natural Means to 


attain its Purpoſe, has though: fit to eſtabliſh the pureſt 


| Religion by this Merhod : the Conſideration of which 


may give a proper Check to thoſe, who are continually 


© endeayouring to root out erroneous Opinions by that 
Management, which fo infallibly fixes and implants all 
Opinions, as well Erroneous as Orthodox; 1 mean Perſe- 
cution. When an Opinion is ſo violently contended for, 
Tit raiſes an Attention in Mankind, and gives an Alarm to 
F their Vanity, by making them think That worth defend- 
ing and keeping at the Hazard of their Lives, which, per- 
© haps, otherwite they would only have admir'd a while 


for the ſake of its Novelry, and afterwards reſian'd of 


their own Accord, In ſhort, a fierce turbulent Gppoti- 
tion, like the North Wind, only ſerves to make a Man 
wiap his Notions more cloſely about him; But I know 
not what, a kind, warm, Sun-ſhiny Behaviour, rightly 
# 2pplicd, would not be able to effect. 


E 4 FAB. 
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FAB. XLII. The Aſs in the Lion's Sti 
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N Ass, finding the Skin of a Lion, put it on; ar: 
going into the Woods and Paſtures, threw all th 
Flocks and Herds into a terrible Conſternation. At la | 
meeting his Owner, he would have frighted him alſo ; ty | | 
the good Man, ſeeing his long Ears ſtick out, preſentz” Ml 
knew him, and with a good Cudgel made him ſenuib?? i 
10 
| 


that, notwithſtanding his being dreſt in a Lion's Skin, K 
was really no more than an Af. 


AF LEFCATIES:N, 2 
As all AﬀeQation is wrong, and tends to expoſe ant 
make a Man ridiculous, ſo the more diſtant he is fron 
the Thing which he affects to appear, the ſtronger wi 
the Ridicule be which he excites, and the greater the In 
conveniences into which he runs himſelf thereby, Hou 
ſtrangely abſurd is it for a timorous Perſon to procure 1! 
military Poſt, in order to keep himſelf out of Danget 
and to fancy a red Coat the ſureſt Protection for Cow 
dice? Yet there have been thoſe who have purchas'd 1 
Commiſſion to avoid being inſulted; and have been 
lilly as to think Courage was interwoven with a Saſh, K 
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3 ied up in a Cockade. *Tis from ſuch as theſe, that Peo- 


le take Occaſion to obſerve, that, If Wolves ſometimes 
eep into the Church in Sheep's Clothing, the Sheep too 
ave their Ways of Maſquerading it; ana will, now and 
en, roll with the Army, in the Dreſs and Habiliment 
f Wolves. I would have ſuch Gentlemen conſider, that 
is not in the Power of Scarlet-c!oth to alter Nature; 
d that, as 1t is expeRed from a Soldier to ſhevy him- 
Ff 2 Man of Courage and Intrepidity upon all proper 
dccalions, they may by this means meet the Diſgrace 
ey intended to avoid, and appear greater Aſſes than 
ey needed to have done. However, it is not in Point 
f Fortitude only, that People are liable to expoſe them- 
ves, by aſſuming a Character to which they are not 
qual; But he, who puts on a ſhew of Learning, of Re- 


4 zion, of a Superior Capacity in any Reſpect, or in ſhort, 
= any Virtue or Knowledge to which he has no proper 


lam, is, and will always be found to be, An 4/5 in a 
on Skin. 


FAB. XLIII. The Frog and the Fox. 
MITT 
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= Frog, leaping out of the Lake, and taking the Ad- 


vantage of a riſing Ground, made Proclamation to all 
E 5 the: 
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the Beaſts of the Foreſt, that he was an able Phyſician, ha! ] 
ſtudied Hippocrates and Galen; and, for curing all mannet 
of Diſtempers, would not turn his Back to any Perſon 8 
living. This Diſcourſe, utter'd in a Parcel of hard cramy 
Words, which no body underſtood, made the Beaſts ad. 
mire his Learning, and give Credit to every Thing he (aid, 
At laſt the Fox, who was preſent, with Indignation ask'4 
him, How he could have the Impudence, with thoſe thin 
lantern Jaws, that meagre pale Phyz, and blotch'd ſpot. 
ted Body, to ſet up for one who was able to cure the lu. 
firmities of others? 


Te APP LIeA TIN. 


A ſickly, infirm Look, is as ſcandalous in a Phyſician, 
as that of a Rake in a Clergy man, or a ſheepiſh one in: 
Soldier. If this Moral contains any thing further, it is 
That we ſhould not ſet up for rectifying Enormities in 
others, while we labour under the ſame our ſelves. Goo! 
Advice ought always to be follaw'd, without our bei 
prejudic'd upon Account of the Perſon from whom 
comes: But, it is ſeldom that Men can be brought 
think us worth minding, when we go to preſcribe Cura 
for Maladies with which our ſelves are infected. Hi, 
cian, heal thy ſelf, is too ſcriptural not to be applied upu 
ſuch an Occaſion; and, if we would avoid being the e 
of an Audience, we muſt be ſound and free from that, 
Diſeaſes, of which we would endeayour to cure then 
I have been fhock'd, more than once, by bearing 
Preacher for a whole Hour declaim againſt Drunkenne: 8 
when his own Infirmity has been tuch, that he cod, 
neither bear nor forbear Drinking; and perhaps was te 
only Perſon in the Congregation, who made the Do 
ctrine, at that Time, neceſſary. Others too have beg 
very zealous in exploding Crimes, for which none we 
more ſuſpected than themſelves : But, let ſuch filly Hy 
pocrites remember, that they whoſe Eyes want couching 


are the moſt improper People in the World to ſet up is 
Oculiſts. ee 


3 


* E r 


k 
= 
— 
1 
7M 


A 
by 
"5 
= 
_ 
4 - 
= 


FAB. XLIV. The miſchievous Dog. 
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Certain Man had a Dog, which was fo curſt and 
miſchievous, that he was forc'd to faſten a heavy 
log about his Neck, to keep him from running at, and 
orrying 
honourable Diſtinctien; and grew fo inſolent upon it, 
he look'd dowa with an Air of Scorn upon the other 
ighbouring 


t a ſly old Poacher. who was one of the Gang, aſſur d 


0 that 


dur he wore, fince it was fix d upon him rather as a Mark 
Diſgrace, than of Honour, 


Some People are ſo exceeding vain, and, at the ſame 
e, dull of Apprehenſion, that they interpret every 
bing, by which they are diſtinguiſh'd from others, in 
eir own Favour. If they betray any Weakneſſes in 
onverfation, which are apt to excite the Laughter of the 
dmpany, they make no Scruple of aſcribing it to their 
pperiority in point of Wit. If want of Senſe or Breed- 
g (one of which is always the Caſe) diſpoſes the 
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People This, the vain Cur took for a Badge 


Dogs, and refus d to keep them Company. 


he had no Reaſon to value himſelf upon the Fa- 


Tow APPLICATION. 


m to 
give, 


8% ASOP' FABLES. 


give, or miſtake Affronts, upon which Account all 4,98 
creet ſenſible People are oblig'd to ſhun their Company} 
they impute it to their own Valour and Magnanimity, to 
which the World pays an awful and reſpectful Diſtance, 
There are ſeveral decent Ways of incapacitating turbuler, 
Men from doing Miſchiet, which would many time 
paſs unregarded, if their own Arrogance did not requm 
the reſt of Mankind to take Notice of it. | 


FAB. XLV. Jupi 


Dane 


ter and the Camel. 
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HE Camel preſented a Petition ro Jupiter, complit 
ing of the Hardſhip of his Caſe, who had not, li 
Bulls and other Creatures, Horns or any Weapons of D 
fence to protect himſelf from the Attacks of the Enem 
and praying that Relief might be given him in ſuch Mu 
ner, as to his Godſhip ſhould ſeem moſt expedient. 7 
ter could not help ſmiling at the irpertinent Addreſs ot 
reat filly Beaſt; but however, rejected the Petition; a 
told hi: that, ſo far from granting his unreaſonable RN: 
queſt, henccforward he would take Care his 2 
ſhould be ſhorten'd, as a Puniſhment for his Preſum pt 
Importunity, a | a 


1 | 

q A#$OP's FABLES. 8p 
U ci. ww ATFLICA4 TION. 
pany be Decrees of Fate are ſo fix'd, in every Particular, 
'Y, to at they are very weak ſuperſtitious People, who dream 
ance, Whey are to be alter d. But, befides the Impoſſibility of 
Wen! roducing a Change by Addreſſes of this Nature, they who 
time mploy much of their Time upon ſuch Acccunts, tho? 
ey get nothing, are ſure to loſe in the End. When any 
lan is ſo frivolous and vexatious as to make unreaſonable 
omplaints, and to harbour undue Repinings in his Heart, 
is Peeviſhneſs will le ſſen the real Goods which he pol. 
ars, and the Sourneſs of his Temper ſhorten that Al- 
Rp wance of Comfort, which he already thinks too Scanty. 


11155 bus, in Truth, it is not Providence, but our ſelyes, who 
oniſt our own Importunity in ſolliciting for Impoſſibi- 
ties, with a ſharp corroding Care, which abridges us of 

ne part of that little Pleaſure which Providence has 
aſt into our Lot. | 


AB. XLVI. The Travellers and the 
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far, before a Bear came ruſhing towards them out of 
Thicket; upon which, one, being a light nimble Felo 
got up into a Tree; the other, falling flat upon his Pag 
and holding his Breath, lay till, while the Bear came » WE 
and ſmelt at him; but that Creature, not preying uu 
Dead Carcaſſes, and taking him for one, went back ag] 

into the Wood, without doing him the leaſt Harm. WA 
all was over, the Spark who had climb'd the Tree cam 
down to his Companion, and with a pleaſant Smile a 
him what the Bear ſaid to him? for, ſays he, I took Nol 

tice that he clapt his Mouth very cloſe to your Ear. Wh, 
replies the other, he charg'd me to take Care for the f. 
ture, how I put any Confidence in ſuch cowardly Raſc/ 

as you are, 


Te APPLICATION. | 

Tho? nothing is more common than to hear People pro. ta: 
feſs Services and Friendſhips where there is no Occaſin& WW 
for them; yet ſcarce any thing is ſo hard to be found wi 
a true Friend, who will aſſiſt us in time of Danger 260 
Difficulty. For my Part, all the Decharations of Kind“ 
neſs which are made to me, tho' accompanied with 
Squeeze of the Hand, and a folemn Aſſeveration, ler 
no greater Impreſſion upon my Mind, than the whiſtlin”$ 
of the hollow Wind, which bruſhes my Ear with an u gh 
meaning Salute, and is preſently gone. He that ſucc an 
my Neceſſity by a well-tim'd Aſſiſtance, thc? it were ud HM 
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uſher'd in by previous Compliments, will ever after be look'i ou 
upon as my Friend and Protector; And, in fo much 
greater degree, as the Favour was unask d and unpro. T 


mis'd; as it was not extorted by Importunities on the on: 
Sde, nor led in by a numerous Attendance of Promiſe, 


on the other. Words are nothing, till they are fulfill 1 — 
by Actions; and therefore we ſhould not ſuffer our ſehm tt. 
to be deluded by a vain Hope, and Reliance upon them. x0 
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FAB. XL VII. The bald Knight. 
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10 Certain Knight growing old, his Hairs fell off and he 
ine became bald; to hide which Imperfection he wore a 
th ke. But, as he was riding out, with ſome others, a 


leave! nting, a ſudden Guſt of Wind blew off the Peruke, and 
lig posd his bald Pate. The Company could not forbear 
| ts ghing at the Accident; and he himſelf laugb'd as loud 


con any body, ſaying, Faith it was not to be expected that 
00 WF ſhould keep ſtrange Hair upon my Head, when my own 
ould not ſtay there. 

TT APPLICATION. 


ane Jo be captious, is not more uneaſy to our ſelves, t han 
"a is diſagreeable to others. As no Man is entirely without 
c a few Defc&t*, ſurrounded with a Guard of good 
10 nalities, may paſs Muſter well enough : But he, whoſe 
"WD. (tention is always upon the Catch for ſomething te take 
8 24 xception at, if he had no other bad Quality, can never 

e acceptable. A captious Temper, like a little Leven, 

Fours a whole Lump of Virtues; and makes us diſreliſn 


What, which might otherwiſe be the moſt grateful Con- 
erſation. If we would live, eaſy to our ſelves, and a- 
| N greeable 
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them paſs unregarded when they 
if they are ſo palpable that we can't help taking Notices 
them, we ſhould do well to rally them off with a [« 
or diſſolve them in good Humour, 
ſecret Pleaſure in nettli 
more practicable they fin 


— — 


and — 
it to exerciſe this Quality wp 


clination to do it. 


one cannot do better, than by rece:ving all that is utter! 


Word or Action, we happen to raiſe the Laughter « 
thoſe about us, we cannot ſtifle it ſooner, or better, thx 
by a brick Preſence of Mind to join in Mirth with tk 
Company; and, if poſſible, to anticipate the Jeſt whic 
Another is ready to throw out upon the Occaſion. 


FAB. XLVIII. The two Pots. 
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greeable to others, we ſhould be ſo far from ſeeking ff 
caſions df being angry, that ſometimes we ſhould 
come in our Way; 


Some People take, f 
others; and tg. 


on any one, the more does it whet and prompt their A 
But, as this Talent favours ſomethin; 
of IIl- nature, it deſerves to be baffled and defeated: wh 
at ſuch a time with a chearful Aſpect, and an ingen 


pleaſant, unaffected Reply. Nor is the Expedient of π 
tald Knight unworthy of our Imitation; for if, by «1 
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d going in of the Tide. The earthen Pot ſhew'd ſome 
: eaſineſs, as fearing he ſhould be broken; but his Com- 
Iceg jon of Braſs bid him be under no Apprehenſions, for 
Jet, t he would take Care of him. O, replies the other, 
1 as far off as ever you can, I intreat you; tis you 


m moſt afraid of: For whether the Stream daſhes you 
zinſt me, or me againſt you, I am ſure to be the Suf- 
; and therefore, I beg of you, don't let us come near 
h other. 


i AeLLICATION. 


101; A Man of a moderate Fortune, who is contented with 
Fr it he has, and finds he can live happily upon it, ſhould 
eCare not to hazard and expoſe his Felicity, by con- 


ting with the preat and the powerful. People of equi! 
nditions may float down the Current of Life, without 
rting each other: But, it is a Point of ſome Dithculty 
ſteer one's Courſe in the Company of the great, ſo as 
eſcape without a Bulze, I ſhould not chuſe to have 
y little Country Box ſituated in the Neighbourhood of 
randee; for whether I ignorantly treſpaſs upon him, 
he knowingly incroaches upon me, I only am like to 
the Sufferer, I can neither entertain, nor play with 
, upon his own Terms; for that which is Modera- 
n ge Diverſion to him, ia me would be Extravagance, 

Ruin. 
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FAB. XLIX. The Peacock and the c:M 
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HE Peacock and the Crane, by chance, met tog 
in the ſame Place. The Peacock, erecting his 1 
diſplay'd his gaudy Plumes, and look'd with Contempt 
on the Crane, as ſome mean ordinary Perſon. The Cr 
reſolving to mortify his Inſolence, took Occaſion to 
That Peacocks were very fine Birds indeed, if fine Feat 
could make them ſo; But, that he thought it a much 
bler Thing to be able to riſe above the Clouds, than toi 
about upon the Ground, and be gaz'd at by Children. . 
Te APPLICATION. 9 

It is very abſurd to flight or inſult another upon 
wanting a Property which we poſſeſs, For be may, 
any thing we know, have as juſt Reaſon to triumph 
ver us, by being Maſter of ſome good Quality, of wii 
we are incapable. But, in regard to the Fable before! 
that which the Peacock values himſelf upon, the g 
and finery of Dreſs, is one of the moſt trifling Conia 
rations in Nature; and what a Man of Senſe would 
aſham'd to reckon, even as the leaſt Part of Merit. In 
Children, and thoſe People who think much about the 1 7 

1 
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with them, are apt to be taken with Varniſh and Tin- 
But they who examine by the Scale of common 
, muſt find ſomething of Weight and Subſtance, be- 
they can be perſuaded to fet a Value. The Mind 
h is ſtor'd with virtuous and rational Sentiments, and 
de haviour which ſpeaks Complacence and Humility, 
p an Eſtimate upon the Poſſe ſſor, which all judicious 
tators are ready to admire and acknowledge. But, if 
be any Merit in an embroider'd Coat, a brocade 
coat, a Shoe. a Stockin, or a Sword-knot, the Per- 
bat wears them has not the leaſt Chim to it; let it 
crib'd, where it juſtly belongs, to the ſeveral Arti- 
who wrought or diſpos'd the Materials of which 
conſiſt, I don't mention this to derogate any thing 
pay, magnificent Habiliments, which, as Times 
Circumſtances require, may be us'd with Decency 
Propriety enough : But I am concern'd, leſt any 
ih ſhould be affix'd and added to them more than 
are rated at in the Tradeſman's Books, 


FAB. L. The Oak and the Reed. 
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N Oak which hung over the Bank of a River, was 
blown down by a violent Storm of Wind, and, as 
| it 
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it was carried along by the Stream, ſome of its HA 
bruſh'd againſt a Reed, which grew near the Shore, 1 
ſtruck the Oak with a Thought of Admiration; ar; 
could not forbear asking the Reed, how he came to 

ſo ſecure and unhurt in a Tempeſt which had been fu 
enough to tear an Oak up by the Roots? Why, a; 
Reed, I ſecure my ſelf by putting on a Behaviour 
contrary to what you do; inſtead of being ſtubborn 
ſtiff, and confiding in my Strength, I yeild and bende 
Blaſt, and let it go over me; knowing how vain and 
leſs it would be to contend with and reſiſt it. & 


2 
Te APPLICATION. 

Tho! a tame Submiſſion to Injuries which it is u 
Power to vedreſs, be deſervedly eſteem'd a baſ: : 
diſhonorable Thing; yet, to reſiſt where there is no 
bability, or even Hopes of our getting thebetter, my 
be look'd upon as the Effect of a blind Temerity, and 1 
haps of a weak Underſtanding. The Strokes of Fol 
are oftentimes as irrefiſtible as they are ſeyere; 1 
who with an impatient reluctant Spirit fights again: 
inſtead of alleviating, does but double her Blows wlll 
himſelf. A Perſon of a quiet ſtill Temper, wheth:' 
er him by Nature or acquir'd by Art, calmly com 

imſelf, in the midft of a Storm, ſo as to elude the Sul 
or receive it with the leaft Detriment: Like a pr 
experienc'd Sailor, who is ſmimming to the Shore i 
a wrack'd Veſſel in a ſwelling Sea; he does not own 
the Fury of the Waves, but ſtoops and gives way, ll 
they may roll over his Head without Obſtruction. iſ 
Doctrine of abſolute Submiſſion, in all Caſes, is an 
dogmatical Precept, with nothing but Ignorance and 
perſtition to ſupport it: But, upon particular Occill 
and where it is impoſſible for us to overcome, To (1 
patiently, is one of the moſt reaſonable Maxims in LF" 
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AB. LI. The Fox and the ONS 
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Fol 
:nW'Skilful Archer, coming into the Woods, directed his 
inſt] Arrows ſo ſucceſsfully that he flew many wild Beaſts, 


purſued ſeveral others. This put the whole Savage 
| into a fearful Conſternation, and made them fly to the 
retir'd Thickets for Refuge. At laſt, the Tiger te- 
d a Courage, and bidding them not be afraid, ſaid, 
he alone would engage the Enemy; telling them, they 
ht depend upon his Valour and Strength to revenge 
r Wrongs. In the midſt of theſe Threats, while he 


8. laſhing himſelf with his Tail, and tearing up the 
n ond for Anger, an Arrow pierc'd his Ribs and hung by 
and arbed Point in his Side. He ſet up a hideous and loud 


cy 2 r, occaſioned by the Anguiſh which he felt, and en- 
ooured to draw out the painful Dart with his Tecth: 
en the Fox, approaching him, inquir'd with an Air of 
prize, who it was that could have Strength and Cou- 
enough to wound ſo mighty and valorous a Beaſt! 
gays the Tiger, I was milka in my Reckoning It 
chat curſed Man yonder. - 
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The APPLICATION. TT 
Tho? Strength and Courage are very good Ingreaq 

toward the makirg us ſecure and formidable in the wy 
yet unleſs there be a proper Portion of Wiſdom or pa 
to direct them, inſtead of being ſerviceable, they jj 
prove detrimental to their Proprietors. A raſh form 
Man, who depends upon the Excellence of his own N 
and Accompliſhments, is likewiſe apt to expoſe a wil 
fide, which his Enemy might not otherwiſe have obſer 
and gives an Advantage to others, by thoſe very Wal 
which he fancied would have ſecur d it to himſelf, Col 
ſel and Conduct always did and always will govern 4 
World; and the Strong, in ſpite of all their Force, 
never avoid being Tools to the Crafty. Some Men n 
much ſuperior to others in Wiſdom and Policy, as 
in general, is above a Brute, Strength ill concerted, E:=:--: 


pos'd to them, is like a Quarter-ſtaff in the Hands RE-=- 
huge, robuft, but bungling Fellow, who fights agi 
Maſter of the Science. The latter, tho' without 4 
pon, would have Skill and Addreſs enough to diſarm} 
Adverſary, and drub him with his own Staff. In a wil 
ſavage Fierceneſs and brutal Strength muſt not pretend 
ſtand in Competition with Fineſs and Stratagem. 1 
Giants, in their War againſt Heaven, as the Poets i | 
us, were able to heap Mountains upon Mountains, 8 
made no more of throwing Promontories, than it tw 
had been Pebbles, 4 


Sed quid Typhöeus & validus Mimas, &c. 
Contra fonantem Palladis egida 
Poſſent ruentes ? | 


The Shield of Wiſdom was Proof apainſt all their 1 | 
tempts; and repell'd their Mountains with fo adryirb: 
Dexterity, that they fell back upon and oyerwhelm'd 
Rebels thar threw them. 4 

Vis conſili expers mote ruit ſua. 4 
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| IT hi 
A ſtupid ſenſeleſs Violenee deſtroys it felf; and, like . 
Elephants in the Carthagmian Army, beats down and d c 
orders the Ranks of its own People 3 
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IB. LII. Te Lion and the Four Bulls. 


Friendſhip, kept always near one another, and fed to- 
. The Lion often ſaw them, and as often had a 
d to make one of them his Prey: But, tho' he could 
have ſubdued any of them ſingle, yet he was afraid 
5, MMtack the whole Alliance, as knowing they would have 
u too hard for him, and therefore contented himſelf for 
preſent with keeping at a Diſtance. At laſt, perceiv- 
no {Attempt was to be made upon them as long as this 
bination held, he took Occaſion, by Whiſpers and 
Ws, to foment Jealouſies and raiſe Diviſions among 
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| This Stratagem ſucceeded ſo well, that the Bulls 
ble! | cold and reſerv'd towards one another, which ſoon 
d r ripend into a downright Hatred and Averſion, and, at 


, ended in a total Separation and Diſunion. The Lion 
| now obtain'd his Ends; and, as impoſſible as it was 

him to hurt them while they were united, he found no 
Aculty, now they were parted, to ſeize and devour every 
Þ of them, one after another, 
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i APPLICATION, 4B 

The Moral of this Fable is ſo well known and a 
that to go about to enlighten it, would be like hold 
Candle to the Sun. A Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf 3 
not ſtand; as undiſputed a Maxim as it is, was bowl 
thought neceſſary to be urg'd to the Attention of \,i 
kind, by the beſt Man that ever livd. And ſince Frech 


ſhips and Alliances are of fo great Importance to our v — 
being and Happineſs, we cannot be too often put in m fl 

and caution d not to let them be broke by Tale bens By 
and Whiſperers, or any other Contrivance of our Ene Js . 


FAB. LIII. The Crow and the Pitches =» 
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Crow, ready to dye with Thirſt, flew with Joy u 

Pitcher which he beheld at ſome Diſtance, V= ov 
he came he found Water in it indeed, but fo near the B. 
tom that with all his ſtooping and ſtraining he was 
able to reach it. Then he endeavour'd to overturn 
Pitcher, that ſo at leaft he might be able to get a lic 
it. But his Strength was not ſufficient for this. Ar RF 
ſeeing ſome Pebbles lie near the Place, he caſt them af 
by one iato the Pitcher; and thus, by degrees, rais d 8 
Water up to the very Brim, and ſatisfied his Thirſt. 


1 
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Th AFFLIGCGATIHEON, 


lay Things which cannot be effected by Strength, or 
the old vulgar way of enterprizing, may yet be brought 
ut by ſome new and untry'd Means. A Man of Sa- 
iy and Penetration, upon encountring a Difficulty or 
>, does not immediately deſpair; but if he cannot ſuc- 
one way, employs his Wit and Ingenuity another ; 
to avoid or get over an Impediment, makes no ſcruple 


wi ſtepping out of the Path of his Forefathers. Since 
ea Happineſs, next to the Regulation of our Minds, de- 
5 altogether upon our having and enjoying the Con- 
cr eaces of Life, why ſhould we ſtand upon Ceremony 


t the Methods of obtaining them, or pay any Defe- 
e to Antiquity upon that ſcore? If almoſt every Age 
not exerted it ſelf in ſome new Improvements of its 
, we ſhould want a thouſand Arts, or, at leaſt, many 
rees of Perfection in every Art, which at preſent we 
n Poſſeſſion of. The Invention of any thing, which 
ore commodious for the Mind or Body, than what 
had before, ought to beembrac'd readily, and thePro- 
or of it diſtinguiſh'd with a ſaitable Encouragement. 
as the Uſe of the Compaſs, for Example, from which 
ind reaps ſo much Benefit and Advantage, and which 
not known to former Ages. When we follow the 
| of thoſe who have gone before us, in the old beaten 
k of Life, how do we differ from Horſesin a Team, 
h are link'd to each other by a Chain of Harneſs, and 
> on in a dull heavy Pace to the Tune of their Lea- 
Bells? But the Man, who enriches the preſent Fund 
nowledge with ſome new and uſeful Improvement, 
happy Adventurer at Sea, diſcovers, as it were, an 
own Land, and imports an additional Trade into his 
Country. 
Wis Fable is likewiſe an Tnſtance, that Policy and Cir- 
WI cntion often do, what Violence and Force cannot 
—. There is no Neceſſity for my _—_ upon an 
Wy whether it is uſual for Crows to exert ſuch a Sa- 
or not; it is not impoſſible but they may ſometimes 
 _"g5 as ſurprizing and ſtrange: And ſcarce any but 
1 7 may 
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may have met with Opportunities of obſerving, that thert 
are ſome among the Animal Kind which act with 2 
greater Degree of Light, and ſeeming Reaſon, than mary 
Men. 


FAB. LIV. The Foreſtcr 2 the Lion. 
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HE Foreſter, meeting with a Lion, one day, tir 


diſcours'd together for a while, without differ =. 
much in Opinion. At laſt, a Diſpute happening to i ag 
about the Point of Superiority between a Man anda Lis : <1 
the Man, wanting a better Argument, ſhew'd the Lion! 5208 
marble Monument, on which was plac'd the Statue of ic! 
Man ſtriding over a vanquiſh'd Lion. If this, favs h ac 
Lion, is all you have to fay for it let us be the Car ME bet 
and we will make the Lion firiding over the Man. ed 
Th APPLICATION. . 
Contending Parties are very apt to appeal for the Tm 5 
to Records written by their own ſide; but nothing i 102. 
unfair, and at the ſame time infipnificant and unconyinci! 75 
So ch is the Partiality of Mankind | in Favour of theme 3 


ane their own Actions, that it is almoſt impoſſible to ci 
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23 any Certainty by reading the Accounts which are writ- 
on- one fide only. It there were no other Hiſtory ex- 
of the late Wars in Flanders than the Paris Gazettes, 


So would be able to find that ever the French were beaten, 

the Allies victorious; that Louis had ever Occaſion to 

s any thing but Te Deum, or Britain but to mourn and 
R; whereas the real Truth was the very contrary to all 
je. We have few or no Memoirs come down to us of 
at was tranſacted in the World during the Sovercignty 
ancient Rome, but what were written by thoſe who had 
dependency upon it; therefore it is no wonder that they 
ar, upon moſt occaſions, to have been ſo great and 
ric u: a N:tion, What their Contemporaries of ot: er 
ntries thought of them we cannot tell, orherwiſe than 
m their own Writers: It is not impoſſible but they 
ht have deſcrib'd them, as a barbarous, rapaci-us, trea- 
rous, unpolite People; who upon their Conqueſt of 
ece, for lome time, made as great Havock end De- 
kEtion of the Arts and Scierces, as their tcllowr lun. 
rs the Geths and Vandals did, afterwards, in Italy, und 
Romana Fides was as great a J: t at Carthage as Fides 
ea was at Rome. Waat Devils would our preſ. nt 
gs and Torzes make ot each other, it the Tranſactions 
be Times were to be hende down to Poſtsrity by 4 
* m hearty Man of either Side? Heaven forbid that ſuch 
ok ſhould be attempted till the Folly of Party is quite 


a among us. If | could be at all coacern'd, what 

ae, e Times would think of the preſent, 1 ſhould rather 
Lion eto have the Age I live in look'd upon as a Blank, 
e ot hich nothing memorable wa: done; or, if there had, 
ac ab'e to record it; than that we ſhould 2ppear to 
ae been ſo monſtrouſly, fo blindly, fo wickedly in- 
ed and diſtrafted by Parties a:d Diviſions, as we 

Wy are, Were it poſſible that the Records of the Fly- 
Fc: and the Examiner could live two hund: ed Years, 

e TT WP wit Perplexities and Difficulties muſt they emby- 
 "oÞ young Hiſtorian, as by turns he conſulted them for 
men horacters of his great Foretathers. If theſe Auchors 
WL <xift ſo long, I could wiſh this Application might 


ing at the ſame Time; that young Readers, inſtead 
tz of 
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of doubting to which they ſhould give their Cred;® 
would not tail to remember that This was the work d 
a Man, That of a Licy. 


f 
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Satyr, as he was ranging the Foreſt in an ec Ping 

cold ſhowy Seaſon, met with a Traveller half- Hr d, 

with the Extremity of the Weather. He took Com nt 
ſion on him, and Kindly invited him home, to a wa be” 
comfortable Cave he had in the hollow of a Rock. | 31 
ſoon as they had enter'd and ſate down, notwrithſand gab! 
there was a good Fire in the Phce, the chilly Tum MMorti: 


could not forbear blowing his Fingers Ends. Upon 
Satyr's asking him, why he did ſo; he anſwer'd, thi 
did it to warm his Hands. The honeſt Silvan, hai! 
ſeen little ot the World, admir'd a Man who was 2 
of ſo valuable a Quality as that of blowing Hea, * 
therefore was reſolv'd to entertain him in the beſt mm 
he could. He ſpread the Table before him with A * 
Fruits of ſeveral Sorts; and produc'd a Remnant « 

( 


* a 
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Ko ordial Wine, which, as the Rigour of the Seaſon made 
| ry proper, he mull'd with ſome warm Spices infus'd, 
er the Fire, and preſented to his ſhivering Gueſt. But 

is the Traveller thought fit to blow likewiſe; and upon 

e. Satyr's demanding the Reaſon why he blow'd again, 
WW: replied, To cool his Diſh, This ſecond Anſwer pro- 
od the Satyr's Indignation, as much as the firſt had kin- 
Jed his Surprize: So, taking the Man by the Shoulder he 


Wrut him out of Door, ſaying, he would have nothing 


n — — 
h = 


1117 
It | 


' — i" 


ot and cold with the ſame Mouth. 


The APPLICATION. 


Tho' the poor Traveller in the Fable was not puil:y of 
y real Crime is what he did, yet one can't help ap- 
oving the honeſt Simplicity of the Satyr, who cov]. 
E ot be reconcil'd to ſuch double dealing. In the morel 
=} nſe of the Fable, nothing can be more ofſenſive to one 
= WT 2 fincere Heart, than he that blows with a different 
— 


1 
1 —_ = — 
ö 1 — — — . 
* 5 p way 


reath from the ſame Mouth; who flatters a Man, to his 

ace, and reviles him behind his Back. Some again, juſt 
Mee this Man, to ſerve a preſent View, will blow no- 
Wing but what is warm, benevolent, and chariſhing ; 


bs d, when they have rais'd the Expectations of a Depen- 
F nt to a degree which they think may prove trouble- 

ona 2 . . * * . 

% ne, can, with putting on a cold Air, ealily chil} and 


Walt all his blooming Hopes. But ſuch a Temper, whe- 
der it proceeds from a deſign'd or natural Levity, is de- 
ſtable, and has been the Cauſe of much Trouble and 
ortification to many a brave, deſerving Man, Unle's 
e Tenor of a Man's Life be always true and conſiſtent 


ith it ſelf, the leſs one has to do with bim, the bet - 
r, 


do with a Wretch who had fo vile a Quality as to blow 
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FAB. LVI. Hercules and the Carter. 
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S a Clovyniſn Fellow was driving his Cart along 1 
deep miry Lane, the Wheels ſtuck ſo faſt in the CH 
that the Horſes could not draw them our. Upon this, h: 


fell a bawling and praying to Hercules to come and 


up, and whip his Horſes ſtoutly, and clap his Shoulder to 


Te APPLICATION; 

The Fable ſhews us how vain and ill- grounded the Fr. 
pe ctations of thoſe People are, who imagine they can ob. 
tain whatever they want, by importuning Heaven wih 
their Prayers. 


— avis precibus Fortuna repugnat: 


which may be as truly prononne'd of any other Dei'y; 
fert it is fo agreeable to the Nature of the Divine Being 
to be better pleas'd with virtuous Actions and an honeſt 
Induſtry than idle Prayers, that it is a ſort of Blaſphemy 
o 


= 


help him. Hercules, looking down from Heaven, ti! . 
him not lye there like an idle Raſcal as he was, but get 


the Wheel, adding that this was the only way for him to, 
hope for his Aſſiſtance. | 
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to ay otherwiſe. Theſe were the Sentiments of honeſt 
good Heathens, who were Strangers to all reveal'd Reli- 
gion; But it is not ſtrange that they ſhould embrace and 
propagate ſuch a Notion, {ſince it is no other than the 
Dictate of common Reaſon, What is both ſtrange in it 
ſe f. and ſurprizing how it could be made fo faſhionable, 
is that moſt of Thoſe whoſe Reaſon ſhould be enlightned 
by Revelation, are very apt to be guilty of this Stupidity, 
and, by praying often for the Comforts of Life, to neg- 
lect that Buſineſs which is the proper Means of procuring 


them. How ſuch a miſtaken Devotion came to prevail, 


can't imagin, unleſs from one of theſe two Motives 
either that beople, by ſuch a Veil of Hypocriſy, would 


| p:{s themſelves upon Mankind tor better than they really 


art; cr, are irfluenc'd by unskilful Preachers (which is 


| ſometimes, indeed too often, the Caſe) to mind the World 
s little as poſhble, even to the Neglect of their neceſſiry 


Callings. I am of Opinion that it is a great Sin for a 


| Man to fail in his Trede or Occupation, by running otten 
| to Prayers; it being Demonſtration to me, rho? the Scri- 


pture had never ſaid it, that we pleaſe God moſt, when 
we are doing the moſt Good : And this is doing Good, 
by a ſober honeſt Induſtry to provide for thoſe of our own 
Houſhold, and to endeavour is have to give to him that need- 


th. The Man, who is virtuouily and honeſtly engag' d. 


is actually ſerving Cod all the while; and is more likely 
to have his ſilent Wiſhes, while accompanied with his 
ſtrenuous Endeavours, comp'ied with by the Supreme 
Being, than he who begs with a fruitleſs Vehemence, 
and tollicits with an empty Hand: A Hand, which would 
be more religious were 1t uſefully employ'd, and more 
cevout, were it ſtretch'd forth to do Good to thoſe that 


Let ſome of thoſe miſtiken Zealots, whom I have 


: been here ſpeaking of, ſnould think I wart proper Au- 


thority for theſe Aſſertions, I ſhall take the Liberty to 
produce a Paſſige to entorce them, from one of the old 
Prophets. Tv obey, is better than Sacrifice; and to hearken, 
than ihe Fat of Rams, 1 Sam. 15. 22. If we would know 
what Obedience it is which the LORD prefers, ano- 

| F 4 ther 
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ther Prophet declares it in theſe Words: Iherewi hb 13 migh 
come before the LORD, and bow my ſelf before the high -Y bn | 
God? Shall I come before him with Burnt Offerings, v _— 
Calves of a Year old? Will th? LORD be pleas'd w 
thouſands of Rams, or with ten thouſands of Rivers of (| 
Shall I give my Firſtbora for my Tranſgreſſion, the Fru,“ Th 
my Body for the Sin of my Soul? No. He hath ſhewed the, | that 
O Man, what is good: and what doth the LORD thy Gu) ® them 
require f thee, but to do feſtly, and to love Mercy, and even 
waik humbly with thy God. Mic. vi. 6. To confirm the : been 
reſt, give me leave to add St. Fames's ſhort, but full D. by m 
finition. Pure Religion, and undefil d before God md ty | have 
Father, is tht:: To viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in ti. befor 
Affliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World. N | Fable 
Part of which can be executed by praying only, or v.“ both. 
out an 3Ctual and indultrious Exercite of all good Offic: 4 
= 11; 
FAB. LVII. The Man and his Gooſe, inch 
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Certain Man had a Gooſe, which laid him a god "2" 
Egg every Day. But, not contented with . othe 


which rather increas d than abated his Avarice, he west“ 
ſolv'd to kill the Gooſe, and cut up her Belly, that fo !: 
migt: 
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night come at the inexhauſtible Treaſure, which he fan- 
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Lied ſhe had within her. He did ſo; and, to his great 
Sorrow and Diſappointment, found nothing. 


1 3-T7FLICATIDO:N, 
They who are of ſuch craving and impatient Tempere, 


that they cannot live contented when Fortune has bleſs'd 
them with a conſtant and continu'd Sufficiency, deſerve 
eren to be depriv'd of what they have, And this has 


been the Caſe of many an ambitious and covetous Man : 
by making an Eſſay to grow very rich at once, they 
have miſ'd what they aim'd at, and loſt what they had 
before. But this comes ſo near the Senſe cf the fourth 
Fable, that the ſame Application may very wel! ſerve for 
both, | 

It any thing further can be couch'd in this, it may poſ- 
ſibly be intended to ſhew us the Uareaſonablenets and 


2 Inconventence of being ſollicitous about what may hap- 


pen hereafter, and wanting to pry into the Womb ci 


| Fururity, Which it we could do, all we ſhould get tor 
our Patns would be, to ſpoil our Pleaſures by Anticipa- 


tion, and double our Misfortunes by a previous Senſe and 
E Apprehenſion of them. 


There are ſome Things that entertain and delight us 


very agreeably while we view them at a proper Diſtance; 
# which, perhaps, would nor ſtand the Teſt of a too near 
+ Inſpection. Beauty being only the external Form of a 
3 Thing which ſtrikes the Eye in a pleaſing manner, s a 
very thin gloſſy Being, and, like ſome nice Paintings of a 
2 peculiar Compoſition, will not well bear even to be 
breath'd on: to preſerve our good Opinion of it, we mutt 


not approach too cloſe; for it, like the Man in the Fable, 
wie have a Mind to ſearch for a Treaſure within, we 


may not only fail of our Expectations there, but even 


loſe the conſtant Reliſh we enjoy'd from a remoter Con- 
templation. This may be the Caſe in relation to Men, 
Houſes, Pictures; and that it has been fo, in regard to 
other Things, is left upon Record, | 
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FABLES. 
The wanton Calf 
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Calf, full of Play and e ork ſeeing the Ox a 
Plough, could not forbear inſul ting him. What a 60 
ry poor Drudge art thou, ſays he, to bear that heavy Youk 


upon your Neck, and go all Day drawing a Plough t 
your Tail, to turn up the Ground for your Maſter! But 
you are a wretched dull Slave, and knovr no better, | 


elſe you would not do it. 


little dirty Water to refreſh you. 


Work; and, 


looſe. 


rapes to ſacrifice him. 


See, what a happy Life I lead 
J go juſt where I pleaſe; ſometimes I lye down under te 
cool Shade; ſometimes frisk abroad in the open Sunſhine, and 
when I pleaſe, flake my Thirſt in the clear ſweet Brook: 
But you, if you were to periſh, have not ſo much as 
The Ox, not at all mov! 
with what he ſaid, went quietly and calmly on with h“ 
in the Evening, was unyoak'd and tune 
But he had not been fo long. before he ſaw the! 
Calf taken out of the Field, and deliver'd into the Hands 
of a Prieſt, who immediately led him to the har, and! 
His Head was hung round wit! 
illets of Flowers, and the fatal Knife was juſt a going 
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o be applied to his Throat, when the Ox drew near and 
Wwhiſper'd him to this Purpoſe, Behold the End of your 
aſoence and Arrogance; it was for this only that you 
were ſuffer d to live at all; and pray now, Friend, whoſe 
Condition is beſt, your's or mine? 


im APPLICATION. 1 
To inſult People in Diſtreſs, is the Property of a crue), 5 
$ :ndifcreer, and giddy Temper; for, as the Proceedings ot "1 
Fortune are very irregular and uncertain, we may, the 
next Turn of the Whecl, be thrown down to their Con- 
dition, and they exalted to ours. We are likewiſe given 
to underſtand by this Fable, what the Conſequence of an 
iche Life generally ie; and how well ſatisfied, laborious, i 
| diligent Men are in the End, when they come quietly to 
> cnjoy the Fruits of their Induſtry. They who by little 2 
*X Tricks and ſharping, or by open Violence and Robbery, A 
lie in a high expenſive Way, often, in their Hearts at 
le iſt, deſpiſe the poor honeſt Man, who is contented with 
the virtuous Product of his daily Labour, and patiently 
$/ubmits to his Deſtiny, But how often is the poor Man 
comſorted, by ſeeing theſe wanton Villains led in Tri- 
S:aph to the Altar of Juſtice, while he has many a chear- 
fil Summer's Morning to enjoy abroad, and many along 
Winter's Evening to indulge himſelt in at home, by a 
Fevict Hearth, and under an unenvied Roof: Bleſſings, 
ES which often attend a ſober induſtrious Man, tho? the idle * 
Sand th: profligate are utter Strangers to them. 4 
Luxury and Intemperance, tho' they too are certain to a 
Sſhorten a Man's Days, are very apt, not only to engage \ fy 
People with their ſeeming Charms into a debauch'd Life ka | 
Jutterly prejudicial to the Health of thoſe that indulge in ; 
Fit. but to make them have a Contempt tor others, whoſe N 


2 © 


good Senſe and true Taſte of Happineſs inſpire them 


with an Averſion to Idleneſs and Effeminacy, and put 


6 them upon. hardening their Conſtitution by innocent Ex- - il 
„ Fercile and laudable Employment, How many do Glut- - 
4 tony and want of Exerciſe tumble into an untimely 1 } 
„Steve; while the Temperate and the Active driuk ſober [ | 


2 MPraughts of Life, and ſpin cut their Thread to the 
Length of Neſftor's? OTE FAB. 


108 DAMSOP's FABLES. 
FAB. LIX. The Leopard and the Fox, 
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HE Leopard, one Day, took it into his Head to * 
lue himſelf upon the great Variety and Beauty of 5: 
Spots; and truly he ſaw no Reaſon why even the Li: 


ſhould take Place of him, fince he could not ſhew ſo ben 


tiful a Skin. As for the wild Beaſts of the Foreſt, |: 
treated them all, without Diſtinction, in the moſt haugh! 
diſdainful Manner. But the Fox, being among then 


went up to him with a great deal of Spirit and Reſolutic| 
and told him, That he was miſtaken in the Value he w: 


Picus'd to fer upon himſelf; ſince People of Judgment wer 
not us'd to form their Opinion of Merit from an outkc: 
Appearance, but by conſidering the good Qualities a 
Endowments with which che Mind was ſtor'd within. 


Tn APP LICATPTH4IO NN. 
How much more heavenly and powerful would Beau! 


prove, if it were not ſo frequently im prd by the Af: f 


ctation and Conceitedneſs of its Poſſeſſor! If ſome Wo 
men were but as modeſt and unafluming as they ar 
band. om, they might command the Hearts of all ti: 

bebo! 


* 


beholc 
E yided 
© orea' 
and v 


thoſe 
be by 
: p've 
juch, 
tion. 
Jof th 
Pa ſſi 
they 
were 
Fool. 
true 
Jveſt 
Jridic 


leaſt 


Joreſt 


180 
ot 2 


upo 


4 


aw! 


\ (bs, 5 


ESO P's FABLES. 2 


Ibehold them. But Nature ſeem'd to foreſee, and has pro- 
vided againſt ſuch an Inconvenience, by tempering its 


reareſt Maſter-pieces with a due Proportion of Pride 


and Vanity: So that their Power, depending upon the 
Duration of their Beauty only, is like to be but of a ſhort 
Continuance; which, when they happen to prove Ty- 
T rants, is no ſmall Comfort to us; and, then, even while 
it ]aſts, will abate much of its Severity by the Allay ot 
S thoſe two prevailing Ingredients, If Beauties could bur 
be brought to think and conſider a little, ſure it muſt 


give them ſome Mortification, to be ſenſible that, as 


uch, they are the Objects of none but a Fool's Admira- 
tion. Wiſe Men are chiefly captivated with the Charms 
© of the Mind; and whenever they are infatuated with a 
Peſſion for any thing elſe, it is generally obſery'd that 
| they ceaſe, during that Time at leaſt, to be what they 
were; and are indeed look'd upon, to be only playing the 
Fool. If the Fair Ones I have been ſpeaking of have a 
true Aſcendant over them, they will oblige them to di- 
T vct themſelves of common Senſe, and to talk and act 
S ridiculouſ}y, before they can think them worthy of the 


leaſt Regard, Should one of theſe fine Creatures be ad- 


J oreft in the Words cf Fuba, 


Tis not a Set of Features, or Complexion, 
The Tinfure of a Skin, that I admire. 

Beauty ſoon grows familiar to the Lover, 
Fades in his Eye, and palls upon the Senſe. 
The virtuous Marcia towers above her Sex, 
True, (he is fair, oh how divinely fair ! 
But flill, the lovely Maid improve: her Charms 
With inward Greatneſs, unaffected Wiſdom, 
And Sanctity of Manners. 


1 I would not be the Man that ſhould venture the Succeſs 
ot a ſtrong Paſſion, upon the Conſtruction ſhe would put 
upon ſuch a Compliment. 
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A* the Cat and the Fox were talking Politics tope!l | 
cn a Time, in the middle of the Foreſt, Re 2470 
ſaid, let what would come of it he did not care, for ke 
had a thouſand Tricks for them yet, before they fol- 
hurt him: But pray, ſays he, Mrs. Puſs, ſappoſe then 
ſhould be an Invalion, what Courſe do you deſign to take! 
Nay, ſays the Cat, I have but one Shift for it, and if t tut 
won't do, I am undone. I am ſorry for you, n | 
nard, with all my Heart, and would gladly furniſh yo. 


go, it is not good to truſt; we muſt c'en be every one 


for himſelf, as the ſaying is, and ſo your humble Servant, 


Theſe Words were ſcarce out of his Month, when the 
were alarm'd with a Pack of Hounds that came up! 
them full Cry, The Cat, by the help of her ſingle Shit, 
ran up a Tree, and fate ſecurely among the top Branches 
from whence ſhe beheld Reynard, who had not been ab: 
to break View, overtaken with his thouſand Tricks, an! 
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" Worn in as many Pieces by the Dogs which had ſurrounded . | q 
m. | j 
f jr F 
1 Te APPLICATION. 1 
| S A Man that ſets up for more Cunning than the reſt of . 


* 


Sis Neighbours, is generally a filly Fellow at the Bottom. . 

hoever is Maſter of a little Judgment and Infight into I 
Erhings, let him keep them to himſelf, and make uſe of | 
Whem, as he ſees Occaſion; but he ſhould nor be teazing 
Prhers with an idle and impertinent Oſteatation of them. 
Pae good diſcrete Expedient made Ute of upon an E- 


—  — 
- — 
— — — — — 


| 1ergency, will do a Man more rea] Service, ard make 1 
pthers think better of him, than to have paſsd all along | 
por a ſhrewd crafry Knave, and be bubbled at laſt, When ul 
ö | any one has been ſuch a Coxcomb as to inſult his Ac- 5 
„ aintance, by pretending to more Pol:cy and Stratagem bo 
an the reſt of Mankind, they are apt to wiſh tor 15 
| | Yome Difficulty for him to ſhew his Skill in; where, 1 
f he ſhould miſcarry, (as, ten to one, but he doee,) his 71 

Nisfortune, inſtead of Pity, is ſure to be attended with 64 
e W-»ughter. He that ſets up for a Biter, as the, Phraſe 9 
, being generally intent upon his Prey, or vain of 1 
„ evving his Art, frequently expoſes himſelf to the Traps 9 
Pf one ſharper than himſelf, and incurs the Ridicule ot ee 
| Whoſe whom he deſign'd to make ridiculous. ji 
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S Man having taken a Partridge, pluck d for: 
of the Feathers out of its Wings, and turn'd it in: 
a little Yard, where he kept Game Cocks. The Cock 
for a while, led the poor Bird a fad Life, continu! 
pecking and driving it away from the Meat, This Tre: 
ment was taken the more unkindly, becauſe offer'd to: 
Stranger; and the Partridge could not but conclude the! 
the moſt inhoſpitable, uncivil People, he had ever 1 
with. But, at laſt, obſerving how frequently they qu 
rel'd, and fought with each other, he comforted himſelf ii! 
this Reflection, That it was no wonder they were 
cruel to him, ſince there was ſo much Bickering and A: 
molity among themſelves. 


: 
1 


ie APPLICATION. 
This Fable comes home to our ſelyes; and, honeſt 3 


tens, have at ye, We of this Iſland were look'd up! © 


. 
| - 
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' 
FAB. LXI. The Partridge and the Cocks 
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cruel to Strangers, ſo long ſince as Auguſtus Ceſar's 
me. Horace, who has the Character of being happy 
his manner of Expreſſion, calls us 

Britannos, hoſpitibus feros. 
ad when Virgil ſays we were 


penitus toto diviſos orbe Britannos, 


fear he meant in point of Politeneſs and Civility, as 
ell as Situation. Some Moderns of other Countries 


Wave obſerv'd that we are ſtill addicted to that Averſion 


d Savageneſs to Foreigners, as our Forefathers were; 


Ind that we deſerve the Character, at leaſt as much 


ow, as they did then. Whether there is any thing in 


e Manner of our Situation, as an Iſlind, which con- 
Fquently can be no Thoroughfare to other Countries, 


d ſo is not made Uſe of by Strangers upon that Ac- 


Punt, which makes us thus ſhy and uncivil; or, whether it 


a Jealouſy upon Account of our Liberties, which 


Suts us upon being ſuſpicious of, and unwilling to har- 


our any that are not Members of the ſame Community, 
will not determin. But that it is ſo in Fact, is too 


Notorious to be denied; and perhaps can be accounted 


'r no other Way, than from the natural Bent of our 
emper, as it proceeds from ſomething peculiar to our 
wn Air and Climate, It has been affir m'd, that there is 


Wot, in the whole World beſides, a Breed of Cocks and 
dogs, ſo fierce and uncapable of yielding as that of our: 
ut that, either of them, carried into toreign Countries, 


ould degenerate in a few Years. Why mayr'c the 


me be true of our Men? I have obſerv'd that thoſe a- 


ong us who have travell'd. loſe much of this inhoſpi- 


L able Spirit; and the longer they have ſtay'd in another 


ountry, the fewer their Suſpicions of Strangers, and 


q he leſs their Apprehenſions of loſing their Liberties have 


up 8 


zen, Poſſibly a foreign Clime may have ſome Influence 


pon a human Temper too. 


But if Strangers find any Inconvenience in this. which, 
s hoping it proceeds from a tive Spirit of Liberty, I 
cannot 
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cannot but conprarulate my Nation upon, there is d 
comfortable Conſideration to ballance it, on the c. 
Side; That there is no People, under the Sun, ſo gn 
given to Diviſion and Contention among theme! ys: / 
we are. Can a Stranger think it hard to be look's vb 
with ſome Shyneſs, when he beholds how little we 101 
one another? Was ever any Foreigner, merely for bei 
a Foreigner, treated with half that Malice and Bine! 
neſs, which differing Parties expreſs towards each ot 
] would willingly 3 that this too proceeds, in u 
main, on both ſides, from a paſſionate Concern tor © 
Liberties and Well being; I know nothing elſe We 
can ſo well excuſe it. But our Averſion, notwirh(-; 
ing our being a trading Nation, to have any Iatercoy; 
with Strangers, is ſo great, that when we want ode 
Objects for our Churliſtineſs, we raiſe them up amor 
our ſelves; and there is, ſometimes, as great a Strang: 
neſs kept up between one County and another here, ; 
there is between two diſtinct Kingdoms abroad. Ide. 
mention the conſtant Hoſtilities which are ebſery'. | 
tween the Inhabitants of South and North Britai c 
Wales and Ireland, among one another; becauſe ti: 
were, no longer than two or three hundred Years 29. 
under different Princes, and had ſeparate Intereſts; i: 
tis ſomething monſtrous, that a Torkſaire Man ſhould 4 
look'd upon as a Foreigner by a Native of Norfo'+; 1 
that buth of them ſhould be taken for outlandiſh Int 


cers, by one that happens to be born within the bi 
of Mortality. 
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T is ſaid that the Beaver (a Creature which lives chiefly 
in che Water) has a certain Part about him which is 
rood in Phyſic, and that, upon this Account, he is often 
Punted down and kill'd. Once upon a time, as one of 
Wee Creatures was hard purſu'd by the Dogs, and knew 
Pot how to eſcape, recollecting with himſelf the Reaſon 
pf his being thus perſecuted, with a great Reſolution and 
Preſence of Mind, he bit off the Part which his Hunters 
Wanted, and throwing it towards them, by this means 
Eſcap'd with his Life. 
| t 
f However it is among Beaſts, there are fe human 
CTreitores but what are hunted for ſometbing elſe, beſides, 
ither their Lives, or the Pleaſure of hunting them. The 


Inquißtion would hardly be ſo keen againſt the Jews, if 
they had not ſomething belonging to them more valuable 
than their Souls; which whenever that wiſe, but obſti- 
vate People can prevail with themſelves to part with, 
there's an End of the Chaſe, for that Time. Indeed, 
hen Lite is purſued, and in Danger, whoever values it, 
| could. 
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ſhould give up every thing but his Honour, to preſ = | 
it. And, when a diſcarded Miniſter is proſecuted + Ch 
having damap'd the Com mon. wealth, let him but tho Hir hor 
down ſome of the Fruits of his Iniquity to the Hume ber 
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and I will engage for his coming off, in other Raped 
with a whole Skin, | | 


FAB. LXIII. The Thunny and the Dolphil 
| ————— mM 


[ 
11 


A and driven with great Violence, not minding vil 
way he went, was thrown, by the Force of c 
Waves, upon a Rock, and left there. His Death nov! 
v-as inevitable; but, caſting his Eye on one fide, an: 
ſeeing the Dolphin, in the ſame Condition, lye gaſping h 
him, Well, ſays he, I muſt dye, tis true; but I dye wit 
Pleaſure, when I behold him who is the Cauſe of itn 
voly'd in the ſame Fate. 


De APPLICATION. 1 
Revenge, tho' a blind miſchievous Paſſion, is yet aver) 
ſweet thing: So ſweet, that it can even ſooth the Pang, 
and reconcile us to the Bitterneſs of Death, And indee! 
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muſt be a Temper highly philoſophical, that could be 
iven out of Life by any tyrannical unjuſt Procedure, 
d not be touch'd with a Senſe of Pleaſure to ſee the 
uthor of it ſplitting upon the ſame Rock. 

When this is allow'd, and it is farther conſider'd how 
ily the Revenge of the meaneſt Perſon may be execu- 


d upon even the higheſt, it ſhould, methinks, keep 
People upon their Guard, and prevail with them not to 


-r{ecute or be injurious to any one. The very Senſe of 
ing Wrong is ſufficient to influence every brave honeſt 
an, and to ſecure him from harbouring even the 
hought of it in his Breaft. But I would have the Knave 
nd the Coward weigh the preſent Argument, and, be- 
ore they attempt the leaſt Injury, be aſſur'd of this Truth, 


i nothing is more ſweet, nor ſcarce any thing ſo caty 


o compals, as Revenge. 


FAB. LXIV. 
The Hawk and the Nightingale. 
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A Nightingale, ſitting all alone among the ſhady Bran- 


ches of an Oak, ſung with ſo melodious and ſhrill 


a Pipe that ſhe made the Woods eccho again, and alarm'd 
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a hungry Hawk who was at ſome Diſtance off watch 

for his Prey. He had no ſooner diſcover'd the little Mu 
cian, but, making a Stoop at the Place, he ſciz'd bel 
with his crooked Talons, and bid her prepare for Dez: 
Ah! ſays ſhe, for Heaven's ſake, don't do ſo barbarayz 
Thing and fo unbecoming your ſelf; conſider, I never 
you auy Wrong, and am but a poor ſmall Morſel tor ſud 
a Stomach as yours; rather attack ſome larger Fow!, whit, 
may bring you more Credit and a better Meal, and let me] 
go. Ay! ſays the Hawk, perſuade me to it if you ca} 
1 have been upon the Watch all Day long, and have ng 

met with one Bit of any thing till I caught you; andnouſ 
you would have me let you go in Hopes of ſomething 
better, would you? Pray who would be the Fool then? 


i APPLICATION 


They that neglect the Opportunity of reaping a ſil 
Advantage in Hopes they ſhall obtain a better, arc tx 
fem acting upon a reaſonable and well-advis'd Founcaios, 
The Figure of Time is always drawn with a ſingle Lock 
of Hair hanging over his Forehead, and the back Part d 
his Head bald; to put us Mind, that we ſhioul! be {we ts 
lay hold of an Occaſion when it fi:ſt preſents it {elf to 


* 


us; leſt aftervꝛards we repent us of cur Omiſſion 200 
Folly, and would recover it, when it is too late. It 151 7 
very weak Reaſon to give for our Refuſil of a Thing is 
that we do it becauſe vie defire or want a better: for iti AM 
Time enough to relinquiſh the ſmall Aﬀair, when the 2 
great one comes; if ever it does come. But, ſuppoſirg em 
it ſhould not, how can we forgive our ſelves for |itirs t 
any thing ſlip through our Han s, by a vain Occitation a- aſh 
ter ſomething elſe, which we never could obtain, lee 
who has not been guilty of any of theſe Kind of Err: rs, fs 
however poorly he may come off at laſt, has only the he 
Malice of Fortune, or of ſome body elſe, to charge with 1 
his ul Succeſs; and may 5pp!zud himſelf, with ſome Com- Race 
fort, in never baving loſt an Opportunity, tho? ever ſo or 
{ma'l, of bettering and improving his Circumſtances, Un- Wi... 
thinking People have oftentimes the Unhappineſs to fret 


and 
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tere themſelves with Retioſpects of this Kind; which 
vrho attend to the Buſincis of Life as they ought, 
br have Occaſion to make. 


AB. LXV. The Fox 5b a Tail. 


EC %—⁰m§ö—ö ũ ͥ..⅛ ˙ỹ̃ẽX. mũ/a• ä ; mma 


r 
5 N 


N. 0 jo _— a 


— — — 


Wt 
10 


= * W Ml 
_— AR "W Fit 
— — * IO 


D ö 
W ö 
%% 


oy | Wl 
7 1010 I 1 NI! 


| | — 7 [0 
— © | wi wii as 


«If 
UM , . 


Fox, being caught in a Steel Trap by his Tail, was g'ad 
to compound for his Etcape with the Loſs of it ; But, 
on coming abroad into the World, began to be ſo ſenſi- 


$1 6 
p e of the Diſgrace ſuch a Defect would bring upon him, 
f at he ab wiſh'd he had died rather than bst it behind 


im. However, to make the beſt of a bad matter, he 
brm'd a Project in his Head, to call an Aſſembly of the 
We: of the Foxes, and propole it for their Imitation, as 4 
$:1:i0n which would be very agreeable and becoming. He 
lid ſo: and made a long Harangue upon the unprofitable- 
ls of Tails in general, and endeavour'd chiefly to ſhew 
he Auk wardaefG and Inconvenience of a Fox's Tail_ in 
articular; adding, that it would be both more graceful and 
vore ee to be altogether without them; and that, 
or his Part, what he had only imagin'd and conjectur'd be- 

fore, he now found by Experience, for that he never en- 

Joy'd 
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joy'd himſelf ſo well and found himſelf ſo eaſy as be 
done ſince he cut eff his Tail. He ſaid no more, ig 
look'd about with a brisk Air to fee what Proſelytes he wi 
gain'd; when a fly old Thief in the Company, who ul 
derſtood Trap, an{wer'd him, with a Leer, I believe vg 
may have found a Conveniency in parting with your 1 
and when we are in the ſame Circumſtances, perhaps y 
may do ſo too. 


in ATFFLICATION 

If the World were but generally as prudent as Foxe 
they would not ſuffer ſo many filly Faſhions to obtain. 
are daily brought in Vogue: for which ſcarce any Ref 
ſon can be aſſign'd befide the Humour of ſome conceis 
vain Creature; urleſs, which is full as bad, they are in 
tended to palliate ſome Defect in the Perſon that intrs 
duces them. The Petticoat of a whole Sex is ſometinslMf 
ſwelld to ſcreen an Enormity of which only one of then 
has been guilty. Nay fo ſtrangely good-natur'd him 
the Ladies of ſome Countries been in this Reſpect, thy 
they were contented to expoſe ſome hundred Pair of Mi, 
poſts, to countenance the Opportunity of ſome bodies di 
playing one Pair of handſom Legs. It is no ſuch Won. 
der that Alexander the Great could bring a wry Neck int 
Faſhion in a Nation of Slaves, when we cor ſider We 
Power, of this Nature, ſome little, inſignificant, dappa] 
Fellows have had among a free People. 
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UL Icebie od Man, Who had craw!d out into a 
neighbouring Wood to gather a few . nad made 
his Bundle, and, laying it over his Shoulders, was trudg- 
d nomeward with it; but, what with ge oh e Length 
the Way, and the Weight of his Burden, his orew 10 
It and weak that he ſunk under it; and, as he iate on 
> Ground, call'd upon Death ro come, once for all, and 
him of his Troubles. Tcatha no {ſooner heard him, 
he came, with his Skeleton Mein, his raw Bones, his 
ehe, and all that, and demanded of lun! hat he want- 
The poor old Creature, who little thought Death had 
en ſo near, and frightcd almoſt out of His Senſes with his 
ble Aſpect, anſwer'd him trembling. that having by 
ance let his Bundle of Sticks fall; and being too infirm 
per it up himſelf, he had made bold to call „pon him 
help him: that, indeed, this was all he wanted at pre- 
an that he hop d his Worſhip was not offended with 
n for the Liberty he had taken in ſo doing. 
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The APPLICATION. 43 
This Fable gives us a lively Repreſentation of the gen- al 
ral Behaviour of Mankind toward that grim King « i 
Terrors, Death. Such Liberties do they take with hin = 
behind his Back, that, upon every little croſs Acciden 
which happens in cheir Way, Death is immediately eas 
upon; and they even wiſh it might be lawful for themtg? 
finiſh, by their own Hands, a Life ſo odious, ſo perpe. 
tually tormenting and vexatious. When, let but Death 
only offer to make his Appearance, and the very Senſe : 
his near Approach almoſt does the Buſineſs; oh, then, 
they want is a little longer Life; and they would be glu} 
to come off ſo well, as to have their old Burden laid up | 
on their Shoulders again. One may well conclude whi 
an utter Averſion they, who are in Youth, Health, ai 
Vigour of Body, have to dying, when Age, Poverty, and 
Wretchedneſs..are not ſufficient to reconcile us to th 
Thought. Some would make you believe they won? 
meet Death half Way, if it were not for ſomething u E 
Religion, which forbids ſuch an Action; but I verij BR. | 
think Religion 1s rather a Pretence than a real Obſtacle uv, 
theſe Gentlemen: For I preſume that human Nature unf 
much of the ſame Temper now. as it has been from ttt 
Beginning; and I cannot recollect any Hiſtory which is 
forms us that Men were more apt to be the immedi: Wa 
Inſtruments in extinguiſhing their own Lives, before th! Wl 
Particular of Religion was ſo univerſally known, thu 
they have been fince. In ſhort, I don't know any MA 
ſo great a Slave to Lite as the Man who is often 
wiſhing to dye, Like a peeviſh, froward Child that fas 
out with the Bubby, be is angry with that which helibA un; 


moſt; and pretends to quarrel with that Boſom, front, 
which ſhould he be taken by Force, he would fill ti: Watt | 
whole Houſe with Noiſe and Outcry, = To 


FA 
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4 FAB. LXVII. The Lion in Love. 
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f HE Lion, by Chance, ſaw a fair Maid, the Foreſter's 
ny Daughter, as ſhe was tripping over a Lawn, and fell 
4. Love with her. Nay, ſo violent was his Paſſion, that 
% | could not live unleſs he made her his own; fo thar, 
1 ithout any more Delay, he broke his Mind to the Fa- 
ak er, and demanded the Damſel for his Wife. The Man, 
odd as the Propoſal ſeem'd àt firſt, yet ſoon recollected, 
it by complying he might get the Lion into his Power, 
n, by refuſing him, ſhould only exaſperate and provoke 
ten s Rage, Therefore he conſented ; but told him, it mutt 
al upon theſe Conditions; That, conſidering the Girl was 


ki ung and tender, he muſt agree to let his Teeth be pluck'd 
on Rt, and his Claws cut off, leſt he ſhould hurt her, or at 
ect frighten her with the Apprehenſions of them. The 
oon was too much in Love to helitate; But was no 
oner depriv'd of his Teeth and Claws, than the treache- 
os Foreſter, inſtead of a Wife, made towards him with 
e huge Club, and knock'd his Brains out. 
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i” AFPLICAT-ION; 


Of all the ill Conſequences which may attend that bir, 
Paſſion Love, ſeldom any prove ſo fatal as that one. 
its drawing People into a ſudden and ill-concerted Myr. 
riage. They commit a raſh Action in the midſt of , bn. 
of Madnef:, of which, as ſoon as they come to them e 
they may find Reaſon to repent as long as they hir 
Many a young Country Squire has been treated 2s uch 
like a Savage, in this reſpect, as the Lion in the Fah. 
He has, perhaps, had nothing valuable belonging to hq, 
but his Eſtate and the Writings which made his Tine t 
it; and if he is ſo far captivated,as to be perſuaded o pm 
with theſe, bis Teeth and his Claws are gone, and |<; 
entirely at the Mercy of Madam and her Relation | 
the Favour he is to expect after this, is from the accid. WE 
tal Goodneſs of the Family he falls into; which. if i 
happens to be of a particular Strain, will not fail to k ceo 
him in a diſtant Subjection, after they have ſtrip'd bind 
all his Power. It he is permitted, once in a Month, 9 
approach the Bed of his Spouſe, he muſt look vpon i: Þ 
as the greateſt of Favours; and, at the ſame time, not 
dare to mutter or make a wry Face,tho* he knows ſomeÞ = 
body elſe is admitted there every Night, I know nothin þ a: 
but reciprocal Love which can make a true Friendſhipani | 
a mutual Intereſt betwixt the conjugal Pair; when there 
tore that is wanting, and nothing but Contempt and 4 
verſion remain to ſupply the Place, it becomes a dow. 
right State of Enmity and Hoſtility: And, what a mißt 
Table Caſe he muſt be in, who has put himſelf and his 
whole Power into the Hands of his Enemy, let tho 
conſider, who, while they are in their ſober Senſes, abt 
the Thoughts of being betray'd into their Ruin, by fc“ 
lowing the Impulſe of a blind unheeding Paſſion. 
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ind 1 AB. LXVIII. The Lioneſs and the Fox. 
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not ER HE Lioneſs aid the Fox chancing to meer. together, 
me 


| | fell into Diſcourſe; and the Converſation turning up- 
an the Breeding, and the Fuitfulneſs, of ſome living Crea- 
ures above others, the Fox could not forbear taking the 
pportunity of obſerving to the Lioneſs, that for her Part 
ee ought Foxes were as happy in that reſpect as almoſt 
= other Creatures; for that they bred conſtantly once a 


his Year, it not oftner, and always had a good Litter of Cub 
of every Birth: and yet, ſays ſhe, there are thoſe, who are 
bo ever deliver'd of more than one at a time, and that per- 


ups not above once or twice through their whole Lite, 
ho hold up their Noſes and value themſelves ſo much up- 
Won it, that they think all other Creatures beneath them, and 
ſcarce worthy to be ſpoken to. The Lioneſs, who all the 
vile perceiv'd at whom this Reflection pointed, cojour'd 
with Reſentment, and, with a good deal of Vehemence, 
replied; Mrs. Fox, what you have obſerv d is certainly true; 
and, if you don't know, II give you a Reaſon why it 
ought to be ſo; You produce a great many at a Litter, 
G 3 and 
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and, often: but what are they? Foxes. I indeed have |, 
one at a Time, but remember that this One is a Ls 
a Lion, Mrs. Fox. 7 


9 ATPLICATI-ON. 
Our Productions, of whatſberer Kind, are not to | 
efteem'd ſo much by the Quantity as the Quality of then 
'Tis not being employ'd much, but well and to the Fu 
poſe, which makes us uſeful to the Age we live in, 20 
celebrated by thoſe which are to come. As it is a Mis 
fortune, to the Countries which are infeſted with ther 
for Foxes and other Vermin to multiply among them; f 
for my Part, I can't help throwing out a melanchc jb 
Reflection, when I ſee ſome Particulars of the hum 
Kind increaſe fo faft as they do. | 
But the moſt obvious Meming of this Fable, and wii 11; 
I cannot omir, is the Hint it gives us in relation to Au RH; 
thors. Theſe Gentlemen ſhould be very cautious how thr We 
attempt to raiſe themiclves a Reputation by enumerzin|# 
the Catalogue of their Productions: Since there is mor 
Glory in having written one tolerable Piece, than a thay 
ſand indifferent ones: And whoever has had the pox! 
Fortune to pleaſe in one Performance of this kind, ſhouth Wing 
be very cautious of venturing his Reputation in a fſecorlh N wt 


WA W 


FAG, 


Wins offers with his Head, and braying fo terribly, that the 
J whole Herd quak'd for fear of him: when one of the 
little Fawns coming up, addreſs'd him to this Purpoſe, 
Pray, Papa, what is the Reaſon that you, ho are fo 
= {tout and formidable at all other Times, if you do but hear 
W the Cry of the Hounds, are ready to fly out of your Skin 
for fear? Why, I proteſt, Child, ſays he, What you ob- 
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FAB. LXIX. The Stag and the Fawn. 
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Stag, which was grown old and miſchievous, was, 
according to cuſtom, ſtamping with his Foot, mak- 


ſerve is true; I am indeed vigorous and able enough, I 
think, to make my Party good any where, and often re- 
ſolve with my ſelf, that nothing ſha'l ever diſmay my 
Courage for the future; But, alas! I no ſooner hear the 


Note of a Hound, but all my Spirits fail me, and I can't 
help making off as faſt as ever my Legs can carry me. 


I36--42FLEICATE.O-N. 
This is the Caſe of many a cowardly Bully in the 
World. He is d ſpos'd to be i perious and tyrannical, and 
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do inſult his Fellow-creatures, and takes all Opportunii, 
of acting according to his Inclination; But yet is cl 
tious where he makes his Haunts, and takes care to h 
to do only with a raſcally Herd of People, more vil: zl 

mean than himſelf, A Man of Courage quaſhes him wit 
2 Word; and he who has thresten'd Death, in every $& 
rence, for a Twelye-month together, to thoſe whom | 
knew it would affright, at the very Frown of an int 


4 x? 


Struggle betwixt Fear, Shame, and Revenge, wi 


c 


pid Man, has leapt out ct a Window. It is no unpl ja lt 
{ant Sight, to be preſent when any of theſe Gentleme l 
happen to be diſarm'd of their Terror before the Faces d 
their humble Admirers: There is a ſtrange boiſterau I 
l 


blinds them with Confuſion; and tho? they would ta 
excrt a little Courage and ſhew themfſ.lves Mer, yl 
they know not how, there is ſomething within whit 
will not ſuffer them to do it. In ſhort, the Predom. 
nance of Nature will few it ſelf, upon Occaſion, ini 
true Colours, through all the Diſguiſes which arttul e 
endeavour to throw over it. Cowardice particularly pin 
us more Suſpicion, when it would conceal it felt under » 
affected Fierceneſs; as they, who would ſmother an 8 
Smell by a Cloud of Perfume, are imagin'd to be but 1: - , 
more offenſive. When we have done all, Nature viz 


zin what ſhe was, and ſhew her ſelf whenever ſh: jv 
c2]l'd upon; therefore whatever we do in Contradiclig * 
to her Laws, is ſo forc'd and affected, that it mu t 
needs expoſe and make us ridiculous. We talk Non{:n: po: 
when we would argue apainſt it; like Teague, wi ak 
being ask'd, why he fled from his Colours, ſwore 1 ! 
Hearc was as good as any in the Regiment, but b. ke 


d:mn'd cowardly Legs would run away with him, wi: | 
ever he could do. | 
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Fs LXX-- 
The young Man and the Swallow. 


FL 11g tit 
BW ax; ; 


11 ; — 


N Prodigal young Spendthrift, who had waſted his 
hole Patrimony in Taverns, among lewd, idle 
ompany, was taking a melancholy Walk near a Brook. 
was in the Month of January; and happen'd to be on 
thoſe warm ſun-ſhiny Days, whixh ſometimes {mi.e 
on us even in that winterly Seaſon of the Year; and tg 
ake it the more flattering, a Swallow, which had bet ii 
fr behind laſt Year, or had made its Appearance, by Mi- 
ake, too ſoon, flew skimming along upon the Surface of 
e Water, The giddy Youth obſerving this, without auy 
rther Conſideration, concluded that Summer was now 
dme, and that he ſhould have little or no Occaſion for 
oaths, ſo went and pawn'd them at the Proker's, and 
Entur'd the Mony for one Stake more among his ſharp- 
g Companions, When this too was gone the fame 
ray with the reſt, he took another ſolitary Walk in the 
Wine Place as before. But the Weather, being ſevere and 
G 5 froſty, 
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different from what it did; the Brook was quite fro 


and coming to a kind of Senſe of his Miſery, he u. 


proach d the deceas'd Bird, as the Author of all his Misfo 


tunes; Ah, Wretch that thou wert! fays he, Thou hit 


undone both thy ſelf, and me, who was fo credulous uf 


to depend upon thee, 
Te APPLICATION. 


They who live in Taverns and Gaming-houſes, ai 
keep bad Company, are almoſt ſure to be reduc'd, in | 


very ſmall time, to Penury and Want, The wyretchel 


young Fellows, who once addict themſelves to ſuch if 


ſcandalous kind of Life, ſcarce think of, or attend to n 


one thing beſides. They ſeem to have nothing elle 1 ; 


their Heads, but how they may ſquander what they hay 


got, and where they may get more when that is por. Wil 
If they have any other Ideas, they don't make the ſan: 
Uſe of them that other People do; but, like the Jaundic 
Eye, view every thing in that falſe Light, in which! 
their Diſtemper and Debauchery repreſent it. The your] 


Man in the Fable gives us a pretty Example of this; þ 
ſees a Swallow in the midſt of Winter, and inſtead «| 


being ſurpriz'd at it as a very irregular and extraordin WY 
Thing, concludes from thence that tis Summer; as it x 


had never thought before about the Seaſon, Well, tix 


Reſult of this wiſe Conelufion, is of a Piece with th: 
Concluſion it ſelf; if it is Summer, he ſhall not want 6 
many Cloaths, therefore he ſells them; For what? mor: 
Mony to ſquander away: as if (had his Obferyation bet 


froſty, had made every thing look with an Aſpect 0 F 
4 | 
over, and the poor Swallow lay dead upon the Bank of i, 
The very Sight of which cool'd the young Spark's Brain; þ 


# 
= 
a 
- 


uit) Summer would have laſted ail the Year round. But 1 


the true Reſult and Concluſion of all is this: when botl i 
his Mony and Cloaths are irrecoverably gone, he comes, 
tho? too late, to his right Senſes; he is ready to periſh Py 
with Hunger, to ſtarve with Cold, and to tear his o- Ü 


Fleſh with Remorſe and Vexation, at his former Stup- 
Eee IE, 
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FAB. LXXI. The Angler and the little Fiſh. 
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A Man was angling in a River, and caught a ſmall 
Pearch; which, as he was taking off the Hook, 
and going to put it into his Basket, open'd its Mouth, and 
began to implore his Pity, begging that he would throw 
it into the River again, Upon the Man's demanding 
vhat Reaſon he had to expect ſuch a Favour; why, ſays' 
the Fiſh, becauſe, at preſent, I am but young and little, 
and conſequently not ſo well worth your while, as I ſhalt 
be if you take me ſome time hence, when I am grown 
larger. That may be, replies the Man; but I am not one 
of thoſe Fools, who quit a Certainty in Expectation of 
an Uncertainty, 


Te APPELICAT-HOXN:. 

This Fable points much the ſame Way as the ſixty 
Furth, ſo that one Moral may very well ſerve for both. 
But the Leſſon they teach is ſo uſeful and inſtructive, that 
a Repetition of it is by no means ſuperfluous, The Pre- 
cept which they would inſtil into us, is, Never to ler ſlip 
the preſent Opportunity, but to ſecure to our {elves every 
little Advantage juſt in the Nick that it offcrs, without a 

| vain 
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vain Reliance upon, and fruitleſs Expectation of ſom- ad 
thing better in time to come. We may chear up 0; n. 
Spirits with hoping for that which we cannot at preſemt Wl 

obtain; but, at the ſme time, let us be ſure we give no 
Occalion of condemning our ſelves for omitting ary | 
thing which it was in our Power to ſecure. | 


FAB. EXXII. The Aſs andthe Lion hunting, 
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HE Lion took a Fancy to hunt in Company with 

the Als; and, to make him the more uſeful, gate 

him Inſtructions to hide himſelf in a Thicket, and then 
to bray in the moſt ugly frightful Manner that he cold 
poſſibly contriye. By this means, ſays he, you will rout: 
all the Beafrs within the Hearing of you, while I land at 
the Outlets and take them as they are making off, This 
was done; and the Stratagem took Effect according) 
The Als bray'd moſt hideouſly, and the timorous Beaſts, 
not knowing what to make of it, began to ſcour off a; 
faſt as they could; when the Lion, who was poſted 
at a proper Avenue, ſciz d and devour'd them as he 
pleas'd, Having got his Belly full, he call'd out to the 
| AG 
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ome: and bid him leave off, telling him he had done e- N 
eren. Upon this, the lop- ear d Raſcal came out of his 
cle bug, and approaching the Lion, ask'd him with an 4 


ot Conceit, how he lik d his Performance. Prodi- * 
uſly, ſays he; you did ſo well, that I proteſt, had I 0 
known your Nature and Temper, I might have been 
4 med my (cit. 
To APPLICATEO NN. 
\ br:g ting cowardly Fellow may impoſe upon People 
cot know him, but is the greateſt Jeſt imaginable 
thoſe that do. There are many Men, who appear ve- 
terrible and big in their manner of expreſſing them- 
ves, and, if you could be per ſuaded to take their own 
ord for it, are perfect Lions; who, if one takes the | 
Si:1s to inquire a little into their true Nature, are as ar- li 
Writ Aſſes as ever bray'd, ' 


FAB. LXXIII. The Senſible Af. 
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A* old Fellow was feeding an Aſs in a fine green 

Meadow ; and being alarm'd with the ſudden Ap- 
r02ch of the Enemy, was impatient with the Als to put 
.micif forward, and fly With all the Speed chat he was 


able. 


2 
4 

| 
4. 


4 


134 A@£SOP's TABLES. Ml 
able. The Aſs ask'd him, whether or no he thong vont 
Enemy would clap two Pair of Panniers upon his B;} 4 {« 
The Man ſaid, No; there is no fear of that, iy; 
then, ſays the Aſs, I'll not ſtir an Inch: for what i; + Wim. 
me who my Maſter is, fince I ſhall but carry my Pam edit 


as uſual? 
Te APPLICATION. 
This Fable ſhews us how much in the wrong | 
poorer ſort of People are, when they are under any C 
cern about the Revolutions of a Government, 40 
Alteration which they can feel, is, perhaps, in the Nn 
of their Sovereign, or ſome ſuch important Trige h 
they cannot well be poorer, or made to work bag 
than they did before. And yet, how are they {ometin, 
impos d upon and drawn in, by the Artifices of a {i 
miſtaken or deſigning Men, to foment Factions, and u 
Rebellions, in Caſes where they can get nothing by 
Succeſs ;. but, if they miſcarry, are in Danger ot {uf 
ing an ignominious, untimely Death. 


FA B. LXXIV. The Boaſting Travelle 


NE who had been abroad, at his Return home a 
gain, was giving an Account of his Travels; ad 
| among 


HH @#$0P%s FABLES. nz; 
U2%t rang other Places, faid he had been at Rhodes, where he 
e { diltinguiſh'd himſef in Leaping, an Exerciſe that 
. \ ity was famous for, that not a Rhodian could come near 
bn. When thoſe who were preſent, did not ſeem to 
Parr edit this Relation fo readily as he intended they ſhould, 
took ſome Pains to convince them of it by Oaths and 
roteftations; upon which one of the Company riſing up, 
old him, he need not give himſelf ſo much Trouble a- 

Pont it, fince he would put him in a Way to demon- 

1t rate it in Fact; adding, that he himſelf was of the City 
e Rhodes, and would leap with him that Inſtant for 
hat he pleas d. Upon which the Traveller fate down 
huietly, and had no more to ſay for himſelf. 

D APPLICATION. 

It is very weak in all Men, as well thoſe who have 
Stravel'd, as thoſe who have not, to be ſollicitous with 
their Company to bel'eve them, when they are relating a 
Matter of Fact, in which themſelves were a Party con- 
cern'd. For the more urgent a Man appears at ſuch a time 
ia order to gain Credit, the more his Audience is apt to 
ſuſpect the Truth of what he relates. They perceive his 
Vanity is touch'd, more than his Honour, and that it is 
his Ability, not his Veracity, which he cannot bear to 
have queſtion'd. And indeed, tho' a Man were ever ſo 
fully ſatisfied of ſuch a Truth himſelf, he ſhould conſi- 
der, that he is till as far from being able to convince o- 
chers, as if he were altogether ignorant of it. There- 
ore, in all Caſes, where proper Vouchers are expected, 
we had better be contented to keep our Exploits to our 
4 —_ than appear ridiculous by contending to haye them 

believed. 

How much more then ſhould travel'd Gentlemen have 
a care how they import Lies and Inventions of their own 
rom foreign Parts, and attempt to vend them at home 
for ſtaple Truths. Every time they utter a Falſhood, 
they are liable not only to be ſuſpected by the Company 
in general, but to be detected and expos d by ſome parti - 
cular Perſon, who may have been at the ſame Place and, 
perhaps, know how to convict them of their Forgery, 
even to a Demonſtration, FAB, 
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FA B. LXXV. The Brother and Sil 2A 
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Certain Man had two Children, a Son and a Dang. 
ter. The Boy was the moſt beautiful charm ng 

little Angel, that ever was ſeen; but the Girl, a poor hone. 
ly Creature enough, They were both very young, an 
happen'd, one Day, to be playing near the Looking: ga 
which ſtood upon their Mother's Toilet; the Boy, pleas 
with the Novelty of the Thing, view'd himſelf for fone 
time, and, in a wanton roguiſh manner, took Notice to 
the Girl, how handſom he was. She reſented it, and 
could not bear the inſolent Way in which he did it; for 
ſne underſtood it (as how could the do otheryiſe ) intenc- 
ed for a direct Affront to her. Therefore ſhe ran imme- WR 
diately to her Father, and with a great deal of Mice . 
and Aggravation complain'd of her Brother; particahrp, a. 
for having acted ſo effeminate a Part, as to look in a Gf, We 
and meddle with Things which belong'd to Women or.y: 


Ss a 
and with which he, as being of the other Sex, had nothing t 
to do. The Father taking them both in his Arms, and WY t 
embracing them with much Tenderneſs and Affection, WW « 
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Ja them, that he ſhould like to have them both look in 
e Glaſs every Day. To the intent that you, ſays he 
W the Boy, if you think that Face of yours handſome, 
Wy not diſgrace and ſpoil it by an ugly Temper and a 

dal Behaviour. You, ſays he, ſpeaking to the Girl, that 
Jou may make up for the Defects of your Perſon, if there 
any, by the Sweetneſs of your Manners, and the A- 
ecableneſs of your Converſation. 


Te APPLICATION. | 
There is ſcarce any thing we ſte in the World, eſpe- 
Fly what belongs to, and hangs about our own Perſon, 
Dot is capable of affording us Matter for ſome ſerious 
nd uſcful Conſideration. And this Fable, notwithſtand- 


ee the Scene of it is Jaid at the very Beginning and Ei- 


France of Life, yet utters a Doctrine worthy the Atten- 
ion of every Stage and Degree thereof, from the Child 
o the old Man; Let each of us take a Glaſs and view 
Wimſelf conſiderately: He that is vain and ſelf-conceited 
Will 5nd Beauties in every Feature, and his whole Shape 
ill be without Fault. Let it be ſo; yet, if he would 
Wc complete. he muſt take core that the inward Man 


5 Wocs not detract from, and diſgrace the outward; that 
he Deprayity of his Manners does not ſpoil his Face, 


Wor the Wrongneſs of his Behaviour diſtort his Limbs, or, 
which is the fame Thing, make his whole Perſon odious 


and defeſtable to the Eye of his Beholders. Is any one 


WF modeſt in this reſpect, and diffident of himſelf, or has 


| Ihe indeed Blemifhes and Ila perfections which may de- 
preciate him in the Sight of Mankind? Let him ſtrive 


to improve the Faculties of the Mind, where perhaps Na- 


ture has not crampt him; and to excell in the Beauties of 
good Temper and an agreeable Converſation, the Charms 


of which are ſo much more laſting and unalterably en- 


4 dearing than thoſe of the other fort, They who arc beau- 


F 'itul in Perſon, have this peculiar Advantage, that, with 


moderate Regard ro Comphiſance and good Manners, 
bey beſpeak every one's good Opinion in their Favour, 


But then, be the Outſide of a Man ever ſo rough and un- 
couth, it his acquu'd Accompliſhments are but ſweer 
aud 
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and engaging. how eaſily do we overlook the rn 
value him, like an oriental Jewel, not by a glittering c, 4 
fide, which is common to baſer Stones, but by hi. 
intrinhc Worth, his bright Imagination, his cle; al 
_ and the tranſparent Sincerity of his hg 

cart, 
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FA B. LXXVI. The Collier and the Fulle 
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HE Collier and the Fuller, being old Acquainze. une 
happen d upon a time to meet together; and the E th. 

ter, being but ill provided of a Habitation, was invited 5 ert 
the former to come and live in the ſame Houſe with tin in; 


J thank you, my dear Friend, replies the Fuller, for cu cd 
kind Offer; but it cannot be: for if I were to dwel wu] r 
you, whatever I ſhould take pains to ſcour and me tu 
clean in the Morning, the Duſt of you and your C 6 
would blacken and defile, as bad as ever, before Night, 


TT LTICIAiTTYCY. 
It is of no ſmall Importance in Life, to be caurlo! 
what Company we kecp, and with whom we * into 
riencs 
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reſt „ : . pa 
no 0 cndſhips. For tho we are ever ſo well diſpos'd our 
es, and happen to be ever ſo free from Vice and De- 
car ll chery, yet if thoſe, with whom we frequently con- 
0 rſe, are engag'd in a lewd wicked Courſe, it will be 


oft impoſſible for us to eſcape being drawn in with 
em. Human Nature has a Tendency to run it ſelt into 
Woſe Extremes which right Reaſon teaches us to avoid; 
hen therefore the Example, and, perhaps, Sollicitation 
an agreeable Friend join their Forces with it, bow 
ficult will it be to reſiſt the Temptation! 
If we are truly wiſe, and would ſhun thoſe Siren 
ocks of Pleaſure, upon which ſo many have ſplit before 
, we ſhould forbid our ſelves all manner of Commerce 
d Correſpondence with thoſe, who are ſteering a 
TW ourſe, which Reaſon tells us is not only not for our 
dvantage, but would end in our Deſtruction. 
All the Virtue we can boaſt of will not be ſufficient 
> inſure us, if we embark in ſich Company; For, 
ho' our Philoſophy were ſuch, as we could preſerve our 


ong with ours in ſo intricate a Fold, that the World 
would not take the Trouble to urravel and ſeparate them. 


Feople were ſo fimple as to retuſe it for want of proper 
FCredentials, it wou'd ceaſe to be Scandal; and perhaps re- 


Went the Aﬀeront ſo highly, as never to come near them 
more: which would be too great a Diſappointment, for 
the faireſt Part of the terreſtrial Globe. Beſid s, the 
hing is impoſſible; Repurations are ot a ſubtle nſinuat- 
Wing Texture, like Water; that which 1s deriv'“ from the 
WF cleareſt Spring, if it chances to mix wich a foul Current, 
runs on uidiftinguiſh'd in one muddy Stre.m tor the fu- 
ture, and muſt for ever partake of the Colour and Cons 
dition of its Aſſociate, 


FAB, 


lves from being tainted and infected with their Man- 
Pers, yet their 11] Name would twiſt and entwine it ſelf 


Scandal comes too welcome to be queſtion'd; and if 
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FAB. LXXVII. 
The Fox and the Vizor-Mask. 
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Fox, being in a Shop, where Vizor-Masks wer 
ſold, laid his Foot upon one of them, and conſid: 
ing it a while attentively, at laſt broke out into this x. 
clamation; Bleſs me! fays he, what a handſome goody 
Figure this makes; what pity it is that it ſhould wa 
Brains! | 
The APPLICATION. 

This is levell'd at that numerous part of Mankind, to 
whom Fortune has been ſo liberal, as to bleſs them with 
almoſt every thing, but common Senſe. In ſhort, the 
whole World is a Maſquerade; and a Man of a toler:b* 
Talent for Obſervation, may entertain himſelf as well in 
the mixt Aſſemblies he meets with at the Coffce- houſ, 
the Church, the Play-houſe, the Court of Requeſts, or 
any other Court, as at the moſt magnificent expenſive gil 
that ever was prepar'd at the Theatre in the Haymarket, 

Obſerve thoſe two pretty young Fellows which trip 4 
long the Mall together; did you ever ſee Hats better 
cock'd;or Wigs more agreeably tancied? What a * 

iffulc 
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es it ſelf thro? every part of their Dreſs! and how 
bly they (mile, and bow to all their Acquaintance ! 
alas, my dear Friend. there is not an Out ce of Brain 
ween them both; they never knew what it was to 
uk; and the happy Compoſition which utters ſuch 
;,mony to your Eye. was invented and pertorm'd by 
Job of Artizans, That Peach-bloſſ m Stockin, with 
> Golien-clock, which you take to be fo pretty a 
ou t, owes its Birth toa Weaver at t'other End of 
> Town, and treceiv'd the finiſhing Stroke from an EM- 
erer, he lives at this. That {mart fair Peruke, 
Eh exprelſe ſach an elegant! Gajety, mixt with an 
of Cap ci for Buſineſs, is only a Copy from ore 
my Lord Spickandſpand*s : And ſo, of every other Par: 
che Furn ture which conſtitutes the Frame of thoſe 

wo pretty Perſons of Men. And yet you fee all of them; 

u {ce them whole at once, If a Section were to be 

ade of hem, you would find their Inſide as empty as 
hat of e molten Image. Jack Rowley, with the Aſſiſtance 
W che fore- ſaid Artizans, would make as good a Man as 
ther of the two: let them but contribute the Dreſs, and 
d give a ſufficient Motion. O! that he could but as 
W (ily put into them, that Variety of uſeful Ideas, which 


Wis f1mous Machine is capable of giving to thoſe who 
onyerſe with it, 
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FAB. LXXVIII. The two Frog, 
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'S hh E hot ſultry Summer, the Lakes and Ponds bein 

almoſt every where dried up, a couple of Frog: 1 
greed to travel together in ſearch of Water. At laſt the 
came to a deep Well, and ſitting upon the Brink of |; 
began to conſult whether they ſhould leap in or no. Or: 
of them was for it; urging that there was Plenty ofcis 
Spring Water, and no Danger of their being diſtute 
Well, ſays the other, all this may be true, and yet I cu! 
come into your Opinion for my Lite: For, if the Wit 
ſhould happen to dry up here too, for God's fake how 
ſhould we get out again ? 


Te APPLICATEDO NN. 


The Moral of this Fable is intended to put us in Mind 
to look before we leap. That we ſhould not undertake 20 
Action of Importance without confidering firſt vyhat tht 
Event of it is like to prove, and how we ſhal! be able to 
come off, upon ſuch and ſuch Proviſos. A good Genen 
does not think he diminiſhes any thing of his Character, 


when he looks forward beyond the main Action, and con. 
certs 
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« Mcaſores, in caſe there ſhould be Occaſion, for a 
ifome and a ſafe Retreat. 
low many unfortunate Matches are ſtruck up ever 
for want of this wholſome Confideration ? Profuſe 
ing, and extravagant Gaming, both which terminate 
he Ruin of thoſe that follow them, are moſtly owing 
Neglect of this Precaution. Wicked Counſellors 
iſe, and ignorant Princes execute thoſe Things which 
Wr wards they often dearly repent, Wars are begun, by 
blind Stupidity, from which a State is not able to ex- 
ate it ſelf with either Honour or Safety: and Projects 
encourag d by the raſh Acceſſion of thoſe, who never 
ſider d how they were to get out, till they had plung d 
@miſclves irrecoverably into them. 
O South Sea! what an Example haſt thou afforded of 
t cereftable Temerity of which I am ſpeaking! Was 
ant of Forecaſt in thy Projectors, or of clear Sight 
J thy numerous Votaries, which involv'd the latter in 
h incxtricable Difficulties? Happy, the Former! it 
y eſcape thoſe ſevere Conſequences which generally 
end the Men, who owe their Greatneſs to their Country's 
in, 


, A f if l/ — 4 — 
71 \ 
- N k 
779 
8 xy 


CG 
o . * 
— 2 
J / 2 0 — 
7 . 1 C 
Go -w» : Sa = 
N | 
- W * a, 
. A 
Nv 


2 
144 A£$0Ps FABLES. 


| | _Sﬀ un: 
FAB. LXXIX. The Covetous Vin Wer: 
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Poor covetous Wretch, who had ſcrap'd together: | Ol 
good Parcel of Mony, went and dug a Hole in = 
of his Fields and hid it. The great Pleaſure of hs U ot 
was to go and look upon this Treaſure, once a Day F ; 
keaſt ; which one of his Servants obſerving, and guellig | * 
there was ſomething more than ordinary in the Place, can: Nau 
at Night, found it, and carried it off, The next day, W Wil: | 
turning as uſual to the Scene of his Delight, and perceir- ck 
ing it had been raviſh'd away from him, he tore his Hr e 
for Grief, and utter'd the doleful Complaints of his De. d 
ſpair to the Woods and Meatows. At laſt, a Neiyhbour af 


his, who knew his Temper, overhearing him, and being 
inform'd of the Occaſion of his Sorrow, Cheer up Man 
ſays he; thou haſt loſt nothing: There's the Hole tor Thx 
to go and peep at ſtill; and if thou canſt but fancy the 


Mony there, it will do juſt as well. 


Te APPLICATION. 


Of all the Appetites to which humane Nature is {ub 


ject, none is ſo ſtrong, ſo laſting, and, at the fame tine 
| 


T 
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unaccountable as that of Avarice. Our other Deſi es 
nerally cool an4 grow flick at the Approach of old 


. ge; but this flouriſhes under gray Hairs, and triumphs 
IJ nid Impotence and Infirmity. All our other Longings, 
/ ee ſomething or other to be ſaid in Excuſe for them, 
b, chem be at what time of Life ſoever. But it is 


ese, why 2 Man ſhould be paſſionately fond ot Meny 
| ay for the fake of gazing upon it. 
| 4 ” 


| it quid valeat Nummus, quem prebeat uſum. 
| Wi: Treaſure is as uſelcſs to him as a heap of Oyſter-ſhells; 


9 N pmething above Reaſon, and therefore truly incompre- 
| 


r tho! he knows how many ſubſtantial Pleaſures it is a- 


7 e to procure, yet he dares not touch it; and is as deſti- 
eo Mony to all Intents and Purpoſes, as the Man 
bois not worth a Groat. | 

, This is the true State of a covetous Perſon. But when 


e have ſaid all, fince Pleaſure according to a Man's own 
culiac Taſte, is the grand Aim of Lite, if there ariſes 
Delight to ſome particular People from the bare Poſſeſſi- 
of Riches, tho* they do not, nor ever intend to make 


Wd think it very ſtrange, but cannot abſolutely condemn 
e Men who thus cloſely purſue what they eſteem the 
cat! Happineſs. 
l think there is no one but muſt allow them ſuch an 
dulgence, were it but compatible with Innocence, 
t here ariſes the Miſchief, a truly covetous Man will 
ck at nothing to attain his Ends; and when once Ava- 
e takes the Field, Honeſty, Charity, Humanity, and, 


be brief, every Virtue, which oppoſes it, is ſure to be 
t to the Rout, | | 8 


8 
OS 


ſe of them, we may be puzzled how to account for it, 
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F A B. LXXX. 
The Eagle, the Cat, and the Sow, 
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HERE was a great, old, overgrown Oak, upon th 

Top of which an Eagle had built her Nett ; a wi; 
Cat inhabited a Hole in the middle; and, in the heloy 
Part at Bottom, was a Sow with a whole Litter of Pin 
A happy Neighbourhood; and might long have continu 
ſo, had it not been for the wicked Inſinuations of &: 
curſed malicious Cat. For, firſt of all, up ſhe crept 1 
the Eagle; and, Lord! Neighbour, fays ſhe, we ſtall be: 
undone here: that deviliſh Sow yonder does nothing br 
lie routing at the Foot of the Tree; o'my Conſcience (i: 
intends to grup it up, that ſhe may the more eaſily core Þþ 
at our young Ones, But, for my Part, Tl! take<care c 
my own Concerns; you may do as you pleaſe; but 1: 
watch her Motions, tho' I ſtay at home this Mont! tr 
ir. When ſhe had faid this, which, to be fure, put“: 
Eagle into 2 horrid Tweague, down ſhe went and ma! 
Vit to the Sow at the Bottom: and, putting on 3 .. 


rowful Face, I hope, ſays ſhe, you don't intend to gp q 


% 
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oad to-day. Why not? ſays the Sow, Nay, replies 
other, you may do as you pleaſe, but I overheard the 
zple tell her young Ones, that ſhe would treat them with 
sg the firſt time ſhe ſaw you go our; nay, and Iam 
t {ure but ſhe may take up with a Kitten in the mean 
me; ſo,” your Servant, Mrs. Sow; you'll excuſe me, I 
uſt go and take care of the little Folks at home. Away 
went accordingly ; and by contriving to ſteal out ſoft- 
Nights for her Prey, and to ſtand watching and peep- 
Wo all Day at her Hole, as under great Concern, ſhe made 
Ich an Impreſſion upon the Eagle and the Sow, that 
tber of them dar'd venture abroad for fear of the o- 
er. The Conſequence of which was, that themſelves 
ad their young Ones, in a little time, were all ſtarv'd, 
d made Prize of, by the treacherous Cat and her 
ttens. 


1 


Deere. 


& This ſhewvs us the ill Conſequence which may attend 
giving Ear to a goſſiping double-tongu'd Neighbour. 

ze Miſchiefs occaſion'd by ſuch a Credulity are innu- 
erable; and too notorious not to be oblery'd every 
Where. Many ſociable, well-diſpos'd Families, have been 


her, by one of theſe wicked Go-betweens. So that, 
hoever would thoroughly acquit himſelf of the Impy- 
ion of being a bad Neighbour, ſhould guard himſelf 
ib 3pairft receiving ill Impreſſions by hear-ſay, and ut- 
| Wing his Opinion of others to thoſe inquifitive Buſy- 
Wdics, who, in caſe of Scandal, can magnity a Gnat ro 


Wc 2c of a Camel, and ſyyell a Mohebill up to a Monn» 
D. 


eg VI; 
7; 58 
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wn up into a perpetual Diſcord and Averſion to each 
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FAB. LXXXI, The Goat and the Lian 
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HE Lion ſeeing the Goat upon a ſteep crappy Roß 
where he could not come at him, asked hum, wi 
d-!ight he couid take to skip from one Precipice to 10 
ther, all Day, and venture the breaking of his Neck on 
Moment; I wonder, fays he, you won't come down, 
feed on the Plain here, where there is ſuch Plenty of ga 
Graſs, and fine ſweet Herbs. Why, replies the Gox,! 
can't but fay your Opinion is right, but you look torr 
hungry and detigning, that, to tell you the Truth, 1c: 
care to venture my Perſon where you are. 


Te APPLICA TTIDN 
Advice, tho' gnod in it (elf, is not to be us, went 
is piven by 2 micking ſelt-intereſted Man. Pai KR , 
ſhould take upon our ſelves, not only a very gte en 
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unnecellay Trouble, it we were to ſuſpect every Wb - 
who goes to aqdviſe us; But this however 1s nec? 1 
that, when we have Reaſon to queſtion any onen lor = 
of Mon fty ard Juſtice, we not only confer _ 
hefore we lüfter Our {clves ro be Periuae Co 1 un 


him, but even reſolve to have nothing to do iu , ef 


3» \ 
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. where ſuch treacherous ſlippery Sparks are conceru'd, 
we cin avoid it without much Inconvonience, 


| FAB. LXXXII. 7he J.ion and the Frog. 
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HE, Lion, hearing an cad kind of a hi 9w Voice, 
and ſeeing no body, ſtarted up; I hſten'd again and 
percciving the Voice to continue, even tiembaed and quak'd 
or Fear. At laſt, ſeeing a Frog crawl out of the Lake, 
nd finding that the Noiſe he had heard, was nothing but 
Sthe croaking of that little Creature; he went up to ir, 
and partly out of Anger, partly Contempt, {purn'd it to 
8 Picccs with his Feet, 
Te A F-FLI1I CAT 1:0 N* 

This Fable is a pretty Image of the vain Fears and 
empty Terrors, with which our weak miſpuided Mature 
is ſo apt to be alarm'd and diſtrafted, If we hear but e- 
ver ſo little Noiſe, which we are not able to account for 
Immediately, nay often before we pive our ſelves time to 

| conſider about it, ve are ſtruck viith Fezr, and labour 
under a moſt unmanly unreaſonable Trepidation, More 
eſpecial.y, if the Alarm happens, when we are alone 2nd 
H 3 1 
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in the Dark. Theſe Notions are ingrafted in our Mir 
very early; we ſuck them in with our Nurſe's Milk - 21 
therefore it is the more difficult, when we are gromng 
and aſham'd of them, to root them out of our Nau 
But, in order to it, it is well worth our while | 
obſerve, that the moſt learned, the moſt ingenious, 2 
candid Writers in all Ages, have ridicuP'd and exploded}, 
Belief of theſe terrible airy Beings; and that Goblin 
Dæmons, Spectres, Witches, Spirits, Apparitions, Fairig 
Ghoſts, &c. were invented by Knaves to fright Fay 
with. Where-eyer Superſtition and Prieſteraft fourig, 
theſe imaginary Beings ſwarm; and decreaſe in porpo 
tion as the other two are diſcountenanced : in{omuc, 
that at preſent, there are much fewer of them inhabit 
the Iſle of Great Britain, than has been known, perhaps 
firce the Time that the Dreids Alouriſh'd here. Flora 
calls them, faiule Manes; and Ovid, in the Perſon of ty 
th agoras, addreſſing hi tſelf to Mankind, ſays 


* 


Ovid Styga quid tenebras, quid nomina wana timei, 
Materiem vatum ? 


Fear is a natural Paſſion; at d its Uſe is, to put us ups 
our Guard ageinſt Danger, by alarming the Spirits. Now 
. all Paſſions ſhould be kept in a ſtare of Subjection; fi 
tho they are good, uſeful Servants, yet, if once they pr 
a- head, they prove the moſt domineering Tyrants img. 
nable: nor do any of them treat us in ſo flzy:ſh and i 
ject a Manner as that of Fear. It unnerves and enfect|:s 
our Limbs, precipitztes or fetters our Unde ſtanding; 
and, at the ſame time that it repreſents a Danger neat « 
hand, diſarms and makes vs incapable” of defending out 
ſelves againſt it. This is the caſe even in reſpect of rel 
Dangers, ſuch as Fire, Thieves, or violent Enemies; and, 
even in this caſe, a Man of either Senſe or Honour would 
be aſham'd to be detected of ſuch a Weakneſs. But when 
the cauſe of our Ahrm is groundleſs, and ſubſiſts no 
where but in our own childiſh Imagination, we ſhout } 
not only take care how we expoſe our ſelves upon that 
Account, but reſolyve to man our Underſtanding with | 


Reaſon Þ 


KSO PW FABLES 17 


eaſori and Fortitude enough to maintain it againſt the 
tracks of every little imaginary Phantom. 
Thoſe who have thoroughly reaſon'd the Point, may 
Net retain ſomething of the old Woman in their Minds, 
bich having taken root too deep to be entirely pluck'd 
Su, may ſometimes ſurprize them in an unguarded Mo- 
ent, and make them ſtart like the Lion in the Fable; 
it then they preſently recollect themſelves, and, as he 
id, treat the Object of their Deluſion with the utmoſt 
corn and Contempt. 


FAB LXXXIII. 
The Fir- tree and the Bramblc. 
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A Tall ſtrait Fir-tree, that ſtood towering up in the 
midſt of the Foreſt, was ſo proud of his Dignity 
end high Station, that he over-look'd the little Shrubs 
which grew beneath him; or, if he did condeſcend to caſt 
a Look at them, it was with ſuch an air of Diſdfin, as 
F ſufficiently demonſtrated his inſolent Arrogance. A Bram- 


ble being one of the inferior Throng, could by no means 
S brook this haughty Carriage, and therefore took him to 
Wtask, and delir'd to know what he mean't by it. Mean, 
| H 4 ' Jays 
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ſays the Fir-tree, why I look upon my {elf as the g 
Tree for Beauty and Rank of any in the Foreſt: My h. 
ring Top ſhoots up into the Clouds, and my Branches ©; 
play themſelves with a perpetual Beauty and Verde, 
while you, like a Company of poor Scrubs, lie groyeliry] 
upon the Ground, liable to be cruſh'd by every Foot tel 
comes near ye, and impoveriſh'd by the luxurious Dripjirg j 
which fall from my Leaves. All this may be true, . 
plied the Bramble; But when the Woodman has m;/{| 


you out for public Uſe, and the ſounding Ax comes tox 


applied to your Root, I am miſtaken if you would nat h 
glad to change Conditions with the very worlt ot us. 


i”. AFPLICATTON:; 


If the Great were to reckon upon the Miſchie's » 
which they are expos'd, and poor private Men conſdg 
the Dangers which they many times eſcape purely by be 
ing fo, not u ih ſt indirg the ſeeming Difference there ; 
pears to be between them, it would be no ſuch eaſy M. 
ter, as moſt People think it, to det ermin which Cons. 
tion is the more preferabl-, A reaſonable Man would de 
clare in F:your of the latter. withou the leaſt heſmation, 
as knowing upon what a ſteady aad ſafe Secutity it ü 
eſtatliſh'.\, For, as Horace ſays, 


Sepius wentis agitatur ingens 

Pmus ; (& celſe graviore caſu 

Deciduit tur es; feriuntque ſummos 
Fulmina monies. 


The higher a Man is exalted, the fairer Mark he give, 
and the more unlikely he is to eſcape a Storm. 

What little Foundation therefore has the greateſt Fi 
vorite of Fortune to behave himſelt with Inſolence to 
thoſe below bim; whoſe Circumſtances, tho? he is fo 
elated with Pride as to deſpiſe them, are, ia the Eye 0! 
every prudent Man, more eligible than his own, and uct 
as he himſelf, when the day of Account comes, wil 
wiſh he had never exceeded. For, as the Riches whici 


thele overgrown great Ones call the Goods of 2 
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ſeddom any other than the Goods of the Publ e, which 
ey have impudently and feloniouſly taken, ſo public 
dice generally overtakes them in the End; and. what- 
er their Life may have been, their Death is as 1gno- 
inous and unpitied, as that of the meaneſt and moſt 
pſcure Thief. 


4B. LXXXIV. The Bull and the Goat. 
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HE Bull being purſu'd by the Lion, made towards a 
Cave in which he deſign'd to take, Sanctuary; but 
F:5 0ppos'd juſt at the Entrance by a Goat, who had got 
pſſeſſion before him, and threatning a kind of Defiance 
ich his Horns, ſcenvd reſolv'd to diſpute the Paſs with 
Wn. The Bull, who thought he had no time to loſe in a 
nteſt of this Nature, immediately made off again; but 
Id the Goat, that it was not for Fear of him-or his De- 
nces; For, ſays he, if the Lion were not ſo near, I 
ould ſoon make you know the Difference between a Bull 
da Goat. 
Mn ATEETECATITON: 


lt is very inhuman to deny Succour and Comfort to 


ople in Tribulation; but to inſult them, and add to the 
K weight 
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weight of their Misfortunes, is ſomething ſuperlative) 
brur1ſh ard cruel, 


Qticn, and defer the Execution of their evil Inclinaztion; 


till they can do it to the beſt Advantage. If any one. 


bours under an expenſive Law-ſuit, leſt he ſhould eſcyy 


from that, one of theſe Gentlemen will take care ton. 


reſt him in a ſecond Action; hoping atleaſt to keep him 
Bay, while the more powerful Adverſary attacks him c 
the other f de. One can't conſider this Temper without 
obſerving ſomething remarkably cowardly in it; forthel 
whiffling Antagoniſts never begin their Encounter, ti 
they are ſure the Perſon they aim at is alrcady oe. 


match d. 
FAB. LXXXV. 
_ . The Fowler and the Blackbird 


— 
1 * * nnr CO „„er „„ SS „ 6% . 3 
. " urs $4415 444+ $4 . 22883 50- 24 22 235877 * ” 
* * 


on 


- 
. 
— 2 


— 
—_— 


10 . 
OO FE TIE SO 444d een rtf 


—— 


- —_ 
—UU— — — — 
= * 


„ — 
_ 
ww» _ 
1.4 2 —_— — ——— 


TILED 


Fowler was placing his Nets, and putting his Tack: 

in order, by the tide of a Copſe; when a Blackbird 

who ſaw him, had the Curioſity to enquire what he wi 
doing. Says he, I am building a City, for you Bircs 
We 


iy 
* 


1 


There is, however, in the Word 


{ot of Wretches of this naſty vile Temper, that wait fit 
an Opportunity of aggravating their Neighbour's Aft. 


Te. 7 
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Noe in, and providing it with Meat and all manner of 
Wonveniences for you. Having faid this he departed and 
Wi; himſelf; and the Blackbird, believing his Words, came 
Wo the Nets, and was taken, But when the Man came 
y to take hold of him, If this, ſays he, be your Faith and 


Jou will have but few Inhabitants. . 


Te APPLICATLTOLN. 
Merhinks this Fowler acted a Part very like that which 
Jome Kings and Rulers of the People do; when they tell 
Them, that the Projects, which they have contriv'd with 
© ſeparate View and for their own private Intereſts, are 
nid for the Benefit of all that will come into them. And 


hem at the long Run. 
We exclaim againſt it, as ſomething very baſe and diſ- 
Poneſt, when thoſe of a different Nation, and even our 
Enemies, break the Faith which they have publicly 
Pighted, and trick us out of our Properties. But what 
muſt we call it, when Governors themſelves circumvent 
heir own People, and, contrary to the Terms upon which 
hey are admitted to govern, contrive Traps and Gins to 
Fatch and inſnare them in? Such Governors may ſucceed 
In their Plot the firſt Time ; but muſt not be ſurpriz'd if 
hoſe who have once eſcap'd their Clutches, never have 
Ppiniop enough of them to truſt them for the future. 


/ 
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Woneſty, and theſe the Cities you build, I am of Opinion 
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2 © ** upon a time the Gods had a mind to adopt, each 

a particular Tree, into their Patronage and Tuition, 
Jupiter choſe the Oak; Venus was pleas'd to name the 
Myrtle; Apollo pitch'd upon the Laurel; Cybele took the 
Pine, and Hercules the Poplar. Pallas, being preſent, ei- 
preſs d her Admiration, at their Fancy in making Choice 
of Trees that bore nothing. O, ſays Jupiter, the Reaſon 
of that is plain enough, for we would not be thought to 
diſpenſe our Favours, with any mercenary View, You 
may do as you pleaſe, ſays ſhe, but let the Olive be my 
Tree; and 1 declare that my Reaſon for chuſing it is, he. 
cauſe it bears Plenty of noble uſeful Fruit. Upon which, 
the Father of the Gods, and Author of Mankind, put- 
ting on a ſerious compos'd Gravity, ſpoke thus to tit 
Goddeſs; Indeed Daughter, it is not without Juſtice tht 
you are ſo celebrated for your Wiſdom : For unleſs fame 
Benefit attends our Actions, to perform them only for tit 
fake of Glory, is but a lilly Buſineſs. 


Tit 


FAB. LXXXVI. Jupiter and Pals. | 


1 1 


E 


8 * G 


Tb 
ſome 
under 
Glor) 
Jemple 
E The 
Good 


& 
2 Pal 


Princ 
of ou 


= ſhew! 
ö 
neſs « 


make 


W takin; 


| of 2 
make 
tl 
upon 
pears 
their 


2 hithe! 
in alo 
have 


are n 


| ever | 


: 


| cler ſo ſtrc ng on the other ſide. 
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wu. APPLICATION. 


This Fable is to put us in mind, that we ſhould intend 
ſomething uſeful and beneficial in all our Actions. To 


uncdertake Things with no other View but that of empty 
| 


Glory, whatever ſome curious Dreamers may fancy, is 
employing our time after a very idle fooliſh Manner, 
[The Almighty created the World, out of his infinite 


7 Goodneſs, for the good of his Creatures, and not out of 


a Paſſion for Glory ;: which is a vain, filly, mean 
Principle. And when we talk of glorify ing the Author 


of our Being, if we think reaſonably, we muſt mean 


8 ſhewing our Gratitude to him, by imitating this Good- 


© neſs ot his, as far as we are able, and endeavouring to 
make ſome Good or other the Aim of all our Under- 
takings. For if empty Glory be unworthy the Purſuit 


of a wiſe Man, how vaſtly improper muſt it be to 
make an Offering of it to an all-wiſe Deity. 

| | think the Ladies have ſomething to value themſelves 
upon in this Fable; where the Attribute of Wiſdom ap- 
pears by a public Act of Settlement, to be inveited in 

their Sex. I have not inſpected their Behaviour enough 


hitherto, to atteſt that they follow the Example of Pallas 
in always doing things rather for Profit than Vanity; But I 


have oh ſerv'd that, in the Choices they make, they never 
fail of having the greateſt regard to thoſe Tr.ings which 
Fare moſt likely to be fruirful, let the Call ef Glory be 
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FAB. LAXXVII. 
The Fox and the Bramble. 
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Fox, hard preſs'd by the Dogs, was getting over 

Hedge; but tore his Foot upon a Bramble whit 
grew juft in the midſt of it : upon which he reproach'l 
the Bramble for his inhoſpitable Cruelty, in uſing 1 
Stranger, who had fled to him for Protection, after ſu 
a barbarous Manner. Yes, ſays the Bramble, you intend 
to have made me ſerve your turn, I know; but take th 
piece of Advice with you for the future, Never lay ll 
of a Bramble again, as you tender your ſweet Perion ; for 
laying hold, is a Privilege that belongs to us Bram, 
and we don't care to let i it go out of the Family, 


To APELICATEON, 

_ Impertinent People, who are moſt apt to take L. 
ties with others, are generally the moſt ſurpriz's, it they 
are retorted upon, with any Severity; tho? they, of 4 
People, have the leaſt reaſon to expect Quarter, It canrc: 
but be pleaſant to indifferent Spectators, when they 5 
one uf this Fraternity meet with his Match, and beats 
his own Weapons, Ile that is known to be an il! i 

my 


erhap! 


AB. 


A Certain Houſe was much intcited with Mice; but at 
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Pay be hurt unpitied ; his Misfortunes are conferr'd up- 
In him to the Satisfaction of him that occaſions them; 
Ind we don't look upon him as an Object of Pity, but an 
xample of Juſtice, ' 
This Fable has an Eye to à Moral which has been l- 
exdy drawn from fome others: and adviſes us to be cau- 
Bous whom we lay hold on, or meddle with, in too fa- 
milir a Way: For, thoſe who can lay hold again, and 
erhaps are better qualified for it thau our ſclves, are 
zretully to be avoided, 


| AB. LXXXVIII. The Cat and the Mice, 


Em 


+ ITS. N — 
nnr 

. 6 „ „ „ 0 „„ d „„ 
nn 
err 


inen 16 666 
nn 6% %% % 


2 — — = ls 
EP gone. © ů —-— 
RE * — 


— 
— — 


7 — = 
= 1 N 
. 
- — 
* | 
2 if 10 


- | 75 
1 
" 5 * 
22 1 DD 
— — 2 1 — 5 6 „ „1 
1 1 ar” . 
* 2 * i" X 1 
7 S-- - LES * - By | N 1 1 1 
£ * — WD — 11 " 097% * 441 
1 - * 22 — 1 / 0 61 hene ei 
2 1 1 1111½½%% 44 47. 
. of y $7 n Alt gn HEE Eee ene 277 * 
5 y <2 So o-- . . 
s & „ „ „„ LLC EEETEETTTY. 
ETTILEEEILETS SLES 


11 965571 00 0000 — — — 
199 9 2 U 188 eee e „ „„ „ „ 


| laſt they got a Cat, who catch'd and eat every day 
Wome of them. The Mice finding their Numbers grow 
Fein, conſulted what was beſt to be done for the Preſer- 
vation of the Public, from the Jaws of the devouring Cat. 
bey debated, and came to this Reſolution, That no one 
ö ſrould go down below the upper Shelf; wiſely conſider- 
ing. that, ſince the Cat could not get up thither, as long 
as they continued there, they ſhould be ſafe enough. The 
Cat, obſerving the Mice no longer came down as uſual, 
6 hungry 
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hungry and diſappointed of her Prey, had recourſe to thi 
Stratagein; ſhe hung by her hinder Legs on a Peg which 
ſtuck in the Wall, and made as if ſhe had been dead, ho. 
ping by this Lure to entice the Mice to come down. de 
had not been in this Poſture long, before a cunning 0d 
Mouſe peep'd over the Edge of the Shelf, and ſpoke thus 
Aha, my good Friend! are you there? the Duce take you 
I would not truſt my ſelf with you, tho' your Skin wer 
ſtuffd with Straw. 
| iw APPLICATION. 

Prudent Folks never truſt thoſe a ſecond time, why 
have deceiy'd them once. And indeed we cannot wel! i; 
too cautious in following this Rule; for, upon Ex2mins 
tion, we ſhall find, That moſt of the Misfortunes which 
befal us proceed from our too great Credulity. They thi 
know how to be ſuſpectful, without hurting or expoſing 
themſelves, till Honeſty comes to be more in Fashion 
can never be too ſuſpectful. 


FAB. LXXXEX. 
The Fox and the Country Man. 
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* being hard hunted, and having run a long Chats 


was quite tur'd, 


At laſt he ſpied a Country Felon 
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g a Wood,to whom he applied for Refuge, intreating that 


would give him leave to hide himſelf in his Cottage 
the Dogs were gone by. The Man conſented, and the 
ox went and cover'd himſelf up cloſe in a Corner of the 
wel. Preſently the Hunters came up, and enquir'd of 
2 Man, if he had ſeen the Fox, No, fays he, I haye 
pt ſeen him indeed: But all the while he pointed with 
Finger to the Place where the Fox was hid. Howe- 

the Hunters did not underſtand him, but call'd off their 
p25, and went another Way, Soon after, the Fox, 
teeping out of his Hole, was going to ſneak off; when 

Man, calling after him, ask'd him, if that was his 
Paners, to go away without thanking his Benefactor, to 
Whoſe Fidelity he ow'd his Life. Reynard, who had 
pid all the while, and ſeen what had paſs'd, anſwer'd, 
Know what Obligations I have to you well enough; 
& 1 aſſure you, if your Actions had but been agreeable 
| your Words, I ſhould have endeavour'd, however unca- 
Ne of it, to have return'd you ſuitable Thanks, 


Te APPLICATION. 

incerity is a moſt beautiful Vircue; but there are 
e, whoſe Natures are ſo poor-ſpirited, ard cowardly, 
Wt they are not capable of exerting it. Indeed, unleſs 
lan be ſteady and conſtant in all his Actions, be will 
diy deſerve the Name ot ſiacere. An open Enemy, 
more violent and terrible, is not however ſo odious 
deteſtable as a falſe Friend. To pretend to keep ano- 
r Counſel, and appear in their Intereſt, while under- 
d we are piving Intelligence ro their Enemies, is 
4 I will nor ſay what Sex 
re of, but there are ſome People in the World oy 

Wtrous at this kind of Defamation; and can, whi 
Wy ſeem moſt vchement in the Commendation or 
Wicence of a Friend, throw out a Hint which ſhall ſtab 
ir Reputation deeper, than the moſt malicious Wea- 
WW brandiſh'd at them in a public Manner could have 

n capable of doing. 


In 
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In ſhort, if we would be fincere our ſelves, or et 
our Acquaintance ſhould be ſo, we ſhould cither ort 
oppoſe the Man whole Conduct we don't like, or de a 
tirely ſilent about it. To defire, that he ſhould thingy, 
favour him, and the reſt of the World that we bt; ” 
deteſt him, is an Indication of a ſervile, mean Spi. Tow 
And by the ſame Teſt we may know our true Fries them 
and who are proper Objects of our Eſteem. For he, h 
to our Face, gives Aſſurances of his Attachment and 
delity to our Intereſt, and gives us up to the Con 
or Calumny of the World behind our Back, is Woe. 
thy of a Place in our Friendſhip, than he that robs upy 
the Highway. 


ab ſentem qui rodit amicum; 

Out non defendit alio culpaute; ſolutos 

Di captat riſus hominum famamque dicacis; 
Fingere qui non viſa poteſt; commiſſa tatere 

Dui nequit; hic niger eſt, hunc tu Romane cave, 
Hor. Sat 4. Lb. 


FAB. XC. A Man bit by a = 


7 N. 
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Men who had been ſadly torn by a 3 Was adh b 
rol 


by ſome old Woman, as a Cure, to dip a Pi 
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ad in the Wound and give it the Cur that bit him. 
dd ſo; and Z/op happening to paſs by juſt at the 
e time, ask'd him, what he meant by it? The Man 
orm d him: Why then, ſays Z/op, do it as privately as 
can, I beſeech you ; for, if the reſt of the Dogs of 
Town were to ſee you, we ſhould be all eat up alive 
them, 


Te APPLICATION. 


Nothing contributes fo much to the increaſe of 
douery, as when the Undertakings of a Rogue are at- 
ded with Succeſs, If it were not for fear of Funiſh- 
nt, a great Part of Mankind, who now make a ſln't 
keep themſelves honeſt, would appear great Villains; 
tif Criminals, inſtead of meeting with Puniſhments, 
re, by having been ſuch, to attain Honour ard Pre fer- 
nt, our natural Inclination to Miſchief would be im- 
dy'd, and we ſhould be wicked out of Emulation. 
+ bcplorable are thoſe Times, when Vice and Corrup- 
dere propagated by Example, from Men in eminent 
ions: when a Man muſt be a Raſcal, to deſerve 2 
urt Favour, and run thro' a Courſe of Villany before 
9 Jan be great. Yet, that ſuch Times have been, u- 


1 


al las left recorded in theſe Lines 


Hude aliquid brevibus Gyaris & carcere dignum, 
vis eſſe aliquis. Probitas laudatur,  alget. 


W that matter, it is a common thing now-a-days to 
Honeßy commended: Bur I hope that is not an in- 
ble Rule of its being out of Faſhion, 
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FAB. XCI. Fortune and the Boy. 
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A Boy was {leeping by the fide of a Well. Forur 
faw him, and came and wak'd him: ſaying, Prey 


good Child, don't lie ſleeping here; for if you ſhoul 


fall in, no body would impute it to you, but lay att 
Blame upon me, Fortune. 


Tn APPLICATION. 
Poor Fortune has a great deal thrown upon her inde 
J wonder ſhe takes it ſo patiently as ſhe does, Thoſe d 
our Actions which are attended with Succeſs, tho! of 
owing to ſome Accident or other, we aſcribe. witho! 


any Scruple, to ſome particular Merit or good Quality, ni | bring 
tho 

Ito ba 
Ford | 
Jive, 


10¹ 1 


our ſelves; but when any of our Doings miſcarry, thou! 
probably through our own Inſufficiency or Neglect. 
the ill Conſequence is imputed to Fortune, and we ach 
our ſelves of having contributed any thing towards f. 
They that loſe their Eſtates at Play, indeed ſeem to h 
a tolerable Claim to this Excuſe; and accordingly fcl:0! 
fail to load their ill Luck with Curſes and Imprecation 
But, conſidering how many Sharpers make a Trace" 
gaming, and have no other Livelihood but what they p- 
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t of the Pockets of thoſe with whom they play, be 
it ventures much at a public Table, and loſes his Mo- 
ey, can, in truth, blame nothing but his own ſcnfeleſs 
rupidity; which draws him in to be a Tool and a Pro- 
Serty, to a parcel of hungry Sharks; who, were it poſ- 
Wble they could be beaten, have nothing to loſe; but in- 
Weed ere furniſh'd with Skill enough to fler ce every ſheepiſh 
Perſon, who truſts himſeif in their Hands, 
T The fillieſt Part of each Sex, when they diſpoſe of 
Themſelves indiſcretely and dijadvantageoufly in Marriage, 
nd have nothing elſe to ſay in Excule, cry out, O there's 
fate in every thing, and there's no reſiſting Fate, &c. 
Put [ deſire theſe People to take Notice, that, as they 
Save 3 very good Proverb on their fide in relation to For- 
Mone already, it is highly unreaſonable in them to claim 
ore than their Share, and to aſcribe the ill Succeſs of 
heir own tooliſh Negotiations to the management of 
Fortune. Probably, the firſt Occaſion of confining the 
miles of Fortune to People of this Stamp more particu 
Y:rly, might ariſe from the Improbability of their ſuc- 
&-<ding by any Art, or right Application of their own, 
=_ and therefore, by an oppoſite Rule, the wiſe and in- 
100. Wvftrious only ſhould be intitled to ill Luck, and have it 
aa their Power to charge Fortune with every Lots and 
Croſs which befals them: For if, when they bave con- 
certed their Meaſures judiciouſly, and been vigilant and 
oo ive in their Buſineſs, Matters refuſe ſtill ro anſwer Ex- 
; Pe cation, they muſt be allow'd to have very hard For- 
tune. But Fools, as nine in ten of us are, have not the 
don rst Right to take hold of this Handle. 
„N. B. None of thoſe who ſuffer'd in the S. S. are to 
ow: bring in their Damages to the Account of Fortune. For, 
wo 1 grant they were impos:d Gpon by thoſe who ought 
0 have us'd them better, yet becauſe they ſhut their Eyes, 
1 and had an implicit Faith, which is a Crime I never for- 
WS give moſt enter them in my Inveatory under the Article 
0 el Toots which Kyaves us wotk wth, 


e 0 F AB. 
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Mule, which was fed well and work'd little, ore 

fat and wanton, and frisk'd about very notably, An 
why ſhould not I run as well as the beſt of them, fayshe ot 
it's well known I had a Horſe to my Father, and a ver fo 
Racer he was, Soon after this his Maſter took bn " by 

out, and being upon urgent Buſineſs, whip'd and fou'if bein 


the Mule to make him put for ward; who, beginning 90 7 oc 
tire upon the Road, chang'd his Note, and ſaid to him- 10 
{ 


ſelf, Ah, where's the Horle's Blood you boaſted of bn 
now? I am ſorry to ſay it, Friend, but indeed ycur wu 4 
thy Sire was an Aſs, and not a Horſe. 


TT APPLICATION. 


Whatever their Blood is, I dare venture to affirm tholt 
to be but Mongrils, and Aﬀes in their Heart, who make! 
buſtle about their Genealogy. How puzzled are fore re 


People, upon the Acceſſion ot a plentiful Fortune, to g. \ 
vent a Creſt, 2 Coat of Arms, and a Family! Thing! ; 5 
which their Father, who perhaps knew not how to {pl e 


bis Name, little thought of. 


There 
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rere are ſome in the World vainencugh to think they 1 
derive their Pedigree from one of the old Roman Fa- 1 
lies, and being deftitute of it otherwiſe, would fain | 
Wy ſome Merit from thence. It might look like a 1 
ce of Ribalery, if, upon this Occaſion, I ſhould put 4A 
m in Mind, that Romulus, the firſt Founder of that | 
ple, was a Son of a Whore, and the Body of his Sub- 4 | 
ds made up of Outlaws, Murderers and Felons, the WY 
m and Off- ſcouring ot the neighbouring Nations; and 34 
they propagated their Deſcendents by Rapes. I ſhall 
er defire them to conſider what one of their moſt | 
icious Writers thought upon this Head, and that he we, 
ws us his great Patron, to whom he addre ſſes himſelf, <q 
. duzht ſo 00. | 1 
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Cum referre negas quali ſit quiſque parente 
Natus, dum ingenuus, perſnades hoc tibi were, 
Ate foteſtatem Tolli atque ignobile regnum, 
Multos ſepe viros null;s majoribus or tos, 
E wixiſſe probos, amplis & honorious autos. 
, Hor, Sat. 6. Lib. 7, 


o this I will take the Liberty of adding an Epitaph, 

| to be m-de by a late ingenious Poet of our own, ' 
1 himſelf; becauſe it makes for my preſent Purpoſe, 
being an Inſtance that Men of Merit don't Want a Fa- 
y to ſupport their Credit, 


Heralds and Courtiers, by your Leave; 
_ Here lie the Bones of. Matthew Prior, 
8 A Son of Adam and of Eve: 

Lee Bourbon or Naſſau go higher. 


II ſhall conclude with obſerving, that as a Man truly 
ent ſhines ſufficiently bright of himſelf, without want- 
g to be emblazon'd by a ſplendid Anceſtry; ſo they, 
hoſę Lives are eclip®'d by Foulneſs or Obſcurity, inſtead 
Tſhewinp to an Advantege, look but the da ker for 
ig plac'd in the f:me Line with their illuſtrious Fore- 


tners. 
FAB, 
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EA. XCIII. The Fox and the 558 = co 
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0 N CE. upon 4 time the Beaſts were ſo void of R gere 
ſon as to chuſe an Ape for their King. Fe Hes 
danc'd and diverted them, with playing antic T:ick:, a ter d 


truly nothing would ſerve but they muſt anoint lum the 25d 
Sovereign. Accordingly crown'd he was; and affected. mg 
g 


look very wile and politic. But the Fox, vex'd it 
Soul to ſee his Feilow-Brutes act ſo fooliſhly, was r<10.7 MR. . 1s 
the firſt opportunity, to convince them of their . . 
Choice, and puniſh their Jackanapes of a King for bis ee p 
ſumption. Soon after, ſpying a Trap in a Ditch, wie, t 
vas baited with a piece of Fleſh, he went and inforn nd of 
the Ape of it, as a Treaſure, which, being found *. 

the Waſte, belong'd to his Majeſty only. The Ape, car 

ing nothing of the matter, went very briskly to ti 
Poſſeſſion of his new Forfeit, but had no ſooner U 

Paws upon the Bait than he was caught m the Try; 
where, betwixt Shame and Anger, he began to repro 

the Fox, calling him Rebel and Traitor, and thic2'nirgt 

be reveng'd of him: At all which Reynard laugh d hes 


« f 
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La with a Sneer You, a King; and 
h ot underſtand Trap! 


Te APTFLICAT.IO:N. 


A filly Fellow ſhou'd never deſire to be a King: for it 
were, in the End, it would prove as inconvenient to 
WE: m(clf, as diſadvantzgeous to the Public. To be quali- 
bor ſach an Office, an Office of the laſt Importance 
= Mankind, the Perſon ſhould be of the moſt conſe m- 
ate Prudence and unblemiſh'd Integrity; too honelt to 
Wn poſe upon others, and too penetrating to be impos'd 
Won; thoroughly acquainted with the Laws and Genius 
the Realm he is to govern: Brave, but not Paſſionate; 
00d-natur'd, but not Soft; aſpiring at juſt Eſteem; Ce 
ng Vain-glory ; without Superſtition; without Hy- 
DCTILY, 

When Thrones bave been fill'd by People of a different 
loud from what 1 have deſcrib'd, Hiſtories ſhew What 
wretched Figure they always made; what Tools they 
ere to particular Perſons, and what Plagues to their 
byects in general. They who ſtudied their Paſſions and 
WS: cr'd into their Foibles, led them by the Noſe, as they 
asd; and took them off from the Guardianſhip of the 
blic, by ſome paltry Amuſement; that themſelyes might 
ve the better Opportunity to rifle and plunder it, And 
hen the Adminiſtration of a Government is in the 
ands of Pimps and Panders, what can be expected, but 
7t all Things muſt go backwards, and be ſubſervient to 
cir prepoſterous Pleaſures ? But I ſtop -recolleCt- 


wil g. that it is not ſo proper to begin to declaim at the 
form! d of an Application, 
upd! 
0 tait 
17 
i as Nee 82 
Tra 88888 


2 
r N 
2 2 5 
SS At, 


— 


8 * 
2 


a * 
e 
E = 
= = 1 
OY * 


—_ 


r 
9382 3 < 
g 


170 ASOPs FABLES. 
FAB. XCIV. The Mole and her Dam. 
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Tur young Mole ſnuff d up her Noſe, and tod E Es 
Dam ſhe ſmelt an odd kind of a Smell. By and 
Lord! ſays ſhe, what a Noiſe there is in my Ears; at fo 
ten thouſand Paper-mills- were a going. A little after (RE = 


was at it again, Look, look, what's that I ſcc yonds if 
it's juſt like the Flame of a fiery Furnace, To when 
the Dam replied, Pr'ythee, Child, hold your idle Tong 
and if you would have us allow you any Senſe at all, & 
not affect to ſhew more than Nature has given you. 


Te APPLICATION, 

It is wonderful, that Affectation, that odious Quzlity 
ſhould have been always ſo common and epidemici 
fince it is not more diſagreeable to others, than hurt'iu't 
the Pcrſon that wears it. By Affectation, we aim at it 
ing thought to poſſeſs ſome Accompliſhment which . 
have not, or, at ſhewing what we have, in a corce!t! 
oſtentatious Vanner, Now this we may be afſurt 6 
that among diſcerning People at leaſt, when we ent: 
vour at any 'hing of this Kind, inſtead of ſucceeding 
the Attempt, we detract from ſome real Poſſeſſion, 2 

; *. 
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ke Qualities, that would otherwiſe paſs well enough, 
xr nauſeous and fulſom. 
WW: it nor ridiculous to ſee an old batter'd Beau put him- 
to Pin. that he may appear to tread firm, and walk 
ne and upright? A Man deteRtive in his Eyes, run a- 
na Poſt, rather than confeſs he wants a Guide? and 
that is deaf, miſtaking every thing you ſey, rather 
1 you ſhould ſuſpect he can't hear? Yet perhaps theſe 
gs are done every day; ard imitated, in ſome other 
ation, by the very People that laugh at them. 
will add no more, but ouly beg of the Ladies to take 
| into Conſideration; and, ſince they huſwife their 
rms too well to part with them dehpnedly, I intreat 
Wm to remember, That, every time they affect an un- 
trace, they loſe a ſubſtantial Beauty. 


AB. XCV. The Fox and the Boar. 
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ceitt 1, Boar ſtood whetting his Tusks againſt an old 
21 0 Tree. The Fox, who happen'd to come by ot the 
end WE £100e, ask'd him why he made thoſe martial Prepa- 
ge of whetting his Teeth, ſince there was no Fnemy 
„bat he could perceive. That may be, Maſter Rey- 
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nard, ſays the Boar; but we ſhould ſcour up our U 
while we have Leiſure, you know; for, in time or mo 
ger, we ſhall have ſomething elſe to do, | 


TW APETLICATION 


He that is not idle when he is at Leiſure, may: 

With his Buſineſs, A diſcreet Man ſhould have a Ret 

of eyery thing that is neceſſary before-hand; that wi 
the times comes for him to make Uſe of them. he m 
be in a Hurry and a Confuſion. 


7 
1 


In pace, ut ſapiens, aptabit idonea bello. 


A wiſe General has not his Men to diſcipline, or hi; 1 
munition to provide, when the Trumpet ſound | 
Arms; but ſets a- part his times of Exerciſe for one, 
his Magazines for Yother, in the calm ſeaſon of ben 

We hope to live to a good old Age: ſhould we 
then lay up a Store of Conveniencies againſt that ö 
when we ſhall be moſt in want of them, and le; 
to precure them? 

We muſt die; nay, never ſtart; we muſt, Aret 
not ſome neceſſary Things for us to tranſact befor 
depart ; ſome Trifle or other for us to bequeath; n 
a ſudden Stroke may prevent us from doing ? ure! 

is. And, if fo, how inexcuſable ſhall we be, it m: 

ter the Execution of it till the Alarm comes upon « 

did not think Matters would have been fo and ſo, 
Expreſſion unworthy a wiſe Man's Mouth; an 
only intended for the Uſe of Fools. 
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i FAB. XCVI. 
old Woman and the empty Cask. 
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N old Woman {aw an empty Cask lying, from 
which there had lately been drawn a Piece of choice 
Palm Sack; the Spirit of which yet hung about the 


Ing up the Scent very heartily a long time, at Jaſt 
e out into this Exclamation : Oh! the delicious Smell! 
good, how charming good muſt you have been 
e! when your very Dregs are ſo agreeable and refreſh- 
5 N LATIN. 

Phedrus was an old Man whea he wrote his Fables, 
F this he applies to himſelf; intimaring what we ought 
judge of his Youth, when his old Age was capable of 
h Productions. But ſure this is a Piece of Vanity that 
inifhes ſomething of the good Savour of an apree- 
old Man; and it had been handſomer to have left us 
nake the Application for him. 


13 lt 


2 


ſel, and the very Lee yielded a moſt grateful cordial 
t. My old Dame clap'd her Noſe to the Bung, and, 
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It is, at once, a pleaſing and a melancholy Idea wi. 
is given us by the View of an old Man or Woman, «11,,M88* -\.! 
Converſation is reliſhing and agreezable. We cn: f ne 
repreſenting to our ſelves how inexprefſſibly charm, 
thoſe muſt have been, in the Flower of Youth, why 
Decay is capable of yielding us ſo much Pleature, Ng 
at the ſame time, can we help repiniog that this Feu 
tain of Delight is now almoſt dried up and going tg fo, 
ſake us; and that the Seaſon in which it flow'd in d. 
greateſt Abundance, was fo long before we were accu 
ed with the World. | | 

It is no difficult matter to form a juſt Notion of wy 
the Prime of any one's Life was, from the Spiri ond 11, 
vour which remain even in the laſt Dregs, Old ap 
merely as ſuch, can never render a Perſon either c. 
temptible or diſagreeable in the Eye of a reaſonable My 
But ſuch as we find People at that time of Lite, mud 
the ſame they certainly were, in thoſe which they d 
their better Days. As they that can make themſche, 
greeable, notwithſtanding the Diſc:dvantage of old Age, mit 
have been exceedingly ſo in the Vigour of Youth; f 
whenever we meet with an old Body, whoſe uma 
is unpleaſant, and their Manners burdenſome, we ny 
take it for granted, that, in ipight of Youth, ſuch bu 
ple were always troubleſome, impertinent and ud Wen 
ble. 1 tm 
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TAR XCVII. The Fowler and the Lark- 
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A Fowler ſet Snares to catch Larks in the open Field, 
A Lark was caught; and finding her ſeit entangled. 
e could not forbear lamenting her hard Fate, Ah! wo 
me, ſays ſhe, what Crime have I committed? I have 
ren neither Silver, nor Gold, nor any thing of Value ; 
t mult die for only cating a poor Grain of Wheat, 


| I APPLICATION, 
be irregular adminiſtration of Juttice in the VWor'?, 
indeed a very melancholy Subject to think of. A 
Por Fellow is hang'd for ſtealing a rotten Sheep, per- 
ps to keep Eis Family from ſtarving ; while one, who 
ready great and opulent, is, by thoſe very means, 
'vileg'd to commit almoſt any Enormities, But it i ne- 
ſtary that a Shew and Form of Juſtice ſhould be kept up; 
Fberwiſe, were People to be ever ſo great, and 10 {uc- 
{sfui Rogues, they would not be able to keep poſſeillon 
and enjoy their Plunder. Garth, one of our Poets, 
his deſcription of a Court cf Juſtice, calls it a Place, 


I 4 Where 


1:6 ASOPs FABLES 


What little Villains mt ſubmit to Fate 
That great ones may enjoy the World in State, 


What a ſad Thing is it to reflect (and the more (4 1, 
cauſe not to be remedied) that a Man may rob the pad 
lic of Millions, and eſcape at laſt; when he that i; taken 
picking a Pocket of five Shillings, unleſs he knows bon 
to make a Friend, is ſure to {wing for it. 


FAB.XCVIII. The Owl and the Graſhoppet 


| A N Ow! fat ſleeping in an Ivy-buſh, But a Grafhoy, 
per, who was ſinging beneath, would not let her ts 
quiet, abuſing her with very indecent and uncivil Lat 


guage; telling her ſhe was a ſcandalous Perſon, who pfl 


a-nights to get her Living, and ſhut her felt up all day 
a hollow Tree. The Owl defir'd her to hold her Tongs 
and be quiet; Notwithſtanding which, ſhe was the mor 
impertinent. She beg'd of her a ſecond time, to leut 
off; but all to no purpoſe: She ſtill grew worſe and work 
The Owl, vext at the Heart to find that all ſhe ſaid went 
for nothing, caſt about to inveigle her in by a Stratagen 
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And fo, fays ſhe, Well, ſince one muſt be kept awake» 
tis 1 Pleaſure however to be kept awake by ſo agreeable 
& Voice; which, I muſt confels, is no ways inferiour to 
the fineſt Harp. And, now I think on't, I have a Bot- 


. le of excellent Nectar, which my Miſtreſs Pallas gave 1 | 

So e if you have a mind, I'll give you a Dram to wet your 10 b 
White. The Graſhopper, ready to die with Thirſt, and, 1 

t the ame time, pleas d to be ſo complimented upon ; 9 

et. Account of her Voice, skip'd up to the Place very briskly : 1 
when the Owl advancing to meet her, ſeiz d, and with- . 

f put much Delay, made her a Sacrifice to her Revenge: 1 


| Securing to her ſelf, by the Death of her Enemy, a Poſ- 
| W'Kcfſion of that Quiet, which, during her Lite-time, fe 


. 


ould not enjoy. 


Te APPLICATION, 


Humanity, or what we underſtand. by common Civi- 
Jity, is not more a neceſſary Duty, than it is eaſy to pra- 
ctiſe. The Man that is guilty of ill Manners, it he has 
en bred to know what is meant by Manners, mult do 
Wiolence to himſelf, as well as to the Perſon he offends; 
and cannot be inhuman to others, without being cruel to 
is own Nature. 
$ I have obſery'd ſome.- where already, that People of a 
captious Temper, being generally in the wrong, in taking 
things ill, which were never ſo intended, are but the 
more per ſecuted, in order to be laugh'd out of their Fol- 
"JF and that, not unjuſtly, But, we muſt take care o di- 
ingui'h; and. whea any thing truly impcriinent and 
| roubleſome has been ſaid or done to another, not to te- 
eat it becauſe he takes it ill, but immediately to de it 
om it: eſpecially when he ſo is moderate, as to make it 
s Requeſt two or three times, before he procetd open 
0 take bis Courſe, and do himſelf Juirice, Thi Pont 
Would be well confider'd; tor many Qu i yer ill 
onſequence, have been occalion'd by a cath +1: 
Ferſiſtence in the impertinent Humour be 1s 5 
Pome young People are fond of ſhewing ther Vo 
ntrepidity, and therefore take ſuch Occalivys to < 
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and when a Friend is peeviſh (as one may have a priyye 
cauſe for being {)) they will not leave, til they have 
rallied him out of it; no, tho? he entreats them ever & 
gravely and earneſtly. The Rei lt of al is, that Swords 
are drawn; and perhaps one of he Gentlemen ki]'eg, 
which, when it happens, I wiſh it may be be, who 
would not let his Friend be quiet, till he vas dead. We 
have no Right to be impertinent with one ano: her tg 


civilities as I have been ſpeaking of, they ſhon}! never 
fail of meeting with a deſerv'd and juſt Claltiſzmu, 
lome way or other. 


FAB. XCLX. The onc-ey'd Doe. 
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Doe that had but one Eye, us'd to graſe var * 

Sea; and, that ſhe might be the more ſecure tron 
harm, ſhe kept her blind ide toward the Water, ton 
whence {hc had no Apprehenſion of Danger, and with th 
other ſurveyd the Country as ſhe fed. By this Vigil 
and Precaution, ſhe thought her £1f in the utmoſt Sect 
rity; when a fly Fellow with two or three of his Com 


panions, who had been poaching after her feyeral daystt 
| : 19 
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v0 purpoſe, at laſt took a Boat, and fetching a Compal 


upon the Sea, came gently down upon her and ſhot her. 
' 7 The Doe, in the Agouies of Death, breath'd out this dole- 1 1 
s tul Complaint; O hard Fate! that I ſhould receive my 1 
3 pbeahs- wound from that ſide whence I expected no Ill. or 
„na be ſafe on that part where I look d for the moſt Dan- 4 
ger. 0 F Boy 
P; 4 i AF LICATION, 1" 
4 Life is ſo full of Accidents and Uncertainties, that, with 1 
the Precaution we uſe, we can never be ſaid to be en- Wn 


* tirely free from Danger. And tho? there is but one Way er 
for us to come into the World, the Paſſages to let us out wil 
ot it are innumerable, So that we may guard our ſelves 
* acainſt the moſt viſible and threatning Ills as much as we 
© pleaſe; but we ſhall ſhill leave an unguarded fide to a 
| * thouſand latent Miſchiefs which lie in Ambuſh round a- 
dout us. 


Qauiid quiſque vitet, nunquam homini ſatis 
| Cautum eſt in horas. 
| 


1 The Moral therefore which ſuch a Reflection ſuggeſts to 
| Jus is, to be neither too ſecure, nor too ſollicitous about 
| WF the Safety of our Perſons; as it is impoſſible for us to be 
Mays out of Danger, ſo would it be unreaſonable and 
enwanly to be always in Fear ot that which it is not in 
door Power to prevent. 
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FAB. C. The River Fiſh and the Seca Fiſh 
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HE Waters of a River being mightily ſwel e by | 
great Flood, the Stream ran down with a vio: 
Current, and by its rapid Force carried a huge Parble + 
long with it into the Sea. This Freſh-watcr * Wz 
no {ooner come into a new Climate, but he began u 
give himſelf Airs, to talk big, and look with Contemp 
upon the Inhabitants of the Place. He boaſted that & 
was of a better Country and Family than any amor 
them, for which Reaſon they ought to give Place to hin, 
and pay him Reſpect accordingly, A fine large Mae 
that happen'd to ſwim near him, and heard his inc 
Language, bid him hold his filly Tongue; for, if the 
ſhould be taken by Fiſhermen, and carried to Market, & 
would ſoon be convinc'd who ought to have the Pre 
rence ; We, ſays he, ſhould he bought up, at any Price. 
Tables of the firſt Quality, and you ſold to the Poor ta 
little or nothing. 
in APTPFLICATION. 

I know not whether the want of Senſe or Breet ny 


appears moſt, when Foreigners ſpeak lightly of the Cour 
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; they happen to be in, and cry up their own, It 
" WH: ndecd natural to have an Affection for one's own na- 
place; nor can we perhaps in our Mind help prefer. 
Ne it before any other: But it is certainly, both impru- 
Ent and unmannerly to expreſs this in another Country 
people whoſe Opinions it muſt needs grate, by 11 
me Rules that it pleaſes our own, 
gut however, granting that there is a certain Difference 
S&:wecen Countries, fo as to make one greatly perterable, 
þ the generality of Opinions, to another, yet what has 
this to do with the Merit of particular Perſons? or why 
zould any one value himſelf upon an Advantage over 
| hers, which is purely owing to Accident, It muſt be 
boa ſome uſefulor agreeable Talent in our ſelves, that we 
Fe to merit the Eſteem of Mankind; and if we ſhine in 
| ſuperior degree of Virtue or Wiſdom, whatever our 
ative Air happen'd to be, virtuous and wiſe Men, of 
very Nation under Heaven, will pay us the Regacd and 
the Acknowledpments we deſerve. 


FAB. CI. Æſop at Play. 
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\ N Athenian, one Day, caught Z/op at play with a 
Company of little Boys, at their childiſh Diverſions, 
| and 
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and began to jeer and laugh at him for it. The 94; 
low, who was too much a Wag himſelf to fuer d 
to ridicule him, took a Bow unſtrung and laid ir 13, 
Ground. Then, calling the cenſorious 4heniny, . 


Philoſopher, ſays he, expound this Riddle if you . e! 
tell us what the unſtrain d Bow implies. The Min, e ene 
racking his Brains, and ſcratching his Pate about 20 — 
ſiderable time to no purpoſe, at laſt gave it up, add. Dec 
clar'd he knew not what to make of it. Why, A ; 4 
laughing, if you keep a Bow always bent, 'twil h tf 4 


preſently; But, if you let it go ſlack, it will be the 
tor Uſe when you want it. 


i APPLICATION, 

The Mind of Man is like a Bow, in this reſpect, 
if it be kept always intent upon Bufincſs, it will eit 
break and be good for nothing, or loſe that Spring | 
Energy, which is requir'd in one who would acquit he 
ſelf with Credit, But Sports and Diverſions ſooth: 
Uicken it, and keep it in a Condition to be exerted tot 
beſt Advantape, upon Occaſion, 

It proceeds either from Pride, II nature, or Hypo 
when People cenſure and are offended at the Liber 
which others uſe in thus relaxing their Minds, Sloth 
Idleneſs, by which we neple& the Proſecution ct our 
ceſſary Affairs, muſt be condemn'd Ly all means; & 
thoſe that know how to diſpatch the poor Bulinels: 
Life well and ſeaſonably enough, need be under no 4} 
3 of being ſurpriz'd at their Diverſions, it tix 

ave nothing diſhoneft in them. 

As theſe Amuſements ought to be allow) d, becauſethr 
are proper, ſoit is no great matter how they are fol, 
we may, if we like it, as well play with Children, as Mr 
and rather, if we find they can divert us better; whic 
not very ſeldom the Caſe: Some Men and Women 
uſeleſs and untractable in every Circumſtance of Life, 
ſame Children ſo engaging and entertaining, with t 
greeable undefign'd Mixture of Innocence and Cuntiny 
that the Company of. the latter is, many times, the pit 
tieſt and moſt diverting. 
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Dulce eſt decipere in loco. 


kaps this is one of thoſe Paſſages of Life, which one 
uld not care to expoſe to the prying curious World, 
zuſe the g nerality ot People have not Virtue and 
e enough to give into it. But Scipio ard Lelins 


mgari & diſcincti ludere dinec 
Decoqueretur olus ſoliti 


zuld have excus'd, if not approv'd it. Nor was the 
at Ag'{ilaus alham'd, when he was ſurpriz'd riding 
od his Ha! upon a Hobby- Horſe, with his Children. 


B. CII. The Jack-daw and the Pidgeons. 
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Hack daw, obſerving that the Pidgeons in a certain 
Dove-cot liv'd well, and wanted for nothing, white- 
and his Feathers, and endeavouring to look as much 
We a Dove as he could, went and liv'd among them. The 
s Ligeons, not di\tmguiſhing him as long as he kept ſilent, 
8 Wore to give him any Diſturbance. But at laſt he forgot 
Ws Character, and began to chatter; by which the 

derons diſcovering What he was, flew upon him, — 
15 N JEeat 
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and began to jeer and laugh at him for it. The od p. 
low, who was too much a Wag himſelf to ſuffer o 
to ridicule him, took a Bow unſtrung and laid it upon 
Ground. Then, calling the cenſorious At henna, Now 
Philoſopher, ſays he, expound this Riddle if you can, + 
tell us what the unſtrain'd Bow implies. The Man, 3. 
racking his Brains, and ſcratching his Pate about it a <: 
ſiderable time to no purpoſe, at laſt gave it up, and d 
clar'd he knew not what to make of it. Why, as . 
laughing, if you keep a Bow always bent, "twill bei 
preſently; But, if you let it go lack, it will be the fer 
for Uſe when you want it. 


ww APPLICATION, 

The Mind of Man is like a Bow, in this reſpect, {+ 
if it be kept always intent upon Bufincſs, it will eithy 
break and be good for nothing, or loſe that Spring 
Energy, which is requir'd in one who weuld acquit hin, 
ſelf with Credit. But Sports and Diverſions ſooth at 
Uicken it, and keep it in a Condition to be exerted to th 
beſt Advantape, upon Occaſion, 

t proceeds either from Pride, I!]-nature, or Rypocrif 
-vyhen People cenſure and are offended at the L:ibertin 
which others uſe in thus relaxing their Minds. Sloth and 
Idleneſs, by which we neꝑlect the Proſecution ct our te 
ceſſary Affairs, muſt be condemn'd Ly all means; By 
thofe that know how to diſpatch the poor Bulinels d 
Life well and ſeaſonably enough, need be under no 4p. 
egos of being ſurpriz'd at their Diverſions, if the 

ve nothing diſhoneſt in them. 

As theſe Amuſements ought to be allow) d, becauſe the) 
are proper, ſoit is no great matter how they are follows, 
we may, if we like it, as well play with Children, as Mer 
and rather, if we find they can divert us better; which! 
not very ſeldom the Caſe: Some Men and Women at 
uſeleſs and untractable in every Circumſtance of Life; ai 
fame Children ſo engaging and entertaining, with an 
greeable undeſign'd Mixture of Innocence and Cunning, 
that the Company of the latter is, many times, the pitt 
tieſt and moſt diverting. . 


Dui? 
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Dulce eſt decipere in loco. 


ehaps this is one of thoſe Paſſages of Life, which one 
'oula not care to expoſe to the prying curious World, 
wuſe the g-nerality ot People have not Virtue and 


IY ite enough to give into it. But Sfpio ard Lælius 

_ nugari & diſcincti ludere dones 

nd & Decoqueretur olus ſoliti 

e have excus'd, if not approv'd it. Nor was the 

ml 80 Alan aſham'd, when he was ſurpriz'd riding 

Nr 204 his Ha! upon a Hobby- Horſe, with his Children. 
aB. CII. The Jack-daw and the Pidgeons. 
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* | A [ack daw, obſerving that the Pidgeons in a certain 
5 Dove-cot liv'd well, and wanted for nothing, white 
ind his Feathers, and endeavouring to look as much 


2 like a Dove as he could, went and liv'd among them. The 
Sp. Pigeons, not diſtinguiſning him as long as he kept ſilent, 
ing £6r0ore to give him any Diſturbance. But at laſt he forgot 
1et * Character, and began to chatter; by which the 


Ladgrons diſcovering wbt he was, flew upon him, 3 
| cat 
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beat him away from the Meat, ſo that he was obligd 1 
fly back to the Jack-daws again. They, not knowin, 
him in his diſcolour d Feathers, drove him away likewig 
So that he, who had endeavour'd to be more than he * 
a right to, was not permitted to be any thing at all 


The APPLICATION. 


The pretending to be of Principles which we are ng 
either out of Far, cr any profpe& of Advantage, iz 
very baſe vile Thing: and waoever is guilty of it deſerys 
to meet with ill Treatment from all Parties ever after. 
But, the beſt of it is, there is no fear of their impoſing 
upon the World long in a Diſguiſe ſo contrary to ther 
own Nature: let them but open their Mouth, and, 1, WW: :: 
the Daw in the Fable, they immediately proclaim ther (5: 
Kind. If they could impoſe upon any by their appeu WW 1 
ing in an unqueſtionable Place, or hanginy out falle Co WAR: 
lours, yet if theſe were but once to hear them tut 
upon Politics, they would be undeceiv'd in an 1%; 
like the Greeks, who, at the ſacking of Troy, were, x 
firſt, impos d upon by ſome Trojans who fought in Gu 
cian Armour: but preſently afterwards 


1 clypeos mentitaque tela 
Agnoſeunt, atque ora ſono diſcordia ſignant. Virg, 


Their very Voice betrays them: they either cannot 18 
their Part ſufficiently, or they overact it. But ct th: 
caſe be as it will, a Man of Diſcretion and Honour wil 
be ſure to diſtinguiſh and to diſcountenance ſuch pitif 
Impoſtors. 


a F Abh. 
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FAB. CIII. The Sow and the Bitch. 
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* A Sow and a Bitch happening to meet, a Debate aroſe 
85 betwixt them concerning their Fruitfulneſs. The 
&* 


Ab. 


bind. 


Witch inſiſted upon it, that ſhe brought more at a Litter, 
and oftner, than any other four-leg'd Creature, Ay, fays 
the Sow, you do indeed; but you are always in ſo much 


Haſte about it, that you bring your Puppies into the World 


Tn APPLICATION. 
The more Haſte the worſe Steed, is a moſt excellent Pro- 


verb, and worthy to be worn upon ſome conſpicuous Part 
of our Dreſs or Equipage, that it may give us a proper 
Check, when we go about any thing of Importance ; 
E which otherwiſe we might be apt to purſue with tco 
much Hurry and Precipitation, It is no wonder our 


Productions ſhou!d come into the World blind, or lame, 
or otherwiſe defeEtive, when by unnatural Methods we 


© accelerate their Birth, and refuſe to let them go their tall 
Time. 


It was formerly an Apology much us'd by Writers to 


paliate their Faults, if they bad any, That they writ in 


haſte, 
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haſte, and had not allow'd themſelves time to be ſo c. 
rect as they ought, I was in hopes that this abſurd Hume. 


bed died with Mr. Dryden, who was much addci&ted:,.of 
Bur, I took Notice, not without Concern, that it hebe 


lately reviv'd by a very great Critic and Editor. why n 


cuſes his making a falſe Quotation, by conteil11g it,, 


done in Haſte, and by Memory only, at a Tavern, wh 
the Author was not to be had. It theſe Gentlemen wol 
excuſe themſelves rightly, they ſhould ſhew vs the N. 
ceſſity of their being circumſcrib'd by ſuch Time : 
Place; which as I preſume they can never do, they vi 
ever be look'd upon as inexcuſable. How little does thy 
haſty School-boy Behaviour agree with the Rules of tha 
great Maſter Horace; who ſays 


$1 quid tamen olim 

Scritſcris in Mei deſcendat judicis aures, 

Et patris, & noſtras; nonumqʒ prematur in annum. 
Membranis intus foſitis delere licebit, 

«0d non edideris; neſcit vox miſſa reverts. 


It therefore a haſly Publication be ſuch a Crime, whi 
muſt it be to brag aud make Profeſſion of it? Sure ſu 
Authors fancy the World will admire their Parts, whr 
they endeavour thus to convince them how much thr 
have wrote, and how little Time and Pains they harte. 
ftow'd upon ir. But however, the Advertiſements 6 


Hints they give us of this kind may be ſo far vſefu|, bl 


- 

de. 
uſt e: 
ven! 


to induce us to take them at their Words, and fare out 
ſelves the Trouble of peruſing a Treatiſe, which the 
aſſure us beforehand is incorrect and faulty through tn 
Idleneſs, Impatience, or wilful Neglect of the Author. 


Word 


Wy 
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FB. CIV. De Sparrow and the Hare. 


6 
>. 
3 


Hare being ſ{eiz'd by an Eagle, ſqueak'd out in a moſt 
1 woful Manner. A Sparrow that fate upon a Tree 


wit Wot by and aw it, could not forbear being unſeaſonably 
1 vitty, but calbd out and ſaid to the Hare; So ho! what, 
chere and be killd? pr ythee, up and away; I dare ſay, 
c vou would but try, fo ſwift a Creature as you are would 
ah outrun the Eagle. As he was going on with his 


|  {Fruc! Raillery, down came a Hawk and ſnapt him up; 
cad, notwithſtanding his vain Cries and Lamentations, fell 
the e dcrouring of him in an Inſtant. The Hare, who was 
en hat expiring, yet receiv'd Comfort from this Accident, 
r. cn in the Agonies of Death; and addreſſing her lait 
Words to the Sparrow, ſaid, You, who juſt now inſulted 
y Mizfortune, with fo much Security, as you thought, 
way pleaſe to ſhew us how well you can bear the like, 
dow it has befaPn you. 


Te APPLICATION. 


i Nothing is more impertinent than for People to be 
eng their Opinion and Advice, in Caſes, in which, 
1 were 


7 
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were they to be their own, themſelves would be as m 
at a Loſs what to do. But ſo great an Itch have mag 
Men to be Directors in the Affairs of others, either y 
ſhew the Superiority of their Underſtanding, or the; 
own Security and Exemption from the Ills they vl 
have remov'd, that they forwardly and conceitedly gz, 
trude their Council, even at the Hazard of their ow 
Safety and Reputation. There have been Inſtance; « 
thoſe, who, either officiouſly, or for the Jeſt's ſake, hy 
ſpent much of their Time in reading Lectures of Fc. 
nomy to the reſt of the World; when, at the ſame tige. 
their own ill Husbandry has been ſuch, that they war 
forc'd to quit their Dwelling and take Lodgings, wit 
their Goods were fold to make a Compoſition for tþ 
Debts which they ow'd to petty Tradeſmen. 

Without giving more Examples of this Kind, of whid 
every one may furniſn himſelt with enough from his ow 
Obſervation, we cannot but conclude, that none : 
greater Objects of Ridicule, than they who thus mer 
aſſame a Character, which, at the ſame time, by ſons 
Incidents of their Life, they convince us of their beit 
ſo unfit for, 
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FAB. CV. Cæſar aud zhe Slave. 
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As Tiberius Ceſar was upon a Progreſs to Naples once, 
: he put in at a Houſe he had upon the Mountain Mi- 
eus; which was built there by Lucullus, and command- 
N ed a near View of the T#/can Sea, having a diſtant Pro- 
ect even of that of Sicily. Here, as he was walking in 
| his Gardens and Wilderneſſes of a moſt delightful Verdure, 
one of his domeſtic Slaves which belong'd to that Houſe, 
putting himſelf into a moſt alert Poſture and Dreſs, ap- 
pew'd in one of the Walks where the Emperor happen'd 
do bs, ſprinkling the Grouud with a Watering-pot, in 
order to lay the Duſt; and this he did fo officiouſly, that 
he was taken Notice of, and even laugh'd at: for he ran 
E thro' private Alleys and Turnings, from one Walk to 
another; ſo that, where-ever the Emperor went, he till 
bound this Fellow wonderfully buſy with his Watering- 
pot. But at laſt, his Deſign being diſcover'd, which was, 
| That he fancied Ceſar would be ſo touch'd with this Di- 
& ligence of his, as to make him free; (part of which Ce- 


temony conſiſted in giving the Slave a gentle Stroke on 
one 
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one {ide of his Face) his Imperial Majeſty being mew Ca 


to be merry, call'd him to bim; and, when the Man cor tun! 
up, full of joyful Expectations of his Liberty, Hure Calt 1 
Friend, ſays he, I have obſery'd that you have been 
buſy a great while; but it was idly buſy, in oficig.r Wi 1 ®! 


meddling with that with which you had nothing to H we 
while you might have employ'd your Time bener eg, 
where; and therefore I muſt be ſo free as to tell you, (1. "pe 
you have miſtaken your Man; I know what you ww = 
but indeed I can't afford a Box o the Ear at the Price ons ©: 
bid for it. 


HA PPLICATAION. 


Phedrus tells us, upon his Word, that this is 1 try 
Story; and that he writ it for the ſake ofa Set of induſt, 
ous idle Gentlemen at Rome, who were hara{s'd and 5. 
tipu'd with a daily ſucceſſion of Care and Trou!/e, ty. 
cauſe they had nothing to do: always in a hurry, by 
without Buſineſs: buſy, but to no Purpoſe: labouriny 
under a voluntary Neceſſity; and taking abundance 9 
Pains to be impertinent. 

l fear London is not ſo intirely free from this Sect, x 
to render the Moral of this Fable uſeleſs there: fort 
points at all thoſe officious good-natur'd People, who wn 
eternally running up and down to ſerve their Friend 
without doing them any good: who, by a Complailanc 
wrong judg'd or ill applied, diſpleaſe while they ende. 
vour to oblige: and are never doing leſs to the Purpole 
than when they are moſt employ'd. How many ar 
there, who think themſelves intitled to good Poſts from 
the Government, only for walking two Hours every D 
in the Court of Requeſts, inquiring the News of th 
Day of their Acquainrance, and expreſſing a hearty St 
tis faction, or a deep Concern, as the Account give 4 
feats them? 

There is another Sort, who are ſo concern'd [et ye! 
ſhould find out that they are mere Cyphers in Life, tht 
they over. act their Part, and are ever in a Hurry; wid 
2ppear at Co ffee-houſes, and other public Places, looking 


about cagerly for one with whom they have n 
a0 
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ming to be a:k'd to ſtay, that they may have an 
cr Wo (10 y of telling you they cannot poſſi'ly : People of 
Ale Cit always ſubſcribe their Letters, with a Tours 11 


; Haſle, tho' they write to you only becauſe they 
Se no bing elle to do. 

Wn 2 ord, this Fable is deſign'd for the Reformation 
' thoſe who endeavour to raiſe to themſelves Merit 
A; plauſe from a miſapplied Induſtry, *Tis not our 
» buſy end officious that will procure us the Eſteem 
en er Senſe; but the intending and contriving our 
ons to ſome noble uſeful Purpoſe, and for the gene- 
P of Mankind. / 


FAB. CVI. The ve Sheep-Biter. 
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| Certain Shepherd had a Dog, upon whoſe Fidelity bs 
i FF rclied very much; for whenever he had Occaſion to 
$ abſent himſelf, he committed the Care and Tuition ot 
Flock to the Charge of this Dog; and, to encowage 
to do his Duty chearfully, he fed him conſtantly with 
feet Curds and Whey, and ſometimes threw him 2 
uſt or two extraordinary, Yet, notwithſtanding this, 
booner was his Back turn'd, but the treacherous OT 
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fell foul upon the Flock, and devour'd the Sheep, u 
ſtead of guarding and defending them. The Shegke 
being inform'd of this, was reſolv'd to hang him; 3 
the Dog, when the Rope was about his Neck, an 
was juſt going to be tied up, began to expo e w; 
his Maſter, asking him, why he was ſo unmerc1fully ly 
againſt him who was his own Servant and Creature, y 
had only commitied one or two Crimes; and why y 
did not rather execute Revenge upon the Wolf, who w 
a conſtant, open, and declar'd Enemy? Nay, replies 
Shepherd, tis for that very Reaſon that I think yous 
times more worthy of Death than him; From hin 
expected nothing but Hoftilities, and therefore could gu 
againſt him: You I depended upon as a juft and fut 
Servant, and fed and encourag'd you according|y ; | 
therefore your Treachery is the more notorious, and jy; 
Ingratitude the more unpardonable, 


TG --APPFLICAT10-N. 
No Injuries are ſo bitter, and ſo inexcuſable, 2; thi 
which proceed from Men whom we trufted as Fri: 
and in whom we plac'd a Confidence. An open Ee 
however inveterate, may over-power and deſtroy us, 
perhaps may hurt and afflict us only in ſome Meaſure; lt 
as ſuch a Treatment cannot ſurprize us, becauſe we al: i 
peed no leſs, neither can it give us half the Grief at 
Uneaſineſs of Mind, which we are apt to feel when 
fand our ſelves wrong'd by the Treachery and Fa 
of a Friend. When the Mag whom we truſted u 
elteem'd proves injurious to us, it is a Calamity ſocrut 
complicated in its Circumſtances, that it invoives us it 
Griet of many Folds, and multiplies the Sum of our |: 
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felicity. At one and the fame time we finda Foe win Th 
we leaſt expected it, and loſe a Friend when we 8 
wanted him; which muſt be as ſeyere and piercing, iF'* * 
it is ſudden and ſurpriſing. It is natural theretore tor al jef, 
Reſentment, to be in Proportion to our ſenſe of ſuch +1 


Injury; and that we ſhould wiſh the Puniſhment cf 
extraordia 
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W:rzordinary a Crime may be, at Haſt, as gre! as chat 
hich uſually attends an ardin+ry one. 

This will be the Caſe in private I! ſtances, wher werte 
tray d by 2 Friend or Servant: And, as the Am niſt: :- 
rs of a Nation, of whatever fort, or how high ſocycr 
eir Stations may be, are, ſt; Aly ſpeaking, but S-ryan:s 
the Public, and are entruſte{ with the Welfare aud 


© 8: princeſs of a whole People, when they are found o be- 
a0 ay that Truſt. and to prey upon the Viralz of th. ic 


hom they were employ'd to protect, they ſhould think 


les t emſelyes us'd with Tendernelis and Clemency, if they 
ou Mfr no greater Puniſhment for their Offences, than wha! 
WY generally executed upon ordinary common Robbers, 


ag. CVII, The Thief and the Dog. 
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Thief coming to rob a certain Houſe in he 


& 
. 


e an diſturb'd in his Attempt by a fierce vigil: | 0 
ing 0 kept barking at him continually. Upon whic!: + 
fer ef, thinking to ſtop his Mouth, threw him a Pie! 


juch 4 ead : But the Dog refus'd it with Indignation, 
| _ 1 1 that, before, he only ſuſpected him to be an 
Tala 


K 


9 


| now, upon his offering to bribe him, he 4s 01 
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firm'd in his Opinion; and therefore, as he was intryty 
with the Guardianſhip of his Maſter's Houſe, he f 
never ceaſe barking while ſuch a Rogue as he lay u 
about it. =”: 


Te APPLICATION, 


A Man who is very free in his Proteſtations of FHH & 
ſhip, or Offers of great Civility, upon the firſt IntervieyR* £: 
may meet with Applauſe and Eſteem from Fools, 1B: & 
contrives his Schemes of that ſort to little or no Purge, Wi 
in the Company of Men of Senſe, | 


ime Danaos, & dona ferentes., Vin 


It is a common and known Maxim to ſuſpect an Fn 
my, even the more, for his endeavouring to convinces 
of his Benevolence; becauſe the extraordirarineſs of M 
thing puts us upon our Guard, and makes us concm·i 
that ſame pernicious Deſign muſt be couch'd under wif 
ſudden and unexpected a turn of Behaviour : But it bu 
unneceſſary Caution, to be upon the Watch againſt e 
indifferent People, when we perceive them unreaſorgy 
forward in their approaches of Civility and Kindne 
The Man who, at firſt Sight, makes me an Offer, wia 
is due only to particular and well-acquainted Friends, mil 
be either a Knave, and intends by ſuch a Bait to drawn: 
into his Nets, or a Fool, with whom I ought to avi 
having any Communication. 

Thus far the conſideration of this Fable may be vſefult 
us in private Life; what it contains farther in relation vi 
the Public is, That a Man truly honeſt will never let by 
Mouth be ſtop'd with a Bribe ; but, the greater the O 
is which is defign'd to buy his Silence, the louder ip" 
more conſtantly will he open againſt the Miſcreants wail 
would practiſe it upon him. But ſuch a one is 


Kara avis in terris nigroque ſimillima cyrno. : ; 
FA 
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FAB. CVIII. The Harper. 
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un Fellow that us'd to play upon his Harp, and ting to 
en tit in little Ale-houſes, and made a ſhift, by the help 
i toſe narrow confin'd Walls, to pleaſe the dull Sots who 
dne him; from hence entertain'd an Ambition of ſhew- 
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w me 
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efultg 
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bis Parts upon the public Theatre; where he fancied 
W could not fail of railing a great Reputation and Fortune, 
very ſhort time. He was accordingly admitted upon 
iV but the Spacioufneſs of the Place, and the Throng 
Ihe People, ſo deaded and weaken'd both his Voice and 
Mcument, that ſcarce either of them could be heard; 
© where they could, it ſounded fo poor, fo low, and 
Wetched, in the Ear of his refin'd Audience, that he was 
W'crlally hiſs d and exploded off the Stege. 
N Te APPLICATION... 
When we are commended for our Performances by 
4 ple of much Flatrery or little Judgment, let us be 
W '0us not to value our ſelves upon it; for want of 
aich many a vain unthinking Man has expos'd and loſt 
elt to the World. A Buffoon may be very agreeable 
. Company diſpos'd to be mirthful over a Glaſs of 
| K 2 Wine, 
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Wine, who would not be fit to open his Mouth in z nd 
nate, or upon a Subject where ſound Senſe and à vn; 
and ſerious. Behaviour are expected. Many a F:!}-w 6 
a College has often pun'd and quibblcd with the App!a 
of a whole Coffee-houſe, who in St. Mary's or the py 
lic Schools has afterwards appear'd, a fad, dull, fc. 
Fellow. Tis not the pleaſing a little, inſignificaut, 
judicious Audience or Society, which can gain us a py 
per Eſteem, or inſure our Succeſs. in a Place which di 
for a Performance of the firſt Rate; we muſt either H The 
allow'd Abilities to pleaſe the moſt refin'd Taſtes, or . Mis 
ment enough to know that we want them, and to ere 
a care how we ſubmit our ſelves to the Tryal. If wenne. 
a mind to purſue a juſt and true Ambition, tis not eng 
cient that we ſtudy barely to pleaſe, but it is of p:dM pron 
moment, whom we pleaſe, and in what reſ{pet: o r the 
wiſe, we may not only loſe our Labour, but make es, 
. ſelves ridiculous into the bargain. In 
| 3 | 
FAB. CIX. The two Crabs. | * 
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T is fad to be the Nature of a Crab-fiſh to go k 
wards ; However, a Mother Crab one day ſchoot 


Daughter, and was in a great Paſſion with her for he 
ton 
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Jord awrkward Gait, which ſhe deſir'd her to alter, and 
to move in a Faſhion ſo contradictory to the reſt of 
e World. Indeed Mother, ſays the young Crab, I walk 
well as ever I can for my Lite; but, if you would 
ye me £0 atherwiſe, for God's ſake do you practiſe it 
and ſhew me, by your own Example, how you 
Would have me behave my ſelf. 


WW ATFLEI1CAaAT10N; 


W The Man who is ſo impertinent as to rebuke others for 
Misbehaviour of which he himſelf is guilry, muſt be 
ber a Hypocrite, a ſenſeleſs Creature, or an impudent 
Wow, It is ſtrange that Mankind, being fo apt to act 
Pong in moſt particulars, ſhould, at the thme time, be 
prone to Calumny and Detraction. One would think 
Wt they who err ſo notoriouſly and frequently them- 
es, ſhould be rather tender in concealing, thin offici- 
in carping at the Faults of their Fellow- ſinners: eſ- 
ally, conſidering that it is natural to be miſ- led by our 
Wlons and Appetites into fame Exceſs or other, but un- 
Mural and inhuman to impeach others of Miſcarriages, 
which our ſelves are equally guiiry. 
5 m tua prævideas oculis mala lippus iuunctis, / 
ur in amicorum vitiis tam Ceris acutum, 
uam aut aquila, aut ſer pen: Epidaurius? Hor. 


ranting it were ever ſo proper, or ſo much our Duty 
had Fault with others, yet we muſt have a great ſhare 
Impudence, if we can bear to do it while we know 
ſelves liable to the ſame Imputations, Ex:mple is a 
uſand times more inſtruCtive, or at leaſt perſuaſive, than 
cept; For, tho' the Rules for Virtue were even more 
ing and numerous than they are, yet let but the Fa- 
on run upon Vice, as it moſt commonly does, and you 
how ready and conformable the World ſhews it {elf 
very Part ot it. 


K 3 FAB. 
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F AB. CX. The Thief and the Boy, 
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At Boy {at weeping upon the ſide of a Well. A Tis 
happening to come by juſt at the ſame time, i 
him why he wept. The Boy, ſighing and ſobbing, » 


plied, the String was broke, and a ſilver Tankard wt 7 
len to the Bottom of the Well. Upon this, the I © 
pull'd off his Cloaths, and went down into the Well ne v 
look for it; where, having grop'd about a good whit Wiſſarpit 


no purpoſe, he came up again, but found neither bis Con 
nor the Boy; that little arch Diſſembler having run aun 
with them. 


Te APPLICATION. 


However Juſtice may be but little practis'd and puri 
by particular Men in the common Courſe of their Action 
yet every one readily agrees that it ought to be kept y 
and enforc'd, by the ſevereſt Penal Laws, in reſpect“ 
the Public in general. Many a one can ſcarce forbcar 10 
bing and defrauding another when it is in his Power! 
do it with 'mpunity; but, at the fame time, he drew 
being robb'd and detra uded again, as much as if he we: 
ths moſt innocent Mar, living; and is as ſevere in pro! 

cui 
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, ing the Offenders; which is ot ſo much his Abhor- 
ce of the Crime, as his Lov- of Revenge, and Hopes 
ſecuring and preſerving what he has got. 


e well enough to have Puniſhment inflicted upon thoſe 


be govern'd peaceably and quietly by the Laws of their 
untry, upon the Proſpect of ſeeiny Juſtice executed up- 
W all thoſe, who do them any Injury. And, however a 
der Nature may ſhrink at the fight, and commiſerate 
e Condition, of a ſuffering Malefactor, yet in the main 
e may obſerve that People are pleas'd and ſatisfied when 
We Sword of Juſtice is unfheath'd ; and even the vile Mob 
Ye delighted to ſee the Stroke ſtruck, 
But what gives vs the greateſt Pleaſure upon ſuch Occa- 
dns, is, when we are entertain'd with a view of Juſtice, 


rickſters, by making their own Contrivances inſtrumen- 
in it, and by ordering, as in the Fable, that their 
ickedneſs may fall upon their own Head. 


nes Lex eſt juſtior ulla 
Quam necis artifices arte perire ſud. Ovid. 


urping Knaves to be caught in their own Traps. 


FAB. 


'Tis for this reaſon, that the greater Part of Mankind 


to do wrong; and accordingly they ſubmit themſelves 


ting as it were in Perſon, and puniſhing Cheats and 


ne would not defire a more ſtrict Puniſhment, than for- 


* 
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FAB. CXI. Mercury and the Woodman, 


Man was felling a Tree on the Bank of a Rive: 

and, by chance, let his Hatchet flip out of his Hu 
which dropt into the Water, and Anme bunch Cark to th 
Bottom. Being therefore in great Diſtrefs for the loſs 
his Tool, he ſate down and bemoan'd himſelf moſt |; 
mentably. Upon this, Mercury appear'd to him, a 
being infarm'd of the cauſe of his Complaint, div 
the Bottom of the River, and coming up again ſtew 
the Man a golden Hatchet, demanding if that wer 
his. He denied that it was. Upon which Mercury dirt 
a ſecond time, and brought up a filver one. The Mn 
rcfus'd it, alledging lixewife that this was not his. f. 
div'd a third time, and fetch'd up the individual Hatcix 
the Man had loſt; upon Sight of which the poor Wired 
was over joy'd, and tobk it with all Humility and Thark 
fulneſs. Mercury was ſo pleas'd with the Fellow's Hr 
neſty, that he gave him the other two into the bargz!, 
as a Reward for his juſt dealing. The Man goes to | 
Companions, and giving them an Account of what i 


ha ppend 


ill. 


Vretd 
"hank 
8 He 
argat, 
to | 
at h 


ppell G 


A#$OPs FABLES. 201 


f uppen d, one of them went preſently to the River's ſide, 
End let his Hatchet fall deſignedly into the Stream. Then 
prting down upon the Bank, he fell a roaring and bawling 
&s if he had been ſtuck, for the Loſs of his Implement. 


1 ercury appear d as before, and diving, brought him up a 


bolden Hatchet, asking it that were the Hatchet he loſt. 

| ranſported at the precious Metal, he anſwer'd, Yes; and 

Went to ſnatch it greedily. But the God deteſting his a- 

bominable Impudence, not only refus'd to give him that, 
ut would not fo much as let him have his own Hatchet 
gam. a 

iv APTPLICATION. 


E Notwithſtanding the Proneneſs of Mankind to do Evil, 
nd the Account which ſome find in playing che Knave, 
et there cannot be invented a more true and reaſc able 
Maxim than that by which we are aſſur d that Honeſty is 
be beft Policy, If we conſider it in reſpe& of the other 
orld, there never was a Religion but ſtrictly requir'd it 

f its Votaries; If we examine it upon account of this, 

e ſhall find that the honeſt Man, provided his other Ta- 

ts are not deficient, always carries the Preference in 


r Eſteem, before any other, in whatever Buſtneſs he 


inks fit to employ himſelf. 


KF FAB. 
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FAB. CXII. The creaking Wheel, 
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IIE Coachman, hearing one of the Wheels of hi hing 
Coach creak, was ſurpriz'd; but more eſpecially wha econ 
he perceiv'd that it was the worſt Wheel of the whorWeficic 
Set, and which he thought had but little Pretence tom eq: 
ſuch a Liberty. But, upon his demanding the Reaſon e t 
why it did ſo, the Wheel replied, that it was natura i {p"'!ec 
People, who labour'd under any Affliction or Infirmity, u poiſer 
complain. put 
Te APPLICATION. 


| 

ES; 
Tho' we naturally deſire to give Vent to the fullnels d | 
our Heart when it is charg'd with Grief, and tho' by, 
tering our Complaints we may happen to move the Cos. 
paſſion cf thoſe that hear us, yet, every thing confer, 
it is belt to repreſs and keep them to our ſelves; cr, 17 
we muſt let our Sorrow peak, to take care that it is done 
Solitude and Retirement. What the Poets mention 4! 
uſual Thing with Lovers, would not be amiſs in tho! 
who aig under any froward Calamity which cannot! 
kept quict, to utter it to the Woods and Mountains, 5 
: 1 
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to call the Rocks and Rivers to witneſs to the Cruelty 
Jof their Deſtiny : That is, if they muſt ſhew any Weak- 
Iveſs or Impatience under the Preſſure of adyerſe Fortune, 
to do it as privately and ſecretly as they can. For tho” the 
ECommiſeration of a ſoft-hearted Perſon may be drawn 
Worth ſometimes by imparting the Bitterneſs of our Con- 
Arion yet all thoſe who are acquainted with this old ſaying, 


Cura leves loquuntur; ingentes ſtupent. 


will be apt to think us troubleſom and importunate; and 
onclude that, if our Hardſhips were ſo great as we would 
ive People believe, we could not bear to talk of them 
ſo frequently and abundantly, as ſometimes we do. 
But beſides, nothing is more generally true than that it 
is much happier for us to ſhare the Envy than the Pity of 
Mankind. And if the firſt of theſe is by no means eligi- 
ple if we could avoid it, how much more ought we to 
ake care to give as little Occaſion as poſſible tor the lat- 
er? Scarce any one is envied without poſſeſſing ſomes 
hing valuable, or at leaſt defirable; but, we no ſooner 
Sccome Objects of Pity, than we are found aut to be 
eficient in ſome reſpect or other, and perhaps unfit and 
nequal for the Company and Acquaintance, with which 
we formerly convers'd. Upon the whole, tho' we are 
pitied, we ſhall be never the more eſteem'd for being 
poiſerable; and if we can but appear happy, ten to one 
put we ſhall be beloved of courſe, | 
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FAB. CXI1I. The Man and his Rowen Gog 
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bes Man we fark a nden God, worſhip'd it every Dy; 
and, among other things, pray d particularly for 
Wealth, becauſe his macs ook. were but low, By 
when he had continu'd to do this for many Days to no 


Purpoſe, in a Paſſion at the Diſappointment, he took the 


Image by the Legs, knock d it againſt the Pavernent, ni 
broke it in pieces; upon which, a great Quantity of Js 
ny, which had been inclos d within it, flew about tic 
Room. The Man no ſooner perceiv'd this, but, addreſſing 
himſelf to the Idol, Thou obſtinate, perverſe Deity, fs 
he, who, while I humbly beſought thee, hadſt no regzi 
to my Prayers, but new thou art us'd ill and broken to 
Pieces, doſt pour forth good things in even a greater 
bundance than I could defire. 


Iv AFPLICATION. 


This is a Fable of a very extraordinary Compoſition 
if, as the ancient Mythologiſts ſay, it is deſign d to fy: 
nify no more than, That where fair means will not de, 
foul muſt be us'd, Indeed ſome Natures are fo ve! 

roupt 
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Pogh and untractable, that gentle Uſage and moderate 
Treatment are thrown away upon them; they muſt be 
rought upon, like ſtubborn Metals, by Blows frequen 

1 heartily applied. Bur what has all this to do wit 
Religion and the Worſhip of God? I muſt confeſs, I 
now not, unleſs we confider it in this Light, That the 
doration of Images is the moſt ſtupid part of Religion 
at ever was invented. How any of the ſober ſenſible 
eithen World could be deluded ſo as to give into ſuch 
0 uareaſonable Piece of Devotion, is aſteniſhing ; or how 
$| could ſuppoſe that a ſenſeleſs Stock, or Stone, which 
$:d neither Lite nor Motion in it, could underſtand their 
Comphints and redreſs their Grievances : ſuch a Suppo- 
oa muſt be monſtrouſly abſurd and fooliſh. But what 
Jes muft we think of thoſe Chriſtians who blindly run 
J the fame Practice? Tho' they have an acknowledg'd 
af Wind received Command from the God they worſhip, 
| {WSlolutely forbidding it. What was only Stupidity in the 
eathens, in them is groſs Wickedneſs and prophane im- 
dent Impiety. But the People who can be made to 
leve that this is right, may be taught to {wallow any 
ing, and conſequently are the fitteſt Tools to carry on 
Trade of Prieſtcratt. 


0, BF | FAB, 
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FAB. CXIV. The Kid and the Wolf 


N —— — 
7 


nne 
nnn — 
„ 
„„ 


„ 


FF 
iin 


„ 
— um/:ẽſꝑ 6 


A Kid being mounted upon the Roof of a Barn, wi 
ſeeing a Wolf below, loaded him with all manner g 
Reproaches. Upon which, the Wolf, looking up, repiel 
Don't value your felt, vain Creature, upon thinking yo 
mortify me; for I look upon this ill Language not « 
coming from you, but from the Place which protects jou 


Te APEFLICATION:; 


To rail and give ill Language is very unbecoming, 0 
only Gentlemen in particular, but Men in peneral: 10 
can we eaſily determin whether Courage or Manners at 
moſt wanting, in the Perſon who is given to uſe i: 
Now, when any one is ſo ſcreen'd and protected by th 
Place he is in, that he may commit ſuch Indecencies wit 
Impunity, however his Carcaſs may eſcape ſcot- free, yt 
be is ſure to pay for it in his Reputation; it being in. 
poſſible we ſhould think him a Man of Honour, wh: 
endeavours to wound us from the Advantage of the fle 
in which he happens to be, and refuſes to engage us upd! 
equal Terms, 
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$ whenever therefore we are attacked by One whom the 
,mpany We are in. or ſome other Circumſtance, makes 
improper or impracticable for us to come at, let us 
= WT icy curb our Paſſions of Reſentment, by conſidering, 
te it is not the filly Perſon who ſpeaks, but ſome fitua- 
= Won, by which he is ſecur'd, that utters the Reproach 
ainſt us. The ſame Reflection may ſerve alſo to divert, 
22d of exaſperating us, at the impotent Malice of 
hoſe poor Spirits, who, at the ſame time that they take 
Novantage of a Place to brandiſh their infamous Tongues 
unſt us, ſhew how much they fear us, and that they 
ef not do it, unleſs they knew themſelyes to be out of 
de Reich of our Reſentment, 


FAB. CXV. The judicious Lion. 
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9 L/ Lion having taken a young Bullock, ſtood over and 
nx Was juſt a going to deyour it, when a Thief ſtept 


who and cried Halves with him. No Friend, ſays the Lion, 
'] ox ou are too apt to take what is not your Due, and therefore 
po: WY ſhall have nothing to {ay to you. By chance a poor ho- 
Peſt Traveller happen'd to come that way, and ſeeing the 

ion, modeſtly and timorouſly withdrew, intending to go 

er another 
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another way. Upon which, the generous Beaſt, wich. 
courteous affable Behaviour, deſird him to come forwy! 
and partake with him, in that to which his Modeſty uy 
Humility had given him fo good a Title. Then, divi4, 
the Prey into two equal Parts, and feaſting himſelf wal. 
one of them, he retir'd into the Woods, and left M 
8 clear for the honeſt Man to come in and take 1, 
e. | 


Te APPLICATION. | 

There is no one but will readily allow this Behayigy — 
of the Lion to have been commendable and juſt; . 
withſtanding which, Greedineſs and Importunity en 
fail to thrive and attain their Ends, while Modeſty ary 
and is for ever poor. Nothing is more difapreeable y 
quiet reaſonable Men, than thoſe that are petulant, (9, 
ward and craving, in ſolliciting for their Favours: u. 
yet (I am ſorry to ſay it becauſe it is true) Favours y 
ſeldom beſtow'd but upon ſuch as have extorted them h 
theſe teazing offenſive Means. Every Patron, when 
_ his real Thoughts, is ready to acknowledge thy 
the modeſt Man has the beſt Title to his Eſteem; yet vil 
ſuffers himſelf, too often, to be preyaild upon, meg 
by outragious Noiſe, to give that to a ſhameleſs aſſumi 
Fellow, which he knows to be juſtly due to the film, 
unapplying, modeſt Man. 
Horace gives us to underſtand it was otherwiſe in th 
police Court of Auguſtus; or however under the Pam 
nage and Tuition of Mecenas. For I can't but think k 
had an Eye to the Diſpoſal of ſuch Favours, when k 


Sed, tacitus paſci ſi poſſet corvus, haberet 
Plus dapis, & rixa multd minus invidiaque. 


T cannot but think it would be a laudable Thing it, 
great Man to make a Reſolution not to confer any 4 
vantageous Poſt upon the Perſon that asks for it; [ 
ſure it would fave him the Trouble of much Teazicg 
Imperwnity, aud afford him a quiet Leiſure, - 9 m 

| 8 e acanc) 
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cancr, either to conſider wich himſelf who had deſery'd 
t of their Country, or to inquire, and be inform'd by 
oe whom he could truſt. But, as this is ſeldom or never 
actis'd, no wonder that we find the Names of Men of 
tle Merit oftentimes mention'd in the public Prints, as 
anc'd to conſiderable Stations, who were uncapable of 
ing known to the Publick any other way, 
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aB. CXVI. The Wolf and the Kid. 
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HE Goat going» abroad to feed, ſhut up her young 
Kid at home, charging him to bolt the Door faſt, and 
den to no body, till ſhe her felf ſhould return. The Wolt, 
ho lay lurking juſt by, heard this Charge given; and 
on after came and knock'd at the Door, counterfeiting 
Voice of the Goat, and deſiring to be admitted. The 
id, looking out at a Window, and finding the Cheat, 
d him go about his Buſineſs; for, however he might 
zitate a Goat's Voice, yet he appear d too much like a 
olf, to be truſted, 
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The APPLICATION. 


As it is impoſſible that young People ſhould ſteer t 
Courſe a-right in the World, before they are 2cquiin 
with the Situation of the many Dangers which lien 
Way; it is therefore neceſſary that they ſhould be ur 
the Government and Direction of thoſe who are appoin 
ed to take the charge of their Education, whether thelff 
are Parents, or Tutors by them intruſted with the. 
ſtruction of their Children. If a Child has but Reaſon 
nough to conſider at all, how readily ſhould it embr:ceoiltl 1. 
Counſel of its Father! how attentively. liſten to his = 
cepts ; and how ſteadily purſue his Advice! The Fu 
has already walk'd in the difficult Wildernefs of Life, |l ? 
has obſery'd every Danger which lies lurking in the bat 
of it, to annoy the Foot-ſteps of thoſe, who never n 
the Way before. Of theſe, with much Tendernels u 
fincere Affection, he makes a Diſcovery to his Son; u 
ling him what he muſt avoid, and directing bim howt 
make a ſafe, honourable, and advantageous Journey. Wha 
therefore the Child refuſes to follow the Directions of vi 
skilful a Guide, ſo faithful, ſo loving, and ſo ſincere 14 
Friend, no wonder if ke falls into many Miſchiefs, whic | 
otherwiſe he might have eſcap'd; unpitied and unlament 
ed by all that know him; becauſe he obſtinately contemnt 
the kind Admonitions of him that truly wiſh'd and i. 
tended his Happineſs, and perverſely follow'd the Er 
amples of thoſe who decoy'd him out of the wzy e 
Virtue, into the thorny Mazes of Vice and Error. ee 
Mould Children take it ill if the Commands of their ? Wu" © 
rents ſometimes ſeem difficult and diſagreeable; perhaps ſtołn 
upon Experiment, they may prove as — and diver the C 
ing as if they had fullow'd their own Choice; This, hon: each 
ever, they may be aſſur'd of, That all ſuch Caution wt WT 
intended out of true Love and Affection by thoſe we 


210 


are more experienc'd than themſelves, and therefore bet ir A 
Judges what their Conduct ſhould be. 2 
»21pe? 
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FAB. CXVII. 
The K. the Fox, and the 3 
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cre EE uE Wolf indited the Fox of Felony, betore the 
vhic Ape, who upon that Occaſion was appointed ſpecial 
1 Judge of the Cauſe, The Fox gave in his Anſwer to the 
dis 'olf's Accuſation, and denied the Fact. So, after a fair 


re earing on both ſides, the Ape gave Judgment to this 
e pole. Tam of Opinion that you, ſays he to the Wolt, 
Neri perer loſt the Goods you ſue for: And as for you, turn- 
big to the Fox, I make no queſtion, ſays he, but you have 
ups ſtoln what is laid to your Charge, at leaſt. And thus, 
en. the Court was diſmiſs'd with this public Cenſure paſt upon 
o Fach Party. 


is to APLICATLION. 


ar A Man that has once blemiſh'd his Credit by Knavery, 
will not be beliey'd for the future, even tho* he ſhould 
ſpeak the Truth. One would think the Confideration of 
this ſhould be ſome Obſtruction to lying and cheating, 
\3 and a Diſcouragement to the Profcflors of that Faculty, 
: Whoever 
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Whoever is detected of voluntary deliberate Fal ſpond, ,| 
tho' no Cagnizance is had of it by the Public, will , 
be for ever deteſted by the honeſt diſcrete part of his a, 
quaintasce: and tho' he may eſcape all manner of ps. 
nalty from the Laws of the Land in which he lives; 50 
all that know him will lay him under a tacit privy, 
Condemnation, and treat him for ever after as an Ou. 
law, and an excommunicate Perſon. 

Cheating and Knavery may now and then ſucceed 1 
paſs Muſter with the moſt filly undiſcerning Part ot My, 
kind; but the Contrivers ot ſuch villanous Plots, why, 
ever their Advantage may be, are ſure of getting little q 
no Honour by their Exploits; and are liable to be det cht 
and expos d even by the ſimple Crew which they pradit 
upon. A very Ape knows how to diſtinguiſh, and pk 
juſt Sentence upon a Fox or a Wolf: But the honeſt ji 
Man, who is fair and upright in all his Dealings, is un. 
exceptionable to every body, and no lefs ſure of turning 
every Negotiation to his Profit, than to bis Honoy 
and Credit. A Knave has « Chance, and perhaps but 
indifferent one, ot ſucceeding once or twice, and thy 
with the moſt fookſh Part of Mankind; whereas an ho. 
neſt Man is ſure of being conſtantly truſted and wel 
eſtee m d, and that, by all wiſe and good People. 
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FAB. CXVIII. Jupiter and the Aſs. 
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po A Certain Aſs which belong'd to a Gardener, 141 Was 
1 weary of carrying his heavy Burdens, pray'd to Ju- 
wel er to give him a new Maſter. Jupiter, who is always 
tady to hear the Petitions of thoſe that pray to him, 

ve him a Tile-maker, who loaded him with Tiles, and 

ade him carry heavier Burdens than any he had hi- 

erto been us'd to. Again he came, and made Supplica- 

$01, beſeeching the God to give him one that was more 

. pid; or at leaſt, to let him have any other Maſter but 
bis. Jupiter could not chuſe but laugh at his olly; 
however, he granted his Requeſt this time alſo, and made 

Im over to a Tanner. But, as ſoon as the poor Aſs 

vas ſenſible what a Maſter he had got, he could not for- 

pear upbraiding himſelf with his great Folly and Incon- 

ancy, Which had brought him to a Maſter, not only 


1, Fore cruel and exacting than any of the former, but 
De that would not ſpare his very Hide after he was 
20. 


The 
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10 This Fable is a lively Repreſentation of the Inſti, 
Fi of Mankind; who are ſeldom or never contented wi; 
their own Lot. 
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Nemo, quam ſibi ſortem 
Seu ratio dederit, ſeu fors objecerit, illa 
Contentus vi vat, laudet diverſa ſequentes, Hor 


But, whatever Men may think, *cis a thouſand to gy 
but they know leſs of any other Way than of thy i 
which they have been bred; and if any God ſhould he 5 
ſimple as to comply with their humorous Requeſt in ia . 
a Caſe, they would probably find themſelves more a1 
Loſs, and more uneaſy in their new ſtation of Life, uu UH 
ever they did in the old; at leaſt, there is great Reaſon v 
ſuppoſe they would. The Vanity and Ignorance of h 
Men of this World are ſo great, that if every Man might | 
be what he de ſir'd, 1 verily believe no Man would | 
what he ought to be. So that it is not of leſs Importance i 
the Good of the Public in general, than our own pari. 
cular Quiet and Happineſs, that every Man ſhould be eh 
and contented with the Condition which Providence ind 
bis own Education have allotted him, 
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TAB. CXIX. The Boy and his Mother. 
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Little Boy which went to School, ſtole one of his 
School-felliows Horn-hooks, and brought it home 
his Mother; who was fo far from correCting and diſ- 
I@uraging him upon account of the Theft, that ſhe com- 
ended and gave him an Apple for his Pains. In pro- 

i of time, as the Child grew up to be a Man, he ac- 
I@om'd himſelf to greater Robberies; and at laſt being 
pprehended and gommitted to Goal, he was tried and 
@ndemn'd for Felony. On the day of his Execution, as 
Officers were conducting him to the Gallows, he was 

ended by a vaſt Crowd of People, and among the reſt 
mp Mother, who came ſighing and ſobbing along, and 

ing on extremely for her Son's unhappy Fate. Which 
Criminal obſerving, calld to the Sheriff, and beg'd 

bc favour of him, that he would give him leave to ſpeak 
Word or two to his poor afflicted Mother. The Sheriff 

1; FS who would deny a dying Man ſo reaſonable a Requeſt) 
ve him Permiſſion: and the Felon, while, as every one 
Wouzht he was whiſpering ſomething of Importance to 

| his 


1 


ample or Connivance, for moſt of the vicious Hi 
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his Mother, bit off her Ear, to the great Offence ,, 
Surprize of the whole Aſſembly. What? fay they, * 
not this Villain contented with the impious Facts wh; 
he has already committed, but that he muſt increag 
Number of them by doing this Violence to his Mothe 
Good People, replied he, I would not have ye be undg 
Miſtake; that wicked Woman deſerves this, and en 
worſe at my Hands: for it ſhe had chaſtis d and chig,j 
ſtead of rewarding and careſſing me, when in my vi 
fancy I ſtole the Horn- book from School; I had not 
to this ignominious untimely End. 


Te APPLICATION. 


Notwithſtandivg the great innate Depravity of Mank 
yet | make no ſcruple of affirming, that moſt of vl 
Wickedneſs which is ſo frequent and ſo pernicious ini 
World, ariſes from a bad Education: and that the Chi 
not only derives its ſhare of original Sin from the Car 
gion of its Parents, but is alſo oblig'd either to their h 


which it wears thro! the Courſe of its future Life, 7 
Mind of one that is young is, like Wax, ſoft and cy 
of any Impreſſion which is given it; But it is bara 
by time, and the firſt Signature grows ſo firm and ty 

ble, that ſcarce any Pains or Application can eraſe it, 
It is a miſtaken Notion in People, when they inyiy 
that there is no occaſion for regulating or reſtraining ty 
Actions of Children; which however unjuſt or win 
they might be in thoſe of a more advanc'd Age, att 
them, = ſuppoſe. altogether innocent and inoffeniy 
But, however innocent they may be, as to their Inteuti 
then, yet as the Practice may grow upon them und 
ſerv'd, and root it ſelt into a Habit, they ought to! 
check'd abd diſcountenanc'd in their firſt Efforts towns 
any thing that is injurious or diſhoneſt; that the low 
Virtue, and the abhorrence of Wrong and Opyrclinil 

may be let into their Minds, at the ſame time that til 
receive the very firſt drawn of Underſtanding, and giv 
mering of Reaſon, Whatever Guilt ariſes ow ik 
| Cigs 
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Koons of one whoſe Education has been deficient as to 
Point, no queſtion but a juſt Share of it wil! b2 laid, 
the great Judge of the World, to the Charge ot thoſe 
ho were, or ſhould have been, his Inſtructors. 


AB. CXX. The Wolves and the ſick Aſs. 
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* N Aſs being ſick, the Report of it was ſpread abroad 
it. in the Country, and ſome did not ſtick to fay that 


imagn would die before another Night went over her Head. 
ing n this, ſeveral Wolves came to the Stable where ſhe 
wunder a Pretence of making her a Viſit; but, rapping 


e, are1 
Ren! 
tention 
n und 
ht tok 
towns 


e Door, and asking how ſhe did, the young Aſs 
We out and told them, That his Mother was much bet- 
ir han they deſir'd. : 

Te APPLICA TIO N. 

The charitable Viſits which are made to many ſick 


loved le, proceed from much the ſame Motive with that 
preſin Wc h prevail'd upon the Wolves to pay their Duty to 


hat thi 
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ick Aſs; namely, that they may have the Poſſeſſion 
eir Remains, and feaſt themſelves upon the Rever- 
of their Perſonals. We cannot therefore, without 
L 7 Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, ſee theſe ſelfiſh Viſitants diſcover'd chro get 
mask of Charity, and treated with ſuch a Reſerve, , 
Neighbours of their ſort juſtly challenge. 

As a Behaviour thus groſly impertinent and of 
muſt needs be offenſive to a diſcerning Man, and mos 
eſpecially at ſuch a time as he labours under any 114; 
poſition or Pain of Body; fo is it very frequently in, 
rious to the Intereſt of him who makes ale of it, zu } 
proves to be the means of his miſſing ſuch an Inhetmua 
or Legacy, as a more diſtant and modeſt Deportmyy 
might have ſecur'd to him. A humorous Man of On 
ty, with whom I was well acquainted, left a confidey 
ble Eſtate to a young Gentleman, who had never ſp 
to him, and to whom he was no ways related, 
ſame time that he diſappointed many with whom hel 
liv'd ſo intimately, as to make them hope for conliderth 
Bequeſts from him. But it ſeems he thought eyery g 
who appear'd ſollicitous about his Health, did it wit, 
private View; and therefore, that he might be { 
no one ſhould be the better for him, who had been th, 
anxious upon his Account, he made one his Heir, t 
perhaps had never thought of him in his whole Lit: 
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AB, CXXI. The Ant and the Graſhopper. 
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N the Winter Seaſoh, a Commonwealth of Ants were 
buſily employ'd in the Management and Preſervation of 
W: Corn; which they expos'd to the Air, in Heaps, 
Ind about the Avenues of their little Country Hamlet. 
Er:hopper, who had chanc'd to gutlive the Summer, 
Nas ready to ſtarve with Cold and Hunger, approacl'd 

ith great Humility, and beg'd that they would re- 
& his Neceſſity with one Grain of Wheat or Rye, One 
Ine Ants ask'd him how he had diſpos'd of his time 
is de Summer, that he had not taken Pains and laid in a 
Wk, as they had done. Alas Gentlemen, fays he, I 

Fd aw 5 the Time merrily and pleaſantly in drinking, 
5 5g and dancing, and never once thought of Winter. 
ir be the Caſe, replied the Ant laughing, all J have 
, That they who drink, ſing and dance in Sum- 
TS nu ſtarve in Winter. 


To APPLICA TT ON, | 
Summer is the Seaſon of the Year, in which the in- 
19us and laborious Husbandman pathers and lays up 
L 2 | ſuch 
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fuch Fruits as may ſupply his Neceſſities in Winter: 
Youth is the Time of Life which we ſhould emplyy a. 
beſtow in laying in ſuch a Stock of all kind of Neced: 
ries, as may ſuffice for the craving Demands of he. 
old Age, Yet notwithſtanding the truth of this, the 
are many of thoſe, which we call rational Creatures ws 
live in a Method quite oppoſite to it, and make it th.. 
Bufineſs to ſquander away 1n a profuſe Prodigality who | 
ever they get in their younger Days; as if the luftig 
of Age would require no Supplies to ſupport it; c.; 
teaſt, would find them adminiſter'd to it in ſome ws 
culous Way. 

From this Fable we learn this admirable Leſſon, NM 
to loſe any preſent Opportunity of providing agaigftt 
future Evils and Accidents of Life. While Health, if 
the Flower and Vigour of our Age remain firm and 
tire, let us hy them out to the beſt Advantage; ti 
when the latter days take hold of us, and ſpoil us of c 
Strength and Abilities, we may have a Store moderpe. 
ly ſufficient to ſubſiſt upon, which we laid in in t. 
Morning of our Age: i 

The Ant, which is a Creature truly providett a 
laborious, has always been propos'd to us as an þ 
Nance of the Induſtry I am here recommending. Bat 
Few and Gentile illuſtrate their Reaſonings upon th 
Head, by mentioning this little Type ot ſeaſonable l. 
ligence. Solomon ſeems to be in a Paſſion with the ly 
Part of his Species, and inſtead of arguing much wit 
them, ſays in ſhort, Go to the Ant, thou Shiga 
conſider her Ways and be wiſe. Horace, inſpir'd by wil" ©? 
own good Senſe, or perhaps having this Fable in his f 
lays Fowin 


Exemplum magni formica laboris 
Ore trahit quodcunque poteſt, atque addit aceru, 
Dem ſtrut, haud ignara ac non incauta futurt, 
Due, ſimul inverſum contriſtat Aquarius annum, 
Non %{quam frorepit, (& illis utitur ante 


Lueſutrs patiens 


Whom 
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C whoever therefore think fit to ſpend the Prime of 
ir Liſe in uſeleſs Diverſions and unprofirable Amule- 
Nuts, muſt not be ſurpriz'd if, in the hoary Winter cf 

de, they find themſelves in a ſtarving unpitied Condi. 


a. 
FAB. CXXII. 
The Aſs, the Lion, and the Cock. 
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N Aſs and a Cock panes to be feeding _ 
in the fame Place, when of a ſudden they ſpied a 
approaching them. This Beaſt is reported, above all 
g, to have an Averſion, or rather Antipathy, to the 
Fowing of a Cock; ſo that he no ſooner heard the Voice 
bit Bird, but he betook hun 9 his Heels, and run 
Ny as faſt as ever he could, The Aſs, fancying he 
&: tor fear of him, in the bravery of his Heart purſu'd 
, and foilow'd him fo far that they were quite out of 
We hearing of the Cock: which the Lion no ſooner per- 
%, but he turn'd about and ſeiz d the Aſs; and juſt as 
was ready to tear him to Pieces, the ſluggiſh Crea- 
1 8 is faid to have expreſs d himſelf thus; Alas! Foo. 
_ L 3 that. 


1 8 
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that I was, knowing the Cowardiſe of my own Nau 
thus by an affected Courage to throw my ſelf into 4, 
Jaws of Death, when I might have remain'd ſecure yy _— 
unmoleſted. „ 


The A P:P-L-1C:A-T1 ON; 


There are many, who out of an Ambition to aper 
conſiderable, affect to ſhew themſelves Men of Fire, d. 
rit and Courage. But theſe being Qualities of which! 
are not the right Owners, they generally expoſe ther. 
ſelves, and ſtew the little Title they have to them, þ 
endeavouring to exert and produce them at unſcaſonabt 
Times, or with improper Perſons. A Bully, for fezr n 
ſhould find him out to be a Coward, over-aCts his F 
and calls you to Account for Affronts which a M = 
true Brayery would never have thought of. Ard. 
cowardly filly Fellow, obſerving that he may take m 
Liberties with Impunity, where perhaps the Place ot] 
Company protect him, falſely concludes from thence tu = 
the Perſon, with whom he has made free, is a prene 141 
Coward than himſelf; ſo that he not only continues li 
offenfive Raillery and Impertinence for the Preſent, u 
probably renews them in ſome Place not fo privileged y 
the former, where his Inſolence meets with a due Ch 
ſtiſement; than which nothing is more equitable in! 
ſelf, nor agreeable to the diſcrete part of Mankind. 


By ©» 
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= | FAB. CXXIII. The Ape and the Fox. 
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HE Ape meeting the Fox one day, humbly re— 
queſted him to give him a P:-:ce of his fine Jong 
uh Tail to cover his poor naked Packſide, which was 
be to all the Violence and Inclemency of the 
exther: for, ſays he, Reynard, you have already more 
a you have Occaſion for, and a great Part of it even 
$27; along in the Dirt. The Fox anſwer'd, that as to 
bs having too much, that was more than he knew; But 
it as it would, he had rather {weep the Ground with 
is Tail as long as he liv'd, than deprive himſelf of the 
Id Bit, to cover the Ape's naſty ſtinking Poſteriors. 
I Tn AF FF LEIASATI1OO.N, 


One can't help conſidering the World, in the Particu- 
| br of the Goods of Fortune, as a kind of Lottery; in 

hich ſome few are intitled to Prizes of different De- 

ees; others, and thoſe by much the greateſt Part, come 

$f! with little or nothing. Some, like the Fox, have 

ven larger Circumſtances than they know what to do 
ech, infomuch that they are rather a Charge and In- 
L 4 cumbrance, 
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cnmbrince, than of any true Uſe and Pleaſure to ten 
Others, like the poor Ape's Cafe, are all Blank; not h 
ing been ſo lucky as to draw from the Wheel of Þy, 
tune, wherewith to cover their Nakednels, and live wir 
tolerable Decency. That theſe things are left, in a g 
meaſure, by Providence, to the blind uncertain ſhu#!s g 
Chance, is reaſonable to conclude from the uncquu 1, 
ſt:ibution of them; for there is ſeldom any Repard hy 
to true Merit upon theſe Occalions; Knaves and Fg, 
ride in Coaches, while good Senſe and Honeſty wk j 
the Dirt, The all-wiſe Diſpoſer cf Events may ing 
poſſibly permit, or order theſe things for juſt and pry 
Purpoles, which our ſhallow Underſtanding is not ch: 
to fathom; but, humanly thinking, it the Riches 
Power of the World were to be always in the Hines 
the virtuous Part of Mankind, they would be morelikey 
to do good with them in their Generation, than the yi 
ſottiſh Wretches, who generally enjoy them, A tn 
good Man would direct all the ſuperfluous Part cf by 
Wealth ar leaſt, for the Neceſſities of his Fellow-Cr& 
tures, tho? there were no Religion which enjoyn's it; By 
{-ifiſh and avaricious People, which are always prey 
Knaves, how much ſoever they may have, will neue 
thirk they have enough; much leſs be induc'd by ay 
Conſiderations for Virtue or Religion, to part with th 
leaſt Farthing, for public Charity and Beneficence. 
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AB. CXXIV. The Aſs and the little Dog. 
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HE AG obſerving how great a Favorite the little 
Dog was with his Matter; how much careſs'd and 
ndied, and fed with good Bits at every Mea!; and, for 
other Reaſon, as he could perceive, but skipping and 
isking about, wagging his Tail, and leaping up into his 
aſters Lap: He was reſolv'd to imitate the fame, and 
e whether ſuch a Behaviour would not procure him the 
me Favours. Accordingly, the Maſter was no ſooner 
me home from walking about his Fields and Gardens, 
bd was ſeated in his eaſy Chair, but the Ass, who ob- 
d him, came gamboling and braying towards kim in 
very awkward Manner. The Maſter could not help 
Bughing aloud at the odd Sight. But his Jeſt was foon 
ra d into Earneſt, when he felt the rough Salute of the 
vs fore Feet; who raiſing himſelf upon his hinder Legs, 
Te aw'd againſt his Breaſt with a moſt laving Air, and 
"FF FJou'd tain have jump'd into his Lap. The good Man, 
rified at this outragious Behaviour, and unable to en- 
te the Weight of ſo heavy a Beaſt, cry'd out; upon 
L 5 which. 
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which, one of his Servants running in with a good gig 
and laying on heartily upon the Bones of the poor 3 
ſoon convinc'd him, That every one who deſires h, 
not qualified to be a Favorite. 


Te APPLICATION. 


Some Men are as engaging in their Way as little Do 
They can fawn, wheadle, cringe, or, if Occaſion requi, 
leap backward and forward over a Stick; to the great 
molument of their Maſter, and Entertainment of thy 
that behold them. But theſe are Qualifications to which 
every body can't pretend; and therefore none but the 
who have a Genius for it, ſhould aſpire at the Egg 
ment, 

Many a Man envies the Happineſs of theſe Favorit 
and would fain infinuate himſelf into the fame py 
Graces, if he did but know the Way; But, whoever hy 
a tolerable ſhare of Diſcretion, will diſtruſt his Abi it 
in this Reſpect, and modeſtly forbear the Attemor, fi 
fear he ſhould miſcarry and look like an Aſs. 

But, in ſhort, the true Moral of this Fable is, That 
very one ſhould conſider the juſt Turn and Temper t 
his Parts, and weigh the Talents, by which he hopes t 
be diſtinguiſh'd, After ſuch an F.xamination, he may the 
more certainly know how to apply them to the mol 
proper Purpoſes; at leaſt, ſo as not to hurt or even mor. 
tify himſelf by any miſtaken Addreſs, A plain, fimpl, 
honeſt Man, of blunt Manners, and dowaright late. 
grity, would make as odd a Figure in a Court, and e 
Juſt as well receiv'd, as a rough ſtupid Aſs, who ſhoul 
attempt to mount himſelf into a Lady's Lap. Tee 
Poet's Advice to an Author, to conſider before he begins 
to write, 


quid valeant humeri, quid ferre recuſert. 


may not be unaptly directed to thoſe who would pf 
a great Man's Eſteem, They muſt be prepar'd to do an 
ſuffer, perhaps, more things than they are aware pfñ in 
it may be expected they ſhould go through Buſincſs wit 
all theis Forecaſt could never ſuggeſt to them. 
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eince there is ſuch a Variety of Tempers inthe World, 
4 z no leſs multiplicity of Arts and Studies, to fir and 
ly with them, how reaſonable is it in genetal, hove 
Tach would it be for the true Intereſt of every one in 
.rticular, if Men would but be directed by the natura 
ent of their Genius, to ſuch Purſuits as are moſt a“ 
ceable to their Capacities, and to the Rudiments of E- 
ation which they have moſt ſtrongly imbib'd. 

6 


A hl inviti dices factefve Minerva. 


We, than whom none ever had a more delicate and re- 


which | 
rd [adgment, adviſes us to conſult our ſelves in all our 
„ certakings, and never to do or ſay any thing which 


des not run ſmoothly, and with the Grain. Bur the im- 
ant Article of knowing our ſelves as we ſhould do, fo 
eſſary upon 21] Occaſions, and yet ſo generally wanting, 
ilalways be a great Obſtacle to our making the World 
our ſelves fo happy, as othcrwiſe we ſhould be capa- 


: of doing. 
; FAB. CXXV. 
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4 Nee upon a time there conimenc'd a fierce War be- 


tween the Birds and the Beaſts; but the Pat, taking 
8 Advantage 
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Advantage of his ambiguous Make, hop'd, by that mea. 


to live ſecure in a State of Neutrality, and fave his Ec, Wi Pr 
It was not long before the Forces on each fide met ede 

ve Battle; and their Animoſities running very hich, 1A Der 
moſt bloody Slaughter enſued. The Bat, at the begin. e Peof 


De Bre 
WC 02.01 
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ning of the Day, thinking the Wings molt likely 
carry it, liſted himſelf among the Birds; but kept fu. 
tering at a little Diſtance, that he might the better qt. 
ſerve and take his Meaſures accordingly. But, after ſors A 
time ſpent in the Action, the Party of the Beaſts fecmin, ! 
to prevail, he went entirely over to them; and endeavours i l "oe 
to convince them, by the affinity which he had :o, 
Mouſe, that he was by Nature a Beaſt, and would alw; 
continue firm and true to their Intereſt. His Plea w 
admitted; but, in the End, the Advantage turning com. 
pletely on the ſide of the Birds, under the admirable Cor. 
duct and Courage of their General the Eagle; the Bat, t 
fave his Life, and eſcape the Diſgrace of falling into th 
Hands of his deſerted Friends, betook himſelf to Flight; 
and ever ſince, skulking in Caves and hollow Trees {| 
Day, as if aſham'd to ſhew himſelf, he never appears ti 
the dusk of the Evening, when all the feather'd Inhahi. 
tants of the Air are gone to Rooſt. 


W APPLICATION. 


For any one to deſert his Party, and turn Renegad 
either out of Fear, or any Proſpect of Advantage, 1s fo 
notoriouſly vile and low, that it is no wonder if the Man, 
ho is detected in it, is for ever aſham'd to ſee the Sun, 
and to ſhew himſelf in the Eyes of thoſe whoſe Cauſe te 
has betray d. Yet as there is ſcarce any Vice, even to be 
imagin'd, but there may be found Men who have been 
puilty of it, I believe there have been as many Criminaz 
in the Caſe before us, as in any one Particular beſides 
rotwithſtanding the Aggravation and extraordinary degree 
of its Baſeneſs. I think it with Horror, but, as truly dete. 
ſtable as this Vice is, and muſt be acknowledg'd to be by 
all Mankind, ſo far are thoſe that practiſe it from being 


treated with a juſt Reſentment by the reſt of 8 
nes 2 — | the 
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xt by the kind Reception they afterwards meet with, 
Ey rather ſeem to be encourag'd and applauded, than 
rad and diſcountenanc'd for it. 
II Demagogue, which, in plain Engliſh, is one that leads 
E people by the Noſe, is generally very expert in theſe 
Te Breaches of Honour; he ſhall deſert and redeſert half 
Loren times in a Reign, to make the moſt of his time, 
to fill his Coffers with the greater Expedition, If 
Ty thing retards bim in the Execution of this important 
Weir, rather than be diſappointed, he will rebel againſt 

e nue Intereſt of his Country; and afterwards, I know 
bow, with a skill in the Art of Corruption equal to 
E. [mpudence, impoſe himſelf again upon the ſame de- 
h ed People, and fleece them with as certain Succeſs as 
Wyre 
But, how ſtrangely ſtupid muſt that People be, who 
er ſuch thorough Conviction of the want of Virtuein 
Neſe Villains, will yet truſt their Fortunes in ſuch Hands, 
Wd by giving a large Share to feed their Avsrice or Lux- 
, empower them to gratify their inſatiable Ambition, 
& extorting the whole from them! Perhaps they may 
& deceiv'd by the Lucre of a ittle preſent Advantage, 
Without confidering, that they run a great Hazard of be- 
4 poor Slaves for Life, when they truſt the Power of 
W their Effects in the Hands of ſuch ſelfiſh uorclenting 
Pormorants. 
lf theſe Miſcreants were to ſuffer the ſame Fate with 
e Bat, and be doom'd to appear only by Candlelight, 
we ſhould ſometimes be depriv'd of very confiderable Fa- 
Es in the great diurnal Aſſemblies of the Nation. But, I 
In afraid, the Streets would rattle, as much as ever, a- 
ghts; and the great Number of Flambeaux which would 
tend the Coaches and Chairs of Diſtinction, would illu- 
Pinate the Town to ſuch a degree, as to make the In- 
Edition of Diy a very inconſiderable Penalty. 
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FAB.CXXVI. The Bear and the Bechirg, 
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Bear, climbing over the Fence into a Place win 
Bees were kept, began to plunder the Hives, : 
them of their Hony. But the Bees, to revenge he I 
ry, attack'd him in a whole Swarm together; and 100 
they were not able to pierce his thick rugged H 
with their little Stings, they ſo annoy'd his E yes and No. 
ſtrils, that unable to "endure the ſmarting Pain, vt}; In 
patience he tore the Skin over his Ears with 1s om 
Claws, and ſuffer d ample Puniſhment for the lu 
did the Bees, in breaking open their waxen Cells. 


in AF PL IC A T1 ON. 1 


Many and great are the Injurics of which ſore bs 
are puilty towards others, for the ſake of gratifyieg { 
little, naſty. Iiquoriſh Appetite, How often has an he: 
mily been plung'd in Diſgrace and Anguiſh, COD * 
of its Paughters has prov d handſome enough to c 
Jawleſs Paſſion in the Breaſt of ſome abandon'd Pe 
Quality, her Neighbour! Paris not only broke thro 
Law of Nations and Hoſpitality in the Purſuit of“ 


Qu;! A ad 
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crous Love, but involv'd his Country in a tedious 
er upon the ſame Account, and was finally the Cauſe 
its being ruin'd and deſtroy'd by the Greeks. But In- 
ces of this Nature are too trite and common to ke 
ation'd ; 

Nam fuit ante Helenam, gfe. 


There are thoſe befides, who would not ſtick to bring 
ſolation upon their Country, and run the Hazard of 
ir own Necks into the Bargain, rather than baulk a 
cked Inclination, either of Revenge, Ambition, or 
arice, But I muſt defire all thoſe who are hurried by 
h blind Impulſes to confider a Moment, before they 
aceed to irrecoverable Execution, Injuries and Wrongs 
t only call for Revenge and Reparation with the Voice 
Equity it ſelf; but oftentimes carry their Puniſhment 
Wog with them, and by an unforeſeen Train of Events, 
S rctorted at the Head of the Actor of them; and not 
Nom, from a deep Remorſe, expiated upon himſelf, by 
own Hand. | 

8 As for the Reprobates, whoſe Forcheads are harden'd 
ſich triple Braſs, and hackney'd with daily deliberate 
actice in Villany, I cannot ſo much as hope to reclaim 


— 


em by Arguments of Reaſon and Jultice; and muſt 
*, 1erctore be torc'd to leave them to the neceſſary Conſe- 
 \o-ences of Impiety. 
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FAB. CXXVII. The Cock and the Foy 
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Cock, being perch'd among the Branches of a e; n 
Tree, crow'd aloud, ſo that the ſhrilneſs of his Ven: 
eccho'd thro' the Wood, and invited a Fox to the ent. 
who was prowling in that Neighbourhood, in queſt u ind ni 
his Prey. But Reynard, finding the Cock was inaccellibs = 
by reaſon of the Height of his Situation, had recourle wil A - 
Stratagem in order to decoy him down ; fo, approach Qu 
the Tree, Couſin, ſays he, I am heartily glad to ſce 30. dn 
but at the ſame time I can't forbear expreſſing my Us mpli 
eaſineſs at the Inconvenience of the Place, which war dea 
let me pay my Reſpects to you in a handſomer Mann, Bt, wy 
tho' I ſuppoſe you will come down preſently, and ſo ti2 Wa Bai 
Difficulty is eaſily remov'd. Indeed Coulin, ſays the Cocs, ende 
to tell you the Truth, I don't think it ſafe to venture mj up 
ay de 


ſelf upon the Ground; For tho' I am convinc'd how 
much you are my Friend, yet J may have the My tortur 
to fall into the Clutches of ſome other Beaſt, and wi! 
will become of me then? O dear, ſays Reynard 1 
poll! 
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Nible that you can be fo ignorant, as not to know of 
Peace that has been lately proclaim'd between all kind 
Birds and Beaſts; and that we are, for the future, to 
bear Hoſtilities on all ſides, and to live in the utmoſt 
ve and Harmony, and that, under Penalty of ſufferin 
ſcyereſt Puniſhment that can be inflicted? All this 
le the Cock ſeem'd to give little Attention to what 
vs ſaid, but ſtretch'd out his Neck, as if he faw ſome- 
ng at a Diſtance, Coulin, ſays the Fox, what's that 
u look at ſo earneſtly? Why, ſays the Cock, I think I 
a Pack of Hounds yonder, a little way off. O then, 
s the Fox, your humble Servant, I mu be gone. 
y. pray Coulin, don't go, fays the Cock, I am just a 
Wning down: ſure you are not afraid of Dogs in theſe 
xceable Times. No, no, ſays he; but ten to one whe- 
they have heard of the Proclamation yet. f 


in AFPELETFCA-T-I1-O-N:; 


WIt is a very agreeable thing to ſee Craft repell'd by Cun- 
$2; more eſpecially to behold the Snares of the Wicked 
Pen and defeated by the diſcrete Management of the In- 

ent. The Moral of this Fable principally puts us ih 
Ind not to be too credulous toward the Infinuatians of 
dle who are already diſtinguiſh'd by their want of Faith 
W Honeſty, It is the Nature of a wicked Miniſter of 
Wie, to plunder and devour the People, as much as it is 


bs | 
*. & Quality of a Fox to prey upon Poultry. When there- 
ae one of theſe honeſt Gentlemen would draw us into a 
y Ut @mpliance with their deſtructive Meaſures, by a pre- 
won 


ed Civility, and extraordimary Concern for our Inte- 
Wt, we ſhould confider ſuch Propoſals in their true Light, 
W 2 Bait, artfully plac'd to conceal the fatal Hook which is 
tended to draw us into Captivity and Thraldom. An 
neſt Man, with a little plain Senſe, when in Power, 
do a thouſand advantageous Things for the public 
8 and without being Maſter of much Addreſs or 
Wctoric, as eaſily convince People that his Deſigns are 
„ended for their Welfare: But a wicked faithleſs Politi- 

Wo, tho' he has the Treaſury of a Nation to bribe with, 
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i a Head as well adapted for Calculation as Sir It y, 
i ton's, and a Tongue as eloquent as ever ſpoke in g 
0 is fometimes diſappointed in his Projects, and «©; 


his Schemes; eſpecially when their deſtruct ve Tu.“ 
is ſo coarſly ſpun, and the Threads of Miſchiet 3 yp. 
large in them, as to be felt even by thoſe whoſe $6 jckens 
are ſcarce perſe& enough to ſee and underſtand ten RP" YO 
eaſy is it to put in Practice, and make Demor.t-11;0, WAP e! 
; that which is for the People's Advantage; fo difficy)., 
» ven for the greateſt Capacities, to make them ſw; 
that which is to be their Bine and Deſtruction, hen 


FAB. CXXVIII. The Cat and the Cock 
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HE Cat, having a mind to make a Meal of tt: 
Cock, ſeiz d him one Morning at unawares, a 
ask'd him what he could ſay for himſelf, why Saugt 
ſhould not paſs upon him, The Cock replied, that: 
was ſerviceable to Mankind, by Crowing in the Mora 
and calling them up to their daily Labour. That's ti 
ſays the Cat, and is the very Objection that I have agat 
you; for you make ſuch a ſhrill impertinent Noiſe tat 

Peoje 


ASOP's FABLES. 235 


de can't ſleep for you. Beſides, you are an inceſtuous 
lea, and make no ſcruple of having promiſcuous Co- 
ation with your Mother and Siſters. Well, ſays the 
k, this I don't deny, but I do it to procure Eggs and 
ickens for my Maſter. Ah! Villain, ſays the Cat, hold 
wicked Tongue; ſuch Impieties as theſe declare that 
ue no longer fit to live. 


ww AF LIGATION; 


Vhen a wicked Man, in Power, has a Mind to glut his 
W:ctite, in any reſpect ſoever. Innocence, or even Me- 
is no Protection . him. The Cries of Juſtice, 
W the Voice of Reaſon, are of no Effect upon a Con- 
Ince harden'd in Iniquity, and a Mind vers'd in a long 
ice of Wrong and Robbery. Remonſtrances, howe- 
W reaſonably urg d or movingly couch'd, have no more 
oence upon the Heart of ſuch a one, than the gentle 
ning Breeze has upon the Oak, when it whiſpers a- 
Wn its Branches; or the riſing Surges upon the deaf 
ck, when they daſh and break againſt its Sides. . 
Power ſhould never be truſted in the Hands of an im- 
us ſelfiſn Man, and one that has more regard to the 
atification of his own unbounded Avarice, than to public 
ce and Juſtice, Were it not for the tacit Conſent, 
beartleſs Compliance of a great Majority of Fools, 
\ nkind would not be rid, as now oftentimes they are, 


MM > little Majority of Knaves, to their great Misfortune. 
=" whatever People may think of the Times, it they 
eden times worſe than they are, it is principally 
ing co their own Stupidity: Why do they truſt the 


of Moment longer, who has once in j ur'd and bcuray'd 
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* Ar. Dog was ing upoe upon a Manger full of Hay. is nc 
being hungry, came near and offer'd to cat oft 2 

Hay; but the envious ill-natur'd Cur, getting up a Which 


ſnarling at him, would not ſuffer him to touch it. U 
which the Ox, in the bitterneſs of his Heart, {aid, A C 
light on thee for a malicious Wretch, who wit nig 
eat Hay thy ſelf, nor ſuffer others to do it! 


To APPLICATTO-N, 


Envy is the moſt unnatural and unaccountable of allt! 
Paſſions. There is ſcarce any other Emotion of the Vinh 
however unreaſonable, but may have ſomething ſaid vB +» 
Excuſe for it; and there are many of theſe Weakneſs 
the Soul, which, notwithſtanding the Wrongneſs ant |: 
repularity of them, {well the Heart, while they laſt, wi 
Pleaſure and Gladneſs, But the envious Man has no {ut 
Apology as this to make; the 2 r the Paſſion 1s, ! 
greater Torment he endures; and ſubjects himſelf u. 


continued real Pain, by only wiſhing Ill to others. 4 


venge is ſweet, tho? cruel and inhuman; and tb 
{026 
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Verimes thirſts even for Blood, yet may be glutted and 
ned. Avarice is ſomething highly monſtrous and ab- 
g.; yet, as it is a defire atier Riches, every little Ac- 
ligtion gives it Pleaſure; and to behold and feel the 
Mrded Treaſure, to a covetous Man, is a conſtant un- 
ying Enjoymenr. But Envy, which is an Anxiety 
ing in our Minds upon our obſerving Accompliſh- 
nts in others, which we want our . can never 
eiye any true Comfort, unleſs in a Deluge, a Confla- 
Wation, a Plague, or ſome general Calamity that ſhould 
fall Mankind, For, as long as there is a Creature liv- 
W that enjoys its Being happily within the envious 
a' Sphere, it will afford Nouriſhment to his diſtemper'd 
Wind: But ſuch Nouriſhment, as will make him pine, 
Ws fret, and emaciate himſelf to nothing, 


Invidus alterius rebus macreſcit opimts : 
Invidia Siculi non invenere Hranni 
Tormentum maj MS, 


is not in the Power of the moſt crue] Tyrant to in- 
ta Torture more painful and ſevere, than that with 
Which the envious Man puniſhes himſelf. 
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TE Dog ſued the Sheep for a Debt; of which: 


3 


Kite and the Wolf were to be Judges. They, vg pr 
out debating long upon the matter, or making any ee 
ple for want of Evidence, gave Sentence for the Pio 
who immediately tore the poor Sheep in picces, e. 
vided the Spoil with the unjuſt Judges. s 


Tw-APFLIECAT-I-O-N: 


Deplorable are the Times when open barefac'! Vin 1/20 
is protected and encouraged, when Innocence is ob nox's, 

Honeſty contemptible, and it is reckon'd criminal to 
pouſe the Cauſe of Virtue. Men originally wage 
Covenants and civil Compacts with each other for the 
motion of their Happineſs and Well-being, for the! 
bliſhment of Juſtice and public Peace. How come! 
then that they look ſtupidly on, and tamely acguiels 
when wicked Men pervert this End, and eſtabliſh : 
bitrary Tyranny of their own upon the Foun: xi 
Fraud and Oppreſſion? Among Beaſts, who are ingen 


of being civiliz d by ſocial Laws, it is no {range thing! 
| Is 
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C:anocent helpleſs Sheep fall a Prey to Dogs, Wolves 
I Kites: but it is amazing how Mankind could ever 
down to ſuch a low degree of baſe Cowardice, as to 
er ſome of the worſt of their Species to uſurp a 
ver over them, to ſuperſede the righteous Laws of 
ad Government, and to exerciſe all kinds of Injuſtice 
| Hardſhip, 1n gratifying their own vicious Luſts. It 
& be matter of great Aſtoniſnment to all reaſonable 
n, how the World could fit as idle Spectators, for 
two days, when ſuch Monſters as Nero, Caligula, 
Heliogabalus, were acting their wanton Cruelties up- 
the Stage of it. I only mention theſe for Example 
out of a thouſand Inſtances, with which Hiſtory 
ies us, of brutifh Tyrants, who have ated in Per- 
cor by Indolence or Connivance kept Favorites to do 
Wor them. Where-ever ſuch Enormities are practis'd, 
re and you will find it to be true, a few Villains 
bine together (for ſuch one may call even an Army 
ompariſon with the reſt of the Nation) to get and 
re the Power in their own Hande, and divide the 
il; among themſelves. As long as the Cauſe is to be 
only among themſelves, noqueſtion, but they will al- 
s vouch for each other. But, at the ſame time, it is 
to determin which reſemble Brutes moſt, they in 
ng, or the People in ſuffering them to act their vile 
Wil schemes. 
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Hawk purſuing a” Pidgeon over a Corn: field, wit 

great Eagerneſs and Force, threw himſelf into 1 
Net, which the Husbandman had planted there to take 
the Crows: Who being employ'd not far off, and {:cing 
the Hawk fluttering in the Net, came and took kim; 
but, juſt as he was going to kill him, the Hawk beſought 
him to let him go, aſſuring him that he was only follow. 
ing a Pidgeon, and neither intended, nor had done any 
Harm to him, To whom the Farmer replied, And what 
Harm had the poor Pidgeon done to you? Upon which 
he wrung his Head off immediately. 


ww APPLICATIODON.-- 

Paſſion, Prejudice, or Power, may fo far blind 2 Min 
as not to ſuffer him juſtly to diſtinguiſh whether be. 
not acting injuriouſly at the ſawe time that he fancies he 
is only doing his Duty. Now the beſt way of beitg 
convinc'd, that what we do is reaſonable and fit, is t0 
put our ſelves in the Place of the Perſons with whon 


we are concern'd, and then conſult our Conſcience abou! 


the rectitude of our Behaviour. For this we ny! be . 
a ſſur 
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urd of that we are acting wrong, whenever we »redoir 

y thing 10 another, which we ſhould think vi ſt it ic 
ere done to us, Nothing but an habitual Inadverten y, 
to this Particular, can be the Occaſion that ſo many in- 
vous noble Spirits are often engap'd in Courſes fo op- 
ite to Virtue and Honour. He that would ftarile if a 
tle Attorney ſhould tamper with him to forſwear him- 
If to bring off ome ſmall Offender, ſome ordinary- 
reſpaſſer, will, ſometimes without Scruple, joy n ina Vote, 
fave an impious Miniſter, or infringe the Conſtitution 
his Country, for the Lucre of a Place or a Penſion; 
hich is moſt corrupt, he that lies, like a Knight of the 
ſt, for half a Crown and a Dinner, or he that does it 
the more ſubſtantia] Conſideration ofa thouſand Pounds 
Year? Which wou'd be doing the moſt ſervice to the 
ublic, giving true Teſtimony in a Cauſe between two 
ate Men, againſt one little common Thief, who has 
de a gold Watch; or voting honeſtly and courageouſly 
inſt a great Rogue of State, who has gagg'd and bound 
e Laws, and ſtript the Nation? Let thoſe, who intend 
 a& juſtly, but view things in this Light, and all would 
well. There would be no Danger ot their oppreſſing 
hers, or Fear of their being oppreſe'd themſelves. 
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Hawk purſuing a” Pidgeon over a Corn-field, wit 

great Eagerneſs and Force, threw himſelf into! 
Net, which the Husbandman had planted there t9 tk: 
the Crows: Who being employ'd not far off, and {:cirg 
the Hawk fluttering in the Net, came and took kim; 
but, juſt as he was going to kill him, the Hawk belought 
him to let him go, aſſuring him that he was only folow. 
ing a Pidgeon, and neither intended, nor had done an 
Harm to him. To whom the Farmer replied, And what 
Harm had the poor Pidgeon done to you? Upon which 
he wrung his Head off immediately. 


Tn APPLICATION. 

Paſſion, Prejudice, or Power, may ſo far blind 2 Mn 
as not to ſuffer him juſtly to diſtinguiſh whether be. 
not acting injuriouſly at the ſame time that he fancies de 
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is only doing his Duty. Now the beſt way of bc"; 
convinc'd, that what we do is reaſonable and fit, is 0 
put our ſelves in the Place of the Perſons with whom 
we are concern'd, and then conſult our Conſcience abo!! 
the rectitude of our Behaviour. For this we mar te 
afford 
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ſur'd of that we are acting wrong, whenever we vredoir g 

y thing o another, which we ſhould think dn ſt it ic 
ere done to us. Nothing but an habitual Inadverten y. 
s this Particular, can be the Occation that (o many in- 
W-nv0us noble Spirits are often engag'd in Courſes fo op- 
Wore to Virtue and Honour, He that would ſtar le if a 

tle Attorney ſhould tamper with him to forſwear him- 

If to bring off ome ſmall Offender, ſome ordinary- 
eſp⸗ſſer, will, ſometimes without Scruple, jozn ina Vote, 
fave an impious Miniſter, or infringe the Conſtitution 
his Country, for the Lucre of a Place or a Penſion. 
hich is moſt corrupt, he that lies, like a Knight of the 
ſt, for half a Crown and a Dinner, or he that does it 
the more ſubſtantial Conſideration ofa thouſand Pounds 
Year? Which wou'd be doing the moſt ſervice to the 
ec, giving true Teſtimony in a Cauſe between two 
| Ig Men, againſt one little common Thief, who has 
ee a gold Watch; or voting honeſtly and courageouſly 
iiſt a great Rogue of State, who has gagg'd and bound 
e Laws, and ſtript the Nation? Let thoſe, who intend 
 a&t juſtly, but view things in this Ligbt, aud all would 
well, There would be no Danger ot their oppreſſing 
hers, or Fear of their being oppreſs d themſelves. 
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UID, one ſultry Summer's Noon, tir'd wih 2; 
and faint with Heat, went into a coo] Grotto ton 
pole himſelf, which happen'd to be the Cave of Hen 
je threw himſelf careleſly down on the Floor, and! 
Quiver turning topſy turvy, all the Arrows fell out 1 
m1; \gled with thoſe of Death, which lay ſcatter'd up u 
down the Place. When he awoke, he gather 'd theme 
as well as he could; but they were ſo intermingled, ti 
ho he knew the certain Number, he could not Wy 
{{tinguiſh them; from whence it happen'd that he 109 
up ſome of the Arrows which belong'd to Peas, ani 
ſoveral of his own in the Room of them. This is t 
Cauſe that we, now and then, ſee the Hearts of the d 
and decrepit transfix'd with the Bolts of Lore, and, v 
equal Grief and Surprize, behold the youthful bloom 
Part of our Species {ſmitten with the Darts of Dea 


The AP PEL TCAT-4$-Q-N: 


If we allow for this Fable's being written by 3 Ha 


then, and according to the Scheme of the ancient "op 
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Theology, it will appear to be a pretty, probable Solution 
of ſome parts of the Diſpenſation of Providence, which 
otherwiſe ſeem to be obſcure and unaccountable. For, 
when we ſee the young and the old fall promiſcuouſly 
by the Hand of Death, and at the ſame time conſider 
that the World is govern'd by an all-wiſe Providence, we 
are puzzled how to account for ſo ſeemingly prepoſterous 
and unnatural a way of working. We ould look upon 
z Gardener to be mad, or at leaft very ſimple and capri- 
cious. who, when his young Trees are juſt arriv'd to a 
degree of bearing, ſhould cut them down for Fuel; and 
chuſe out old, rotten, decay d, ſapleſs Stocks, to graft and 
inoculate upon: Yet the irregular Proceedings of thoſe 
wo Levellers, Love and Death, appear to be every jot as 
ddd and unreaſonable, 

However, we muſt take it for granted, that theſe 
hings, tho' the Method of them is hidden from our 
WL yes, are tranſacted after the moſt juſt and fir Manner 
Imaginable, But, according to common Senſe, and a 
uman Way of thinking, it is cruel that Death ſhould be 
uffer'd to make ſuch wndiſtinguviſh'd Havock in the World: 
per, at the ſame time, it is juſt as ſhocking and unnatural 
0 ſee ond Age 11d betwixt a pair of Wedding ſheets, as 
tis for Youth and Beauty to be lock'd up in the cold 
Lmbraces of the Grave. 
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HE Ant, compelłd by Thirſt, went to drink in 4 
clear purling Rivulet; but the Current, with its cir 
cling Eddy, ſnatch'd her away, and carried her down the 
Stream. A Dove, pitying her diſtreſſed Condition, cropt 
a Branch from a neighbouring Tree, and let it. fall intothe 
Water, by means of which the Ant fav'd herſelf and pot 
aſhore. Not long after, a Fowler, having a Deſign upon 
the Dove, planted his Nets, and all hislittle Artillery in due 
Order, without the Bird's obſerving what he was about; 
which the Ant perceiving, juſt as he was going to put 
his Deſign in Execution, ſhe bit him by the Heel, and 
made him give fo ſudden a Start, that the Dove took the 
Alarm, and flew away, 


Te APPLICATION. 


One good Turn deſerves another; and Gratitude is ei- 
cited by fo noble and natural a Spirit, that he ought ts 
be look'd upon as the vileſt of Creatures, who has 11 
Ser ſe of it. It is indeed, ſo very juſt and equitable 4 


thing, and ſo much eyery Man's Duty, that it ſhould an 
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be mention'd as ſomething meritorioue, or that may 
dum Praiſe and Admiration; any more than a Man ought 
to be rewarded or commended tor not killing his Father, 
or firing his Neighbour's Houſe, The bright and ſhining 
piece of Morality therefore, which is recommended to 
us in this Fable, is ſet forth in the Example of the Dove, 
who without any Obligation or Expectation, does a vo- 
unrary Office of Charity to irs Fellow- creature in Di- 
trels, The conſtant and uninterrupted Practice of this 
Virtue, is the only thing in which ws are capable of im. 
ting the great Au hor of our Being: Who, beſides the 
many Precepts he has given to entorce this Dutv, ud 
this Expreſſion as a common Saving. It is me bleu to 
pie than to receive. We are oblig'd to St. Paul tor this 
Supplement to the Goſpel, noue uf the Evaageliſts hiv- 
ing taken Notice of it. 


FAB. CXXXIV. Eagle and the Crow 


A N Eagle flew down from the Top of a high Rock 


and ſettled upon the Back of a Lamb; and then in- 
ſtantly flying up into the Air again, bore his bleating Prize 
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M 3 


loft in his Pounces. A Crow, who fate upon an Elm, 
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and beheld this Exploit, reſolv'd to imitate it; fo flyim 
down upon the Back of a Ram and intangling his Claws in 
the Wool, he fell a chattering and attempting to fly; 5) The 
which means he drew the Obſervation of the Shepherd 
upon him, who finding his Feet hamper'd in the Fleece dg 
the Ram, calily made a Prey of him, and gave him to his 
Boys for their Sport and Diverſion. 


The APPLICATION. 


Every Quality that is excellent and commendable, js 
not however always a proper Object for our Imitation. 
We ought to ſtate our own Account honeſtly and fairly, 
that we may fee what our Abilities are, and how our 
Circumſtances ſtand; Otherwiſe, we may not only be. 
come ridiculous to others, but prejudicial to cur ſelyes 
by ſome aukward and ill-judg'd Emulation; tho' it kap. 
pen to be in a Qualification truly laudable and great. |: 
behaves every Man to exert a good ſhare of Induſtry t 
wards the Advancement of his Intereſt, ar, if he pleaſes, Mitts 
of his Reputation, But then EEE 


Metiri fe quemque fro modulo ac pode verum oft, Hor, 


it is highly-nec: ſary that he does this with a true Re. 
gerd o his own Capacity, and without any Danger ot 
expoſing or embarraſſing himſelf in the Operation. 
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FAB. CXXXV. 
The envious Man and the covetous. 


A N envious Man happen'd to be offering up his Prayers 
to Fupiter, juſt in the Time and Place with a covc- 
ous miſerable Fellow, Jupiter, not caring to be trouble 
vith their Impertinences himſelt, ſent Apollo to examin the 
Merits of their Petitions, and to give them ſuch Relict as 
e ſhould think proper. Apolio therefore open d his Com- 
miſſion, and withal told them that, to make {hort of the 
Matter, whatever the one ask d, the other ſhould have :t 
ouble. Upon this the covetous Man, tho' he had 4 
thouſand things to requeſt, yet forbore to ask firſt, hoping 
o receive a double Quantity, for he concluded that a1 
Men's Wiſhes {ympathiz'd with his. By this means the 
envious Man had an Opportunity of preferring his Peti:ion 
firſt, which was the thing he aim'd at; ſo without much 
Helitation, he pray'd to be reliev'd, by having one of his 
Eyes put out; knowing, that of conſequence, his Com- 
panion would be depriv'd of both. 
M 4 Tye 
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248 SO P' FABLES. - 
The APPLICATION. ond time | 
In this Fable, the Folly of thoſe two Vices, Envy we" him. 
Avarice, is fully expos'd, and handſomly rallied. y t him 
Miſer. tho' he bis the Riches of the World, withoMConveriatic 
ſtint, laid open to his Choice, yet dares not name th 
Sum, for fear another ſhould te richer than himſclf. Th th 
Advantage of a double Quantity, by receiving laſt, hp 5 
what he can't bear to loſe; and he fares accordingly. Th phich W : 
envicus Man, tho' he has a Power of calling for good nas 
Things without meaſure to himſelf or others, yet WW ð⁴•ön. en * i 
this happy Privilege, and is content to puniſh himſelf h {beach 
a very preat Lofs, even that of an Eye, that he my of Da 
bring down a double Portion of the like Calimity up? Pe. tt 
another, Theſe are the true Tempers of the covetoy dy 
and eryious; One can ſcarce determin whether they e * 
more miſchievous to themſelves, or the Publick ; but ji 7 
is manifeſt, that they are highly noxious to both, ai — 
ſuculd be treated accordingly. vu 
eaſy pract 
FAB. CXXXVI. The Fox and the Lion, Nbechee 
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HE firſt time the Fox ſaw the Lion, he fell down :t 
his Feet, and was ready to dye with Fear. I he ſe 
core 
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ond time he took Courage, and could even bear to look 
n him. The thirdtime he had the Impudence to come 
p to him, to ſalute him, and to enter into familiar 
nycrlation with him. h 


APPLICATION. 


From this Fable we may obſerve the two Extremes in 
rhich we may fail as to a proper Bebaviour towards our 
uperiours. The one, is a Baſhfulneſs proceeding either 
f:om a vicious puiity Mind, or atimorous Ruſticity. The 
ther, an over-bearing Impudence, which aſſumes more 
than becomes it, and ſo renders the Perſon inſufferable 
o the Converſation of well-bred reaſonable People. But 
here is this Difference between tke Baſhfulneſs that ariſcs 
from a want of Education, and the Shamfacedneſs that 
accompanies conſcious Guilt; the firſt, by a continuance 
of Time, and a nearer Acquaintance, may be ripen'dinto 
proper liberal Behaviour; the other no ſconer finds an 
eaſy practicable Acceſs, but it throws off all manner of 
Reverence, grows every day more and more familiar, and 
ranches out into the utmoſt Indecency and Irregularity. 
Indeed there are many Occaſions which may happen to 
aſtan Awe, or even a Terror upon our Minds at firſt 
View, without-any juſt and reaſonable Grounds: but up- 
on a little Recollection, or a nearer Inſight, we recover 
our ſelves, and can appear indifferent and unconcern'd, 
where, before, we were ready to fink under a Load ot 
Diffidence and Fear, We ſhould, upon ſuch Occafions. 
ule our Endeayours to regain a due degree of Steadineſs 
and Reſolution ; but, at the ſame time, we muſt have 2 
cire that our Efforts in that reſpe& don't force the Bal- 
ance too much, and make it riſe to an unbecoming Free- 
wm, and an offenſive Familiarity, 
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FAR. CXXXVIL — - ſſo 
The Geeſe and the Cranes. 1.0 
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Flock of Geeſe and a Parceł of Cranes us'd often tg 

feed together in a Corn-Field, At laſt, the Owne 
of the Corn, with his Servants, caming upon them of; 
ſudden, ſurpriz'd. them in the very Fact; and the Geeſe, by 
ing heavy, fat, tull-bodied Creatures, were moſt of then 
Sufferers; but the Cranes, being thin and light, eaſily flew 
away, 

WW -APFFELICATION: 


When the Enemy comes to make a Seizure, they ws 
ſure to ſuffer moſt whoſe Circumſtances are the riche! 
and fatteſt. In any caſe of Perſecution, Money hang 
like a dead Weight about a Man; and we never tee] Gol! 
fo heavy, as when we endeavour to make off with ir. 

Therefore wiſe and politic Miniſters of State, whene 
ver they ſee a Storm begin to gather over their Heads 
always take care to unlace themſelves of a good part o 
their Cargo; and, by this means, ſeldom find but - 

| B, 
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laſts of Obloquy, thro' which they are to make their 
Way, are leſs deaf and inexorable than the ſtormy Waves 
of the Ocean. 

Indeed Poverty has always been look'd upon as one of 
the greateſt Crimes and Reproaches that a Man could be 
puilty of; but then, theſe fort of Criminals have this Ad- 
vantage, that no one thinks fit to treat them with any 
thing worſe than Contempt: whereas, if any Pretence 
can be found to fall upon the Man that is rich, it is a Mi- 
racle if he eſcapes with both Lite and Mony. 

Now, as to calling State Criminals to Account, the 
Caſe very nearly reſembles that in the Fable; thoſe who 
re moſt heavy laden with the Spoils of the Nation, 
keuld be caught firſt and puniſh'd moſt, When their 
Goik is ſubſtantial enough to hang about them, and 
weigh them down, Providence feems to mark. them out 
fer a Capture; and when the Perquiſites of their Ava- 
rice procure Juſtice to be done vpon them, it looks l 
Ray of Equity, darted from the great Tribunal of the 
Univerſe, 


1 . . a 

u ſhort, Riches are like the Baggage of an Army. 
vhich the Romans call'd Imfedimenta; very uſetul, while 

oe lye in quiet Poſſeſſion ot the Camp, or are power a} 


noyeh to defie the Enemy; but when once we are put 
o the Rout, if we would get off with our Lives or 
bert es, ve mult quit our baggage as ſoon as poſſih le, 
ad leave it tor Plunder to our Purtuers. Nay, howeve: 
rongly intrench'd we may think our ſelves, as long 43 
loney is in the Cale, it is good to look about us for fen 
{ Surprize: For, after ail, he that does not upon O2 
on, make himſelf Wings with his Riches to fly off 
ith, deſerves to be puriſh'd, like a Goole as he is, for 
5 Heavineſs. 
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HE Horſe, adorn'd with his great War-Saddic, any 
champing his foaming. Bridle, came thundring along 
the Way; and made the Mountains eccho with his loud 
ſhriti Neighing. He had not gone far before he overtook 
an Aſs, who was labouring under a heavy Burden, and 
moving ſlowly on in the fame Track with himſelf. Im- 
mediately he call'd out to him, in a haughty imperiou; 
Tone, and threaten'd to trample him in the Dirt, if he 
did not break the Way for him. The poor patient Ak, 
not daring to diſpute the Matter, quietly got out of his 
Way as faſt as he could, and let him go by. Not long 
after this, the ſame Horſe, in an Engagement with the E 
nemy, happen'd to be ſhot in the Eye, which made him 
unfit for Shew, or any military Buſineſs: ſo he was (tript 
of his fine Ornaments, and ſold to a Car-man. The Als 
meeting him in this forlorn Condition, thought that now 
it was his Turn to inſult; and ſo, ſays he, Hey Day! 
Priend, is it you? Well, I always belicy'd that Pride ol 
yours would come to ſuch End. - 
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Te APPLICATION. 


Pride is a very ſi ly deteſtable Vice: many People fall 
ino it unawares, and are of en led into it by Motives, 
which, if they conſidered Things rightly, wogld make 
them abhor the very Thoughts of it. There is no Man 
that thinks well ot himſelf, but deſires that the reſt of 
the World ſhould think ſo too. Now e'tis the wrong 
Meaſures we take in endeavouring after this, that expoſe 
vs to diſcerning People in that Light which they call 
Pride; and which is ſo far from giving us any Advan- 
tege in their Eſteem, that it renders us deſpicable and ri- 
culous. *Tis an Affectation of appearing confider:ble 
tha: puts Men upon being proud and inſolent; and their 
yery being ſo makes them, in fallibly, little and inconſide- 
table. The Man that claims and calls for Reverence and 
Reſpect, deſerves none; he that asks for Applule is ſure 
to loſe it; the certain Way to get i-, is to ſeem to ſhun 
it; and the humble Man, according to the Maxims ot 
eren this World, is the moſt likely to be exalted, He 
that, in his Words or Actions, pleads for Superiority, 
and rather chuſes to do an ill Action than condeſcend to 
do a poo0d one, acts Ike a Horſe; and is as void of Rea- 
ſon and Underſta ding. The Rich and the Powerful 
want nothing but the Love and Eſtee n of Mankind to 
compleat their Felicity; and theſe they are ſure to obtain 
by a gpood-hamour'd kind Condeſcenſion; and as certain 
of being every Bodys Averſion, while the leaſt Tincture 
of over-bearing Rudeneſs is perceivable in their Words or 
Actions, What brutal Tempers muſt they be of, who 
can be eaſy and indifferent, while they know themſelves 
to be univerſally hated, tho' in the midſt of Affluence and 
Power? 

But this is not all; for if ever the Wheel of Fortune 
ſhould whirl them from the Top to the Bottom, in- 
ſtead of Friendſhip or Com miſeration, they wil meet 
with no hing but Contempt; and, perhaps, with much 
more Juſtice than ever they themſelves exerted it to- 
wards others. 
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FAB. CXXXIX. Crop of 
The Husbandman, and his Sons. Jakes” 
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Certaia Husbandman | 2 
ying at the point „ , ned 
A being deſirous his Sons gat Zi = r e AN 
entertaining Courſe of Agriculture, in which himſelf ba 4 he | 
been engag'd all his Lif , mien bußg ated in 
, 8 ife, made Uſe of this Expedientt 
induce them to it 5 ; pedicat tim; and 
wok wy . He call'd them to his Bed ſide, ni, Bank 
85 e to t Effect. All the Patrimony I have to bequeat hs 
you, Sons, is my Farm and my Vineyard, of which _ 
make you Jo nt-hei , ch! 2 dvan 
2 Y Irs, But I charge you not to let it g 
3 Occupation; for, if I have any Treaſue e fortun 
8 *. 0 2 ſomewhere in the Ground, within z A ict 
8 - urrace. T his made the Sons conclude, th: Fandit 
* of Mony which he had hid there: fo, after thei 
bn s Death, with unwearied Diligence and Application, The T. 
they carefully dug up every Inch both of the Farm and e 
þ be exce 


Vineyard. From whence it came to 
OY of the Treaſure which they . the Cr q — 
y being ſo well fir d and looſen'd, produc'd fo plenifiſ * 
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Crop of all that was ſow'd in it, as prov'd a real, and 
ut no inconſiderable Treaſure. 


reien. 


Labour and Induſtry well apply d ſeldom fail of find- 
o a Treaſure; and fince ſomething towards the Con- 
aiencies and Pleaſures of Life may be thus procur'd, 
hy ſhould we loſe and throw it away by being ſlothful 
| idle? Exerciſe is 2 great Support of Health, and 
elth is by far the greateſt fingle Bleſſing of Lite ; 
hich alone will weigh ſufficiently with any conſiderate 
an, not to let him be utterly deſtitute of Employment. 
t of all the Kinds of Treaſure which are ſure to re- 
ard the Diligence of the active Man, none is more a- 
,eeable, either in the Purſuit or Poſſeſſion, than that 
ich ariſes from the Culture of the Earth. What can 
more ſat is factory than to have our Hopes grow and 
creaſe every Day with the Product of the Ground; to 
ze our Minds entertain'd with the wonderful Economy 
f the vegetable World; our Neryes ſtrengthened, and 
jr Blood purified, by a conſtant Return of Exerciſe ; 
xd a new Reliſh given to every Meal from the Fragrancy 
f the Air, and Freſhneſs of the Soil? Add to all theſe, 
ut the Intereſt of the Husbandman is, as it were, 
anted in his Field, which will never cheat or deceive 
m; and bis Stock plac'd in a far better Fund than South. 
1a, Bank, or India; a Fund, which will bring him in 
mt, per Cent. without hurting any Body elſe; nay, to 
de Advantage and Convenience of the Publick. 


© fortunatos nimium, bona ſi ſua norint, 

A,. icolas ? quibus ipſa, procul diſcordibus armis, 
„Fadi: humo facilem viitum juſtiſina Tellus. Virg. 
k The Treaſures and Delights of Apriculture are fo vari- 
s, that they are not eaſily to be deſcrib'd, and are never 


d be excelld. They are ſcarce to be conceiv'd by one 
©] Wat bas not felt them, nor to be truly painted by any but 
> de greateſt of Poets. 
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Lion, ſeeing a fine plump Nag, had a great mind! 
eat a Bit of him, but knew not which way to g 
him into his Power. At laſt ht bethought himſelf of th 
Contrivance; he gave out that he was a Phylician, w 
having gain d Experience by his Travels into foreign Cour 
tries, had made himſelf capable of curing any fort of Ma 
dy or Diſtemper, incident to any kind of Beaſt. K 
hop'd, by this Stratagem, to get a nearer Admittance 2 
mong Cattle, and find an Opportunity to cute his . 
ſign. The Horſe, who {moak'd the Matt: „Was reſo 
to be even with him; and ſo humouring {hc Thing, 
he ſuſpected nothing, he pray'd the Lior give him | 
Advice in relation to a Thorn he had t in his For 
which had quite lam'd him. and gave grcœat Pain a 
Uneaſineſs. The Lion anſwer'd him, u all his Herr 
but, in order to it, deſir d to look vi e Foot Ur 
which the Horſe lifted up one of his Legs, and u. 
the Lion pretended to be poring ea ii) upon the .. 
he gave bim ſuch a Kick i im the ce, that quite 
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Im, and left him ſprawling upon the Ground. In the 
can time the Horſe trotted away, neighing and laughing 
erily at the ſucceſs of the Trick, by which he had de- 
ated the Purpoſe of one who intended to have trick 'd 
im out of his Life. 


 AFtLICATION. 


Tho” all manner of Fraud and Tricking is abominable, 
d utterly beneath a Man of Senſe and Honour, yct, me- 
inks Equity it ſelf allows us to diſappoint the Deceiver, 
dto repel Craft by Cunning. Treachery has ſome- 
ing ſo wicked and worthy oft Puniſhmeart in its Na- 
re, that it deſerves to meet with a Return of its own 
ind; an open Revenge would be too liberal for it, and 
othing matches it but it ſelf, However therefore little 
d mean it may be to be the Aggreſſor in this Point, 
t it cannot be inconſiſtent with Virtue to counterplor, 
d to take all manner of Advantages againſt the Man 
rho is under mining us. | 


Dolus an Virtus, quis in hoſte requirat, Virg. 


his Practice is a Mzxim which that nice Poet makes 
dr the Uſe of his good Anea;, And we may at any 
me follow the ſame Example without incurring the Im- 
nation of doing a wrong thing. 
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FAB. CXLI. T 

The Lion, he Bear, and the Fox. When Pe 
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A Lion and a Bear fell together by the Ears over the Cu. Ne tempe 

cals of a Fawn, which they found in the Foreſt, {hyſicians: 

their Title to it being to be decided by Force of Arm He yet ext 

The Battle was ſevere and tough on both ſides; and they ee to af 

held it out tearing and worrying one another ſo long, tha, ſlice anc 

what with Wounds and Fatigue, they were fo faint and upon 3 

weary, they were not able to ſtrike another Stroke. Thus, aCy to Te 

while they lay upon the Ground, panting and lolling ou: owledg' 

their Tongues, a Fox chanc'd to paſs that Way, who ſi 7 ms 

perceiving how the Caſe ſtood, very impudently ſtept in 1 18 
between them, ſeiz d the Booty which they had all thi 1 wif 

while been contending for, and carried it off, The two 26 8 

Combatants, who lay and beheld all this without having if not 

Strength enough to ftir and prevent it, were yet ſo wit ould it 

as to make this Reflection; Behold the Fruits of our Sti e Land, 

and Contention! that Villain the Fox bears away the Pra, Hear du 

and we our ſelves have depriy'd each other of the Powe be to di 

to recover it from him. av, and 
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When People go to Law about an uncertain Title, and 
we ſpent their whole Eſtates in the Conteſt; nothing is 
ore common than for ſome little pettifozging Attorney 
> ſtep in and ſecure it to himſelf. The very Name of 
a ſeems to imply Equity and Juftice, and that is the 
it which has drawn in many to their Ruin, Others 
eexcited by their Paſſions, and care not if they deſtroy 
emſcives, ſo they do but ſee their Enemy periſh with 
em. But if we lay aſide Prejudice and Folly, and think 
my of the Matter, we ſhall find that going to Lavy 

not the beſt way of deciding Differences about Pro- 
ry; it being, generally ſpeaking, much ſafer to ttuſt 
the Arbitration of rvyo or three honeſt ſenſible Neigh- 

urs, than, at a vaſt Expence of Money, Time and 

rouble, to run thro the tedious frivolous Forms, with 

hich, to favour greedy Lawyers, a Court of Judica- 

re is contriv'd to be attended. It has been ſaid, that if 

kind would but lead virtuous moral Lives, there 

ould be no occaſion for Divines; it they would but 

e temperately and ſoberly, that they would never want 
byſiciansz both which Aſſertions, tho' true in the Main, 
e yet expreſs'd in too great a Latitude. But I will ven- 
re to affirm, That if Men preſerv'd a ſtrit Regard to 
lice and Honeſty in their Dealings with each other, 
d upon any Miſtake or Miſapprehenfion, were always 
ady to refer the Matter to ditintereſted Umpires of ac- 
owledg'd Judgment and Integrity, they never could, 
any manner of Reſpect, have the leaſt occaſion for 
wyers, I verily believe that no rwo Men ever went 
d Law, but one or both Parties was either ſtupidly ob- 
nate, or raſhly inconſiderate. For, if the Cafe ſhould 
ppen to be ſo intricate, that a Man of common Senſe 
ud not diſtinguiſh who had the beſt Title, hovr eaſy 
ould if be to EO the Opinion of the beſt Council in 
e Land, and agree to determin it by that? If it ſhould 
pear dubious even to them, how much better would 
be to divide the thing in Diſpute? rather than go to 
uv, and hazard the loſing, not only the whole, but (if 
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you are caſt) an immenſe Sum of Mony beſides, 1 
ſhort, it People were but really as well-bred, as f nReſolu 
and diſerete, as they would be thought to be, no b. Matter 
would ever go to Law. am, te 


FAB. CXLII. 2 Fox and the ſick Lion! 
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] T was reported that the Lion was ſick, and the geil uch upc 


were made to believe that they could not make tiefe Chan 
Court better than by going to viſit him. Upon this, the? ? regu 
generally went; but it was particularly taken notice d pb; 
that the Fox was not one of the Number. The Lo 0 1 
therefore diſpatch'd one of his Jackalls to ſound him ab. * ad 
it, and ask him why he had ſo little Charity and Reſpect. * no 
as never to come near him, at a time when he hy We {@ co: 
dangerouſly ill and every body elſe had been to fee hinhe Foot- 
Why, replies the Fox, pray preſent my Duty to his Vuough to 
jeſty, and tell him that I have the ame Reſpett for hu bat there 
as eyer, and have been coming ſeveral times to kiſs Hulbu and 
royal Hand; but I am fo terribly frighten'd at the Mou pon the 
of his Cave, to ſee the Print of my Fellow- ſubjects Fer aud amul 
all. pointing forwards, and none backwards, that I ha 7 

n« iv 
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Reſolution enough to venture in. Now the truth of 
Matter was, that this Sickneſs ot the Lion's was only 
am, to draw the Beaſts into his Den, the more eaſily 
\ devour them. 


jp 19: A'F-P L1G AT LON. 


A Man ſhould weigh and conſider the Nature of any 
ropofal well before he gives into it: a raſh and haſty 
ompliance has been the Ruin of many a one. Tully ſays 
is Nervi & artus ſapientiæ non temere credere, the Quin- 
ſence of Prudence not to be too eiſy of Belief. The 
ever Horace, Whoſe way of thinking was ſo refin'd, and 
diſtin& from the Vulgar, tells Mecenas that, upon a 
ppoſition of the People of Rome's asking him why he 
e d from the receiv'd Notions and Opinions of the 
jultitude, he would give them this Anſwer, 


Olim quod Vulpes egroto cauta Leoni 
[8 Ke ſpondit, referam: Quia me veſtigia terrent, 
oni te adverſum ſpectantia, nulla retrorſum. 


hich is an Abridgment of this very Fable, Indeed the 
altitude think altogether in the ſame Track, and are 
puch upon a Foot. Their Meditations are confin'd in 
je Channel, and they follow one another very orderly, 
a regular Stupidity, Can a Man of Thought and Spi- 
t be harneſs d thus? and trudge along like a Pack-hoite, 
n a deep ſtinking muddy Road, when he may frisk it 
ver the beauteous Lawns,or loſe himſelf agreeably in the 
hady verdant Mazes of unreftrain'd Contemplation? No, 
te has not the Power to comply with it. Vulgar Errors 
re ſo common, and ſo great, that where-ever one traces 
he Foot-ſteps of the Many tending all one way, it is e- 
dugh to make one ſuſpect, like the Fox in the Fable, 
hat there is ſome Trick in it. The Eye of Reaſon is 
dull a and ſtupified when it is oblig'd to gaze continually 
pon the ſame Thing: It rather chooſes to look about it, 
and amuſe it ſelf with Variety of Objects, as they lye 
ſcatter d up and down in the unbounded Proſpet. He 
that goes implicitly into a thing may be miſtaken, not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding the Number of thoſe who keep him Con 
pany; but he that keeps out till he fees Reaſon to ce 
acts upon the true Maxims of Policy and Prudence, | 
ſhort, it becomes us, as we are reaſonable Creature, 
behave our ſelves as ſuch, and to do as few thing; 
poſſible, of which we may have Occaſion to repent, 
* Mouſe; | 

FAB. CXLIII. The Mice in Council, Win the * 
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THE Mice call'd a general Council; and having Ve 
alter the Doors were lock'd, enter'd into a tree C 
ſultation about Ways and Means to render their Fortune 
and Eſtates more ſecure trom the Danger of the Cx 
Many things were propos'd, and much was debated pt 
and con upon the Matter. At laſt a young Mouſe, in 
tine florid Speech made on purpoſe, concluded upon a 
Expedient, and that the only one, which was to put then 
for the future entirely out of the Power of the Enemy; 
and this was, that the Cat ſhould wear a Bell about be 
Neck, which upon the leaſt Motion would give the 
larm, and be a Signal tor them to retire into their Ude 

Th 
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his Speech was receiv'd with great Applaule, and it was 
yen propos'd by ſome, that the Maker of it ſhould have 
he Thanks of the Houle, Upon which an old grey 
Mouſe, who had fate ſilent all the while, ſtood up, and in 
mother Speech, own'd that the Contrivance was admira- 
e, and the Author of it without doubt an ingenious 
Mouſe; but, he ſaid, he thought it not ſo proper to vote 
im the Thanks of the Houle, till he ſhould further inform 
dem how this Bell was to be faſlen'd about the Cat's 
leck, and what Mouſe would undertake to do it. 


iu .AFPLLICAT-ION. 


Many things appear feaſible in Speculation, which are 
ound impoſſible when they come to be put in Pradtice. 
ut fince the Execution of any thing, is that which is to 
omplete and finiſh its very Exiſtence, what raw Coun- 
elours are thoſe who advite, what precipitate Politicians 
hoſe who proceed to the Management ot things in their 
Nature incapable of anſwering their own Expectations, 
r their Promiſes to others, O SS, Sea! who project- 
d, or under whole lands miſcarricd, thy fatal, thy im- 
ollible Scheme? Whoever they were, it 1s juſt that a 
Milllone ſhould be hung about their Neck, and they 
lrown into the mid(t ot the Sca of Waters. But what 
n u:iripe crude Reſolution is this! 

For the Fable teaches us not to expoſe our {clves in any 
f our little politic Coftze-houſe Committees, by deter- 
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Me iaing what fhould be done upon every Occurrer.ce of 
"ile-:dminiftration, when we have neithes Commiſlion, 
el or Power to execute it. He that upon ſuch Qccahons 
(8&9) udges, as a P'reſervative for the State, that this or that 
on ould be applied to the Neck of thoſe who have been 
„oy of Milmanagement, will appear fu.l as ridiculous 
the Mouſe in the Fable, when the Queſtion is ask q, 
* ho ſhall put it there? In reality, we do but expoſe our 
mew 


elyes to the Hatred of ſome, and the Contempt of others, 
hen we inadvertently utter our impracticable Speculati- 
ns, in reſpect ot the Public, either in private Company, 
r authoriz'd Aſlcmblies, 
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FAB. CXLIV. 
The Lion, the Als, and the Fox. 
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HE Lion, the Aſs, and the Fox went a hunting tt 
gether in the Foreſt; and it was agreed, that wha 

ever was taken ſhould be divided amongſt them. The 
happen d to have very good Sport, and caught a large f 
Hind, which the Lion order'd the Aſs to divide. The Af 
according to the beſt of his Capacity, did ſo, and mak 
three pretty equal Shares. But ſuch levelling Doings nat 
ſuiting at all with the craving Temper of the greedy Lion 
without further Delay, he flew upon the Aſs, and tor 
him in Pieces; and then bid the Fox divide it into two 
Parts. Reynard, who ſeldom wanted a Prompter, how 
ver had his Cue given him ſufficiently upon this Occaſion; 
and ſo, nibbling one little tiny Bit for himſelf, he !x 
forth all the reſt for the Lion's Portion. The royal Bru 
was ſo delighted at this dutiful and handſom Proof af tu 
Reſpect, that he could not forbear expreſſing the Satis 
ction it gave him; arſd ask'd him withal, where he — 
pou) 
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Balbly have learn'd ſo proper, and fo courtly a Behaviour? 
Thy, replies Reynard, to tell your Majeſty the Truth, I 
x taught it by the Aſs that lies dead there. 


APPLICATION. 


We may learn a great deal of uſeful Experience from 
de Examples of other People, if we wiil but take the 
ins to obſerve them. And beſides the Profit of the In. 
ruſtion, there is no ſmall Pleaſure in being taught any 
oper Science at the Expence of ſome body elſe. To 
is Purpoſe, the Hiſtory of former Times, as well as the 
ranſaRtions of the preſent, are very well adapted; and 
en ſo copioufly, as to be able to furniſh us with Prece- 
ts upon almoſt every Occaſion. The Rock upon which 
other has ſplit, is a kind of Light-houſe or Beacon to 
an us from the like Calamity : and by taking ſuch an 
drantage, how eafily may we ſteer a ſafe Courſe! 

He that, in any Negotiation with his Betters, does not 
ell and wiſely conſider how to behave himfclf, fo as 
t to give Offence, may very likely come off as the A= 
d: But a cool thinking Man, tho' he ſhould deſpair of 
er making Friends of People in Power, will be cauti- 
and prudent enough to do nothing which may pro- 
ke them to be his Enemies. 


ASOP's FABLES. 
FAB. CXLV. The old Lion: 
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A Lion, worn out with old Age, lay fetching his z 
Gaſp, and agonizing in the convulſive Struggles « 
Death. Upon which Occaſion, ſeveral of the Beaſts, whe 
had formerly been Sufferers by him, came and reveng! 
themſelves upon him. The Boar, with his mighty Twk 
drove at him in a Stroke that glanc'd like Lightning. 
the Bull gor'd him with his violent Horns. Which wht 
the Aſs ſaw they might do without any Danger, he ta 
came up, and threw his Heels in the Lion's Face. Upo 
which, the poor old expiring Tyrant utter'd theſe Word 
- With his laſt dying Groan: Alas! how grievous is it u 


ſuffer Inſults even from the brave and the valiant ! But to i! 


ſpurn d by ſo baſe a Creature as this, who is the Dilgra 
of Nature, is worſe than dying ten thouſand Deaths. 
F ON. 


He that would be reverenc'd and reſpected by the rt 
of Mankind, muſt lay in a Stock of Dignity of for 
kind or other; for People cannot be perſuaded to pn 
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ye liv'd in good Repute in the World, if ever we ſhould 

zppen to out-live our Stock, we muſt not be ſurpriz'd 

ve find our ſelves {lighted and affronted, even by the 
leſt Scum of the People. 

If therefore we would raiſe to our ſelves a Dignity that 
i contiaue not only to the End of our Lives, but ex- 
air ſelf far down among the Ages of Poſterity, we 
| Would take care to eſtabliſh it upon a Foundation ot Vir- 
je and Good-nature: This will not only preſerve us 
om the Inſults of Enemies, but, upon Occaſion, ſur. 


pund us with a truſty Guard of faithful and ſincere 
riends. 


AB. CXLVI. The old Man and his Sons. 
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N old Man had many Sons, who were often quar- 
relling and differing with one another. When the 
ther had exerted his Authority, and ug d other Means in 
der to reconcile them, and all to no purpoſe, at laſt he 
recourſe to this Expedient; He order'd his Sons to be 
d before him, and a ſhort Bundle of Rods to ages od 
then commanded them one by one to try if, with al] 
N 2 their 
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their Might and Strength, they could any of them brey 
it. They al) tried, but to no purpoſe; for the Rods being 
cloſely and compactly bound up together, it was impoſſo 
ble for the Force of Man to do it. After this, the Faths 
order d the Bundle to be untied, and gave a ſingle Rod u 
each of his Sons, at the ſame time bidding him try g 
break it. Which when each did with all imaginable Ea 
the Father addreſs'd himſelt to them to this Effect. 0 
my Sons, behold the Power of Unity! For if you, ij 
like manner, would but keep your ſelves ſtrictly conjoin 
in the Bonds of Friendſhip, it could not be in the Powe 
of any Mortal to hurt you. But when once the Tics dd 
brotherly Affection are difloly'd, how ſoon do you fall 
pieces, and are liable to be violated by every injurious Hard 
that aſlaults you! | 


a APLLECATFTID-NMN., 


Nothing is more neceſſary towards compleating and 
continuing the Well-being of Mankind, than their enter. 
ing into, and preſerving themſelves in Friendſhips and A. 
liances. The Safety of a Government depends chief 
upon this; and therefore it is weaken'd and expos d to it 
Enemies in Proportion as it is divided by Parties, And, 
whatever the ignorant People may think, nothing is more 
certain, than that thoſe are in the Intereſt of ſome 
other Government, who foment and keep up Party. D. 
viſions among their own Countrymen. A Kingdom di. 
wided againſt it ſelf is brought to Deſolation. And the 
ſame holds good, among all Societies and Corporation 
of Men, from the prest Conſtitution of the Nation (own 
to every little parochial Veſtry. The Peace of a Village 
depends as much upon the happy Agreement of the h. 
niiter, Church. wardens, and Majority of Pariſhioners, « 
the Welfare ot the whole Nation does upon the Har mo. 
ny of King, Lords, and Commons. But the Neceſluy 
of Friendſhip extends it ſelf ſtill farther; as it conduce 
mightily to the Advantage of particular Clans «nd Fami- 
lies, Thoſe of the fame Blood and Lineage have a nitt- 
ral Diſpoſition to unite together, which they ought, Y 
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WM: means, to cultivate and improve. It muſt be a great 


. Comfort to People, when they fall under any Calamity, 
"Mo know that there are many others that ſympathize and 
aer with them; a great Load of Grief is mightily 
eſſen'd when it is parcel'd out into many Shares. And 


ten Joy, of all our Paſſions, loves to be communicative, 
o: generally increaſes, in Proportion to the Number of 
Whoſe who partake of it with us, We defy the Threats 
ad Malice of an Enemy, when we are aſſur' that he 
nM can't attack us ſingly, but muſt encounter a Bundle of 
Allies at the ſame time. But they that behave themſelves 
ſo, as to have few or no Friends in the World, live in a 
WW rerpetual Fear and Jealouſy of Mankind, becauſe they are 
„fable of their own Weakneſs, and know themſelves 
die to be cruſh'd or broken to pieces by the firſt Ag- 
greſlor. 


FAB. CXLVII. 
The old Woman and ber Maids. 
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A Etain old Woman had ſeveral Maids belonging to 4044 
her, which ſhe us'd to call up to their Work, every l 
Morning, at the crowing of the Cock. The Wenches, . 
a 1 who 1108 
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who found it grievous to have their ſweet Sleep diſtur!{ 
ſo early, combin'd together and kill'd the Cock; thinking 
that, when the Alarum was gone, they might enjy 
themſelves in their warm Beds a little longer. The ol 
Woman, grieved for the Loſs of her Cock, and hai 
by ſome means or other diſcover'd the whole Plot, wu 
reſolv'd to be even with them; for, from that time, ſie 
oblig'd them to riſe conſtantly at Midnight. 


The APPLICATTORMN. 

It can never be expected that Things ſhould be in : 
reſpects agreeable to our Wifhes: If they are not yer; 
bad indeed, we oug*t to be contented with them; fc; 
when, thro' Impatience, we precipitately quit our pre. 
ſent Condition of Life, we may to our Sorrow find, with 
the old Saying, that S dom comes a better. Before we 
attempt any ter tion « f moment, we ſhould be certain 
what fra e it will produce; gor, when Things are already 
bad, to make them worſ- by trying Experiments, is an 
Argument of preat We-aknefe and Folly, and is ſure to be 
attended with a too late Repentarce, Grievances, if re. 
ally fuch, ouyhr by all means to be redreſs'd, provided 
we can be aſſur'd of doing it with Succeſs: But we had 
better, at any time, bear with ſome Inconveniencies than 
make our Condition worſe by attempting to mend it. 
Revolutions in a State eſpecially ſhould not be underta- 
ken, wi hout the moſt prefſiz-g Neceſſi y; there are very 
few Inſtances of their having been brought about to the 
Advantage of the whole Communi y. Kings, on the one 
fide, had better loſe a little Prerogative, or the People oz 
the other, ſuffer their Liberties to be alittle infring'd ; than 
for the one, by force of Arms, to endeavour at abſolute 
Monarchy ; or the other, by carrying their Reſiſtance too 
fa”, to hope for a mere Republic. In the grand Rebellion 
in this Nation, both King and People, alternately, fouud 
their Miſtzke as to this Point; There were undoubtedly 
Faulrs on both fides, in which both ſides were ſtill more 
faulty by the Methods they took to redreſs them: And 
this the Succeſs of their Undertakings, on both ſides, de- 
monſtrated accordingly, Both ſeem'd obſtinately bent 
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on a Revolution in two different Extremes, and both 
rally diſappointed : The King, inftead of attaining an 
Lrbitrary Power, was tried for his Life like a Criminal, 


by condemn'd and executed by the Populace; and the People, 

at inſtead of getting the perfect Liberty they aim'd at, were 

e reduc d to abſolute Slavery by a villanous Uſurper, whom 

7 they had intruſted with the Management of their Affairs. 
be 


And thus each Party, by affecting a Change, threw them- 
ſelyes, according to our homely Engliſh Proverb, On of the 
ning pai into the Fire, 


* FAB. CXLVIII. 

or The Falconer and the Partridge. 
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Falconer having taken a Partridge in his Nets, the 
Bird beg'd hard for a Reprieve, and promis'd the 
Man, if he would let him go, to decoy and entice other 
Partridges into his Net. No, replies the Falconer, I was 
before determin'd not to ſpare you, but now you have 
condemn'd your ſelf by your own Words: For he who is 
ſuch a Scoundrel as to offer to betray his Friends to fave 

himſelf, deſerves; if poſſible, worſe than Death. 
N 4 The 
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TS APPLICATION: 


However it may be convenient for us to like the Tre, 
fon, yet we muſt be very deſtitute of Honour, not t, 
hate and abominate the Traytor. And according]y H. 
flory furniſhes us with many Inſtances of Kings yy 
great Men, who have puniſh'd the Actors of Treacher 
with Death, tho* the Part they acted has been ſo cos 
ducive to their Intereſts, as to give them a Victory, a 
perhaps the quiet Poſſeſſion of a Throne. 

Nor can Princes purſue a more juſt Maxim than this: 
for a Traytor is a Villain of no Principles, that ſticks # 
nothing to promote his own felfiſh Ends; he that betray 
one Cauſe Er a great Sum of Mony, will betray anohe 
tor a greater; and therefore it muſt be very impolitic i 
2 State, to ſuffer ſuch Wretches to live in it. 

Since then this Maxim is fo good, and fo likely at f 
times to be prattis'd, what ſtupid Rogues muſt they be. 
who undertake ſuch precarious dirty Work! If they miſ 
carry, it generally proves fatal to them from one Side g 

other; if they ſucceed, perhaps they may have the pro. 
mis'd Reward, but are {ure to be deteſted, if ſufferd u 
live, by the Perſon that employs them. 

But then, how much more ſtupid, are thoſe filly dt. 
| Juded People, who truſt the Man twice, that has betray'! 
them once! Such blind Connivances, are not only wron 
in reſpect to the Prefent, but will bea ſtanding Plague to 
Poſterity, by handing down to it a Breed of wickd 
mercenary Wretches. 
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FAB. CXLIX. 
The Porcupine and the Snakes. 
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„. wanting to ſhelter himſelf, defir'd a Neſt 
8 af Snakes to give him Admittance into their Cave. 
4 They were prevaild upon, and let him in accordingly; but 4:4 
k were ſo annoy'd with his ſharp pricæiy Quills, that they {34 
bon repented of their eaſy Compliance, and intreated the uy 7. 
Porcupine to withdraw and leave them their Hole to them- | 
ſelves, No, ſays he, let them quit the Place that don't | 
like it; for my part, I am well enough ſatisfied as I am. i 
The APPLICATION. 4h 
Some People are of ſuch brutiſh inhoſpitable Tempers, A 
that there is no living with them, nor no Commerce or ble A 
Intercourſe to be maintain'd with them, without oreatly PALIN 
incommoding our ſelves. Therefore, before we enter in- 1 
to any degree of Friendſhip, Alliance or Partnerſhip, with Ma. 
any Perſon whatever, we ſhould thoroughly conſider his 1 0 1 
Nature and Qualities, his Circumſtances and his Humour. e 
There ought to be ſomething jn each of theſe reſpects, to ts 
g. tal and correſpond with our own Meaſures, to ſuit our 364 
N 5 Genius, 15 
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Genius, and adapt it ſelf to the Size and Proportion of 
our Deſires; otherwiſe, our Aſſociations, of whatever 
kind, may prove the greateſt Plagues of our Life. 

Young Men are very apt to run into this Error; and 
being warm in all their Paſſions, throw open their Arme 
at once, and admit, into the greateſt Intimacy, Perſons 
that they know little of, but by falſe and uncertain Ligh:;, 
Thus, they ſometimes r-ce've a Viper into their Boſom, 
inſtead of a Friend: and take a Porcupine for a Conſort; 
with whom they are oblig'd to cobabit, tho' ſhe may 
prove a Thorn in their Sides as long as they live. A true 
Friend is one cf the greateſt Bleſſings in Life; therefore, 
to be miſtzken or diſappointed of ſuch an Enjoyment, 
when we hope to be in full Poſſ.ſſion of it, muſt be a 
great a M rt fication, So that we cannot be too nice 
and ſcrupulous in our Choice of Thoſe, who are to be 
our Companions for Life: for they muſt have but x 
poor ſhallow Notion of Friendſhip, who intend to take 
it, like a Leaſe, for a Term of Years only. In a Word, 
the Doctriae which this Fable ſpe:ks to us, is to prepare 
us againſt being injur'd or deceiv'd by a raſh Combina- 
tion of any ſort, The Manners of the Man we deſire 
for a Friead, of the Woman we like for a Wife, of the 
Perſon with whom we would joyntly manage and con- 
cert Meaſures for the Advancement of our temporal Inte- 
reſt, ſhould be narrowly and cautiouſly in ſpected, before 
we embark with them in the fame Veſſel; leſt we 
ſhould alter our Mind when it is too hte, and think of 
regaining the Shore, atter we have launch'd out of our 
Depth, 
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FAB. CL. The Peacock and the Magpye. 
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n Birds met together, upon a time, to chuſe © 
King And the Peacock ſtanding Candidate, dii- 
play'd his gaudy Plumes, and catch'd the Eyes of the Silly 
Multitude, with the Richneſs of his Feathers, The Ma- 
jority declar'd for him, and clap't their Wings with prea! 
— ry But, juſt as they were going to Proclaim him. 
the Magpye ſtept forth in the midſt of the Aſlembly, and 
2ddreſs'd himſelf thus to the new King: May it pleaſe 
your Majelty elect, to permit one of your unworthy Sub- 
ects to repreſent to you his Suſpicions and Apprehenſions. in 
the Face of this whole Congregation: We have cholen 
you for our King, we have put our Lives and Fortunes 
into your Hands, and our whole Hope and Dependence is 
upon you : If therefore the Eagle, or the Vulture, or the 
Kite, ſhould at any time make a Deſcent upon us, 
as it is highly probable they wil, may your Majeſty be {6 
gracious as to diſpel our Fears, and elear our Doubts about 
that Matter, by letting us know how you intend to de- 
fend us againſt them, This pithy unanſwerable Queſtion 
drew 
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drew the whole Audience into fo juſt a Reflection, thi, 
they ſoon reſoly'd to proceed to a new Choice. But, from 
that time, the Peacock has been look'd upon as a yi 
inſignificant Pretender, and the Magpye eltcem'd x 


eminent a Speaker as any in the whole Air. 
The APPLICATION. 


Form and Outſide, in the Choice of a Ruler, hon 
not be ſo much regarded as the Qualities and Endoy, 
ments of the Mind. In chuſing Heads of Corporation, 
from the King of the Land, down to the Maſter of; 
Company, upon every new Election, it ſhould be inqui 
red into, which of the Candidates is moſt capable of 4. 
vancing the Good and Welfare of the wen, cng/d and 


yes of the 


upon him the Choice ſhould fall, But the 


Multitude, are ſo dazzled with Pomp and Shew, Noiſe 
and Ceremony, that they can't ſee things really as they 
are: and from hence it comes to paſs, that ſo many 4. 
ſurdities are commr'ted and maintain'din the World. Peg. 


ple ſhould examin and weigh the good Qualities of the 


Perſon, and not be impos'd upon by falſe Colours and 


Pretences of I know not what, 
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3 CLI. The Parrot and his Cage. 
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Parrot, which belong'd to a Perſon of Quality, was 
kept in a fine gilded Cage, and fed every Day with 
plenty of choice Dainties. His Cage was ſet abroad upon 
a Marble Table in the Garden, that he might enjoy the 
Light of the Sky, and the Freſhneſs of the Air, to the 
beſt Advantage. His Maſter, and all the Family, when 
they talk'd to him, us'd the moſt tender fond Expreſſions, 
and the Diſorder of his Feathers was ſooth'd with kindly 
Touches, by the fair Hand of his Lady. Yet notwith- 
ſanding this happy Situation, he was uneaſy; and envied 
the Condition of thoſe Birds, who liv'd wild in the Wil- 
derneſs, and hopt up and down unconfin'd from Bough to 
Bough. He earneſtly wiſh'd to live the ſame Life, and 
ſecretly pin d away with Grief, becauſe his Wiſhes were 
denied him. After ſome time however, it happen'd one 
Day, that the Door of his Cage was left unfaſten d, and 
the long-wiſh'd-tor Opportunity was given him of mak- 
ing a Tour abroad. Accordingly out he flew, and con- 
vey'd himſelf among the Shades of a neighb'ring Weeg 
Where 
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where he thought to end his Days in uninterrupted 8 
faction and Content. But alas! poor Pol was miſtake 
a thouſand Inconveniencies, which he never dream': a 


8. and 
ries. 
; nor. 


attend this Elopement of his; and he is now really H cor 
miſerable Creature, which, before, his Imagination en a 
made him. He is beat, and buffeted by the ſavage ln leave 7 


bitants of the Grove; and his Imitation of a human Voorouble 
which formerly render'd him ſo ageceable, does here H 


the more expoſe him to the fierce Reſentment of ti 


feather'd Nation. The delicate Food with which he u and ad 
to be fed, is no more; he is unskill'd in the Ways of pu wents 
viding for himſelf, and even ready to dye with Hunge rded. 

A Storm of Rain, Thunder, and Lightning fills al! | B. C 


Air, and he has no Place to ſcreen and protect him hi 
Feathers are wetted with the heavy Shower, and bade 
with the Flaſhes of etherial Fire. His tender Nature, bon 
in a milder Climate, could not ſtand the ſevere Shock 
he even died under it. But, juſt before he breath'd h 
laſt, is ſaid to have made this Reflection: Ah poor Pol 
were you but in your Cage again, you would never wat 


der more. 
T6. APPLICATION; 

This Fable may be a proper Leſſon to thoſe who 1 Do 
poſſeſs'd with a Spirit of rambling, and trying Exper 1 
ments. Some are ſo infatuated with theſe airy Notion Wh +; 
that tho* they have a warm Houſe over their Heads, a(J): 

a good Table to eat at, kind indulgent Parents, or fog 8 
Husbands, yet they can't be contented, but muſt {al Dal 
forth into the wide World, and paſs, as it were, into 18! \ 
new and an untried Being. What the Poet ſays of E 
Jilting Miſtreſs, 
Miſeri ! quibus intentata vibes. 

may be averr'd of any other golden Dreams of Happ. 

eſs, which we would endeavour to put in Practice 
People may have felt imaginary Inconventencies at home; 
but as they have been us'd to live in 2 Dependence upon 
others, let them but go abroad, and try to ſhift tor Fre 
TRIS | | clyet 
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. and they will, in all probability, ſoon fee] real 


ries. No Ship puts to Sea without an experienc'd 
nor do Armies take the Field, but under a Gene- 
Conduct and Courage; yet ſome Women and 
Jren are ſo perverſe and wrongheaded, that they 
leave a quiet ſafe Port and launch out into a World 


Troubles and Dangers, without the leaſt ſhare of Diſ- 
Pon to ſteer their Courſe by. How can they hope 


ſcape ſplitting upon a thouſand Rocks, who are thus 
and adyenturous! A ſevere Repentance after ſuch E- 
ments is generally as certain, as it is uſeleſs and un- 
ided, 


B. CLII. The Fowler and the Ringdove. 
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Fowler took his Gun, and went into the Woods a 
ſhooting. He ſpied a Ringdove among the Branches 
an Oak, and intended to kill it. He clap'd the Piece 
his Shoulder, and took his Aim accordingly. But, juſt 
he was going to pull the Trigger, an Adder which he 
trod upon, under the dead Leaves, ſtung him ſo ve- 
mouſly in the Leg, that he was forc d to quit * 
190, 
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ſign, and threw his Gun down in a Paſſion. The Poiſon 
immediately infected his Blood, and his whole Body begin 
to mortify : which when he perceiv'd, he could not he); 
owing it to be juſt. Fate, ſays he, has brought Deſtru. 


&ion upon me, while I was contriving the Death of 2. 
nother. 


Te APPLICATION. 


This is another Leſſon againſt Injuſtice; a Topic in 
which our juſt Author abounds. And if we conſider the 
Matter fairly, we muſt allow it to be as reaſonable th 
ſome one ſhould do Violence to us, as we ſhould com. 
mit it upon another: When we are impartial in our Re. 
flections, thus we muſt always think. The unjuſt Man, 
with a harden'd unfeeling Heart, can do a thouſand br. 
ter Things to others: But if any ſingle Calamity touches 
himſelf, oh how tender he is! how inſupportable is the 
Uneafineſs it occaſions! Why fhould we think others 
born to hard Treat ment more than our ſelves? or ima 
gine it can be reaſonable to do to another, what we our 
ſelves ſhould be unwilling to ſuffer? In our Behaviour tg 
all Mankind, we need only ask our ſelves theſe plain Que. 
ſtions, and our Conſciences will tell us how ro ck. 
Conſcience, like a good valuable Domeſtic, plays the Re- 
membrancer to us upon all Occaſions, and gives us a gen- 
tle Twitch when we are going to do a wrong Thing. It 
15 like a Guardian Divinity, and when it is proper we 
ſhould be awaken'd out of our ſtupid Errors, ſerves us 
as Apollo did the Poet 


Cynihius aurem | 

Vellit & admonutt Hor. 

It does not, like the Adder ia the Fable, bite us to Death, 
but only gives us kind Cautions. However, if we neg}.& 
theſe juſt and frequent Warnings, and continue m a 
Courſe of Wickedrets and Injuſtice, don'c let us be tur- 
p11zd if Providence thinks fit, at laſt, to give us a home 
Sting, and to exerciſe a little Retaliation upon us, 
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FAB. CLIII. The Sow and the Wolf. 
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A So had juſt pigg d; and lay in the Sty with her 

whole Litter of Piggs about her. A Wolf, who 
perfectly long d for one of them, but knew not how to 
come at it, endeavour'd to infinuate himſelf into the Sow's 
good Opinion. And accordingly coming up to her, How 
does the good Woman in the Straw do, ſays he; can I 
be of any Service to you Mrs. Sow, in relation to your 
little Family here? if you have a mind to go abroad and 
ur your ſelf a little, or ſo, you may depend upon it, I 
will take as much Care of your Piggies as you could do 
your ſelf, Your humble Servant, fays the Sow, I tho- 
rough! y underſtand your Meaning; and, to let you know 
[do, i muſt be ſo free as to tell you, I had rather have 
your Room than your Company; and therefore, upon 
the Word of a Wolf, if you intend to oblige me, I beg 
| may never ſee your Face again. 
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in APPLICATION. 


The being officiouſly good-natur'd and civil is ſony 
thing ſo uncommon in the World, that one can't hey 
Man make Profe ſſion of it, without being ſarpriz'd, o 
at leaſt, ſuſpecting the Diſintereſtedneſs of his latent 
ons. Eſpecially, when one who is a Stranger to us, 


tho' known, is ill eſteem'd by us, will be making Offer 


of Services, we have great Reſon to look to our ſelyyy 


and exert a Shyneſs and Coldaeſs towards him. We ſhoyli 
reſolve not to receive even Favours from bad kind 9 


People; for ſhould it happen that ſome immediate Miſ 


chief was not couch'd in them, yet it is dangerous 9 
haye Obligations to ſuch, or to give them an Opporty. 


2 of making a Communication with us, As Hat 
Ys, 


wn—nmnmnm—vetabo fub iſdem 
Sit trabibus. — mecum 
Solvat phaſelum. 


one ſhould, if poſſible, avoid all manner of Iatercourſe 


and Dealing with a Knave; the Houſe is not ſaſe oy 


us, nor the Ship under us, while a Villain 1s in Com- 
pany. That is, our Welfare and Happineſs are in Dar 
ger, as long as we ſuff:r a Rogue to have any thing te 


do with us, 
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4B. CLIV.The Husbandman and the Stork. 
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HE Husbandman pitch'd a Net in hie Fields to take 

the Cranes and Geeſe, which came to feed upon the 
ew - ſo wn Corn. Accordingly he took ſeveral both Cranes 
d Geeſe; and among them a Stork, who pleaded hard 
xr his Life, and, among other Apologies which he made, 
ledg'd that he was neither Gooſe nor Crane, but a poor 
rmleſs Stork, who perform'd his Duty to his Parents to 
| Intents and Purpoſes, feeding them when they were 
Id, and, as Occaſion requir'd, carrying them from Place 
0 Place upon his Back. All this may be true, replies the 
ubandman ; but, as I have taken you in bad Company, 
id in the ame Crime, you muſt expect to ſuffer the 
me Puniſhment. 


Tr APPLICATIHO N. 


If bad Company had nothing elſe to make us ſhunand 
roid it, this, methinks, might be ſufficient, that it in» 
ts and taints a Man's Reputation to as great a Degree 
zif he were thoroughly vers'd in the Wickedneſs of the 
hole Gang. What is it to me, if the Thief, who robs 

me 


234 £@£$80P' FABLES. 


me of my Money, gives part of it to build a Church MM! times, 


is he ever the leſs a Thief? ſhall a Woman's going om thei! 
Prayers twice a Day ſave her Reputation, if ſhe plays d for 
Whore, or is known to be a lying Goſſip? No; ſuc ter the 
Mixtures of Religion and Sin make the Offence but t u no H 


more flagrant, as they convince us that it was not com 


mitted out of Ignorance. Indeed there is no h, * 
without being guilty of ſome Faults, more or 1:1; whic; 
the World ought to be good-natur'd enough to overiook mne tha 


in conſideration of the general Frailty of Mankind, when 
they are not too groſs and too abundant, But, when we 
are fo abandoned to Stupidity, and a neglect of our Re 
putation, as to keep bad Company, however little we 


he Igno 
| (chief, 
eve hin 


1 | ccount 
may be crimitW in reality, we muſt expect the ſaneliſſh, ere 
Cenfure and, Puniſhment as is due to the molt notorionſh. caugh 
of our Companions, "redit te 
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A Certain Shepherd's Boy kept his Sheep upon a Com. 
mon; and in Sport and Wantonneſs would often 
cry out, The Wolf, The Walt. By this means he, eve 


ia 
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times, drew the Husbandmen, in an adjoining Field, 
om their Work; who finding themſelves deluded, re- 
dy d for the future to take no Notice of his Alarm. Soon 
fer the Wolf came indeed. The Boy cry'd out in Earneſt. 
ut no Heed being given to his Cries, the Sheep are torn 
y the Wolf. 


i AFPLICATION. 


He that is detected for being a notorious Liar, beſides 
he Ignominy and Reproach of the Thing, incurs this 
Miſchief, That he will ſcarce be able to get any one to be- 
ere him again as long as he lives. However true the 
ccount may be, or how much ſoever it may be for our 
Intereſt to have it believ'd, yet if we have been frequent- 
y caught tripping before, we ſhall hardly be able to gain 
Yredit to our Relation. Tho? Mankind are generally ſtu- 
pid enough to be often impoſed upon, yet few are fo 
lenſeleſs as to believe a notorious Liar, or truſt a Cheat 
pon Record. Theſe little Shams, when found out, are 
ſuffciently prejudicial to the Intereſt of every private 
Perſon who practiſes them. But, whea we are alarmed 
with imaginary Dangers in reſpect of the Public, till the 
Cry grows quite ſtale and threadbare, how can it be ex- 
pected we ſhould know when to guard our ſelves againſt 
real ones ? 
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FAB CLVI. The SEE: and the May, 
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* was playing in a Meadow, and by chance trol 
upon a Serpent. The Serpent, in the Fury of hi 
ogg turn'd up and bit the Child with his poiſonous 
Teeth, ſo that it died immediately. The Father of the 
Child, inſpir'd with Grief and Revenge, took a Weapon 
in his Hand, and purſuing the Serpent, before he could 
get into his Hole, ſtruck at him, and lopt off a Piece of 
his Tail. The next Day, hoping by this Stratagem to f- 
niſh his Revenge, he brought to the Serpent's Hole, Hon), 
Meal and Salt, and defir'd him to come forth, proteſting 
that he only ſought a Reconciliation on both ſides. How- 
ever he was not able to decoy the Serpent forth, who 
only hiſs'd from within to this Purpoſe; In vain you at- 
tempt a Reconciliation; for, as long as the Memory of 
the dead Child, and the mangled Tail ſubſiſt, it will be 
impoſſible for you and I to have any Charity for each o- 
ther. 
Te APPLICATION. 
The Man who has injur d you will never forgive you ; is 


a Spaniſh Proverb, and, after their dry Way, a very good 
one. 
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ee. It ſeems odd at firſt Sight; becauſe one would 
. Wick the Backwardneſs to forgive ſhould be on the 
e of him who has receiv'd the Injury; but the Truth 
f f the Maxim lies, with much more Certainty, on the 
ber fide. The Conſciouſneſs of having provok'd the 
teſentment of another, will dwcll fo continually upon 
he Mind of the Aggreſſor, that he can't reſt till he has 
aiſh'd his Werk, and put it as much as poffible out of 
is Enemy's Power to make any Return upon him, 
| Wherefore, as the Serpent wiſely obſerves, it is in vain 
or two People, who have palpably irjur'd each other, 
zer to expect to live well together for the future. Mo- 
iy bids us forgive our Enemies, and the Voice of 
| Wezſon confirms the ſame; But neither Reaſon nor Mo- 
ality bids us enter into a Friendſhip with, or repoie a 
onfidence in, thoſe who have injui'd us. We may re- 
ſolve not to return ill Uſage z but ovght never to be for- + 
piven, if, when we can prevent it, we put our ſelves into 4.3 
a Enemy's Hands. 17 


o MF AB. CEVII. The Swallow and other Birds. 4 
—— © 00 


r ———ꝙ—— — 


„ rr rr 


Vs PII I” 


118 


— 
waa % 
= W; — * 


4! 
1 Mt 
will 


05 ie 
Farmer was ſowing his Field with Flax. The Swallow IS 
obſery'd it; and deſir d the other Birds to afſift her | 


in 


— 
— 


= 


4 
| 
| 
/ 

4 

4 

1 


= = — 2 "RS 2 - * 
— c — <4 <_ qo 1 * = * 1 _ 
” pf n >” . 
- — 82 — ct wer Ir 
* nn — 4 
* 


288 SO P's FABLES. 
FAB CLVI. The r and the Man. 


lh TY J- il; mL — — == : q == 3 ſy 
4 jr —— — — = — 


Oy u 


= 
— 
— 
— — 
— — 


4 . "TL 5 i « ' 4 \ — 
— 4 , - — * — » 
*x ""® = 
— — 12 5 —— S ns 
\ > - - ' = . 0 | N 
pa g — ö {1 | 
x _ — Iz | 
. au. PLL. W 1 
4 N * 
- — 1 : ' 
= ” 0 ” 


- — —.— 
—— 


e B In 10 N f i þ 
WF — * 10 1 { ö 174 
Fi auf Mn "My Inn "1 San roo — lin Wh "i 40 l 


11 ' 
1 10 Wi hb 


— - - 


A Cid was playing in a Meadow, and by chance trod 
upon a Serpent, The Serpent, in the Fury of his 
Rl turn'd up and bit the Child with his poiſonous 
Teeth, ſo that it died immediately. The Father of the 
Child, inſpir'd with Grief and Revenge, took a Weapon 
in his Hand, and purſuing the Serpent, before he could 
get into his Hole, ſtruck at him, and lopt off a Piece of 
his Tail. The next Day, hoping by this Stratagem to fi- 
niſh his Revenge, he brought to the Serpent's Hole, Hony, 
Meal and Salt, and deſir d him to come forth, proteſting 
that he only ſought a Reconciliation on both ſides. How- 
ever he was not able to decoy the Serpent forth, who 
only hiſs d from within to this Purpoſe; In vain you at: 
tempt a Reconciliation ; for, as long as the Memory of 
the dead Child, and the mangled Tail ſubſiſt, it will be 
impoſſible for you and I to have any Charity for each o- 
ther. 
Te APPLICATION. 
The Man who has injur d you will never forgive you ; 


a Spaniſh Proverb, and, after their dry Way, a very good 
one. 
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ge. It ſeems odd at firſt Sight; becauſe one would 
* Wick the Back wardneſs to forgive ſhould be on the 
ge of him who has receiv'd the Injury; but the Truth 
che Maxim lies, with much more Certainty, on the 
ber fide. The Conſciouſneſs of having provok'd the 
(| Weſentment of another, will dwell ſo continually upon 
e Mind of the Aggreſſor, that he can't reſt till he has 
3 niſn'd his Work, and put it as much as poſhble out of 
| Wis Enemy's Power to make any Return upon him. 
| Wherefore, as the Serpent wiſely obſerves, it is in vain 
or two People, who have palpably injur'd each other, 
rer to expect to live well together for the fu ure. Mo- 
ty bids us forgive our Enemies, and the Voice of 


| . 
1 eaſon confirms the ſame; But neither Reaſon nor Mo- 
ty bids us enter into a Friendſhip with, or repoie a ; 
onfidence in, thoſe who have injui'd us. We may re- | : 
| Wove not to return ill Uſage ; but ovght never to be for- *| 
piven, if. when we can prevent it, we put our ſelves into 14 
r Enemy's Hands. 1714 
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in picking the Seed up, and deſtroying it; telling thy 
that Flax was that pernicious Material of which the Th. 
was compos'd, which made the Fowler's Nets, and 
that Means contributed to the Ruin of ſo many innoce 
Birds, But the poor Swallow, not having the good x 
tune to be regarded, the Flax ſprung up and appear 
bove the Ground, She then put them in Mind once my 
of their impending Danger, and wiſh'd them to pluck; 
up in the Bud, before it went any further. They f 
neglected her Warnings; and the Flax grew up into the hip 
Stalk. She yet again deſir'd them to attack it, for th 
it was not yet too late, But all that ſhe could get was » 
be ridicul'd and deſpis'd for a filly pretending Propbe 
The Swallow finding all her Remonſtrances avai!'d 90 
thing, was reſoly'd to leave the Society of ſuch unthink 
ing careleſs Creatures, before it was too late, So quittig 
the Woods, ſhe repair d to the Houſes and forſaking the 
Converſation of the Birds, has, ever ſince, made her 4. 
bode among the Dwellings of Men. 


TW APPLICATION, 


As Men, we fhould always exerciſe fo much Hums 
nity as to endeayour the Welfare of Mankind; partict 
larly of our Acquaintance and Relations; and, if by no. 
thing farther, at leaſt by our good Advice, When we 
have done this, and, if Occaſion requir'd, continued to 
repeat it a ſecond or third Time, we ſhall have acquitted 
our ſelves ſufficiently from any Imputation upon their 
Miſcarriage; and have nothing more to do but to ſeparate 
our ſelves from them, that we may not be involy'd in 
their Ruin, or be ſuppos'd to partake of their Error, 
This is an Excommunication which Reaſon allows. For, 
as it would be cruel on the one Side, to perſecute and 
hurt People for being Miſtaken; fo, on the other, it 
would be indiſcreet and over-complaiſant to keep them 
Company thro? all their wrong Notions, and act contrary 
to our Opiuion out of pure Civility. 
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FAB. CLVIII. 
The Trumpeter taten Priſoner. 
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\ Trumpeter being taken Prifoner in a Battle, beg'd 
hard for Quarter, declaring his Innocence, and pro- 
ſting, that he neither had or could kill any Man, bcaring 


jo Arms, but only his Trumpet, which he was oblig'd 


o found at the Word of Command. For that Realon, 
eplied his Enemies, we are determin'd not to ſpare you; 
or tho you your ſelf never fight, yet, with that curſed 
nſtrument” of yours, you blow up Animoſity between o- 
her People, and ſo are the Occaſion ot much Murder and 
oodſhed. 


Two APPLICATION; 


A Man may be guilty of Bloodſhed, who has never 
indleJ a Sword, or pull'd a Trigger, or I fred up his 
um with any murd'ring Weapon. There is a little 
ncendiary call'd the Tongue, which is more venomous 
tan a poyſon'd Arrow, and more killing than a 2 

edge 
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rd. The Moral of the Fable therefore is th. 

n any civil Inſurrection, the Perſons taken it FAB 
Arms againſt the Government deſerve to die, much more 
do they, whoſe deviliſh Tongues gave Birth to the Sedi 
tion, and excited the Tumult. When wicked Prieſti 
inſtead of preaching Peace and Charity, employ that En. 
gine of Scandal, their Tongue, to toment Rebellion, 
whether they ſucceed in their Deſigns or no, they ought 
to be fevercly puniſhed: for they have done what i 
them lay to ſet Folks together by the Ears; they hate 
blown the Trumpet, and ſounded the Alarm; and i 
Thouſands are not deſtroy'd by the Sword, it is none 
of their Fault. Had poor filly Men obey'd the Summon 
of theſe Trumpeters, and ſtarted up in a Commotian 
their Fate might have been to be cut to pieces, or hang 
up upon the next Tree, as Rebels 1 and ſſul 
the Trumpeters themſelves go unpuniſhe#? If they d 
may they continue to trumpet on without cegling ; but, 
may the Fury they ſhall inſpire the People with fall och 
upon the Heads of thcſe who were ſo 1njudicious or h 
cowardly as to ſpare them, 
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FAB. CLIX. The Hare and the Tortoiſe. 
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Hare inſulted a Tortoiſe upon account of his Slowneſs, 
and vainly boaſted of her own great Speed in run- 
g Let us make a Match, replied the Tortoiſe; I'll 
a with you five Miles for five Pounds, and I ſay Done 
t, and the Fox yonder ſhall be Umpire of the Race. 
he Hare agreed; and away they both ſtarted together, 
x the Hare, by reaſon of her exceeding Swiftneſs, out- 
the Tortoiſe to ſuch a degree, that ſhe made a Jeſt 
the Matter; and, finding herſelf a little tir d, ſquatted 
1 Tuft of Fern that grew by the Way, and took a "$43 
bp; thinking, that if the Tortoiſe went by, ſhe could, 4) 
any time, fetch him up, with all the Eaſe imaginable, 15 
the mean while the Tortoiſe came jogging on, "with 2 7 
ww but continued Motion; and the Hare, out of a too 01 
at Security and Confidence of Victory, over- ſleepiug KA 
lelf, he arriv'd at the End of the Race firſt. [Nt 


The APPLICATION. * 
F aaaſtcy ard Application to Buſineſs many times make | 


ends for want of Parts. Hence it is that the Victory 
O 2 18 
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is not always to the Strong, nor the Race to the Swift 
Men of quick ready Parts are apt to deſpiſe the Drudgery 
of Buſineſs: But by affecting to ſhew the Superiority of 
their Genius, upon many Occaſions they run into too 
reat an Extreme the other Way; and the Adminiſtration 
of their Affairs isruin'd thro? Idleneſs and Neglect. What 
Advantage has a Man from the Fertihty of his Invention, 
and the Vivacity of his Imagination, unleſs his Reſolu. 
tions are executed with a ſuitable and uninterrupted Ra. 
pidity ? In ſhort, your Men of Wit and Fire, as they are 
call'd, are oftentimes no better than Sots, Slovens, and 
lazy Fellows: They are generally proud and conceited to 
the laſt degree; and, in the main, not the fitteſt Perſon; 
for either Converſation or Buſineſs. Such is their V+ 
nity, they think the Spritelineſs of their Humour in. 
con(;ftent with a plain ſober way of thinking and ſpeak. 
ing, and able to atone for all the little Neglects of their 
Buſineſs and Perſon. But the World will not be thus 
impos'd upon; the Man who gains their Eſteem, and 
makes his own Fortune, muſt be one that carries his 
Point effectually, and finiſhes his Courſe without ſwerving 
and loitering. Dull Parts, and a flow Apprehenſion, 
aſſiſted by a continued Diligence, are more fikely to u- 
tain this, than your brisk Retailers of Wit with their te Sher 
affected Spleen and Indolence. And, if Buſineſs be but Rope af 
well done, no matter whether it be done by the Salle: wy b 
of a refin'd Wit, or the conſidering Head of a plain W 4 
plodding Man. Sir Binicorn Clodpate, who ſtarted, ten. oy 
Years ago, upon the Exchange, has long fince made up Press © 
his Plum; while ſome of his Cotemporaries, who be. Nrother, 
gan at other End of the Town, have already run them- other, | 
ſelves out; and have found no other Account in their ary kim, th 
Flights, but that they are qualified to ſleep in a Garret. * 
| ot the 
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FAB. CLX. 
The Wolf in Sheep's ene 
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Wolf cloathing himſelf in the Skin of a Sheep. aud 

ing in among the Flock, by this means 
* wok the Opportunity to devour many of them. At liſt 
teu the Shepherd diſcover d him, and cunningiy faſtening & 
m obe about his Neck, tied him up to a Tice which food 
"WY bed by. Some other Shepherds happening to paſs tha: 
Way, and obſerving what he was about, drew near, and 
expreſs'd their Admiration at it. What, fiys one of then, 
be- Brother, do you make hanging of Sheep? No, replies he 
m- other, but I make hanging of a Wolf whenever Ich 
ür bim, tho' in the Habit and Garb of a Sheep, Then he 
, WW ficw'd them their Miſtake; and they applauded the Juſlice 
of the Execution. 


Te APPLICATION. 
4B This Fable ſhews us that no Regard is to be had tothe 1 
mere Habit or Outſide of any perlon. but to unci{guis'd $14 
Worth, land intrinfick Virtue. When we place our. 
Etcem upon the external Garb, before we intorm our A 
O 3 {cles 
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ſelves of the Qualities which it covers, we may often 50 
miſtake evil for good, and, inſtead of a Sheep, take 1 wad, 

Wolf into our Protection. Therefore, however inne. © de 
cent or ſanctificd any one may appear as to the Veſture Wolves 
wherewirh he is cloath'd, we ſhall act raſnly, becauſe we ©" the 
may be impos'd upon, if from thence we take it for WM unge 
granted that he is inwardly as good and righteous as bis but no 
Surtout would make us believe he is. Men of judgment I how! fo 
and Penetration don't uſe to give an implicit Credit to a ¶ Opporti 


long Robe of a peculiar Colour, but love to make amore I falling « 

exact Scrutiny; fal Gua 
Detrahere & pellem, niti dus qua quiſque per or withou 
Cederet, iatror ſum turpis, „ oor. 

He that won't come up to the Character of an honeſt Te 

pood kind of Man when ſtript of his Sheep's Cloathing, moſt p 


is more a ſad Dog, upon the very account of his hay. 
* . a 0 . » 1 pard, | 
ing them, than otherwiſe he would be. As the Welt 


was but the more obnoxious to the Shepherd's Reſent- ab 
ment, by wearing a Habit fo little ſuiting with his Maarer:, condi 


FAB. CLXI. The Wolves and the Sheep. Tenth 
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HE Wolyes and the Sheep had been a long time ina 
State af War together. At laſt a Ceſſation of Arms 


Was 


35 
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was propoſed in order to a Treaty of Peace; and Hoſtages 
were to be delivered on both tides for Security. The 
Wolves propos'd that the Sheep ſhould give up their Dogs 


on the one fide, and that they would deliver up their 


young ones on the other. This Propoſal was agreed to; 
but no ſooner executed, than the young Wolves began to 
howl for want of their Dams. The old ones took this 
Opportunity to cry out, The Treaty was broke; and fo 
falling upon the Sheep, who were deſtitute of their faith- 
fa] Guardians the Dogs, they worried and devour'd them 
without Control, | 


1 APPFLICAT ION: 


In all our Tranſactions with Mankind, even in the 
moſt private and low Life, we ſhould have a ſpecial Re- 
gard, how. and with whom we truſt our ſelves. Men, 
in this reſpect, ought to look upon each other as Wolves, 
and to keep themſelves under a ſecure Guard, and in a 
continu] Poſture of Defence. Particularly, upon any 
Treaties of Importance, the Securities on both ſides 
ſhould be ſtrictly conſider'd; and each ſhould act with fo 
cautious a View to their own Intereſt, as never to pledge 
or part with that vehich is the very Eſſence and Baſis of 
their Safety and Well-being. 

And if this be a juſt and reaſonable Rule for Men to 
govern themſelves by in their own private Affairs, how 
much more fitting and neceſſary is it in any Conjuncture 
wherein the Public is concern'd! If the Enemy ſhould 
demand our whole Army for an Hoſtage, the Danger in 
our complying with it would be ſo groſs and apparent, 
that we could not help obſerving it: but perhaps a Coun- 
try may equa'ly expoſe it ſelf by parting with a particu- 


lar Town or General, as its whole Army; its Safety, 


not ſeldom depending as much upon one of the former, as 
upon the latter. In ſhort, Hoſtages and Securities may 
be ſomething very dear to us, but ought never to be given 
up, it our Welfare and Preſervation have any Dependence 
upon them. | 

O 4 FAB, 
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FAB. CLXII. The young Man and his Cat. 
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. young Man us'd to play with a Cat; of which 
he grew fo fond, that at laſt he fell in Love with 
it; and to ſuch a degree, that he could reſt neither Night 


nor Day for the Exceſs of his Paſſion, At laſt he pra. d 
to Venus, the Goddeſs of Beauty, to pity him, and te- 
lieve his Pain. The good-natur'd Goddeſs was propiti- 
ous and heard his Prayers; before he roſe up from knee!- 
ing, the Cat which he held in his Arms was transformed 
into a beautiful Girl, The Youth was tranſported wil 
Joy, and married her that very Day. At Night they went 
ro Bed; and as the new Bride lay encircled in the Embra- 
ces of her amorous Hushand, ſhe unfortunately heard a 
Mouſe behind the Hangings, and ſprung fiom his Arms to 
purſue it. Vexzes, oftended to ſee her ſacred Rites pro- 
phan'd by ſuch an indecent Behaviour; and, perceiving 
thit her new Convert, tho' a Woman in outward 4;- 
pearance, was a Cat in her Heart, ſhe made her return 0 
her old Form again, that her Manners and Perfon might 
be agreeable to cach other, 
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Sw SFFFLICATION: 


People, as to their Manners and Behaviour, take a 
ſtrong Biaſs from Cuſtom and Education, but a much 
ſtronger from Nature, 


Naturam expellas furca ; tamen uſque recurret, 
Et mala perrumpet furtim faſtidia victrix. Hor. 


Her Laws are fo ſtrong, that it is in vain for us to go 
to oppoſe them; we may refine and improve, but can 
never totally alter her Works. 

Upon this Account it is that we oftentimes ſee filly 
awkward Block heads diſplaying their Idiotiſm and Fel y 
thro' all their Enſigus of Dignity; for ſome Natures are 
ſo coarſe and ruſtic, that all the Embroidery of a Court 
can't conceal them. Doubtleſs, ſuch People were inten- 
ded by Nature for nothing above driving Hog: to a Fair, 
and laughing at the Jokes of a Country Merry- Andrew. 
Fortune has found them worthy of her Favours, and giv- 
en them a Lift out of the Mire: But yet they don't fil 
to give 3 — Indications of their true Compoſition, 
by a thouſand little dirty Actions. A fine Equipage and 
a great Eſtate may raiſe a Man to an exalted S ation, ard 
procure a Reſpect to his outward Perſon; notwithſtand- 
ing which, it may ſo happen that, every time he ſpeaks 


and acts, he can't help playing the Fool tor the Blood of 


Lim, 
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FAB. CLXIII. The Aſs feng 'Thiſtles, 
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N Aſs was loaded with = Proviſions of Eren 

Sorts, which, in time of Harveſt, he was carrying 
into the Field for his Maſter and the Reapers to dine upon, 
By the Way he met with a fine large Thiſtle; and, being 
very hungry, began to mumble it: which, while he was 
doing, he Enter'd into this Reflection. How many gree- 
dy Epicures would think themſelves happy, amidſt ſuch a 
Variety of delicate Viands as I now carry ? But, to me, 
this bitter prickly Thiſtle is more ſavoury and reliſhing 
than the moſt exquiſite and ſumptuous Banquet. 


0A LICAT LEON, 


Happineſs and Miſery, and oftentimes Pleaſure and 
Pain, exiſt merely in our Opinion, and are no more to 
be accounted for, than the Difference of Taſtes. That 
which is one Man', Meat is another Man's Poiſon, is, in 
{ome ReſpcEte, undeniably true; and is a Propoſition that 
ought to be allow'd in all Particulars, where the Opinion 
is concern'd, as well as in eating and drinking. My 
Senſes muſt iu form me whether a Thing pleaſes or diſ- 
pleaſes, 
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pleaſes, before I can declare my Judgment of it; and that 
is, to me, good or evil, which my own Underſtanding 
ſuggeſts to me to be ſo; and not that which is agreeable 
to another's Fancy. And yet, as reaſonable and as ne- 
ceſſiry as it is to grant this, how apt we are to wonder 
at People for not liking this or that, or how they can 
think fo and ſo! 


Nil admirari, prope res eſt una, Numict, 
Solaque que poſſit facere & ſervare beatum. Hor, 


This childiſh Humour of wondring at the different Taſtes 
and Opinions of others, occaſions much Uneaſineſs 2- 
mong the generality of Mankind, But, if we conſider d 
Things rightly, Why ſhould we. be more concern'd at o- 
thers differing from us in their way of thinking upon 
any Subject whatever, than at their liking Cheeſe, or Vi- 
negar, or Salt, or Muſtard; one or all of which, we may 
happen to diſlike? In Truth, he that expects all Mankind 
ſhould be of his Opinion, is much more ſtupid and un- 
reaſonable than the Aſs in the Fable. 


FAB. CLXIV. The Horſe and the loaded Als. 
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both belong d to a Country Fellow who walk'd along by 
them. The Af, ready to faint under his heavy Load, in- 
treated the Horſe to aſſiſt him, and lighten his Burden by 
taking ſome of it upon his Back. The Horſe was il 
natur'd and refus'd to do it: Upon which, the poor Af; 
tumbled down in the midſt of the High Way, and expir'd 
in an Inſtant, The Countryman ungirted his Packſaddle, 
and tried ſeveral! ways to relieve him, but all to no purpoſe. 
Which vrhen he perceiv'd, he took the whole Burden and 
laid it upon the Horſe, together with the Skin of the 
dead Aſs. So that the Horſe, by his Moroſeneſs in retu- 
{ing to do a ſmall Kindneſs, juſtly brought upon himſclt 
a great Inconvenience. 


ie-APPLICAT ION; 


Self. love is no ſuch ill Principle, if it were but wel! 
and truly directed; for it is impoſſible that any Man ſhou1d 
love himſelf to any Purpoſe, who withdraws his Aſſi- 
ſtance from his Friends, or the Public. Every Govern- 
ment is to be conſider d as a Body Politic ; and every Man, 
who lives in it, as a Member of that Body. Now, to 
carry on the Allegory, no Member can thrive better than 
when they all joyntly unite their Endeayours to aſſiſt and 
improve the whole. It the Hand were to refuſe its Aſſi- 
ſtance in procuring Food for the Mouth, they muſt both 
ſtarve and periſh together. And when thoſe, who are 
Parties concern'd in the ſame Community, deny ſuch 
Aſſiſtance to each other as the Preſervation of that Com- 
munity neceſſarily requires, their Self-intereſtednets in 
that Caſe is ill directed, and will have a quite contrary 
Effe&t from what they intended. How many People ate 
ſo ſenſeleſs as to think it hard, that there ſhould be any 
Taxes in the Nation; whereas, were there to be none iu- 
dced, thoſe very People would be undone immediately. 
That litile Property they have would be preſently plun- 
de i'd by foreign or domeſtic Enemies; and then they 
would be glad to contribute their Quota, even without 
an Act of Parliament. 


Maltorum mauibus grande leviatur 045, Ovid. 
As 
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s great as the Charges of a Government are, they are 
eceſſary; and eaſily ſupplied by a due and well-propor- 
on'd Contribution. 

But, in a narrower and more confin'd View, to berea- 
ay to afliſt our Friends upon all Occafions, is not only 
good, as it is an Act of Humanity, but highly diſcreet, 
it ſtrengthens our Intereſt, and gives us an Opportu- 
tity of lightening the Burden of Lite. 


FAB. CLXV. 
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Parcel of Drones got into a Hive among the Bees, 
« 3 and diſputed the Title with them, ſwearing that the 
Hony and the Combs were their Goods. The Bees were 
oblig'd to go to Law with them, and the Waſp happen'd 
to be Judge of the Cauſe; one who was well acquainted 
with the Nature of each, and therefore the better qualified 
to decide the Controverſy between them. Accordingly, 
Gentlemen, ſays he, (ſpeaking to both Plaintiff and De- 
fendent) the uſual Method of proceed:ng in theſe Courts 
is pretty chargeable, and flow withal; Therefore, as you 
are 


22> 
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are both my Friends, and I wiſh you well, I defire you 
would refer the Matter to me, and I will decide betwiy: 
you inſtantly. They were both pleas'd with the Offi, 


and return'd him Thanks. Why then, ſays he, that i: 
may appear whois the juſt Proprietor of theſe Honycombs, 
(for being both fo nearly alike as you are in Colour, I muſt 
needs own the Point is ſomewhat dubious) Do you, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Bees, take one Hive ; you, ſpeak- 
ing to the Drones, anather; and go to making Hon) 
as faſt as you can; that we may know by the Taſte and 
Colour of it, who has the beſt Titie to this in Diſpute, 
The Bees readily accepted the Propoſal, but the Drones 
would not ſtand to it. And fo Judge Waſp, without any 
further Ceremony, declar'd in Favour of the Former, 


Te APPLICATION. 


Nothing is ſo ſure a ſign of a Man's being, or, at leaſt, 
thinking himſelf in the Wrong, as his refuſing to come 
to a Reference, And, how hippy would it be for the 
Public, if our Judges now-a-days were impower d to 
diſpatch Cauſes in that eaſy expedite way which the Waſp 
in tae Fable made uſe of. But, as it is, the impudent, 
idle, good- for- nothing Drones of the Nation, many times, 
poſſeſs thoſe Favours and Benefits which ſhould be the 
Rewards of Men of Parts and Induſtry. The former, 
Ike that Scoundrel Bathyllus, are careſs'd at Court; while 
the latter, with modeſt Virgil, can only ſay 


Sci Vos non Vobis mellificatis Apes. 


For the Governors of an Empire may eaſily be impos'd 
upon, if they wil take every little Fellow's Word for the 
Meaſure of bis own Merit. It is indeed ſcarce poſſible 
that the Encouragements of a Court ſhou'd always be 
diſpens'd to the moſt deſerving Men; tor ſuch ate too 
modeſt to offer themſelves, But when any have been ſo 
mertled as to exert their Parts in tavour of that Court, 
and in a Way not diſapprov'd, what hinders bur they 
ſhould have the Preference to thoſe who never have done, 
nor perhaps ever can do, one Jot of Service to it? 
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FAB. CLXVI. The Fox in the Well. 
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A* having fallen into a Well, made a fhift, by ſtick- 

ing his Claws into the Sides, to keep his Head above 
Water. But, ſoon after, a Wolf came and peep'd over 
the Brink; to whom the Fox applied himſelf very ear- 
neſtly for Affiſtance; intreating that he would help him to 
2 Rope, or ſomething of that kind, which might favour 
his Eſcape. The Wolf, mov'd with Compaſſion at his 
Misfortune, could not forbear expreſſing his Concern. Ah! 
poor Reynard, ſays he, I am ſorry for you with all my 
Heart: why how could you poſſibly come into this me- 
luncholy Condition? Nay, pr'ythee Friend, replies the Fox, 
if you wiſh me well, don't ſtand pitying of me, but lend 


me ſome Succour as faſt as you can: For Pity is but cold 


Comfort, when one is up to the Chin in Water, and 
within a Hairs breadth of ſtarving or drowning. 


To AFFLICATHION. 


Pity indeed, is, of itſelf, but poor Comfort at any 


time: and, unleſs it produces ſomething more ſubſtantia), 
| is 
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is rather impertinently troubleſome, than any way 
greeable. To ſtand bemoaning the Misfortune of o 
Friends, without offering ſome Expedient to allevix 
them, is only ecchoing to their Grief, and putting them 
in Mind that they are miſerable. He is truly my Friend, 
who with a ready Preſence of Mind ſupports ine; not 
he who Condoles with me upon my ill Succeſs, and ay; 
he is ſorry for my Loſs. In ſhort, a Favour or Obligs. 
tion is doubled by being well-tim'd; and he is the hel 
Benetator, who knows our Neceſſities, and complies 
with our Wiſhes, even before we ask him. 


FAB. CLXVII. The Fox and the Wolf. 
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A who had had good Luck in prowling abread, 

and laid in ſtore of Proviſion, kept cloſe at home, 
and made much of himſelf. The Fox obſerv'd this, 2nd 
thinking it ſomething particular, went to viſit him; the 
better to inform himſelf of the Truth of the Matter. The 
Wolf excus'd him{.If from ſeeing him, by pretending he 
was very much indiſpos d. All this did but confirm the 
Fox in his Suſpicions: So away he goes to a Shepherd and 
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him o'the Head as he lay in his Cave. The Shepherd 
tollow'd his Directions, and kill'd the Wolf, The wicked 
Fox enjoy'd the Cave and Proviſions to himſelf: but en- 
joy'd 'em not long. For the ſame Shepherd paſſing at- 
ter wards by the fame Hole, and ſeeing the Fox there, dil- 
puch'd him alſo. | 


in APPLICATIOQN. 


This Fable ſeems to be directed againſt the odious 
Trade of Informing, Not that piving in Informations 
zpainſt Criminals and Enemies of the Public is in itielt 
odious, for it is commendable; but the Circumſtances 
ard Manner of doing it, oftentimes make it a vile and 
deteſtable Employment, He that accuſes another merely 
for the ſake of the promis'd Reward, or in hopes ot 
petting his forfeiced Eſtate, or with any other ſuch mer- 
cenary View, nay even to ſave his own Life, whatever 
he gets by the Bargain, is ſure to loſe his Reputation. 
For indeed, the moſt innocent Company is not fafe with 
ſuck a one in it, nor the Nei — ſecure in which 
he lives. A Villain of his Stamp, whoſe only End is 
Getting, will as ſoon betray the innocent as the guilty : 


let him but know where there is a ſuſpected Perſon, and 


propoſe the Reward, and he will ſcarce fail to work the 
Suſpicion up to High Treaſon, or be at a Loſs to give 
ſufficient Proofs of it. 

We have no ſmall Comfort concerning this ſort of 
People, when we conſider how 1mprobable it is that they 
ſhould thrive or proſper long in their ill-gotten Poſſeſſions. 
For he that can betray another for the ſake of a little 
Pcl', muſt be a Man of ſuck bad Principles, that it can- 
not be for the Intereft of any Community to ſuffer him 
to live long in it, Beſides, he himſelf will not be con- 
tented with one {ſingle Villany ; and there is no fear but 
he will provoke Juſtice to hurl down upon his Head, at 
leaſt as great a Calamity, as he, by his malicious Intor- 
2 ation, has brought upon another, | 
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FAB. CEXVIII. The Frog and the Mouſe. 
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Trek was once a great Emulation between the 


Frog and Mouſe, which ſhould be Maſter of the 
Fen; and Wars enſu'd upon it, But the crafty Mouſe, 
lurking under the Graſs in Ambuſcade, made ſudden Sal- 
lies, and often ſurpriz'd the Enemy at a Diſadvantage, The 
Frog, excelling in Strength, and being more able to leap 
abroad and take the Field, challeng'd the Mouſe to fingle 
Combat. The Mouſe accepts the Challenge; and each of 
them enter'd the Liſts, arm'd with the Point of a Bull- 
ruſh, inſtead of a Spear. A Kite, failing in the Air, be- 
held them afar off; and while they were eagerly bent up- 
on each other, and preſſing on to the Duel, this fatal E- 
nemy deſcended ſouſe upon them, and with her crooked 
Talons carried off both the Champions. 


Tw APPLICATION: 


Nothing fo much ex;\oſes a Man's weak fide, and lays 
him ſo oper on Enemy, as Paſſien and Malice. He 
whoſe Attention is wholly fix'd upon forming a - 
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of Revenge, is 2 of the Miſchiefs that may be 


harching againſt him from ſome other Quarter, and, up- 
on the Atrack, is unprovided of the Means of defending 
or ſecuring himſelt. 

How often are the Members of a Commonwealth di- 
vided among themſelves, and inſpir'd with Rancour and 
Malice to the laſt degree; moſt commonly upon as eat 
a Trifle, as that which was the Subject matter of Ye 
bite between the Frog and the Mouſe; not for ny 1-2 
Advantage, but merely who ſhall get the bett h ine 
Diſpute? But ſuch Animobtities, as infignificant and trifling 
as they may be among our ſelves, are yet of the laſt lin- 
portance to our Enemies, by giving them many fair Op- 
portunities of falling upon us, and reducing us to Miſery 
and Slavery. O Britons, when will ye be Wite! when 
will ye throw away the ridiculous Diſtinction of Hig 
ard Tory, thoſe Ends of Bullruſhes, and by a prudent U- 
nion ſecure your ſelves in a State of Peace and Profp-ricy ! 
A State, of which, if it were not for our intolerably 
fooliſh and unneceſſary Diviſions at home, all the Powers 
upon Earth could never deprive us. 


FAB, 
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FAB. CLXIX. The Man and the Weaſel. 
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A Man had caught a Weaſel, and was juſt going to k 
it. The poor Creature, to eſcape Death, cricd out 
in a pitiful Manner, O pray don't kill me, for I am uſeful 
to you, and keep your Houſe clear from Mice. Why 
truly, ſays the Man, if I thought you did it purely out of 
Love to me, I ſhould not only be inclin'd to Pardon you, 
but think my ſelf mightily oblig d to you. But whereas 
you not only kill them, but your ſelf do the fame Mit- 
chief they would do, in eating and gnawing my Victuals, 
I delire you would place your inſignificant Services to {ome 
other Account, and not to mine. Having ſaid this, he 
took the wicked Vermin and ſtrangled it immediately, 


in A 7FLICSATHIONM. 


This Fable is pointed at thoſe who are apt to impute 
Actions, which are done with a private View of their 
own, to their Zeal for the Public. This is the Caſe of 
many a poor Grubſtreet Writer; who perhaps is for no 
Party but himſelf, and of no Principle but what is ſub- 
ſervient to his own Intereſt; yer has the Impudence to 
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cry himſelf up for a quondam Confeſſor of the Cauſe 
that happens to flouriſh, a thorough honeſt Man, who 
durſt ſhew himſelf in the worſt of times. And with 
this politic View, there are a hundred thouſand Men in 
the Nation, well attach'd to which Party you pleaſe; who 
are ſerving the Intereſt of that Side only; in the Capa- 
city of Inn-keepers, Barbers, Coffeehouſe- Men, Shoe- 
makers, and what not, By this way of working they 
have a double Advantage; firſt, as they procure to them- 
ſelves a good Number ot conſtant Cuſtomers of the ſame 
Faction; and ſecondly, as they are intitled to ſdme re- 
more Share in the Goverment, whenever their Faction 
ſucceeds, But ſuch a Pretence to Favours is, in troth, 
little better than that of the Weaſel, Both may chance 
to have done the Services they boaſt of ; But as they were 
principally intended for the Promotion of their own pri- 
vate Affairs, whatever they might occafionally produce, 
cannot be a ſufficient Ground for them to raiſe any Me- 
rit upon, A Highwayman may as well plead in his own 
Behalf, that he never rob'd any but thoſe who were E- 
nemies to the Government, and Men of unſound Princi- 
ciples, But how abſurd would ſuch a Pretence be 


FAB, 
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FAB. CLXX. 
Eſop and the impertinent Fellow. 
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SO Ps Maſter came home one day ſomewhat earlier 

than uſual; and there happening to be no other 

Slave in the Houſe but Æſop, he was order'd to get Sup- 
ready as faſt as he could. So away runs he to light 

a Candle, in order to kindle his Fire; and the Weather 
being warm, and it wanting a pretty deal of Night, he 
went up and down to ſeveral Houſes before he could ſpecd, 


At laſt however he found what he wanted; and being in 


haſte, he made no Scruple of returning directly over the 
Market-place, which was his neareſt Way home. But, 
as he went along, an impertinent Fellow among the Crowd 
caught him by the Sleeve, and would fain have been arch 
upon him. O rare AÆſop, fays he! what Occaſion for a 
Candle, old Boy; what, are you going to light the Sun 
to Bed? Let me alone, fays A/op, I am looking for a 
Man. And having ſaid this, away he fcuttled home as 
faſt as he could. 
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iv APPLICATION, 


'Tis not every one who calls himſelf a Man, or bears 
the Appearance of one, that truly deferves the Name. If 
Man be a reaſonable Creature, and none ought to be al- 
ow d for ſuch, but thoſe who fully come up to that Defi- 
nition, I am of Æſep's Mind, that one would have Occa- 
fon for more Light than that of the Sun, to fiad them out 
by. And it's plain that our old Philoſopher did not take 
the impertinent Fellow in the Fable for one: Nor indeed 
ſhould ſuch be look'd upon as reaſonable Creatures; who, 
with empty Nonſenſe, which they call Wit, unſeaſonably 
interrupt Men of Thought and Buſineſs. When one is 
diſpos'd to be merry, one may bear with any ſhallow, 
flaſhy Buffoonry ; as Muſic, that is not the moſt elegant, 
will keep up the Spirits when once they are rais'd: But, 
when the Mind happens to be in a {ſerious Caſt, and is 
wholly incent upon any Matter of Importance, nothing 
is ſo offenſive as a Fool or a Fiddle, 


FAB. CLXXI. The Hart and the Vine. 


Hart, being purſued hard by the Hunters, hid him{f 
Lader the broad Leaves of a ſhady ſpreading Vine. 
When 
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When the Hunters were gone by, and had given him ove FAP 
for loſt, he, thinking himſelf very ſecure, began to crop 
and eat the Leaves of the Vine. By this means, the 
Branches being put into a ruſling Motion, drew the Eyes 
of the Hunters that way; who, ſeeing the Vine ſtir, and 
fancying ſome wild Beaſt had taken Covert there, hot 
their Arrows at a venture, and kill'd the Hart. Who, be. 
fore he expir'd, bray'd out his dying Words to this Pur- 
poſe: Ah! I ſuffer juſtly for my Ingratitude; who coul 
not forbear doing an Injury to the Vine that ſo kind 
conceal'd me in time of Danger. 


WF APPLICATION. 


Ingratum (i dixeris, omvia dixeris. Ingratitude has beer 
always eſteem'd the biggeſt of Crimes, and what, as it 
were, comprehends all other Vices within it. Nor can 
we ſay that this Eſtimation is raſhly or unadviſedly made; 
for he that is capable of injuring his BenefaRors, what 
will he ſcruple towards another? If his Conſcience can't 
be felt with the Weight of an Obligation added to it, 
much leſs will it have any Influence where there is none, 
So that, upon the whole, we may conclude, that the 
Man who has been once guilty of Ingratitude, will not 
ſtick at any other Crimes of an inferiour Nature. There . 
are no human Laws, that I know of, to puniſh Ingra- Frequent 
titude, merely as ſuch; But it is a great Piece of humanF,.;.1 p 
Prudence, to mark and obſerve theſe kind of Criminals LI Jong 
in order to avoid all manner of Communication with Loh 
them. And if this were ſtrifly put iv Execution, it at ” 
would be as juſt and as great a Puniſhment as Cruelty it 4 * 
ſelf could invent. drag 
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FAB. CLXXII. The drunken Husband. 
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ne, Certain Woman had a drunken Husband ; whom | 
the when ſhe had endeavour'd to reclaim, ſeveral Ways 


not ſho no purpoſe, ſhe tried this Stratagem. When he was 
ere Wrought home, one Night, dead drunk, as it ſeems he 
Fra- requently us'd to be, ſhe order'd him to be carried to a 
nan rial Place, and there laid in a Vault, as if he had been 


_— texd indeed. Thus ſhe left him, and went away; till 
8 ke thought he might be come to himſelf, and grown ſo- 


18 again. After ſome time ſhe return'd accordingly, and 
; knocking at the Door of the Vault, the Man cried out, 
VYho's there? I am the Perſon, ſays ſhe, in a diſmal Tone, 
ut waits upon the dead Folks, and I am come to bring 
ou ſome Victuals. Ah! good Devil, ſays he, let the 
ictuals alone, and give me a little Drink I beſcech thee. 
he Woman hearing this, fell a tearing her Hair, and 
cating her Breaſt in a woful Manner: Unhappy Wretch 
mat I am, ſays ſhez this was the only Way that I could 
AB Fink of to reform the drunken Sot ; But inſtead of 43 
P gaining 
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gaming my Point, I am only convinced that his Drunk-- 
neſs is an incurable Habit, which he intends to carry went 
him into the other World, 


OT 

The APPLICATION. A 

This Fable is intended to ſhew us the Prevalence « br: 

Cuſtom ; and how by uſing our ſelves much to any ex: Ky 
il 


Practice, we may let it grow into ſucha Habit as we m 
never be able to diveſt our ſelves of, The Poet's Avis 
in this Caſe is as unqueſtionably true as the Voice ot 4 
Oracle; 


Priucipiis obfla ; ſero medicma paratur, 


Cum mali per longas iwualuere woras. Ovid. 

7 
In any thing that we are ſenſible may be prejudicial wh 
either our Health or Fortunes, we ſhould take Caren. fie | 
to let our Inclinations run up into a Habit; For tho! t| 55 
former may be eaſily check'd at our firft ſetting out, ar ery 
directed which way we pleaſe; yet the latter, like a hea == 
firong unruly Horſe in his full Career, will have it's ow 'S: 
Curie and we are hurried impetuouſly on without ( 


Power ot controling it. As the Paſſions of young MF... n 
are warm, and their Imaginations lively, it would bY, 5 
wrong to endcayour to tie them up from the Purſuit 2 


1 , N! 
innocent Pleaſures. But thoſe among them, that th. e 
at all, can rever form a more uſeful and happy Reſolution}. © F 
tban not to fluffer themſelves to be drawn into a Hao Fro 


even in ind\flerent and trifling things. He that ker; (perati 
himſelf free hom the Slavery of Habit, will always! SKit 
at Leiſure to diſtinguiſh what is good for him, from ha 
which is otherwiſe: And then wh is no Fear, but grown 
cool unbials'd Judgment will direct him to ſuch Puriui:WYwretche 
as Will be leaſt hurttul, it not moſt uſctul to him. 
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FAB. CLXXIII. The Blackamoor. 
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Certain Man having bought a Blackamoor, vas 5 

{imple as to think, that the Colour of luis Skin wa 
only Dirt and Filth, which he ha.) Chur ted. ſor Want 
due Care, under his former Maſter. This Fault he fancied 
might eaſily be remov'd. So he order'd the poor Black 
to be put 4 a Tub; and was at a conliderable Cha. ge. 
in providing Aſhes, Soap and Scrubbi; ng-brulhes for the 
()per anon. To work they went, rubbing r aud {couring 
his Skin all over, but to no manner of purpet e: For when 
they had repeated their Waſhings ſeveral times, and wc 
own quite weary, all they 80 by It Was, 
wretched ZAErhiopian caught cold and di 


i AFELCLCATILO-N: 

. Many People attempt Impoſſibilities, for want of con- 
Wering the Nature of Things aright, For, as pilpable 
Runder as this Man in the Fable committed, there ate 

'hoſe who are guiſty of as great Milt: kes; eſpeci: lly when 
they endesyour, by truitlefs Cultivarions, to raiſe Graces 

om the Mind or Body, of which neither is capable, 
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When any one went to meddle with Arts and Sciences, 


for which his Genius was not well and properly adapted, 


the Greeks had a Proverb to turn it into Ridicule, by ſay- 


ing He was no more fit for the Buſineſs, than an Aſs to | 


play upon the Harp. In ſhort, when People learn to Dance 


without Shape and Mien, to fing or play on Muſick, | 
without a Voice, or an Ear, Painting or Poetry without 
a Genius, it is attempting to waſh the Blackamore white. 
They can never attain their End, but at the ſame time ex- 
poſe themſelves to the jocoſe Humours of thoſe that be. 
Inſtead of a Grace, they acquire a Defor- 
mity; as ſome Boys at School, whom the Maſter, by en. 
deavouring to whip into a Memory, and bright Parts, 


hold them. 


confirms ſtupid and invincible Block heads for ever. 


FAB. CLXXIV. The Travellers. 
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had been hewing Tember ; ſo taking it up, ſays he, | 


have found an Ax. Don't ſay I, ſays tother, but We have 
found; for as we are Companions, we ought to ſhare 1. 
However 


betvyixt us. But the firſt would not conſent. 


they 


% 


1 Men travelling upon the Road, one of them 
ſaw an Ax lying upon the Ground, where ſomebody! 


they ! 
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they had not gone far before the Owner of the Ax, hearing 
what was become of it, purſued them with a Warrant 
which, when the Fellow that had it perceiv'd, Lord! fays 
he, to his Companion, we are undone. Nay, fayst'other, 
don't ſay Ve, but IJ am undone. For, as you would no: 
let me ſhare the Prize, neither will I ſhare the Danger with, 
you. 


Tow &PFPLICATITION. 


This Fable hints to us the Conveniency, if not Neceſ 
ſity, of making our Friendſhips firm and laſting. And. 
to this purpoſe, nothing is fo requiſite as a ſtri&t Obſer - 
vance of the Rules of Honour and Generofity ; for the 
very Life and Soul of Friendſhip ſubſiſts upon mutual Be- 
nevolence, upon conferring and receiving Obligat'oas on 
either hand. A ſtingy reſerv'd Behaviour ſtarves it; it 
ought to be open, free and communicative, withont the 
leaſt Tincture of Suſpicion or Diſtruſt. For Jealouſy, in 
Friendſhip, is a certain Indication of a falſe Heart; tho” 
in Love, it may be the diſtinguiſhing Mark of à tiuc 
one. 

Nor is there any thing merely chimerical or romanti- 
in this Notion; for, if we examin, we ſhall! find tha: 
Reaſon will confirm the Truth, and Experience evince 
the Utility of it. He that hopes for Afliſtance, or Ac- 
commodation in any Exigency, or time of Misfortune, 
muſt lay in a Proviſion for it, by watching the Neceiii- 
ties of his Acquaintance, and relieving the moſt deſerving 
of them, in their Straits, by a ready and a willing Con- 
tribution. By this means, Gratitude, which is never 
wanting to an honeſt Mind, will ſecure us a reaſonab] - 
Fund in Reverſion; and all the Favours we beſtow, will, 
like the Tide of a River, in due Seaſon, flow back again 
upon us. 
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FAB. CLXXV. The Fiſherman. 
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Certain Fiſherman, having laid his Nets in the River, 

and encompaſs'd the whole Stream from one fide to 
the other, took a long Pole, and fell a beating the Water, 
to make the Fiſh ſtrike into his Nets. One of the Neigh- 
bours that lived thereabout, ſeeing him do ſo, wonder'd what 
he meant; And ſo, going up to him, Friend, ſays he, 
what are you doing here? do you think it is to be ſuffered, 
that you ſhould lye ſplaſhing and daſhing the Water here, 
and make it ſo muddy, that it is not fit for Uſe? who 
do you think can live at this rate? He was going 
on in a great Fury, when the other interrupted him, and 
replied, I don't much trouble my ſelf how you are to live 
with my doing this, only I allure you, that J can't live 
without it, 


Te APPLICATION, 


This Fable is levelld at thoſe who, as the Proverb ſays, 
love zo fiſh in troubled FVaters, There are ſome Men ot 
ſuch ex-crable Principles, that they don't care what Miſ- 
chief, or what, Confuſion they occaſion in the Worid, 
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provided they may but gratify ſome little naſty Appetite 
of their own. A Thief will ſet a whole Street on Fire, 
to get an Opportunity of robbing one Houſe: An ill- na- 
tur'd Perſon will kindle the Flame of Diſcord among 
Friends and Neighbours, purely to ſatisfy his own mali- 
cious Teraper. And, among the Great Ones, there are 
thoſe who, to ſucceed in their ambitious Deſigns, wil 
make no Scruple of involving their Country in Diviſions 
ind Animoſities at home, and ſometimes in War and 
Bloodſhed abroad. Provided they do but maintain them - 


les in Power, they care not what Havock and Deſola- 


tion they bring upon the reſt of Mankind, nor what Mi- 
ſcries others ſuffer. They ſee all around them "confound- 
ed with Faction and Party-Rage, without the leaſt Re 
morſe or Compaſſion. The Widow's Tears, the Or- 
phan's Cries, and the Sighs of Deſpair it ſelf cannot at- 
':& them. Like the Fiſherman in the Fable, they think 
is excellent Sport, and only reply, it muſt be fo, be- 
cauſe we cannot live, as we would do, without it. 
What brutiſh unſociable Sentiments are theſe, ſuch as a 
mere ſtate of Nature, (when, as Horace ſays) 


Viribus editior coedebat, ut in grege taurus. 


would ſcarce ſuggeſt! Thoſe that have any Traces of F- 
quity in their Breaſt, or any Regard for the Rights ot 


Mankind, ſhould enter their Proteſt againſt ſuch Notions 
25 theſe, and oppoſe the Practice of them, with ali their 
Mind and Strength. 
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FAB. CLXXVI. Mercury and the 2 
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Me having a Mind to know how much he was 
elteem'd among Men, transform'd himſelf into the 
Shape of one of ther; and, going into a Carver's Shop 
where little Images were to be fold, he ſaw Jupiter, Juno, 
bimiclt, and mo oft of the other Gods and Goddeſſes, S0 
pretending thut he wanted to buy, ſays he to the Carver, 
What do you ask for this? 
Jupiter. A Groat, ſays t'other. 
meaning Juno. I mult have ſomething more for that, 
ſays he. Well, and what's the Price of this? ſays Mer- 
cury, nodding his Head at himſelf. Why, ſays the Man. 
if you are in earneſt, and will buy the other two, I“ 
throw you that into the Bargain. 


„ 


Nothing makes a Man fo cheap and little in the Eye 
cf diſcerning People, as his inquiring af er his own Worth, 
and wanting to know what Value others ſet upon him. 
He that often buſies himſelf in ſtating the Account of his 
own Merit, wil probably employ his Thoughts upon a 

ver) 


And what for that ? 


and pointed to the Figure of 


very | 
being 
as to 
which 
with 
He th 
procu! 
a fair 
Atten 
the V 
ſhoulc 


Our! 
of OL 
cirec 
we d 
think 
vent 
1s Uk. 
pur ſu 
gard 


Was 
ot 
unde 
mak 
upon 
on t] 
of | 
with 
7 hy 


ESO P's FABLES. 321 


very barren Subject; thoſe who are full of themſelves 
being generally the emptieſt Fellows. Some are ſo vain 
as to hunt for Praiſe, and lay Traps for Commendation ; 
which when they do, by my Conſent, they ſhould meet 
with the ſame Diſappointment as the God in the Fable. 
He that behaves himſclf as he ſhou!d do, need not fear | 
procuring to himſelf a good ſhare of Reſpect, or raiſing 

a fair flouriſhing Reputation. Theſe are the inſeparable 

Attendants of thoſe that do well, and of courſe tollow 

the Man that acquits himſelf handſomly. But then they 

ſhould never be the End or Motive of our Purſuits: 


neque, te ut miretur turba, labores, Hor. 


Our principal Aim ſhould be the Welfare and Happineſs 
of our Country, our Friends, and our ſelves; and this be 
; directed by the Rules cf Honour and Virtue, As long as 
] we do this, we need not be concern'd what, the World 

thinks of us, For a Curioſity of that kind does but pre- 
rent what it moſt defires to obtain. Fame in this reſpect, 
is ike a whimſical Miſtreſs; ſhe flies from thoſe who 
purſue her moſt, and follows ſuch as ſhew the icaſt Re- 


Op 

wo, gad to her. 

So Prod In 
5 rodeſſe quam conſſici 

of 


„was my Lord Somers's Motto; and ſeem'd to be the Rule 
UL: ot his Life. By which that great Man gave us to 
* underſtand, that he preferr'd doing good to others before 


7- making a Figure. This noble Sentiment, being inſcrib'd 
mn. upon his Heart, was as legible in all his Actions, as up- 
on the Door of his Coach: and, while he made the Good 


of Mankind his chief Ambition, he render'd himfelf, 
without the Affectation of it, as con{picuons for his Me- 
rit, as the molt aſpiring Vanity could wiſh for, 
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FAB. CLXXVII. 
The Thieves and the Cock. 
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Ome Thieves, entering a Houſe with a Delign to rob 

it, when they were got in, found nothing worth tak- 
ing but a Cock; io they took and carried it off. Some 
time after, when they were about #0 kill him, he beg'd 
hard for his Life, putting them in mind how uſeful he 
was to Mankind, by crowing and calling them up betimes 
to their Work. You Villain, replied they, tis for that very 
Reaſon we wil wring your Neck off; for you alarm and 
keep Pcop'e waking, ſo that we can't rob at quiet for 
you. | 

Te APPLICATION. 

The ſame thing which recommends us to the Eſteem 
of good People, will make thoſe that are bad have but an 
ill Opir:ion of us. It is in vain for innocent Men, under 
Op; reſſion, to complain to their Oppreſſors; all they can 
urge will but make ag luſt them: and even thei: being 
innocent, tho! they ſhould ſay nothing, would render 
them ſufficiently ſuſpeted. The Advice therefore = 

this 


that 

bim 
Hrou 
with 
Noa 
Fox; 


1 
1 
: 
| 
; 
y 
U 
S 


A#$8O0P's FABLES. 323 


this Fable brings along with it, is to inform us, that there 
is no truſting, nor any Hopes of living well with, wicked 
unjuſt Men, When Vice flouriſhes, and is in Power, 
were it poſſible tor a good Man to live quietly in the 
Neighbouriood of it, and preterve his Integrity, it might 
be ſometime. convenient to do ſo, rather than quarrel 
with, and provoke it againſt him. But, as it is certain 
that Rogues are irreconcilable Enemics to Men of Worth, 
it the latter would be ſecure, they muſt take a Method to 
free themleives from the Power of the former. 


FAB. CLXXVIII. The Fox and the Aſs. 
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N Aſs, finding a Lion's Skin, diſguis'd himſelf with 
it, and rang'd about the Foreſt, putting all the Beaſts 
that aw him into a bodily Fear. After he had diverted 
himſelf thus for {ome time, he met a Fox; and being de- 
ſirous to fright him too as well as the reſt, he leapt at him 
with ſome Fierceneſs, and endeavour'd to imitate the 
Roaring of the Lion. Your humble Servant, ſays the 
Fox; it you had held your Tongue, I might haye taken 
you 


1 
5 
*% 


324 ASOP's FABLES. 


you for a Lion, as others did; but now you bray, I know 
who you are, 


TW APPLICATION, 


This is ſo trite and common a Subject, that there 
is ſcarce any one who is ignorant of it. A Man is known 
by his Words, as a Tree is by the Fruit; and, if we would 
know the Nature and Qualities of any Man, let him but 
dilcourte, and he himſelf will ſpeak them to ue, betrer 
than another can deſcribe them. We may theref re per- 
cetve from this Fable, how proper it is for thoſe to hold 


their Tongues, who would not diſcover the Shallownel: 
of their Underſtanding. 


Aﬀes ard Owls, wiſeen, themſelves betray, 
When theſe attempt to hoot, or thoſe to bray, Garth. 


The deepeſt Rivers are moſt filent; the greateſt Noiſe is 
ever found, where there is the leaſt Depch of Water. 
And it is a true Obſervation, that thoſe who ae weake(t 
in Underſtandirg, and moſt flow of Apprehenſion, are 
generally ſtrongeſt in Opinion, and moſt precipitate in 
uttering their crude Conceptions, With what a ſecret 
Awe, have I regarded the grave Dreſs and important 
Mein of a ſenatorian Perfon, whom I have happen'd to 
meet in a ( offee houſe? What a Speaker did | think he 
muſt be, before I heard him ſpeak! His Air gave the Se- 
r10ut: eſs of a Privy-Counſellor, and his erect Aſpect the 
Digniry of an eminent Patron: But he utter'd himſell, 


and deceiv'd me; He bray'd aloud, and told the whole 
Company who te was, 
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FAB. CLXXIX. The Hen and the Swallow. 
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Hen, finding ſome Serpents Eggs in a Dunghill, fate 

upon them with a Delign to hatch them. A Swal- 
low perceiving it, flew towards her, and, with ſome 
Warmth and Paſſion, Are you mad, ſays ſhe, to ſit ho- 
vering over a Brood of ſuch pernicious curſed Creatures, 
as you do? Why, the Moment you bring them to Light, 
you are the firſt they will attack and reek their venomous 
Spite upon. 


Te APPLICATION. 


This Fable is only to put us in Mind, once more, of 
what we have already more than once met with in the 
Courſe of theſe Fables, That we ſhould never have any 
thing to do with ill Men; no not even to do them 
Kindneſſes, Men of ill Principles are a Generation ot 
Vipers, that ought to be cruſh'd under our Feet, and de- 
ſtroy'd the firſt Opportunity. Every Rogue ſhould be 
look'd upon by honeſt Men as a poyſonous Serpent: Tis 
not ſufficient that they avoid and keep clear of him ; but, 
if they have any Value for thex own Safcty, they ſhould 

prolecute 
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Proſecute and maul him, and reader him incapable of 
ever doing Miſchief. 


cape ſaxa manu, cape robera, paſtor, 
Tollentemque minas, & ſibila colla tumentem, 
De ice. — — Virg. 


The Man who is occaſionally, or by Accident, one's E. 
nemy, may be mollified by Kindnels, and reclaim'd by 
good Ulage: Such a Behaviour, Reaſon and Morality bot h 
expect from us. But we ſhould ever reſolve, if nor to 
ſuppreſe, at leaſt to have no Dealings with thoſe, whole 
Blood is tinq ur d with original Villany, and their Nature 


I-aven'd with Evil, to ſuch a degree, as to be incapable of 
a Retormation. 


FAB. CLXXX. The Dag invited to Supper. 


= | * * * 
11%, innen 
16% $14441£ 147 aL 

TT TL * 

TO „„ 4 406666 e 
ieren FUL YE HEBEI ME EU EY 5 
Unt e tee eee 4761441 eee. 

TTLEL KEE WIE (MW ern „ 


ww ente rr 
— . ——.—— — — 


Gentleman having invited an extraordinary Friend to 

ſup with him, order'd a handſome Entertainment to 

be prepar'd. His Dog, obſerving this, thought with 
himſelf, that now would be a good Opportunity for him 
to 
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o invite another Dog, a Friend of his, to partake of the 


good Cheer. Accordingly he did o; and the ſtrange 

Dog was conducted into the Kitchin, where he ſ. w mighty 
Preparations going forward. Thought he to himſelt, 

This is rare! 1 ſhall fill my Belly charmingly by and by, 
with {ome of theſe Dainties! I'll eat enough to laſt me a 
Week; oh! how nicely and deliciouſly hall J feed! While 
ne ſtood and thought thus wich himlelt, his Tail wagg'd 
and his Chops water'd exceedingly; and this drew the 
Obſervation of the Cook towards him: who, ſceing a 
ſtrange Cur with his Eyes intent upon the Victuals, ſtole 
ſoftly behind him, and taking him up by the two hind 
| threw him out of a Window into the Street, The 
hard Stones gave him a very ſevere Reception, he was 
:lmoſt Nunu'd with the Fall; but recovering himſelt, he 
ran yelling and crying halt the Length of a Street, as it 
he had been ſtuck; the Noiſe of which brought ſever 
other Dogs about him ; who, knowing of the Invitation, 
began to inquire how he had far'd? O, "ays he, admirably 
well; I never was better entertain'd in my Life; But, 
faith, we drank a little too hard; for my Part, I was 16 
over:aken, that I ſcarce know which way I got out uf the 
Houle, 

The. APPLIC AT 1.-O-N, 


There is no depending upon a: ſecond-hand Intereſt : 
unleſs we know our ſelves to be well with the Principal, 
and are aſſut'd of his Favour and Protection, we ſtand 
upon but a ſlippery Foundation. They are Strangers to 
the World, who are ſo vain as to think they can be well 
with any one by Proxy : they may, by this means, be 
caj0?d, bub bled and impos'd upon; bur are under preat 
Uncertainty as to gaining their Point, and may probably 
be treated with Scorn and Deriſion in the End. 

Yet there are not wanting, among the ſeveral Species 
of Fops, ily Pcople of this fort; who pride themlclves 
in an im aginary | appineſe, from being in the good Graces 
of a great Man's Friend's Friend. At.s! the great Men 
themſelves are but too ap: to deceive and fail in making 


good 
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good their Promiſes: How then can we expect any Good 
from thoſe who do but promiſe and vo in their Names 
To place a Confidence in ſuch Sparks, is indeed ſo falſe 3 
Reliance, that we ſhould be aſham'd to be detected in it; 
and, like the Cur in the Fable, rather own we had becn 
well treated, than let the World ſe: how juſtly we had 
been punilſh'd for our ridiculous Credulity. 


FAB. CLXXXI. Jupiter and the Herdſman, 
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Herdſman imniſſing a young Heifer that belong'd to his 
Herd, went up and down the Foreſt to ſeek it. And, 
having walk dea great deal of Ground to no purpoſe, he 
fell a praying io Jupiter for Relief; promiling, if he 
would ſhew him the Thet, that, as a Reward, he would 
facrifice a Kid to him, Alter this, he went on a little far- 
ther, and came nc 2 Grove of Oaks, where he found the 
Carcals of bis deiter, and + huge Lion grumbling over it and 
feeding vpon it. This Siohr almoſt ſcar'd him out of his 
Vitz, 12 down he fe'] upon his Knees once more, and 
alorc(1inz himſelf to uiiter; O Fupiter, ſays he, I pro- 
rage Unc 2 Kid to ſhew me the Thief, but now I pro- 
mil? 
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miſe thee a Bull, if thou wilt be fo merciful as to deliver 
me out of his Clutches. 


aAFTFLICATIDO:N. 


How ignorant and ſtupid are ſome People! who form 
their Notions of the Supreme Being from their own por 
ſhallow Conceptions; and then, like froward Chilren 
with their Nurſes, think it conſiſtent with infinite Wit- 
dom, and unerring Juſtice, to comply with all their 
whimſical Petitions. Let Men bur live as juſtly as they 
can, and juſt Providence will give them what they ought 
to have, Of all the involuntary Sins which Men com- 
mit, I queſtion whether any are greater, or more fre- 

vent, than their praying abſurdly, and improperly, when 
their time may be employ'd ſo much better. The m ny 
private Collections that are ſol i up and down the Nation, 
don'c ja little contribute to this Pract ce. However I 
condemn none in particulzr: But will venture to recom- 
mend one of our public Liturgy : which, how often ſoe— 
ver repeated, will, I d:re ſay, never offend Him to whom 
it is acdreſs d; being, in my Opinion, (1 except the Lord's 
Prayer) the b- it that ever was compild. 

Almighty God, the Fountain of all Wiſdom, who loweſt 
eur Neceſſities before we asc, and our Ignorance in asking; we 
leſeech thee to have Comp:ſſion upon our Infir mities; and 
theſe things, which, for our Unworthineſs, we dare not, aud, 
for our Blindneſs, we cannot ask, wouchſafe to give us, for 


the Worthineſs ef thy Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


FAB, 
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FAB. CLXXXII. The fighting Cocks. 
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T vo Cocks were fighting for the Soveraignty of the 

Dunghil. And, one of them having got the better 
of the other, he that was vanquiſh'd crept into a Hole and 
hid himſelf for ſome time; but the Victor flew up to an 


eminent Place, clapt his Wings, and crow'd out Victory. 


An Eagle, who was watching for his Prey near the Place, 
{zaw him; and making a Stoop, truſs'd him in his Talons, 
and carried him off, The Cock that had been beaten, per- 
ceiving this, ſoon quitted his Hole, and ſhaking off all 
Remembrance of his late Diſprace, gallanted the Hens 
with all the Intrepidity imaginable. 


Te APPLECATI ON. 


This Fable fhews the Impropriety and Inconvenienceot 
running into Extremes, Much of our Happineſs depends 
upon keeping an even Ballance in our Words and Actions; 
in not ſuffering the Scale of our Reaſon to mount us too 
high in time of Proſperity, nor to bak too low with the 
Weight of adverſe Fortune, 
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quam memento, reb:u: in ardutc, 

Ser t are mentem; non ſecus ac bonis, | 
As inſolenti temperatans lh 
Lætitia. 


I know not which ſhews People in the moſt contemp- 
ble Light, exulting immaderately upon a freſh Acceſſion 
of Good, or being too abjectly caſt down at the ſudden 
Approach of Evil. We are apt to form our Notions of 
the Man, from the Stability of his Temper in this re- 
ſpe&t ; and account him a brave or wiſe Man, according 
to the Proportion of Equanimity, which he exerts upon 
ny Change of his Condition. But tho' our Reputation 
were no ways concern'd in the Caſe, and a Man were 
not to be reckon'd a Coxcomb for being elated, or a 
Coward for being dejected, with the Viciſſitudes of Life, 
yet the true Regard of our own private Satisfiction ſhou'd 
incline us to play the Philoſopher, and learn to keep our 
Spirits calm and even; becauſe Life wonld be a Labyrinth 

ne Not Perplexities without it. Totam vitam miſcet Dolor & 
er Neaudium. One ſudden Turn would come ſo thick upon 
id Ide Back of another, that we ſhould be bewilder'd in the 
quick Succeſſion of Joys and Terrors, without having ſo 
much as a quiet Moment to our ſelves. 
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FAB. CLXXXIII. 
Two young Men and the Cook. 
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WO young Men went into a Cook's Shop, under 
pretence of buying Meat ; and while the Cook's Back 
was turn'd, one of them ſnatch'd up a Piece of Beef, and 
gave it to his Companion, who preſently clapt it under his 
Cloak. The Cook turning about again, and miſſing his 
Beef, began to charge them with it: Upon which, he that 
firſt took it, ſwore bitterly he had none of it. He that 
had it, ſwore as heartily that he had taken up none of his 
Meat. Why look ye Gentlemen, fays the Cook, I {ce 
your Equivocation; and, tho? I can't tell which of you 
has taken my Meat, J am ſure, between you both, there's 
a Thief, and a Couple of Raſcals. 


Te APPLICATION. 


An honeſt Man's Word is as good 5s his Oath; and fo 
is a Rogue's too; for he that will cheat and lye, why 
ſhould he ſcruple to forſwear himſelf? is the latter more 
criminal than either of the former? An honeft Man needs 


no Oath to oblige him; and a Rogue only deceives pou 
the 
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the more certainly by it; becauſe you think you have 
tied him up, and he is ſure you have not. For my Part, 
cannot, with the Eye of Reaſon, diſcern that there is 
any Good in {wearing at all. I will take an honeſt Man's 
bare Aſſeveration: I will not believe a Rogue, tho' he 
{wears by the moſt ſolemn Oaths that can be invented. 

There are, befides, a ſort of People who are Rogues, 
and yet don't know that they are ſuch ; who,when they 
have taken an Oath, make a Scruple of breaking it; but 
rack their Invention to get rid of it by ſome Equivoca- 
tion or other; in which, if they can but ſatisfy them- 
ſelves, they care not what the reſt of the World think. 
They ſolemnly call the ſupreme Being to witneſs; to 
what? to a Sham, an Evaſion, a Lye. 


Addis ait culpæ mendacia, Phabus, & audes 
Fatidicum, verbis, fallere poſſe Deum: Ovid. 


Thus theſe ignorant prevaricating Villains, at the ſame 
time that they think there is a God, act as if there were 
none; or, Which is worle, dare affront him in the — 
degree. They, who by ſwearing would clear themſelves 
of a Crime, of which they are really guilty, need not be 
at much Pains about wording their Oath; for, expreſs 
themſelves how they will, they are ſure to be forſworn, 


FAB. 
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FAB. CLXXXIV. 
The Jack-daw and the Sheep. 
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A Jackdaw fate chattering upon the Back of a Sheep, 


Peace, you chattering Thing, ſays the Sheep; if 1 
were a Dog you durſt not ſerve me ſo. That's true e- 


nough, replies the Jack-daw, I know very well who l | 
have to do with: I never meddle with the ſurly, and re- 


vengeful; but I love to plague ſuch poor helpleſs Creatures 
as you are, that can't do me any Harm again. 


In APEFLICATION. 


Many People in the World are of the Temper of this | 
villainous Jack-daw in the Fable; who love Miſchiet for 


Miſchict's Sake; and, at the ſame time, are never fo we 


pleas'd, as when they do it to the innocent and undeſerv- 


ing. They love themſelves too well, to offer an Injury 
to one of their own malicious Principles, for fear of a 
ſuitable Return; but defire no better Grounds, at any time, 
for being hurtful, than the Proſpect of being ſo with lm- 


punity. How inconſiſtent are ſuch Proceedings as theſe | 
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with Honour and Generoſity! How oppoſite to the Cha- 
racter of a great and a good Man! how directly contrary 
to the Rules which the Poet preſcribes for the Behaviour 
of his hero:c Countrymen the Romans 


Parcere ſubjectis, & debellare ſuperbos. Vir. 


T i 
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—— 
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They, who are by Nature ſo petulant or choleric, that 
they find it neceſſary to give a Vent to thoſe Humours, 
by inſultirg ſome body or other, may eaſily indulge that 
Propenſity, and preſerve their Reputation a- the fame 
time; let them but level their Ribaldry at Impudence and 
Impertinence, ard there will be no Harm done, 


FAB. CLXXXV. 
The Plowman and Fortune. 
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il | HE Plowman, as he was plowing the Ground, found 
3 a Treaſure. Tranſported with Joy, he immediately 


'Y I began to return Thanks to the Ground, which had been ſo 
2 } liberal and kind to him. Fortune obſerv'd what he did, 
„ and could not forbear diſcovering her Reſentment of ir 
she inſtantly appear'd to him, and, You Fool, ſays ſhe, 

what 
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what a Blockhead are you to ſtand thanking the Ground 
thus, and take no Notice of Me. You Sot you! if you 
had loſt ſuch a Treaſure, inſtead of finding it, I ſhould 
have been the firſt you would have laid the Blame upon. 


Te APPLICATION. 


If our Affairs ſucceed and go well, we ought to let 
them have the Credit of it, whom, upon any Miſcarrizge, 
or ill Management, we ſhould have found Fault with. 
That juſt Rule of Equity, to do as we would be done unto, 
ſhould, as near as we can, be obſerv'd in every Action of 
our Lives. But Vanity and Peeviſhneſs diſpoſe us too of- 
ten to break it; one, makes us aſcribe that to our own 
good Addreſs, which perhaps is owing to ſome Accident 
the other, puts us upon charging Fortune, or ſomebody be- 
ſides our ſelves, with that ill Succeſs, for which we may 
prohably be indebted to our own Stupidity and Negligence 
only. What Titles of Honour, what Stations of Dignity, 
what Places of Profit in Church and State, are now ard 
then poſſ-!*'d by dull uſeleſs Wretches! who never once 
dreamt that they were obligd to Fortune alone for their 
Happineſs in obtaining them. Yet if the Caſe were quite 
otherwiſe, if thoſe Places had been fil'd with Men of 
known Abilities, and theſe Creatures left low and undi- 
ſtinguiſh'a as their own Merit, how would they have curs'd 
their Stars. fretted at their ill Luck, and ſtorm'd at the 
barbarous Treatment of their capricious Fortune. I muſt 
therefore take the Liberty to hint to ſome of my Cotem- 
poraries, who enjoy Promotions ſpiritual and temporal, 
not to look with altogether ſuch grave important Faces, 
as if they would have us think their being Dignitaries was 
owing to their own Worth; but with grateful Hearts 
and ſmiling Looks, confeſs aloud, that they fhall be eter- 
nally oblig'd, tor the ſame, to the Patronage and Benig- 
nity of Fortune. 
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FAB. CLXXXVI. 
The Ape and her two young Ones. 
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much ado to get off. However, ſte did not forget her 
favorite young One, which ſhe took up in her Arms, 
that it might be the more ſecure; The other, which the 
neglected, by natural Inſtin&, leapt upon her Back, and ſo 
away they ſcamper'd together. But it unluckily ſell out 
that the Dam, in her precipitate Flight, blinded with Haſte, 
daſh'd her Favorite's Head againſt a Stone, and kill'd it. 
The hated One, clinging cloſe to her rough Back, eſcay'd 
all the Danger of 'the Purſuit. 


TS APPLICATION, 


This Fable is deſign'd to expoſe the Folly of ſome Pa- 
rents; who by indulging and humovring their Favorite 
Children, ſpoil and ruin them: while thoſe, of whom they 
have taken the leaſt Notice, frequently make the beſt 
Men, The Child that knows it can command its Parert's 


Q Affections, 
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Affections, knows not at any time how to obey. The 
Fondneſs of an indiſcrete Parent to a favorite Child, is 
blind as Love it ſelf: they are ſo far from ſeeing any Ble- 
miſnes or Imperfections in them, that their very Detor- 
mity is Beauty, and all their ugly Tricks Graces. Thus, 
without ever being check d and diſciplin'd for their Faults, 
but rather applauded and careſs'd for them, when they 
come to be Men, and act for themſelves upon the Theatre 
of the World, what Rock will they not ſplit upon? 
While the Child, who is ſo happy as to eſcape theſe yery 
tender Regards of its Parents, is oblig'd to be good and 
honeſt in its own Defence, The Parent looks upon it, 
with an Eye clear from the Miſts of Fondneſs. He has 
no Regard to its Diſlike or Approbation; but fer his own 
Credit, puts it into ſuch a Way of Education as Reaſon 
dictates; and forces it to be as accompliſh'd, as its Capa- 
city will admit, 


FAB. CLXXXVII. 
The Shepherd turn'd Merchant. 
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10 
A Shepherd that kept his Sheep near the Sea, one clear 
Summer's Day drove them cloſe to the Shore, and 
fate 
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fate down upon a Piece of a Rock to enjoy the coo! 
Breeze that came from the Water. The green Element 
appear'd calm and ſmooth; and Yetis, with her Train of 
ſmiling beautiful Nymphs, ſeem'd to dance upon the float- 
ing Surface of the Deep. The Shepherd's Heart thrilbd 
with ſecret Pleaſure, and he began to wiſh for the Life of 
a Merchant. O how happy, ſays he, ſhould I be, to 
plow this liquid Plain, in a pretty, tight Veſſel of my own! 
and to viſit the remote parts of the World, inſtead of 
ſitting idly here to look upon a Parcel of ſenſeleſs Sheep, 
while they are grazing! then, what ample. Returns ſhould 


I make in the way of Traffick! and what a ſhort and 


certain Path would this be to Riches and Honour ! In 
ſhort, this Thought was improv'd into a Reſolution: a- 
way he poſted with all Expedition, fold his Flock, and all 
that he had; then he bought a Bark, and fitted it out for 
a Voyage; he loaded his Bark with a Cargo of Dates, and 


| ſet Sail for a Mart that was held upon the Coaſt of Alia, 


five hundred Leagues off, He had not been long at Sca, 
before the Wind began to blow tempeſtuouſly, and the 
Waves to rage and {well ; the Violence of the Weather in- 
creas'd upon him, his Ship was in Danger of ſinking, and 
he was drove to the Neceility of lightening her, b 
throwing all his Dates overboard : after this, his Veſſel was 
driven upon a Rock near the Shore, and ſplit to Picces, 
he himſelf hardly eſcap'd with Life. Poor, and deſticute 
of Subſiſtence, he applied himſelf to the Man who had 
bought his Flock, and was admitted to tend it as a Hire- 
ling. He fate in the ſame Place as before, and the Ocean 
again lock d calm and ſmooth. Ah! fays he, deceitful, 
tempting Element, in vain you try to engage me a ſecond 
time; my Misfortunes have left me too poor to be again 
deluded the ſame Way: but Experience, at the fame time, 
has made me ſo wiſe as to reſolve, whatever my Condi- 
tion may be, never to truſt thy faithleſs Boſom more. 


Q 2 The 
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in APTLICAT-1I-0-N; 


Bought Wit is beſt: and the more Variety of Diſappoint- 
ments we meet with, the greater will be our Experience, 
and the better we ſhall be qualified to rub thro' the World 
Mankind has a ſtrange Propenſity for things that are nove 
and untried; and fo ſtrong a Biaſs inclines them to ſhifting 
and changing, that (as Horace ſays) every one diſreliſhes 
his own Profeſſion, and wiſhes he had been of ſome . 
ther Employment. | 


O fortunates Mercatores ! gravis anni: 

Miles ait, multo jam fractus membra labore. 

Contra, Mercator, nauim jadantibus Auſtris, 

Militia eſi pot ior. — ind wr” Hor 


The young Academic, as ſoon as he is inform'd th: 
he is deſign'd to the Prieſthood, curſes the Caſſock, an 
that formal reſervd Deportment by which he is to ſepa 
rate himſelf from what he counts the Pleaſures of the 
World, and bid adieu to that Irregularity which Youth ic 
much delights in. He longs for a Commiſſion in ta- 
Army, that he may be faſhionably licentious, and indulge 
himſelf unqueſtion'd in the wanton Sallies of a brisk 
e Appetite. In the mean time, the old Soldier, 

arraſs'd out with laborious Campaigns abroad and vex d 
with the flow Returns of his half Pay at home, repine: 
at the happy Condition of the Eccleſiaſtic, batning is 
Eaſe and Plenty, and fleeping unmoleſted in one of the 
upper Stalls of a Cathedral. With Remorſe, he calls tc 
Mind his or mer Perverſeneſs, in quitting a College Lite, 
and defeating the Purpoſe of his Relations, who had pur- 
chas'd the next Reverfion of a fat Benefice for him. He 
ſhakes his Head, and reticcts that, if it had not been for 
his Folly, inſtead of aking Limbs, and an empty Purſe, 
he might have enjoy'd as much Leiſure and Luxury as 
any Prieſt in the Land. 

Thais, ſometimes with, ſometimes without Reaſor. 
we are diſguſted at our own Station, and enyy thoſe who 
are embark d in another Way, Which, however it may 
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tem to be a Misfortune entaild 8 Us, yet Carries this 
Advantage with it, that, as vie are almoſt fure of being 
diſappointed by a Charge, we are as certain likewiſe ot 
gaining ſome Experience by the Bargain, and being wiſer 
for the future, 


FAB. CLXXXVIII. 
The young Man and the Lion. 
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Here was a certain old Man, who was Lord of 2 ve- 

ry great Eſtate; and had one only Child, a Son, of 
whom he was exceeding tender and fond; he was like- 
wiſe one very apt to be influenc'd by Omens, Dreams and 
Prognoſtics. The young Man his Son was mightily ad- 
dicted to hunting, and us'd to be up early every Morning 
to folow the Chaſe. But the Father happeaing to dream, 
one Night, that his Son was kd by a Lion, took it fo 
to Heart, that he would not ſuffer him to go into the 
Foreſt any more. He built a fine Caftle for his Reception, 
in which he kept him cloſe confin'd, leſt he ſhould ſtcal 
eut privately a hunting, and meet his Fate. Yet, as this 
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was purely the Effect of his Love and Fondneſs for him, 
he ſtudied to make his Confinement as agreeable to him 
as poſſible: And, in order to it, furniſh'd the Caſtle with 
Variety of fine Pictures, in which were all ſorts of wild 
Beaſts, ſuch as the Son us'd to take Delight in hunting; 
and among the reſt, the Portrait of a Lion. This the 
young Man view'd one Day more attentively than ordi- 
nary; and being vex'd in his Mind at the unreaſonable 
Confinement which his Father's Dream had occaſion'd, he 
broke out into a violent Paſſion, and, looking ſternly at 
the Lion, Thou cruel Savage, ſays he, tis to thy grim 
and terrible Form that I owe my Impriſonment; if I had 
a Sword in my Hand, I wou'd thus run it thro' thy 
Lleart, tho' only in Effigie. Saying this, he ſtruck his 
Fiſt at the Lion's Breaſt, and unfortunately tore his Hand 
with the Point of a Nail, which ſtuck in the Wainfcot, 
and was hid under the Canvas. The Wound feſter'd and 
rurn'd to a Gangrene; this threw the young Man into a 
Fever, and he died. So that the Father's Dream was ful- 
111d by the very Caution that he took to prevent it. 


Te APPLICATION. 


This Fable, tho? it may ſeem to favour and encourage 
the Notion of Dreams, and ſuch fancied Diſcoveries of 
future Events, is however intended to ridicule and ex- 
plode them. What can be more abſurd than the Practice 
of thoſe credulous Fools, who having Faith enough to 
L elieve the Ver:city of Oracles, had the Impudence or 
Stupioiry to try to defeat them afterwards? This was 
making a God with one Hard, and throwing him away 
with the other. Firſt they ask the Almighty what he 
intends to do? when he has told them, they believe him 
and tremble: but are reſoly'd to diſappoint him if they 
can: Nay they think they can, and ſet about it accord- 
ingly. Theſe low inconſiſtent Notions of God gave the 
firſt Birth to Atheiſm. And were they not too common 
in the World till, I am thoroughly convinc'd, that per- 
nicious Principle would be either intirely rooted out, or 
grow ſo thin, as not to hinder the increaſe of ue: 
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When the Deity, which the Gener:lity of the World 
acknowledge, is us'd as if he were a D-ity of lrreſolu- 
tion, Inſtabil'ty, Mutability and Paſſion, Men of any 
OT GO immediately renounce ſuch a Deity as that 3 
and, fo want of due Conſideration, remain Atheiſts, It 
being = ed lefs abſurd of the two, not to believe a Su- 
preme B-ing at all, than to believe he is ſubject to the 
Fruilties f us wretched Mortals, and govern'd by Whim 
and Fancy. But right Reaſon, which is the Divinity with= 
in 1, equally abhors either of theſe two, and ſhews unto 
#s a more excellent Way. 


FAB. CLXXXIX. The Hen and the Fox, 
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Fox having crept into an Out-houſe, look'd up and 

down, ſeeking what he might devour; and at laſt 
ſpied a Hen fitting upon the uppermoſt Perch, fo hight 
that he could by no means come at her. He then had Re- 
courſe to his old Stratagems; Dear Couſin, ſays he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Hen, how do you do? I heard 
that you were ill, and kept within; at which I was ſo 
concern'd, that I could not reſt till I came to ſee you. 


Q 4 Pray, 
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Pray, how is it with you now? let me feel your Pulſe x 
little; indeed you don't look well at all. He was running 
on after this impudent fulſom Manner, when the Hen an- 
wer'd him from the Rooſt, Truly, Couſin Reynard, you 
arc in the right on't; I never was in more Pain in my 
Lite: I muſt beg your Pardon for being ſo free as to tel! 
you that I ſce no Company; and you mult excule me 
too for not coming down to you; for to ay the Truth, 
my Condition is ſuch, that I can no more do it, than I 
can fly, 


D APPLICATION. 


There are ſome People in the World, whoſe Addreſs 
and Converſation are ſo impertinent, ſo ſhocking and diſ- 
apreeable, that it is doing Penance, and ſuffering a kind 
of bodily Pain, to be in their Company. One of theſe 
Gentlemen never asks me how I do, but I am really 
ſick; nor can I be well, as long as he is near me. He 
either means nothing, and is a vain filly Impertinent, 
whom I muſt abhor; or covers ſome evil Purpoſe under 
a Diſpuiſe cf nauſeous palpable Flattery, and therefore 1s 
to be treated with Reſerve and Caution. A Man who 
ſees thro' Flattery is indeed free from the Danger of it. 
But he ſhould not be ſatisfed with that. If he is a pub- 
lic.ſpirited Man, he ought to diſcountenance and expoſe 
the Perſon that practiſes it, to prevent it from flouriſhing 
abroad, and hurting thoſe who may not be wary enough to 
diſcern, or ſtanch enough to reſiſt its Attacks. The Men 
of Flattery, as they are, in ſome degree or other, a com- 
mon Miſchief, ought to be treated as common Enemies: 
and as it 1s generally their Deſign to delude and impoſe 
upon others, if we can be before-hand with, and diſap- 
point them, we ſhall act, if not generouſly, yet howe- 
ver fairly and diſcretely. 
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FAB. CXC. The Man aud the Gnat. 
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S a clowniſh Fellow was fitting upon a Bank, a Gnat 
ſettled upon his Leg and ſtung ir. He clapt his Hand, 
with great Vehemence, upon the Place, with Iutention 
to kill the Gnat; but the little nimble Inſect, skipping 
lightly between his Fingers, eſcap'd; and, every time hc 
ſtruck, he gave himſelt a {mart Blow upon the Leg 
without being in the leaſt able to touch the Gnat. This 
provok' d him very much, ſo that in the Height of his 
Paſſion he fell to invoking Hercules. O mighty Hercules, 
ſays he, ſince nothing can withſtand thy Power; aid me; 
beſeech thee, againſt this pernicious Gnat, and, with 
thy invincible Strength, ſubdue him; in Compaſſion to me 
miſerable Creature, who am tormented with his venemous 
Sting. 
Te APPLICATION. 
Many People, like the Clown in the Fable, are apt to 
invoke the Almighty, upon every little trifling Accident 


that befals them. Not in an habitual unmea aning Excla- 
mation, ſuch as Children and child'ſn Folks uſe but ins 
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ſerious deliberate Meditation, conceiv'd in a Fit of Rap- 
ture, and deliver'd from the Cloſer or Cabinet, in the 
uſual Seaſon of Devotion. How many things are pray'd 
for with much Farrveſine(s, which if we were to inquire 

into them, are mere Vanities, and ſuch as we ought tobe 
aſtam'd of having! 


Non vacat exigius rebus adeſſe Jovi. Ovid. 


Not that the Supreme Reing, who is all- knowing, and 
preſent every where, can be ſuppos'd to be ignorant of e- 
very little Thought of our Souls; or unable to comply 
with the Muh iplicity of cur Wiſhes: But it is contrary 
to his exalted Nature, to condeſcend to our paltry (ſelfiſh 
Schemes, or to grant any of thoſe Petitions, which we 
our ſelves, if we conſider'd, ſhould be aſham'd to put up. 


FAB. CXCI. The Deer and the Lion. 
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Deer, being hard purſued by the Hounds, found a 
Cave, into which he ruſh'd for Sanctuary. But he 


was no ſooner got in, than he ſaw himſelf in the Power 


of a Lion; Who lay couch'd at the farther End of the 
Cave, and ſprung upon him in an Inſtant, Being at the 
Point 
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Point of Death, he complain'd thus ; Unhappy Creature 
that I am! I enter'd this Cave to eſcape the Purſuit of 


Men and Dogs, and am fall'n into the Jaws of the moſt 
cruel and rapacious of all wild Beaſts. 


1 APPLICATION. 


Some are ſo unfortunate as to be ever running into 
Troubles and Difficulties; Their ill Luck feems to ride 
them through a Series of Misfortunes: and, in the mean 
time, like [tumbling Horſes,the more they are ſpurr'd,the 
oltner they flounce along in the Dirt, and the more Trips 
they make. Burt, as much of this may be attributed to 
Fear and Hurry, which, where-ever they take place, in- 
diſpoſe and hinder us from acquitting our ſelves as WE 
ſhould do, it 1s theretore highly neceſſary for ſuch as 
would be thought to behave themſelves Ike Men, never 
to let Fear have any Share in their Words or Actions. 
This Pa ſſion blinds us from diſcerning our true Intereſt ; 
Ir no ſooner points out an Evil to us, but it throws us 
into the utmoſt Confuſion, in our Manner and Method of 
flying from it, We ſtarr from the preſent Miſchief be- 
fore we have pi:ch'd upon a Place of Retuge; and, in the 
Hurry, fall into a thouſand worſe Accidents, which we 
have not time to oblerve and avoid. 

But all this is far below the Character of a great and a 
good Man, He dreads nothing more than Shame; nor 
is aſham'd of any thing ſo much as Fear. Not all the 
Terrors of this, or any other World, can blind the Eyes 
of his Reaſon, or diſarm his Underſtanding. Honeſty 
dictates to his Conſcience, and his Conſcience is the Rule 
ot his Actions. And in this happy Situation of his Mind. 


Si fractus illabatur ortis 
Impavidum ferient ruin, Hor. 


tho' the World were to be cruſh'd, and thunder in pieces 
about his Ears, he would be found without Surprize a- 
midſt the Ruins of it. They are Knaves or Fools, who 
are hurried through Guile or Shame; who are always la- 


bouring 
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bouring under Jealouſies, Doubts, Diſtruſts, and Diſap 


pointments. 


Dum vitant ſtulti vitia, in contraria currunt. Hor. 


Some are ſo ſilly, that they fix their Eyes upon one Ex- 
treme only; and, while they are avoiding that, heedleſsly 
run themſelves into the other. Theſe may not impro- 
perly be ca]l'd the half-witred Part of our Species: they 
know ſufficient to run themſelves into Difficulties; and 
talk juſt wiſe enough to be laugh'd at. 


FAB. CXCII. The Gardener and his Dog. 
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Gardener's Dog frisking about the Brink of a Well, 
which was in ais Garden, happen'd to fall into it. 
The Gardener very readily ran to his Aſſiſtance; but as he 
was endeavouring to help him out, the Cur bit him by 
the Hand. The Man took this ungrateful Treatment ſo 
unkindly, that he left him to ſhift for himſelf, with this 
Expoſtulation : Wicked Wretch, quoth he; are you fo 
unreaſonable as to injure the Hand that comes to fave 
your Life! the Hand of Me, your Maſter, who have 
hitherto fed and taken Care of you! Dye, as * de- 
erve; 


ſerve 
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ſerve; for ſo miſchievous and ill- natur d a Creature is not 
fit to live. 


i ATELIACATLION, 


Perit quod ſaces Ingrato. All the Obligations you lay 
upon an ungrateful Perſon are thrown away. And there- 
fore they who would be eſteem'd wiſe, as well as good, 
ſhould uſe ſome Exactneſs in the Direction ot their Fa- 
vours, as well as Generolity in the Diſpoſal of them. For 
there are ſome of ſuch malevolent Tempers, that they 
are not only improper Objects of our good Nature, as to 
themſelves ia being undelerving ; but of ſuch curſed Qua- 
lities, in reſpect to us, that we can't approach them, tho? 
to do them a Kindneſs, without endangering our own 
Safety. 

Our good Nature therefore, as good a Quality as it is, 
will not excuſe us it we fall into the Hands of theſe kind 
of People; ſomething muſt be imputed to our Eaſineſs 
and Want of Attention; and it we are ſo free as to be- 
ſtow our Favours without conſidering where we place 
them, the diſcerning part of Mankind will rank us in the 
Claſs of Fools or Madmen; inſtead of giving us the Ap- 
plauſe that is due to Actions truly liberal. 


FAB. 
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FAB. CAC. The Cock and rhe Fox, 
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HE Fox, paſſing early one Summer's Morning near 

a Farm-Yard, was caught in a Springe which the 
Farmer had planted there for that End. The Cock, at a 
diſtance, ſaw what happen'd; and, hardly yet daring to 
truſt himſelf too near ſo dangerous a Foe, approach'd him 
cautiouſly, and peep'd at him, not without ſome Horror 
and Dread of Mind. Reynard no ſooner perceiv'd it, but he 
addreſs d himſelf to him, with all the .chgning Artifice 
imaginable. Dear Coulin, ſays he, you ſee what an un- 
fortunate Accident has befallen me here, and all upon your 
Account. For, as I was creeping through yonder Hedge, 
in my Way homeward, I heard you crow, and was re- 
folv'd to ask you how you did before I went any further; 
But by the Way, I mer with this curſed Diſaſter; and 
therefore now I muſt become an humble Suitor to you for 
a Knife, to cut this plaguy String aſunder; or, at leaſt, 
that you would conceal my Misfortune, till J have gnaw'd 
it in two with my Teeth. The Cock, ſeeing how the 
Caſe ſtyod, made no Reply, but poſted away as faſt ad K 
COU, 
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could, and gave the Farmer an Account of the Matter; 
who taking a good Weapon along with him, came and 
did the Fox's Buſineſs, before he could have time to con- 
trive his Eſcape. 


Sw APPLICATION: 


Tho! there is no Quality of the Mind more graceful in 
it ſelf, or that renders it more amiable to others, than the 
having atender Regard to thoſe who are in Diſtreſs, yet 
we may err, even in this Point, unleſs we take care to 
let our Compaſſion flow out wpon proper Objects only. 
When the Innocent, undeſervedly or accidentally, fall into 
Misfortune, *tis the Part of a generous brave Spirit to 
contribute to their Redemption; or, if that be impoſſi- 
ble, to adminiſter ſomething to their Comfort and Sup- 
port. But when wicked Men, who have been Enemies 
to their Fellow - Subjects, are intrapt in their own perni- 
cious Schemes, he that labours to deliver them, makes 
himſelf an Aſſociate in their Crimes, and becomes as 
great an Enemy to the Public, as thoſe whom he would 
ſcreen and protect. | 

When Highwaymen and Houſebreakers are taken, 
condemn'd, and going to ſatisfy Juſtice, at the Expence 
of their vile paltry Lives; who are they that grieve for 
them, and would be glad to reſcue them from the Rope? 
Not honeſt Men, 1 dare ſay. The reſt of the thieving 
Fraternity would perhaps commiſerate their Condition, 
and be ready to mutiny in their Favour; Nay, the raſ- 
cally Sollicitor, who had been employ'd upon their Ac- 
count, would be vex'd that his Negotiations had ſucceed- 
ed no better, and be afraid of loſing his Reputation a- 
mong other Delinquents for the future. But every Friend 
to Juſtice would have no Reaſon to be diſſatisfied at any 
thing, but z mournful Reflection which he could not for- 
bear making, That, while theſe little Criminals ſwing 
for ſome trifling inconſiderable Rapine, others, ſo tran- 
ſcendently their Superiors in Fraud and Plunder, eſcape 
with a whole Skin, 


FAB; 
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FAB. CXCIV. The Raven and the Serpent. 
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A Hogry Raven, flying about in queſt of his Prey, ſaw 
a Serpent basking himſelf upon the ſide of a ſunny 
Rank. Down he ſouſt upon him, and ſciz'd him with 
his horny Beak, in order to devour him. But the Ser- 
pent, writhing to and fro with the Pain, bit the Raven 
again with his venomous Tecth, to ſuch a degree, that he 
could not ſurvive it. 'The Raven, in the Agonies of 
Death, is faid to have confeſs d that this Judgment hap- 
pen'd to him juſtly; ſince he had attempted to fatisfy 
his craving Appetite, at the Expence of another's Wel- 
fare. 


Te APPLICATION. 


They who are of a ravenous greedy Temper, and for 
ſwallowing all that comes in their way, may chance to 
meet with a Sting in the End. When People are actuated 
by an inſatiable Avarice, they flick at nothing; without 
conſidering the Lawyfulneſs, or indeed the real Emolument 
of ſnapping at all, right or wrong, down it goes; and, 

Ni 
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if it has but the Appearance of Gain, they are for mak- 
ing Seizure, let the Conſequence be what it will. 

Thus the Covetous, whom God and Man abhor, pu- 
niſhes himſelf for his own Iniquity. Being deaf to the 
Voice of Conſcience, and the Dictates of natural Reaſon, 
and blind to every thing but his oven vile ſeifiſn Views, 
he throws himſelf after Getting, with a precipitate Vio- 
lence, and often daſhes himſelf to pieces upon an unſeen 
Rock. The Highwayman, who requires a Purſe, is 
ſometimes preſented with a Piſtol; And wicked Minifters 
of State have loſt their own Heads, inſtead of extorting 
more Supplies from the enrag'd People. 


FAB. CXCV. The Fox and the Rec 
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Fox was ſwimming croſs a River; and, when he 

came to the other tide, he found the Bank ſo ſteep 
and ſlippery, that he could not get up it. But this was not 
all his Misfortune; for, while he ſtood in the Water de- 
liberating what to do, he was attack'd by a Swarm of. 
Flies, who, ſettling upon his Head and Eyes, ſtung and 
plagued him grievoully. A Hedghog, who ſtood * 
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the Shore, beheld and pitied his Condition; and, withal, 
offer d to drive away the Flies, which moleſted and teaz'd 
him in that fad manner, Friend, replies the Fox, I thank 
you for your kind Offer, but muſt defire you by no means 
to diſturb theſe honeſt Blood-ſuckers that are now quar- 
ter'd upon me, and whoſe Bellies are, I fancy, pretty 
well fil'd: for if they ſhould leave me a freſh Swarm 
would take their Places, and I ſhould not have a Drop of 
Blood left in my whole Body. 


To AP PLI1CAT:IO-N. 


This Fable is recorded by Ariſtotle; who tells us that 
Æſop ſpoke it to the Samians, as an Argument to diſſuade 
them from depoſing their great Miniſter of State. And a 
ſhrewd and weighty one it is too. For a Minifter of 
State is either an honeſt public-ſpirited Man, and labours 
for the Good of the Common- wealth, or (and which is 
too often the Caſe) he is chiefly intent, by all Ways and 
Means, upon filling his own Coflers, and upon aggran- 
dizing and enriching his Relations. Now where the 
firſt happens, I need not ſay how much it behoves every 
particular Man, and all in general, to wiſh for the Con- 
tinuance of ſo wiſe and good a Patriot. But neither 
ſhould they part with him merely for being one of the 
other Stamp: for, however criminal he may be, in hav- 
ing robb'd and plunder'd the Public, we ſhould conſider 
that, like the Flies in the Fable, he is pretty near full; 
and, if he were ro be remov'd, would only make way 
for ſome other hungry Thief, who would ſqueeze out 
of rhe poor agonizing People the Remainder of their 


Property. Quaære, Whether it would not be a reaſonable 


Puniſhment to compel an avaricious Miniſter, after he has 
ſuck'd his Fill, and would retire, to ſerve the Public, in 
the ſame Capacity, for nothing. 
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FAB. CX CVI. The Maſter and his Scholar. 
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As a Schoolmaſter was walking upon the Bank of a 

River, not far from his School, he heard a Cry, as 
of one in Diſtreſs; advancing a few Paces farther, he ſaw 
one of his Scholars in the Water, hanging by the Bough 
of a Willow. The Boy had, it ſeems, been learning to 
ſwim with Corks; and now, thinking himſelf ſufficiently 
inſtructed, had thrown thoſe Implements aſide, and ven- 
tur'd into the Water without them ; But the Force of the 
Stream having hurried him out of his Depth, he had cer- 
tainly been drown'd, had not the Branch of a Willow, 
which grew on the Bank, providentia!ly hung in his Way. 
The Maſter took up the Corks which lay upon the 
Ground, and throwing them to his Scholar, made Uſe of 
this Opportunity to read a Lecture to him, upon the in- 


conſiderate Raſhneſs of Vouth. Let this be an Example 


to you, ſays he, in the Conduct of your future Life; 
never to throw away your Corks, till Time has given you 
Strength and Experience enough to ſwim without them. 


The 
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Te APPLICATION; 


Some People are ſo vain and ſeltf-conceited, that they 
will run themſelves into a Thouſand Inconveniences, ra- 
ther than be thought to want Aſſiſtance in any one Re- 
ſpect. Now there are many littlz Helps and Accommos- 
dations in Life, which they wholaunch out into the wide 
Ocean of the World ought to make Ule of, as Supporters 
to raiſe and buoy them up, til! they are prown ſtrong in 
the Knowledge of Men, and ſuthcient!y vers'd in Buß- 
neſs, to ſtem the Tide by themſelycs. Yer many, like 
the Child in the Fable, through an Affectation of being 
thought able and experienc'd, undertake Affairs which 
are too big for them, and venture out of their Depth, 
before they find their own Weakneſs and Inability. 

Few are above being advis'd; nor are we ever too old 
to learn any thing which we may be the better for. But 
young Men, above all, ſhould not diſdain to open their 
Eyes to Example, and their Ears to Admonition. They 
ſhould not be aſham'd to furniſh themſelves with Rules 
for their Behaviour in the World. However mean it 
may ſecm to uſe ſuch Helps, yet it is really dangerous to 
be without them. As a Man who is lame of the Gout, 
had better draw the Obſervations of People upon him, by 
walking with a Crutch, than expoſe himſelt to their Ri- 
dicule, by tumbling down in the Dirt. It is as unnatural 
to ſee a young Man throw himſelf out in Converſation 
with an aſſuming Air, upon a Subje& which he knows 
nothing of, as for a Child of three Months old to be left 
to go without its Leadingſtrings; they are equally thock- 
ing and painful to the Spectator. 


ſimul ac duraverit ætas 
Membra arimumque tuum, nabis ſine cortice 


Hor, 


Let them have but Patience, till Time and Experience 
ſtrengthen the Mind of the one, and the Limbs ot CVother, 
and they may both make ſuch Excurſions as may not be 
diſagreeable or offenſive to the Eye of the Beholder. 


And 
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And here it will not be improper to ſay ſomething by 


Way of Application to the Whole, | don't expect that 


they who are vers'd and hackney'd in the Paths of Life, 
ſhould trouble th: mſelves to peruſe their: little looſe 
Sketches of Morality; ſuch may potlibly do well enough 
without them. I write for the Benent of the young, and 
the unexperienc'd; it they do but reliſh the Contents of 
this Book, ſo as to think it worth reading over two or 
three times I ſhall have artain'd my End; and I flatter 
my ſelf they will find Reaſon to allow, that I have not 
miſemploy'd my Time, in preparing ſuch a Collation for 
their Entertainment. 


INDER, 


A. 

Dvice, when to be rejected, Page 148. Who are un- 
fit to pine it, 187. Confider who gives it, before 
you take it, 45. 

Affectation, the Inconveniencies of it, 80. It is the Bane 
of Beauty, 108. Other Inconyeniencies of it, 170. 

Agriculture recommended, 255. | 

Animals, in ſome reſpects as reaſonable as Men, 98. 

Athenians, inflav'd by Piſiſtratus, 6. 

Attorney, draws the *Squire into a Mortgage, 47. 

Avarice, and Ambition, frequently diſappointed, 105. Un- 

z accountable, 145. That and Envy expos'd andenquir'd 
into, 248, That and Ambition ought to ſuffer, 10. 
The Inconveniencies of it, 352. 

Authors merit not by writing much but well, 126. 


Beauty, that of the Mind preferable to that of the Body, 
109. | 

Biter bit, 198. 

Brave Men, above being provok'd by Cowards, 26. 

Bribe, can't tempt an honeſt Man, 194. 

Britons, jealous of Strangers, 113. Happy in a King and 
Miniſtry, 35. 

Bullies, generally Cowards, 127. Over. act their Part, 
222. 

C. 

Captious, not good to be ſo, 87. 

Change, ſeldom makes things better, 270. 

Changeling Plumbſtock, Sir, vies with Lord Caſtle-ouilder,20, 

Children, ought to take their Parent's Advice, 210. 

Church, thoſe that frequent it out of Neceſlity, their Re- 
ligion not worth a Straw, 51. | 

Civility, over-acted is ſuſpicious, 194. 
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Coffee-honſe Politics, ridiculous, 263. 

Company, (when bad) to be avoided, 283. It concerns 
us to keep good, 138. 

Complaints, better let alone, 202. 

Condition, ſeldom pleas'd with our own, 2495. Unreaſo- 
nable to repine at it, 56, Made worle by repining at 
it, 85. 

Content, makes a poor Man hapry, 107. 

Converſation, when diſagreeable, 344. 

Country, and a Country Lite, recommended, 67. Squire, 
damns a Court Life, 42. 

Courage, nothing without Conduct, 94. 

Court, thoſe who frequent it ſhould not value themſelyes, 
51. A String of ſervile Attendances, 64. 

Cowards, can't impoſe upon thoſe that know them, 133. 

Coxcomb, a Section to be made of one, 140. 

Craft, repel'd by Cunning, allowable, 233, 257. 

Critic, envious, 44. 

Cunning, generally filly Fellows who ſet up for it, 117. 

D 


Death-bed Repentance conſider'd, 54. 

Death, dreaded by thoſe who pretend to wiſh for it, 122, 

Death and Love, unaccountable, 243. 

Decrees of Fate, not to be retitted, 40. 

Diſcarded Stateſman, diſcontented, 42. 

Diſſenting Teacher, wants a Biſhoprick, 42. 

Diſtreſs, cruel to inſult People in it, 107. 

Diviſions among the Great Ones, how encourag'd, 28. 

Do as you would be done by, 240. 

Double-tongu'd People, to be avoided, 101. Neighbour, 
have a care of him, 147. 

Dreams and ſuch idle Notions, the Folly of them, 342 

E. 

Education, the Effects of it, 216, 

Enemies, not to be aſſiſted or trufted, 61. 

Envy, deſcrib'd ; its Inconyeniencies, 236. 

Evenneſs of Temper recommended, 330. 

Example, uſeful for Inſtruction, 265. 

Experiments, have a care how you make them, 278. 


| Faſhions, odly introduc'd, 129, 


Fault, 
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LAN DEX; 


Fault, not to be found with others, if guilty our ſelves, 197, 

Favorite, every one not fit to be ſo, 226, Surprizing 
when honeſt, 49. Lives in continual Fear, 64. 

Fear, the Inconveniencies of it, 347. It is unreaſonable, 
56. vain and inſignificant, 149. 

Flattery, miſchievous, but hard to be avoided, 17. 

Florinda wants a Voice, 40. 

Foreigners, ſhould not ſlight the Country they are in, 180. 

Fortune, often blam'd wrongfully, 164. Ought to have 
her Due, 336. | 

Forwardneſs ſhould be diſcourag'd, 208. 

Foul means, ſometimes beſt, 204. 

Fox, prov'd to be a Deſtroyer of Grapes, 42. 

Friend, falſe one, a deteſtable thing, 161. Them and 
Relations, not to be depended on, 72, We ſhould be 
nice in our Choice of them, 273. 

Friendſhip, neceſſary to our Well being, 96, 268, 317. 
Inſecure till tried, 86. 

Frontiniac does not like Speculinda, 42. 

G 


Gaming-houſes, thoſe ſtupid that frequent them, 130, 
Genealogy, fooliſh to inſiſt upon it, 166. 

Generofity, a handſome Virtue, 58. 

Glaſs, a Reaſon why we ſhould often conſult it, 137. 
Glory, nothing ſhould be undertaken for the fake of it, 


157. 

God, ferw's better another way than by Prayer, 103. 
Good-nature, our Intereſt to exerciſe it, 58. 
Government, neceſſary to be ſupported, 7 1. 
Greatneſs, expos'd to Storms, 152. 
Great Cry and little Wool, 48. 
Great Men, bad Neighbours 8g, 

H 


Habit, the Inconvenience of it, 314. 

Haſte, the more, the worſe Speed, 185. 

Honeſt Man, his Word as good as his Oath, 332. 

Honeſty, the beſt Policy, 291. Dangerous in bad Times, 4: 

Horace, deſcribes a good Poet, 49. Is a polite Philoſo- 

a E 63. Refuſes to come to Mectnas, 7 o. Speaks of 
his being bilk'd, 76, 


Humanity, 
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Humanity, how far it ought to go, 288. Is a great 
Virtue, 177. * f 
1 


Idle Fellows, as troubleſome at London as at Rome, 190. 
Jeſt how to baffle and defeat it, 88. 
Men, not to be ſerv'd, 13. 
Imitation, the Ruin of many, 246. 
Impatience, hurtful, 92, 
Impertinents, pleaſant to ſee them match'd, 158. 
Im poſſibilities ſhould not be attempted, 315. 
Incendiaries, what we ſhould think of them, 289. 


Induſtry recommended, 220. 


Induftry, makes amends for want of Parts, 291. 
Informer, an odious Character, 305. , 


Ingrate ful People, all that you do for them thrown away, 349. 


Ingratitude, a great Vice, 312. Conſider'd, 47. 

Inhuman to treat an old Servant ill, 53. | 

Injuries, often hurtful to thoſe that do them, 231. 

Injury, he that does it, never forgives, 286. 

Injuſtice, a Leſſon againſt it, 280. | 

Innocent People, perſecuted for being fo, 334- 

* why ſevere upon the Jews, 115. 

Inſults, to People in Diſtreſs, inhuman, 153. 

Intereſt, at ſecond-hand, not to be depeaded on, 327. 

Invention and Art recommended, 97. 

Iſraelites, puniſh'd with a King, 6. 

Fuba, his Addreſs would be ill taken by ſome, 109. 

Judgment, want of it makes us unhappy, 59. The cauſe 
ot its being wrong, 302. | 

Juſtice, irregular, 173. 


K. | 

King, he that breaks his Word, not to be truſted, 155. 
How he ought to be qua ified, 169. He that is indo- 
lent, cruel to his People, 34. 

Kite, a King good enough for ſome People, 30. 

Knaves, once known, never to be well eiteem'd, 213, 


L 


Law, the Inconveniencies of going to it, 259. 


Lend with Caution, 19. 
Liar, once detected, never to be beliey'd, 385. 
lo N Liberties 
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IND K X. 


Fault, not to be found with others, if guilty our ſelves, 197, 

Favorite, every one not fit to be ſo, 226. Surprizing 
when honeſt, 49. Lives in continual Fear, 64. 

Fear, the Inconveniencies of it, 347. It is unreaſonable, 
56. vain and inſignificant, 149, 

Flattery, miſchievous, but hard to be avoided, 17. 

Florinda wants a Voice, 40. 

Foreigners, ſhould not ſlight the Country they are in, 180. 

Fortune, often blam'd wrongfully, 164. Ought to have 
her Due, 336. 

Forwardneſs ſhould be di'courag'd, 208. 

Foul means, ſometimes beſt, 204. 

Fox, prov'd to be a Deſtroyer of Grapes, 42. 

Friend, falſe one, a deteſt:ble thing, 161. Them and 
Relations, not to be depended on, 73. We ſhould be 
nice in our Choice of them, 273. 

Friendſhip, neceſſary to our Well being, 96, 268, 317. 
Inſecure till tried, 86. 

Frontiniac does not like Speculinda, 42. 

G 


Gaming houſes, thoſe ſtupid that frequent them, 130, 
Genealogy, fooliſh to inſiſt upon it, 166 

Generofity, a handſome Virtue, 58. 

Glaſs, a Reaſon why we ſhould often conſult it, 137. 
Glory, nothing ſhould be undertaken fer the fake of it, 


157. 
God, ſery'd better another way than by Prayer, 103. 
Good-nature, our Intereſt to exerciſe it, 58, 
Government, neceſſary to be ſupported, 7 1. 
Greatneſs, expos'd to Storms, 152. 
Great Cry and little Wool, 48. 
Great Men, bad Neighbours 89. 

H. 


Habit, the Inconvenience of it, 3 14. 

Haſte, the more, the worſe Speed, 185. 

Honeſt Man, his Word as good as his Oath, 332. 

Honeſty, the beſt Policy, 291. Dangerous in bad Times, 4. 

Horace, deſcribes a good Poet, 49. Is a polite Philoſo- 

apt 63. Refules to come to Mecenas, 7 o. Speaks of 
his being bilk'd, 76, | 


Humanity, 
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X. 
Humanity, how far it ought to go, 288. Is a preat 
Virtue, 177. | | 
I 
Idle Fellows, as troubleſome at London as at Rome, 190. 
Jeſt, how to baffle and defeat it, 88. 
Til Men, not to be ſerv'd, 13. 
Imitation, the Ruin of many, 246. 
Impatience, hurtful, 92. 
Impertinents, pleaſant to ſee them match'd, 158. 
Impoſſibilities ſhould not be attempted, 315. 
Incendiaries, what we ſhould think of them, 289. 
Induſtry recommended, 220. 
Induſtry, makes amends for want of Parts, 291. 
Informer, an odious Character, 305. : 
Ingrateful People, all that you do for them thrown away, 349- 
Ingratitude, a great Vice, 312. Conſider d, 47. 
Inhuman to treat an old Servant ill, 53. 
Injuries, often hurtful to thoſe that do them, 231. 
Injury, he that does it, never forgives, 286. 
Injuſtice, a Leſſon againſt it, 280. 
Innocent People, perſecuted for being ſo, 334. 
2 why ſevere upon the Fews, 115. 
Inſults, to People in Diſtreſs, inhuman, 153. 
Intereſt, at ſecond-hand, not to be depeaded on, 327. 
Invention and Art recommended, 97. 
Iſraelites, puniſh'd with a King, 6. 


Fuba, his Addreſs would be ill taken by ſome, 109. 


Judgment, want of it makes us unhappy, 59. The cauſe 
ot its being wrong, 302, 
Juſtice, irregu'ar, 173. 5 
King, he that breaks his Word, not to be truſted, 155: 
How he ought to be qua ified, 169. He that is indo- 
lent, cruel to his People, 34. 
Kite, a King good enough for ſome People, 30. 
Knayes, once known, never to be well citeem'd, 213. 
L 
Law, the Inconveniencies of going t) it, 259. 
Lend with Caution, 19. 
Liar, once detected, never to be beliey'd, 285. 
. R 1 Liberties 


IN D E X. 


Liberties of the People, not to be truſted without Secu- 
rity, 30. n ‚ 
Life, fu of Uncertainty, 179. 
Little People ſuff.r when Great Ones fall out, 28, 
Look b: fore you leap, 142. 
Luxury and Iatemperance, fhort-liv'd, 207. 
M 


Mall in the Park, two young Fellows walk in it, 140. 

Man, a true one hard to be found, 311, His Mind like 
a Bow, 182. | | 

Mankind, averſe to bciſterous Treatment, 78. Never 
know when they are well, 214. 

Marriage, fatal when unequal, 6o, When the Effect of 
Love only, fatal ard raſh, 124. Country 'Squires un- 
done by it, I. 

Martyrs, their Blocd the Seed of the Church, 79. 

Men always Lofers by the Women, 32. 

Menenius Agripta appeaſcs 2 Tumult, 71. 

Merit. ariſes trom good Senſe, go. 

Miniſt-r, diſcarded, how he may clear himſelf, 116, A 
wicked One, why to be tolerated, 354. 

Modeſty and Impudence in 9 249. 


Nature, the Force of it, 297. 
Nonjurors, how drawn in, 46. 
Offices, good, to te done to proper Objects, 47. 
Officiouſneſs, to be ſuſſected, 282. 
ON Age, an agr*eable one, 74. 
Opinion, we muſt judpe according to it, 298. 
Opportunity, the preſent not to be neglected, 118, 131. 
Outũde, not to be truſted, 293. 
P. 
Panics, created by our felves, 57. 
Parents, the Folly of ſome, 317. Our Duty to them 


ariſes from their Goodneſs, 38. They may be unduti- 


fu}, Ibid. 

Party; no Truth to be expected from Party Hiſtorians, 99. 
They are wicked who occafion Parties, 318. 

Party, baſe to deſert, but very common, 228. 

Paſſion, the ill Effects of it, 307, 

* s g Pei ſecution, 


* 


e . 
ecu- Perſecution, makes People obſtinate, 79. 
Phyſician ſhould heal himſelf, 82. 
Pity, is but poor Comfort, 303. Not always to be ſhewn, 


351. 

Place, often the Cauſe of Inſolence, 206. 

Poverty, thoſe who dread it part with their Liberty, 64. 
Power, not to be truſted, 12. Eſpecially unlimited, with 


0. no Man, 39. 
ike Prayers, the Impropriety of them, 102. 
Praying, the manner of it confider'd, 329. How often 
ver us'd for Trifles, 345 
Preacher, declaims againſt Drunkenneſe, 82. 
of Precaution, a good thing, 172. 
in- Prerogative, ſeldom made a good Uſe of, 62. 


Pride, the Inconvenience of it, 253. 
Principles, not eaſily to be counter feited, 184. 
Promiſe . but what is in your Power, 77, 
Promiſing People, what Countries they are of, 77. 
Providence, unfathoraable, 224. 

A Public Spirit, many pretend to it, 308. 


Quality, who are Men of true, 51. 
F K. 
Raſhneſs, the Inconveniencies of it, 261. 
Repetundarius complains of Bribery, 42. 
Reſpect, how to be prefery'd, 266. 
Revenge eaſy, 117. Its being fo, a Reaſon againſt doing 
Injuries, 24. 
Revolutions in Government, ſeldom hurt the Poor, 134. 
Rhodanthe fighs for a Shape, 40. 
Rich, thoſe who become ſo unjuſtly, what they muſt do,6g, 
Riches, when an Incumbrance, 250. Too often in ill 
Hands, 224. 
Ridiculou:, how ſome People make themſelves ſo, 195. 
Robber of the Public ought to live in Fear, 8, 
Rogues multiplied by being Succeſsful, 163. | 
Rulers of a State, to be kept up in Grandeur, 71. Not 
to be choſen for their Outſide, 271. 
| 8 


Self; every Man ſhould exert bim lelf, and not truſt others, 7 3. 
Self- love, no ill Principle, 309, 
| Servants, 


x F&46 INDEX - 

* Servants, neglect their Maſter's Affairs, 34. 

Services done the Public. eight Years ago, 53. 

Slavery, Rogues and Villains who conſent to bear it, 25. 

South Sea Scheme, uſeful, 10, None who ſuffer'd by it 
ſhould blame Fortune, 165. A ſtrange Project, 263 
An Inſtance of Temerity, 140. 


Spendrhritts repent too late, 1 30. 
Suſpicion, a uletul Quality, 160, 
T 


Times, deplorable when villany is protected, 238. 


= Traytors, hated by thoſe hat employ them, 272. 

_— Travellers, given to lying, 135. SY 

| Truſt, have a Care who, 295. LY 

| Truſt ; no Injuries ſo bitter as from thoſe we truſt, 192} 
F* Turn, one good deſerves another, 244. \ \ | 
| Turpiſſa, an old Maid, 40. 


V. 
Very pretty Fellows, Strangers to Virtue an 
Virtue troubleſome to a young Lady, is. 


Viſits which appear charitable, not always ſo, 
Vulgar, not to be follow'd, 261. N 


nowledpe,z, 


W. 
Weakneſs in Converſation, what happens upon it, 8 3. 
Whig and Tery, a miſchievous Diſtinction, 307. | 
Wicked Men, in Power, eaſily find Pretences, 235. 
Hate thoſe that are otherwiſe, 322. We ſhould a void 
\ them, 325. 
Wife, that loves her Husband, what ſhe ſhould do, 3 2. 
Wit, dangerous for Fools to attempt it, 26. Hurtful to 
him that uſes it to hurt others, 22. 
Witches, Cc. when they flouriſh moſt, 150. 
Woman, never to be truſted, 75. 
Words, Men known by them, 324. | 
Worth, a Man leſſens his _ by inquiring afterit, 320, 


Young Lady practiſing at ber Glaſs, 1 = 
Yourg Men, @ Piece of Advice to them, 356. 


